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Associate Pastor’s Note
As a child, one of my favorite things about growing up in the church was getting to
know lots of different people. I remember getting to know other kids’ parents while
singing in choir, the people who sat around “our pew” in worship every week, and the
older women of the church who loved making pancakes for the Mardi Gras celebration
every year. It was through these interactions in worship and the life of the congregation
that I learned I was a part of something bigger, and that I was connected to a whole
network of people who loved and cared about me.
This is why I am so excited about CONNECT, our new intergenerational community
offering that begins at 11:15am on Sunday mornings starting September 9th! During
this time each Sunday we will explore, as one family, ways to deepen our faith, practice
living out the love God has called us to, and learn more about the world around us, all
while deepening our relationships with one another and Christ.
On September 9th we are kicking off CONNECT with a community potluck. Go
to www.fpccle.org/events/99-breaking-bread to volunteer your help with this event.
During CONNECT this September we will be experiencing and learning more about

Continued on page 2
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SESSION UPDATE
Associate Pastor’s Note
Continued from page 1

Biblical Storytelling on the 16th, and gathering for Small
Group Opportunities on the 23rd. Since September has
five Sundays, we will also be coming together for what we
are calling “Big Group Sunday.” For this fifth Sunday in
September, we will be meeting together at Fairmount, and
then heading out to worship in different churches throughout
Cleveland Heights. We want to learn more about our
neighbors — how they worship, what their needs are, and
what their joys are — as well as continuing to explore the
ways God is calling us to partner with the community for the
sake of the Gospel in the world. (Turn to page 3 for details.)
In October and in the months to follow, we will develop a
routine of Breaking Bread at a community meal on the first
Sunday of the month; Reaching Out on the second Sunday

with the help of the Care and Serve Councils, Growing
in Faith on the third Sunday with the help of the Faith
Formation Council, and joining together for Small Group
Opportunities on the fourth Sunday.
I am so excited to be a part of this congregation and to be in
a place where discipleship looks like actively getting to know
one another as a way of getting to know and follow Christ
even more closely. My family and I have felt a warm welcome
from you that I trust will continue as we travel together in
this life of faith. I look forward to seeing you in worship, at
CONNECT, and in the world!
Lindsay Harren-Lewis, Associate Pastor

Session Update
Over the summer, the Session (the governing body of the church) has addressed each of the priorities identified
at their retreat in January of 2018. The first priority is to support the assimilation of new staff into the life of the
church. After rejoicing in the congregation’s unanimous vote for Pastor Lindsay in May, the Elders welcomed her
leadership at Session and approved her as the coordinator of the new “CONNECT” ministry. In July the Elders
approved the hiring of Leah Wyman to the new position of Artistic Director to help implement Session’s vision
of an inspiring and diverse musical experience at the church. In August the Session hired Valerian Riddle to the
position of Leader and Program Manager for Ministries with Children and Youth, a position that reflects a new
model for ministry where the Program Staff are supported in their work with youth and children. The Session also
changed the Personnel Policies to provide medical coverage to both full-time employees and part-time employees
who work at least 30 hours a week.
The second identified priority for Session in 2018 is to encourage deeper engagement by members and friends with
one another and with God to encourage the spiritual growth of individuals, families, and the institution. Over
the summer the Session and Councils worked to address this goal through the implementation of “CONNECT”,
the new intergenerational, community building hour after the second service. The Session also worked with Serve
Council in support of their “Listening Campaign Project” to ensure everyone has an opportunity to provide input on
discerning our new mission focus.
The third priority for Session is clarifying our identity as a community of faith. In August each Elder shared their
identity for the church, and in September the Session will continue to clarify Fairmount’s identity with the help of
the pastors.
As always, if you have questions about the Session’s work, please talk with any Elder on Session. A list is provided on the
back of the bulletin and contact information can be found on REALM, the church’s secure online member database.
– Derek Starr Redwine, Senior Pastor
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Join us on Sunday,
September 9th for
Breaking Bread/Fall
Kick-Off
Come help us “kick-off” the Fairmount Presbyterian
2018-2019 Church Year with our Breaking Bread/
Fall Kick-Off potluck!
Many volunteers are needed to make this event a
success. Please consider helping set up, serving food,
or cleaning up. The main dish and drinks will be
provided, and the congregation provides side dishes
and dessert.
Families with last names A-P, bring a side dish.
Families with last names Q-Z, bring a dessert.
If you are able to help with the potluck, fill out the
volunteer form on our website. Go to www.fpccle.org,
and under Events, click “Breaking Bread”; or copy
this URL into your web browser, https://fpccle.org/
events/99-breaking-bread.
If you have any questions, contact Mity Fowler at
mityfowler@hotmail.com or Marlee Poitinger at
poitinger.1@gmail.com.

Sunday, September 30th
Big Group Sunday
On the fifth Sunday of the
month, we step out of the
church into the broader
community to worship,
learn and serve.
On Sunday, September
30th, small groups from
Fairmount will worship with various congregations in our
community.
Our objectives for this Sunday include worshiping
with others, building connections with churches in our
community, and learning more about what God is doing in
and through the ministries of local churches.
Our Sunday, September 30th schedule is as follows:
9:00am 	Gathering Group A meets in Andersen Hall
9:30am	Gathering Group A dismissal to 10:00am worship
at community churches
10:00am	Gathering Group B meets in Andersen Hall
10:30am	Gathering Group B dismissal to 11:00am worship
at community churches
Join us on Big Group Sunday! Fill out the online form,
and select the congregation you wish to attend. Visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b054da9a82aa5fb6biggroup
On Sunday, October 7th, during our Breaking Bread,
Community Meal, we will encourage all to share their
experiences from our Big Group Sunday.
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WELCOME NE W S TAFF
Fairmount Welcomes
Introducing Leah Wyman,
Pastor Lindsay Harren-Lewis! Artistic Director
This summer at FPC we
welcomed Rev. Lindsay HarrenLewis, her husband Tim, and
sons, Max and Oliver, to our
Fairmount family.
The Associate Pastor Nominating
Committee (APNC) was excited
about Lindsay from the beginning
of their search. They noted that
her sermons were engaging and were impressed with
her ability to welcome all points of views and ideas. The
APNC mentioned: “She is open to difficult conversation,
having ownership for her role, is sensitive to others, and last
but not least, seeks guidance through prayer.” She has two
wonderful young children and a devotion to building
a loving family connected to God and a community as
strong as Fairmount’s.
Pastor Lindsay holds a Master of Divinity from
McCormick Theological Seminary and a B.A. in Social
Science with a Women’s Studies Minor from Providence
College. Pastor Lindsay has served in several roles at
First Presbyterian Church in Allentown, PA, including
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care, Interim Head of Staff,
and Director of Family and Younger Children’s Ministry.
She also served as Pulpit Supply at First Congregational
Church in Bennington, VT, and as a Senior Chaplain and
Resident at the Albany Medical Center in Albany, NY.
In the summer of 2004, Lindsay served as the Ministry
Staff Leader to A Christian Ministry in the Grand Teton
National Park.
This fall, we will all get to know Lindsay even better
through worship and CONNECT, our 11:15am
intergenerational offering on Sunday mornings. Send
Pastor Lindsay a welcoming email at lindsayhl@fpccle.
org. If you have not yet, be sure to introduce yourself to
Pastor Lindsay at our September 9th Breaking Bread!
This September marks her 10 year anniversary (ask her
what that means!).
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We are excited to announce the
hiring of Leah Wyman to the new
position of Artistic Director. Leah
moved to Cleveland Heights from
Greenville, South Carolina, where
she worked as the Choral Director at
Trinity Presbyterian Church. Prior
to her time at Trinity, Leah served
as the Interim Director of Music
at Eastminster Presbyterian, the
Director of Music Ministry at Union
United Methodist, and the Director of Music at Grace
Covenant Presbyterian. Leah has a Bachelor of Music
from the Manhattan School of Music and has studied at
Balliol College, University of Oxford (UK), and Converse
College Petrie School of Music.
Leah brings with her a love for God, a passion for music,
an enthusiasm for ministry, and a heart for worship
planning. In her own words, Leah is “eager to use her
passion and experience to bring energy to the worship
experience, build relationships, and use music as a
medium to connect people to the Living God.”
As the Artistic Director, Leah will work closely with staff
and volunteers to ensure an inspiring and diverse musical
experience in worship, faith formation, and communitywide events. Working with resources in our congregation
and the larger community, she will work within multiple
music genres, actively recruiting members and local
musicians to share their gifts.
Please join us in welcoming Leah to Fairmount by
sending a welcoming email to lwyman@fpccle.org.
We want to thank the Artistic Director Hiring Team
who provided invaluable support and guidance during the
search. They are Rob Faxon, Nate Kruse, Steve Minter,
Marlee Poitinger, Suzanne Taigen, and Judy Young.

Introducing Valerian Riddle,
Leader and Program Manager
for Children/Youth Ministries
We are happy to introduce our new
Leader & Program Manager for
Children/Youth Ministries, Valerian
Riddle. Valerian, a graduate of Ohio
University in Political & Cultural
Studies, has a passion for creating
space where youth can form their
character. Valerian has extensive
experience in leading youth through
his years of work with YMCA camps
in California and Wilderness Camp
in Colorado. He also brings technical and customer service
skills which will help to cover the administrative load of this
position. Valerian understands the value of relationships and
organization in volunteer institutions. He is excited to help
us as we develop this new model of ministry.
Our interview team, Jessica Bailey, Megan Bennett,
Jim Crosby, Carson Fowler, Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks
and Rev. Derek Redwine had this to say about Valerian:
“passionate in all the right areas”
“he will be great with the kids”
“I like the manner of him, he will do what needs to be
done”
“while he has not done the ‘religious education thing’ his
background has prepared him for the position and in a
unique way”
“loved him”
“clear leader”
“contagious enthusiasm”
We are blessed to have Valerian serving among us as staff.
Please extend the welcome of our Fairmount family to
Valerian when you see him.

NEW MODEL FOR
YOUTH MINISTRY
Faith Formation Council, staff and pastors have
been hard at work discerning how we can best
staff and utilize our resources, especially as it
pertains to our Ministries with Youth. The result
of this discernment has been the development of
and hiring of the Leader and Program Manager
for Children & Youth Ministry. If you would
like to review the detailed job description please
go to https://fpccle.org/ministry/youth-ministry.
How does this position fit into our everevolving model for youth ministry? We are glad
you asked!
Both Pastors Derek and Lindsay along with
Amy Kim, the Director of Spiritual Formation,
will take primary leadership in the vision
and education elements of Youth Ministry.
Valerian, our new Leader and Program
Manager, will be responsible for logistics and
communications in both Children and Youth
Ministry. He will also take leadership in youth/
children’s activities as directed.
The primary goal in this model is to better
connect our youth and families to our pastoral
staff while still creating specialized community
among each demographic. We are thrilled to
have found Valerian Riddle!
A special Thank You to the interview team of
Jessica Bailey, Megan Bennett, Jim Crosby,
Carson Fowler, Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks and
Rev. Derek Starr Redwine for helping us hire a
great leader.

*See page7 for details about Youth Group Night!
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YOUTH MINIS TRIES

FPC Youth Summer Mission Trips
Here is a snapshot of what our youth have been up to this summer:
Middle and high school youth from Fairmount and Church
of the Covenant joined forces for three opportunities to build
community, grow in faith and serve.
First off we traveled to Memphis, Tennessee, to partner with
Memphis Youth Mission, an organization founded to create
partnerships with agencies in the area for youth from all over
the nation, to learn about and contribute to the community.
Our youth spent time with project transformation working
with young kids individually on reading and summer literacy
initiatives. Another day they worked with Meals on Wheels to
prepare a community meal. Our youth learned about what it
takes to transition out of houselessness while serving at a walk-in
center that provides resources to people who are in transitional
housing. They spent time at an art garden working with a day
camp for kids in the community and then rounded out their time
at the National Civil Rights Museum.
Our high school youth traveled to Montreat, North Carolina,
to participate in a youth conference where the theme was “Lift
Every Voice.” Through keynote speakers, small group study,
recreation, and worship our youth were challenged to examine
their experience of God’s Voice, Difficult Voices, their Own
Voice, Silenced Voices, United Voices, and what they can do to
“Lift Every Voice.” It was a challenging week but one grounded
in what it means to think about how these themes are common
for everyone on their journey of faith.
Finally, our Middle School youth did a local Mystery Mission
Day where they literally showed up for 10 hours of mystery. We
began with addressing what it might be like to have a disability,
processing what we take for granted and what someone with any
given disability, seen or unseen, is challenged with every minute
of every day.
The day took us to Magnolia House where we were in awe of
the clubhouse and the resources there for people with mental
illness. Later that day we made snacks and delivered them
to the Transplant House for UH where we were able to do
some yardwork and help them clean up their grounds after a
construction project.
In the midst of all of these wonderful trips, community was built
and you could see so many glimpses of God through the work of
the Spirit through these amazing young people. Life is crazy and
full and we hope you hold on to hope for our church and for our
community knowing that these young people are a part of it!
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Youth Group Night
On the last Sunday of each month we will meet individually
(Middle and High School groups) while sharing dinner in between.
• Middle Schoolers will meet from 4:00pm-6:30pm.
• High Schoolers will meet from 6:00pm-8:30pm.
• Each group will include devotions, community building and play.
• Youth will share dinner together from 6:00pm to 6:30pm.
• Every group is an opportunity for you to invite a friend or four!
All are welcome.
• Groups will be led by Pastors Derek & Lindsay and
Amy Kim & Valerian.

WE NEED ADULT VOLUNTEERS!
All parents are asked to volunteer once a quarter in providing a meal, but we really need adults who are able to
come and build community with our youth. Is this you? We want to talk to you about this opportunity and get
you signed up. Please contact Amy Kim at amykim@fpccle.org or Valerian at valerian@fpccle.org to discuss
this opportunity.
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YOUTH MINIS TRIES
Parents Night Out is amping up for 2018-2019
The Second Friday of each month from 6:00pm9:00pm, children birth-10 years old are welcome
to join us for a night of fun at the church with
our Staff and Volunteers. This ministry is as
much for the kids as it is for the parents. We
know life is full and we hope this night will help our kids build community while
allowing parents to take a break and connect with one another.
This year we are changing it up a bit. We are asking families to pack a sack dinner for
their children. We will have some sort of healthy snack halfway through the evening.
Parents Night Out dates for the year are as follows: September 14, October 12,
November 9, December 14, January 11, February 8, March 8, April 12 and May 10.
Please go to the events tab of the website: www.fpccle.org to link to the sign-up and
yearly medical release form. Each month the evening will be limited to 20 children so
please sign up soon. Let Amy Kim and Valerian know if you have any questions about
this opportunity. Volunteers are always welcome to contact Amy Kim or Valerian to
sign up to help. Every volunteer must be background checked prior to helping out.
Thank you!

CLUB 4 TO 5
This group, for
4th and 5th
graders only,
meets monthly on
the 2nd Friday of each month
for devotions, community and
a whole lot of fun! Details will
be posted to the website or sent
out by email. If you have any
questions please reach out to
Valerian at valerian@fpccle.org or
Amy Kim at amykim@fpccle.org.

We are excited about what Realm, our online secure database, offers us as a
congregation and how it can help us accomplish our mission of: Following Christ,
Growing in Faith, Serving Together, and Caring for All. Our FPC staff can provide some
tips on this topic. Contact Nancy Chism, Church Administrator, nchism@fpccle.org
or Christine Winters, Office Manager, cwinters@fpccle.org if you have any questions.
You can also pick up a Realm Help Guide in the Welcome Center.

FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW TO USE REALM
HAVE YOU
LOGGED INTO
REALM IN THE
PAST?
If so, then visit
this link:
https://onrealm.org/
FairmountPresby
Enter the email our
church has on file
for you, and your
password.
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HAVE YOU LOGGED
INTO REALM IN
THE PAST, BUT
FORGOT YOUR
PASSWORD?
If so, then visit
this link:
https://onrealm.org/
FairmountPresby
Enter the email our
church has on file
for you, click the
words “Forgot your
password?” Then
check your email for
further instructions.

ARE YOU
COMPLETELY NEW
TO REALM?
If so, then visit
this link:
https://onrealm.org/
FairmountPresby/
Account/Register
Enter the email
you have given
the church, create
a password, then
confirm that
password.

HAPPENING AT FPC

FPC Refugee
Ministry
In continuing the FPC Refugee Ministry, this past spring,
the Refugee Ministry Task Force decided to partner with
Catholic Charities to take advantage of its long history of
supporting individuals and families who need a little or a
lot of support to adjust, adapt and flourish.
Fifteen Fairmount members signed up to “volunteer”
as part of the Refugee Ministry Mentoring Group. In
preparing us to better support a newly arrived refugee
family, Catholic Charities staff facilitated a series of
training sessions about best practices in working with and
mentoring refugee families. In addition to participating in
the training, each of the volunteers committed to periodic
visits with the refugee family.
Catholic Charities has identified a young family of seven,
who recently arrived in Cleveland from a refugee camp in
Uganda, as a family that would benefit from a mentoring
relationship with FPC volunteers. The family is originally
from the Democratic Republic of Congo and includes
three sons and two daughters ranging in age from 7 to
21. Our goal is to meet the family in late August or early
September when we will begin the process of identifying
ways in which we can best support the family. As we better
understand the family’s needs, we will reach out to the
entire Fairmount family for assistance.
If you would like to learn more about the refugee ministry,
please don’t hesitate to contact a member of the Refugee
Ministry Mentoring Group. We will keep the Fairmount
family updated on what we are doing.
The FPC Refugee Ministry Mentoring Group - Tuni
Chilcote, Karen Dakin, Bill Duttweiler, Em Ezell, Jake
Ezell, Anne Ginn, Walter Ginn, Sarah Stone, Nate Kruse,
Barb McWilliams, Tom Piraino, Sally Reger, Caleb
Stripes, Julia Swanson, and Suzanne Taigen.

CRESCENDO CHOIR
Fairmount Youth
First through Seventh Grade
Thursday Nights from 5:15pm to 6:30pm
(5:15pm to 5:30pm dinner, 5:30pm to 6:30pm choir)
Beginning Thursday, September 6th
Come for spiritual growth, community involvement,
friendship, confidence, musicianship, development of
a good singing voice, vocal and instrumental ensemble
experience, and FUN!
For more information contact Barb Lang at
blang@fpccle.org.

Farewell to Timothy Robson
and Stephanie Price
On Sunday, September 9th, we say “goodbye” to our
interim music team. Interim Organist, Stephanie
Price has accepted a job as the Director of Music and
Organist at First Baptist. Interim Director of Music,
Tim Robson will transition to serving as a substitute
organist until the permanent Organist/Pianist is hired.
Please join the leadership and staff of the church in
giving thanks for the leadership of Stephanie and Tim
over the past year. They have been a blessing!
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HAPPENING AT FPC

Update on 2019 Stewardship Campaign
It’s a time of new beginnings for Fairmount, with
wonderful additions to our staff and program changes that
will help Fairmount meet the needs of 21st century service,
faith formation, and worship.
It is also time to begin the season for Stewardship. Thank
you to all of you who consistently give to Fairmount
Presbyterian Church. Your gifts make a huge difference to
the church and to the people served by our ministries and
missions. We will again be asking for your support.
While we do not anticipate the church will have increased
financial needs in 2019, your continued generosity is needed
to move forward in faith. We start the stewardship campaign
in October on purpose — getting your pledges in the fall for

the next calendar year allows our staff and leadership to build the
budget and goals for the next year in a fiscally prudent way.
There is more to come on the campaign for 2019, however
if you are one of the individuals or families who have yet to
turn in a pledge for 2018, it is never too late! Please contact
the church office (216-321-5800) or visit the ‘donate’ page on
our website (https://fpccle.org/about-us/donate) to enter your
pledge or make a donation electronically.
Thank you for reviewing this update. Engagement from each
member on this important topic is essential to ensure the
growth of our church over its next 100 years!
Peggy Roberts, Moderator of Stewardship

Join Us for the Finale of the
William Birkett Williams Lectures, which began in 1952.
We welcome Loretta Downs, founder of Chrysalis End-of-Life
Inspirations, for the presentation:

Making Friends with
Death Can Change Your Life
Saturday, October 6th, at 3:00pm at
Fairmount Presbyterian Church.
The dying process is a meaningful, spiritual, and natural transition in
every life that merits advance preparation. Advance Healthcare
Planning gives you control over your outcomes and increases
the likelihood of having a gentle, supported end-of-life
experience. Learn from this inspiring
presentation what your options
are and how to voice your
choices with your loved ones
and caregivers.
Loretta Downs, MA, CSA, is an internationally recognized
inspirational speaker, writer, and consultant on the subject of supporting the end
of life with wisdom, love, comfort and dignity. Her work is inspired by more than 30
years as a companion to the dying and their loved ones. She holds a master’s degree in Gerontology. She is Past-President
of the Chicago End-of-Life Care Coalition, an Advance Health Care Planning Facilitator, a Certified Senior Advisor,
and a Death Doula. She raises Monarch butterflies in the summer. www.endoflifeinspirations.com
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HAPPENING AT FPC
DID YOU KNOW during the week at Fairmount we have nearly 300 people passing
through the doors? Of those 300 people, they represent 20 or more groups ( i.e.;
Fairmount Cooperative Preschool, Small Groups, Meals on Wheels, etc.), in addition
to the many maintenance contractors that work with us on various projects and
upkeep the building. As you can imagine, keeping all of these people in order and safe
can be a challenge.
This fall we are asking everyone who occupies the building Monday-Friday during office hours, 8:30am4:30pm, to please sign in at the front door Welcome Center. You will be given a lanyard so we can easily
identify you. While this might seem a little bothersome, it is common protocol in churches, especially with
so much going on during a given day. Please help us keep this building safe for everyone by taking the time
to sign in when you arrive. THANK YOU!

Support Fairmount through AmazonSmile!
WHAT IS AMAZONSMILE?

HOW DO I SHOP AT AMAZONSMILE?

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you
to support your favorite charitable organization every
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices,
vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite
charitable organization. You can now support Fairmount
Presbyterian Church through AmazonSmile.

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from
the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may
also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it
even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.
Then search for Fairmount Presbyterian Church.
In the search box under “Or pick your own charitable
organization,” type in Fairmount Presbyterian Church, and
select the Cleveland Heights option. Then go shopping and
know that you are supporting the ministries and missions of
Fairmount Presbyterian Church. Thank you!

DID YOU KNOW?
About our Memorial Chapel “Ruggles” Organ…
The Fairmount Presbyterian Church Memorial Chapel Organ, Opus 30, was completed and
installed in 2008 by Charles Ruggles. The in-house dedication took place on October 5, 2008.
The Dedication Recital was on May 3, 2009.
Charles Ruggles recently celebrated 42 years of designing and building mechanical-action
organs. Ruggles’ work has been reviewed in numerous magazines and journals. Charles Ruggles
is also the subject of a recent thesis on his career, written by Mark A. Herris. To read Mark
A. Herris’ full Doctoral Thesis, “A Profile of Charles M. Ruggles, Builder of Hand-Crafted
Mechanical Action Organs,” visit http://rugglesorgans.com/herris.thesis.pdf.
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Sunday Schedule
Begins September 16th
8:30am

Worship with Communion in the Chapel

9:30am to 10:00am
Community Coffee

10:00am

Worship in the Sanctuary

11:15am

is our new intergenerational community
offering that begins at 11:15 am on
Sunday mornings.
September 9th
Breaking Bread
Fall Kick-Off
Potluck Meal
September 16th
Growing in Faith
Biblical Storytelling
September 23rd
Small Group Opportunities

