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“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am 
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 
 ~ Isaiah 43:16-21 

“Pathways" is the theme of the opening sermon series in September 
and October. As people of faith, we are called to create pathways to 
understanding, forgiveness, hope, justice, and peace. As we embark on 
a new season in church life, your staff and leadership are busy creating 
new pathways in the areas of worship, faith formation, service, and 
caring. Some of these paths will lead us to new vistas, others will lead us 
back to where we started, but regardless of the outcome of the 
journeys, we are called to forever seek new ways to connect ourselves 
and others to the God who makes all things new. 

As we build new pathways for faith formation, the Session supports 
the Faith Formation Council’s decision to experiment and try new 
things, redirecting resources towards offering faith formation 
opportunities for all ages outside the familiar Sunday morning schedule. 
Attendance patterns and cultural trends have compelled us to create 
multiple entry points for faith formation beyond the traditional Sunday 
School model.  If you have an idea for a small group, an 
intergenerational event, or a program in the realm of faith formation, let 
the staff know or speak directly with the Faith Formation Council at 
faith@fairmountchurch.org. 

As we look to build new pathways in worship, the Session appreciates 
the Sunday Schedule Task Force and those who shared with them their 
thoughts. While we will continue to worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
this Fall, the Session has committed to identifying the Sunday schedule 
that best supports the current vision of the church and acknowledges 
cultural and religious trends, articulating a clear rationale for any 
changes to be made. New pathways in worship will also lead us to new 
forms of sacred music, as our interim music staff guides us through an 
intentional time of exploration and experimentation in preparation for 
the search for permanent music staff. 

(continued page 2) 

mailto:faith@fairmountcurh.org
mailto:faith@fairmountcurh.org
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Finally, building on our work with the 
Church of the Covenant, we will create 
more pathways to deepen our 
understanding of and capacity to 
confront the sin of racism. Be on the 
lookout for new opportunities within our 
community. 

As we seek to create new pathways to 
connect us and others to God, we must 
remember that in Christ, God has made a 
pathway to us, giving us access to the 
love and the power of the One who 
created us, calls us, and equips us to lead 
lives of meaning and purpose.  

See you on the path! 
Pastor Derek  

Worship Themes 

Sundays, September 10th 

through October 8th:  

Pathways 

Sundays, October 15th 

through November 20th:  
Surrender 

Sundays, December 3rd 

through December 31st 

Faith in a Time of Fear

Session Update  
Over the past three months, your Session has been making decisions in support of vision of the church. 
Here is a summary of what they’ve been up to:  

• Welcomed and received 22 new members, including 14 confirmands. 
• Approved the Mission Study Report that coalesced data from the congregational survey, comments 

gathered at the annual meeting, and input from the Session. After the Mission Study was approved by 
the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry, it was sent to the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to 
help them create the Ministry Information Form that will guide their search for an Associate Pastor.  

• Approved Serve Council’s recommendation to take the necessary actions to become a Hunger Action 
Congregation Covenant of the Presbyterian Church USA. 

• Conducted Senior Pastor Derek’s annual review, approving goals for the year. 
• Approved the Interim Music Staffing Plan as presented by Personnel. 
• Made progress on the selling of the former manse.  
• Discussed and approved Faith Formation’s request to relocate the Nursery to Room 217 and to 

designate Room 115 for Youth/Young Adult Ministry. 
• Received, discussed, and approved the report from the Sunday Schedule Task force that recommended 

the Session take ownership for discerning the Sunday schedule that best supports the vision of the 
church and acknowledges cultural and religious trends, articulating a clear rationale for any changes to 
be made.    

• Approved the hire of Timothy Robson as our new Interim Director of Music. 
• Bourbon Zeigler named new Clerk of Session. 

As always, you can learn more about the work of the Session by reading their minutes online under the 
“resource” link of our website. Monthly agendas now include council summary points to help keep you 
informed with the work of the four councils.  If you would like to participate in the work of the councils, 
speak with Pastor Derek. New voices and perspectives are always welcome! 



 September/October 2017

 �3

Celebrate Sunday 
Fall Kick-Off 

Sunday, September 10th 

Please save the date for our Fall Kick-Off, on Sunday, September 
10th, immediately following the 11:00am worship service.  

Celebrate Sunday is a potluck 
luncheon and serves as the 
2017/2018 Fall Kick Off. Many 
volunteers are needed to 
make this special day of 
fellowship a success. 
Please visit this link to sign up 
to volunteer. 
 http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c48abaf22a75-celebrate 

Families are encouraged to bring a side dish for 15 if their last 
name starts with A-0, and if your last name begins with P-Z, bring 
dessert for 15.  

Thank you! Questions? Please contact Mity Fowler at MityFowler@hotmail.com or Marlee Poitinger at 
Poitinger.1@gmail.com .

September worship schedule 
   September 3:  
 Labor Day, one service at 9:30am outside 

   September 10:  
 ONE service at 11:00am  
 and potluck lunch afterwards 

   September 17:  
 TWO services at 8:30am and 11:00am  
 with Opportunity Fair in-between

Fellowship

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c48abaf22a75-celebrate
mailto:MityFowler@hotmail.com
mailto:Poitinger.1@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c48abaf22a75-celebrate
mailto:MityFowler@hotmail.com
mailto:Poitinger.1@gmail.com
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Update on 2018 Stewardship Campaign  
The Stewardship Committee met this Summer to plan the 2018 
pledge campaign. Our theme this year is “Surrender & 
Gratitude.”  

Surrender, because God invites us to entrust our lives to the 
One who loves us.   

Surrender, because when we trust in God we are made whole.   

Surrender, because discipleship means we give away our time 
and resources to make the world a better place.  

Gratitude, because we recognize how important the act of giving is to our well-being.  

Gratitude, because it is better to give than to receive.  

Gratitude, because the more we give, the more we discover all we have been given. 

Thank you so much to all of you who consistently give to Fairmount Presbyterian Church.  Your gifts make a 
huge difference to the church and to the people served by our ministries and missions.  In 2018, our total 
fundraising goal will be the same as it was in 2017 - $743,000 in pledges.  We fell short of achieving this 
pledge goal in 2017, but we believe with a little more awareness, generosity, and planning we can achieve it 
now.   

We do not anticipate the church will have increased financial needs in 2018. Our church is facing financial 
realities common to many churches - demographics trends, competition with other non-profits for resources, 
and the challenge to do more with less. As we look to reach people with the good news of the gospel, while 
still making an impact in our community and our world, pledging in ANY AMOUNT is essential, as it helps 
our staff and leadership plan for the year. We start the Stewardship Campaign in October on purpose – 
getting your pledges in the Fall for the next calendar year allows our staff and leadership to discern how to 
build the budget and goals for the next year in a fiscally prudent way. 

There is more to come on the campaign for 2018, however if you are one of the individuals or families who 
have yet to turn in a pledge for 2017, it is never too late!  Please contact the church office (216-321-5800) or 
visit the 'giving' page on our website (www.fairmountchurch.org) to enter your pledge electronically.   
We remain convinced that as a community Fairmount has the capacity to meet its reasonable pledging goal 
for 2018, we just need your help to make it happen.   

Peggy Roberts,  
Stewardship Moderator 

Thank you for reviewing this update.  Engagement from each member on this important topic is essential to 
ensure the growth of our church over its next 100 years!  If you have any questions about Stewardship, 
please call Peggy Roberts (216-268-9303) or talk with Pastor Derek.  

 “We do not think ourselves into new ways of living. We live ourselves into new ways of thinking.” 
~Richard Rohr

Stewardship

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/9XzRBCO8gGFl
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/9XzRBCO8gGFl
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Care Council

Visitation team 

Did you know that there are a group of members who visit others in our congregation throughout the year? 
In May, the Care Council had a training workshop for those who had not been trained in the past. The goal 
of our visitors is to communicate the love of Christ and this congregation.  Members of the visitation group 
visit once a month and also make an additional contact--phone call or card--one time a month. If there is 
someone you think would like a visit, please let Rev. Susan Holderness know. 

Flower deliverers 

Are you looking for a place to be involved in a Fairmount ministry but you need to 
juggle your schedule and are unable to commit to an every week or every other 
week event?  Delivering flowers after 11 o'clock worship may be perfect for you.  We 
make bouquets and our members deliver them to folks in the hospital, nursing 
homes, or celebrating a birthday or anniversary.  The flowers can be delivered on 
Sunday afternoon or Monday. If you have a conflict, just switch with another 
deliverer.  Maybe this is something you could do once every other month?  Maybe 
you would like to deliver as a family? Please email Carol Adrine, caa7@case.edu, with 
your questions or interest.    

Bereavement Class 

Care Council will offer a fall Bereavement Class.  It will begin October 8th and be 
held every other Sunday morning during October and November, from 9:45-10:45 
in the Chilcote Room.  This class is designed for those who are not in the midst of 
deep initial grief, but are acclimating to their new reality. We will work as a group 
to look back, pay tribute, and share stories with others. 

Note writing 

How long does it take to write a note to someone in the congregation who is sick, 
who you haven't seen in worship for a while, who has a birthday?  About three 
minutes on the second Sunday of the month when the church provides the cards 

        and stamps and addresses!  Come help us reach out.  

Email care@fairmountchurch.org or Susan Holderness, sholderness@fairmountchurch.org and we will 
help you find a place within your time availability.

Care Council is the hands and feet of Christ for our congregation, but thirteen deacons 
cannot handle alone all the ministry that  needs to be done, or all that they want to see 
done.  If you want a one time commitment or a once a week commitment, we have 
places for you to share your gifts:  helping with coffee hour, setting up communion, 
helping with September 10th celebrate Sunday. 
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Adult Faith Formation

The New Jim Crow Book Study 
The New Jim Crow is a stunning account of the rebirth of a caste-like system in the United States, one that 
has resulted in millions of African Americans locked behind bars and then relegated to a permanent 
second-class status, denied the very rights supposedly won in the Civil Rights Movement. Since its 
publication in 2010, the book has appeared on the New York Times bestseller list for more than a year; 
been dubbed the “secular bible of a new social movement” by numerous commentators, including Cornel 
West; and has led to consciousness-raising efforts in universities, churches, community centers, re-entry 
centers, and prisons nationwide. The New Jim Crow tells a truth our nation has been reluctant to face and 
challenges all of us to place mass incarceration at the forefront of a new movement for racial justice in 
America. Books are available in the church office for $15.   

Option 1: Five week discussion on Sunday mornings from 9:45am 
to 10:45am. in Room 114, beginning Sunday, September 24 through 
Sunday, October 29, skipping Serve Sunday, October 15. Led by Amy 
Kim and Derek.  

Option 2: Two evening discussions from 7:00-8:30 p.m in Room 
114. Monday, October 9, chapters 1-3; Monday, October 23, 
chapters 4-6. 

Come when you can as often as you can. Prior attendance never 
required.  

Locked in a Box Screening 
Locked in a Box screening with Case Western/Church of the 
Covenant, October 20th, 7:00pm, location TBD. 

“Locked in a Box” is an award winning short documentary that 
follows the stories of individuals held in the U.S. Immigration 
detention system and those who visit them. The film traces the 
lives of individuals who fled their homelands in search of safety 
and freedom only to end up in U.S. prisons under a mandatory bed quota system run by Immigration 
Customs & Enforcement (ICE). Since the 1990’s there has been a massive expansion of the immigration 
detention system, up to 34,000 immigrants in detention on any given day in approximately 200 different 
facilities, many of which are for-profit prisons. “Locked in a Box” helps strip away the political rhetoric to 
see the human cost of detention.

“Labor of Love” Prayers and Processing 
Monday, September 4th, 6:30pm to 8:00pm 
Church of the Covenant (11205 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 44106) 

We are called to be the Church in the world. As the Church in the world, we work to confront racism, 
hatred, fear, and division. To do this work well we need to care for one another, be with one another, pray 
for and with each other, and for our enemies. All are invited to the Church of the Covenant in University 
Circle from 6:30pm-8:00pm. A formal time of prayer begins at 7pm. Childcare available. 

http://newjimcrow.com/?page_id=214
http://newjimcrow.com/?page_id=214
http://newjimcrow.com/?page_id=214
http://newjimcrow.com/?page_id=214
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Family Space 
Each month we will have opportunities for families to gather and 
connect. It may be a time to share a meal, play games, serve 
together, explore outside or share stories of how God’s love 
moves in the world.   

 Family Space in September will be on Friday the 8th from 6-8pm for a Cook-Out and outside activities. 
 Bring a dish to share. We will provide hot dogs, burgers, fixings and dessert.  

October 29th following the 11:00 service we will have Pumpkins and Pizza.  Please bring your own 
pumpkins for carving.  We will also have small pumpkins for us to decorate and deliver to shut-in's.  

These are great events for families with children of all ages, for grandparents and grandchildren.  Feel free 
to invite a friend or two.  Please contact Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks with questions. 

Opportunities Fair 
Sunday, September 17th from 9:45-10:45 am 
Join us for a morning of exploring how you can connect and 
support the many ministries  and councils of Fairmount 
Presbyterian Church.  We will have people who can give you 
information about participating in ministry opportunities as well as sign-ups so that you can volunteer some 
of your time.   

Childcare at Fairmount 
With every candle we light in worship for a new baby that is born in 
our community, the importance of childcare at Fairmount grows.  
We are so fortunate to have three outstanding childcare workers.  
Peggy Quarles, Magella Roserie and Wilma White are our faithful 
care workers who provide amazing care and consistency for our 
children and their families.  We are so thankful for the dedication 
they have to Fairmount.  All three of these women are an extension 
of Christ's love in the midst of our church family.  If you haven't 
been to the nursery lately, please stop by, say hello and thank them 
for all they do. 

As our population of young children grows we are making every effort to make sure the physical space is as 
welcoming as the care our children are receiving.  With this in mind we will be relocating the nursery to the 
second floor in mid-September.  This will be dedicated space for our childcare (we currently share with the 
co-op preschool) with age appropriate activities and space to move.   

We are continually working with families, Session and staff to ensure the safety 
and care of our children is a priority.  Please feel free to reach out if you have 
questions as we make this move.  Amy Kim or anyone on Faith Formation Council 
are here to help you navigate this transition.

Faith Formation

Wilma White, Peggy Quarles, Magella Roserie
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Parents Night Out 
Once a month on the second Friday, our Nursery Staff along with Amy Kim 
and some fantastic volunteers will staff this evening from 6:00pm-9:00pm for 
your kids, birth-10 years of age while you take time for yourself.  PNO will start 
in October and run through May.  

If you have older children that would like to come and help, please contact 
Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks: amykim@fairmountchurch.org. 

To register please go to www.fairmountchurch.org and click on the events page. 
Parents Night Out Dates for the year are: October 13, November 10, December 8, January 12, February 9, 

March 9, April 13 & May 11. 

Pastor Bible Studies 
• Thursdays at 9:00am to 9:50am 
• Thursdays at 5:30pm to 6:30pm 

All adults are invited to participate in these weekly Bible Studies led by Pastor Derek. Prior attendance is 
never required. Come when you can as often as you can. 

Faith at Home 
Over and over again research states that the #1 influencer and 
indicator of sustaining and cultivating faith is what is practiced at 
home. This can feel overwhelming and unsustainable in the midst 
of a given week or day. Life is full. 

I know it isn't easy, but Fairmount is here to help. As Director of 
Spiritual Formation, I would love the opportunity to come to your 
house, bring a treat (or not) and visit with your family about how 
we talk about faith at home and resource you with possible 

practices you might try. I am hoping to meet with any family with school age children who is willing. A survey 
will go out the week of September 3rd to the families of Fairmount. This will have a short survey about faith at 
home and an opportunity to schedule a visit from me. If you do not receive this email or are not sure you 
currently are on the email list, please drop me a line at amykim@fairmountchurch.org. I am looking forward to 
visiting with you, while reminding you how much God is already a part of what you all are doing.  

Peace, 

Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks, Director of Spiritual Formation  

Bible Study in Your Inbox 
Beginning in September, every Sunday evening you will receive in your email inbox a guided Bible Study from 
a member of the staff. We encourage you to set aside 10-15 minutes a week to read the passage, discuss the 
questions, and offer a prayer. You can do this alone or with members of your family. If you want to continue 
the conversation with a member of the staff, please contact us.

Faith Formation

mailto:amykim@fairmountchurch.org
http://www.fairmountchurch.org/
mailto:amykim@fairmountchurch.org
http://www.fairmountchurch.org/
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Youth Schedule 
Sunday, September 17: Youth Group Kick-Off! Get the year off to a great start; 
connect with old friends and make new ones. We’ll meet for a meal, fun and 
group building, and help beautify the youth lounge. 
• Middle School Youth Group (6th-8th Graders) will meet from 12:30-2:30pm. 
• High School Youth Group (9th-12th Graders) will meet from 5:30-7:30pm. 

Sunday, October 8: Middle School Youth Group from 5:30-7:30pm.  
Join us for a great evening: Dinner, fun and games, and a devotional. 

Friday and Saturday, October 13-14: Fall Lock-In and Bethany Hot Meals 
Ministry from 5:00pm-9:00am. 
After serving meals at Bethany Presbyterian, we’ll spend an evening at church! 
We’ll have dinner, play games, worship, learn, and have a great night. 

Sunday, October 22: High School Youth Group. 

Looking Ahead: 
Sunday, November 5: North Church Sunday from 8:30am-1:30pm.  
Come work, worship and experience the community of other Christians.  

Sunday, November 12: Pancake Breakfast: 8:30am - 1:30pm.  
Support summer trips and have a great time serving breakfast to the church. 

Take A Break 
Starting in September, Sarah will be at Gimme Java Coffee (3427 Lee Rd, Shaker Heights, OH 44120) on 
every 2nd Wednesday from 3-5pm, and at Dewey’s Coffee in 
Shaker Square on every 3rd Thursday from 3-5pm. Have 
something on your mind that you want to talk about? Or do you 
just want to grab a cup of coffee on an afternoon? Stop by. 

Breakfast Club! The first Saturday of each month all youth are 
welcome to meet for breakfast at Sweet Melissa’s (20630 John 
Carroll Blvd, University Heights, OH 44118) at 9:30am.

Youth Ministries

Help us collect images of FPC 
friends and members out in the 
world by adding #fpccle to your 
social media posts about the church. 
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What Happened to Sunday School? 
While Christian Discipleship and Education remain priorities at Fairmount, we have found 
that Sunday mornings have not proved to be the most conducive time to make space for either. This year we 
are going to continue to create intentional times for discipleship and education - they will just take on some 
new forms and times.   

We still firmly believe that Worship as an intergenerational community activity is vital, and we hope this 
continues to be a priority for each member of our faith community.  With this in mind, the pastors and staff 
will plan worship with multiple intelligences in mind, with the hope that each worship helps everyone 
connect to the Holy and the love of Christ in a unique way. 

As we do this, we know we will need help. We need your trust, as well as your direct feedback.  Please know 
our doors are open, and we hope you will contact us with ideas, concerns, or opportunities so our 
community can learn and grow in faith - faith@fairmountchurch.org.

New Youth Lounge - First Floor 
Each Sunday morning the 6th-12th Grade Youth Lounge will be open before worship and after worship. It 
is a space for youth to hang out and spend time together on a Sunday morning (and throughout the 
week!), grab a snack or a cup of hot chocolate, and engage in a self-directed spiritual practice or 
devotional provided each week. 

Youth Ministries

Theology on Tap 
Is worship a ‘robot-proof’ practice? Are there things that our society has to ‘unlearn’? Explore these kinds of 
topics and many more at Theology on Tap!  

Each month we meet up with people from Church of the Covenant and Forest Hill Presbyterian for 
Theology on Tap - great conversation over a drink! We meet on the second Tuesday of the month from 
5-7:30pm at the Bottle House on Lee Rd!  

Have an idea for young adult fellowship you’d like to see happen? Let’s talk! Contact Sarah Kok at 
sarahk@fairmountchurch.org or (216) 321-5800 ext. 123.

Young Adults Ministries -for Adults 18 Years and Beyond

mailto:sarahk@fairmountchurch.org
mailto:sarahk@fairmountchurch.org
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Concert Performance: Isabelle Demers 
Sunday, September 24th at 4:00pm 
Fairmount Church and the Cleveland Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
will present Isabelle Demers in a free concert in our sanctuary on Sunday, 
September 24, at 4:00 PM.  She has enraptured critics, presenters, and audience 
members worldwide for her spell-binding performances. A native of Québec and a 
graduate of the Juilliard School, Ms. Demers is Organ Professor and Head of the 
Organ Program at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. Her recital for the joint 
International Society of Organbuilders – American Institute of Organbuilders 
Convention in 2010 so enchanted the audience that she “left the entire congress in 
an atmosphere of ‘Demers fever’.” Her concert at the 2010 national convention of 
the American Guild of Organists, in Washington, D.C., was received with great 
acclaim not only by critics, who deemed it “one of the most outstanding events of 
the convention” (The American Organist), but also by the standing-room- only 
audience, which called her back to the stage five times. 

She has appeared in recital at the cathedrals of Cologne and Regensburg in Germany, St. Paul’s Cathedral and the 
Royal Festival Hall in London, the Royal Opera House of Muscat (Oman), Melbourne Town Hall (Australia), as well as 
major universities and concert halls in the United States, among them Disney Hall (Los Angeles), the Kimmel Center 
(Philadelphia), the Wanamaker Organ (Philadelphia), Yale University, Benaroya Hall (Seattle), Spivey Hall (Georgia), and 
the Spreckels Pavillion (San Diego). She is widely noted for her interesting programming, including her own 
transcriptions of operatic, ballet, movie, and popular music, alongside great classical organ works.

Music at Fairmount

Welcoming Timothy Robson, Interim Director of Music 

The Session is excited to announce the hire of Timothy Robson as our part-
time Interim Director of Music. Tim has extensive experience leading choirs 
and planning for worship. He is an accomplished organist in his own right 
and has substituted at Fairmount many times. As for his background, Tim 
served for 27 years as the Director of Music at Euclid Avenue 
Congregational Church, worked as the Music Director of the North Coast 
Men's Chorus for 3 years, and has held a number of substitute and interim 
positions at various churches throughout the region, including Trinity 
Cathedral, Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights, and St. Paul's Episcopal. 
Lastly, Tim is currently the Associate Director for Academic Engagement in 
the Kelvin Smith Library at Case Western Reserve University and is a 

classical music concert reviewer for ClevelandClassical.com and the London-based website bachtrack.com. 

Please join us in welcoming Tim to our community. He will begin his work with us in early September.  

We ask that you continue to keep the Interim Music Search Committee - Amy Carlson, Connie Sallee, Mark 
Walker, Mike Chevraux, Nicole Bush, and Derek Starr Redwine - in your prayers as they complete the search 
for an Interim Organist to work with Tim to ensure Fairmount's legacy of providing music that both 
challenges and inspires .
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Welcoming New Members!

Molly, Henry and 
Duncan Brown

Nate Kruse Alicia, Aiden, and 
Matthew Hrubey

Tyler, Suzanne, Will, Eliza 
and Coco Taigen

Contact information for these newest members of our church family and all other members of the church are 
available on our secure online database, REALM. If you haven't registered your REALM account, it’s fast and 
easy. Just visit our website: http://www.fairmountchurch.org/realm. Training sessions will be available in the fall.

Confirmation Class 
Benjamin Bosler, Morgan Fowler, Isaiah Kyremes-
Parks, Alex Proels, Meredith Pope, Camille Imbler 

Mac Stewart, Chaz Proels, Sam Stover, Caroline 
Lamb, Eliza Bennett, Annie Mills 

Jack Stover, Carson Fowler, pictured with Sarah Kok

Sisterhood of Service (SOS)  
Fellowship Luncheon on July 30 
There were lots of smiles at the 6th Sisterhood of Service 
(SOS) Fellowship Luncheon on July 30th, where Susan Kent 
led a discussion of how to downsize.  SOS is a small group 
ministry at Fairmount of single women, seeking to be helpful 
to its members, others in the congregation, and to some in 
the greater community.  Luncheons are quarterly and the 
next one will be October 29 after 11 o'clock worship.  Even if 
you are not on one of the service teams, you are encouraged 
to attend  the luncheon. Come enjoy the fellowship, 
laughter, and topical discussions. For more information, 
please contact Doris Evans, turf4me@aol.com.

Community

http://www.fairmountchurch.org/realm
http://www.fairmountchurch.org/realm
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Update from the Sell-the-Manse Task Force 

The Sell-the-Manse Task Force (comprised of Steve Benton, Jackie Collesi, 
Tom Johnston, Ginger Van Wagenen, Lee Weingart and Vanessa Whiting) has 
been working to achieve the Session-appointed task of selling the former 
manse, and we recently accomplished some major milestones that we wanted 
to share with you.   

In May, we received approval for the conditional use permits and the necessary 
variances from the Cleveland Heights Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals, which were 
required to separate the residential parcel from the remainder of the Church property and thus make it 
saleable.  Cleveland Heights City Council granted final approval in June.  Because these actions were 
necessary before we could move forward with the sale, we are very pleased to mark them “complete.” 

Now we are focused on readying the house for sale and notifying prospective buyers.  To those ends, we 
need to remediate the mold in the basement (completed in July), thoroughly clean the house (to be done 
in August), contract for the landscaping work necessary to physically separate the two parcels (contract in 
August with work to follow), and contract with the City for the Point of Sale inspection (to be done in 
August).  We will host three open houses in August and September, allowing prospective buyers to inspect 
the house.   

To gather the greatest number of prospective buyers, we are sending postcards to all members of the 
congregation, to our neighbors and to members of the Historic Fairmount Association.  The postcard will 
confirm that the former manse is for sale and identify the dates of the three open houses.  The salient terms 
are: 

• We are selling the former manse “as is” 
• The buyer must assume all Point of Sale violations 
• List price is $300,000 
• Bids are due September 6 

We will also purchase ad space in The Plain Dealer, The Sun Press and The Heights Observer containing the 
same information.  On receipt of the postcard, please feel free to share it with anyone you think might be 
interested in bidding or who might know someone who is.   

In terms of process, once a buyer is identified, before we can complete the sale we will also need approval 
from both the Presbytery of the Western Reserve (our regional governing body) and the Fairmount 
congregation at a duly called congregational meeting. 

Finally, we took advantage of our appearances before the Planning Commission and BZA to request 
permission to reconfigure the parking lot.  They agreed and City Council granted its approval in June.  The 
reconfiguration will ease the flow of traffic, add four additional parking spaces, and add four additional 
handicap spaces.  Per the terms of City Council’s approval, the work on the parking lot must be completed 
by December 2018.  We anticipate that the project will be funded with the proceeds from the sale of the 
former manse, half of which have been designated by Session for mission and the remainder for capital 
improvements.We thank you for your support of our efforts.  Any one of us is available and willing to 
respond to questions. - The Sell-the-Manse Task Force

Session
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Update from Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC): 

Since the spring, the Session has been working hard to move our 
congregation towards hiring an Associate Pastor.  They completed a 
Mission Study that needed approval from the Presbytery.  This 
approval allowed Session to move forward in their discernment of 
leadership needs, assessing financial capabilities, and authorizing a 
congregational meeting to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee.  
All this resulted in the election of: Carol Adrine, Matt Bailey, Denise 
Benton, Deanna Campbell, Ian Murphy, Peter Scheid, Jean Sylak 
and Peg Zitzner to the APNC committee.  

To begin our work, Pastor Derek made arrangements for us (APNC) to meet with Rev. Tricia Dykers Koenig and 
Greg Reynolds, members of the Presbytery of the Western Reserve’s Committee on Ministry (COM).  Tricia and 
Greg, our liaisons, will offer guidance and other services as needed through this process.  During this meeting 
they gave us information on the process of calling a Pastor, the resources available to us from the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) and an overview as to the order in which to proceed with our tasks.   

The APNC has been meeting through the summer. Our focus has been on getting to know each other, 
establishing meeting dates where everyone could be present and identifying tasks that at this time we felt 
needed to be assigned and worked on.   

• Peter, former Session member and member of the Personnel Committee, volunteered to serve as a liaison 
with these groups as well as Pastor Derek.  

• Peg, volunteered to be responsible for all the technical support that is needed between committee 
members as well as Presbytery.  

• Ian, has taken on the area of communications, developing pieces needed to keep the congregation 
informed as well as promotional materials on Fairmount for the potential applicants.   

• Carol, Matt and Deanna are our writers for the Ministry information Form (MIF) which when completed must 
be approved by the Session and the COM before being made available to potential candidates.  

• Denise and Jean will serve as co-chairs of the APNC. 

All of us feel honored to serve on this committee.  We appreciate all the support given to us from Pastor 
Derek and the Presbytery liaisons.  We thank all of you for your support and ask for your continued prayers in 
helping us find the “right” Associate Pastor for Fairmount at this time.  We will keep you informed of the 
process as we continue through our work.  Please feel free to talk with any one of us.   

Do you have a question/s you want us to consider asking prospective candidates?  Send to 
jsylak@sbcglobal.net or deniceb@sbcglobal.net

Session

mailto:jsylak@sbcglobal.net
mailto:deniceb@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jsylak@sbcglobal.net
mailto:deniceb@sbcglobal.net
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Bridges to Batey 105- A Mission partnership in the Dominican Republic 

At the beginning of the summer we had a team of folks from Fairmount 
and the wider community travel to Batey 105.  During this week we were 
able to worship with the community, hear from the students who 
continue to make strides in learning English, support efforts toward 
completing a census database for the Batey, meet with an NGO to get 
support for individuals and work with groups from Texas to complete 
work on the church building, build a latrine and an incinerator. 

The relationships and 
trust that have been 
built over the years are 
evident in the 
excitement our Batey 
family has when we 
arrive.  They are eager 
to do what family does-
ask about folks who have 
come before, welcome those of us who were new and to 
share with us what has happened since we were there last.   
We were able to get feedback from the English teacher 
Molly, who served in the Batey over the last year and was 

essential in helping our students complete their coursework 
while offering some supplemental exercises for the younger 

children or the youth who are not participating in the english class.  We were also able to interview and hire 
our new teacher Gaby who will be serving the Batey this coming year.  She has been able to work with 
Molly over the summer and will offer strong continuity for the coming 
year. 

So much work was completed in this week that we had the honor of 
dedicating the church building and celebrating what God has done in this 
community.  We were reminded how powerful we are when we work 
together.  This is the kind of Good News Christ talks about and we were 
witnesses to how the Spirit continues to move through Batey 105. 
The Bridges to Batey Mission Team continues to meet and work on how 
we can best partner with Batey 105 as we strengthen our relationships in 
that community.  Have you wondered how you might get involved or learn 
more about our commitment to Batey 105?  Would you consider 
participating in the next trip?  Please reach out to the serve Council 
serve@fairmountchurch.org.  

Gaby Carvajal and Molly Roach 
English Teachers

Serve Council

mailto:serve@fairmountchurch.org
mailto:serve@fairmountchurch.org
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Refugee Task Force Update 
As the Refugee Task Force continues their partnership with former resident 
Assa Boudwin, as he works to gain independence and assimilate to life in 
America, they are pausing to reflect on “what’s next” in this important ministry.  
While the Task Force hopes to continue our ministry of housing and 
supporting new, international refugees, they are working to clarify goals and 
expectations as they look to partner with a new refugee resettlement 
organization. 

In the coming months the Task Force will meet with USCRI (US Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants) and Catholic Charities to discuss how we can best leverage our assets (apartment, 
funding, and volunteers) with the services their organizations provide, to ensure our potential residents move 
quickly towards assimilation and independence. Following these conversations, the Task Force hopes to 
choose a mission partner and to identify realistic, measurable objectives to clearly define what ‘success’ 
looks like. Please keep the Task Force in your prayers as they engage in this important work. 

Serve Council

100th Anniversary Mission Awards 

Serve Council is happy to share the awards from the 100th Anniversary 
party and how they will be used.  Through the generosity of Fairmounters, 
the party raised $35,000 in excess of costs, which Session committed to 
furthering our mission efforts.  The proceeds will be distributed as follows: 

• Youth Ministries: $5,000 to subsidize Fairmount's youth mission trips. 

• Refugee Ministry: $5,000 to support start up activities for one of 
Fairmount's newest and most energized mission efforts. 

•Heights Youth Club: $9,000 to directly fund ongoing 
programming for Project Learn, a program at HYC that 
incorporates literacy and math enrichment into traditional 
after school activities. 

•Bridges to Bateys: $16,000 to provide seed money for a 
new Batey 105 Education and Citizenship fund.  The B2B 
Ministry team has committed to matching this award at 
least dollar for dollar with additional fundraising efforts.
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SERVE SUNDAY - Sunday, October 15th 
Last year, as part of our 100th Anniversary Celebrations, nearly 200 Fairmounters participated in Serve Sunday, 
when we sought to embody the words of Micah 6:8: “The Lord has told you, O mortal, what is good; and 
what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” Once again this fall, our worship will be our work, which means there will be no 8:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. 
worship services on Sunday, October 15.  Instead our worship will lead us in a number of different directions 
as we seek to be the church in the world.  

In the coming weeks, be on the lookout for opportunities to sign up for mission activities on Serve 
Sunday.There will be activities of high, moderate, and low activity, as well as activities geared for disciples of 
all ages. Registration is required so we can plan appropriately. The day will begin at 9:00am in Andersen Hall 
with devotions for most of the events; some will meet off the site – if that is the case, your event coordinator 
will inform you where to meet.  

Serve Sunday was a huge success last year, and we are excited to continue this tradition. If there is a mission 
organization you support that could use some volunteers for a few hours on a Sunday or you are willing to be 
an event coordinator for a project, please email serve@fairmoutnchurch.org. We need your help to spread 
God's love out from the walls of the church into the world!

Serve 2016 Photos

Serve Council

mailto:serve@fairmoutnchurch.org
mailto:serve@fairmoutnchurch.org
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Connecting with FPC 

Redesigned Website 
During September, when you visit www.fairmountchurch.org, you will notice a change in the layout of our 
website. We hope the design and layout make our website easier to use, and help you find the information 
you are looking for. To navigate our new website, use the menu bar at the top of the page.  

Under ABOUT US you will find information about worship, what we believe, staff contacts, and how to 
donate. Under CONNECT you will find information and links to Realm and our church calendar. Under 
MINISTRY you will find information from our Care, Serve, Faith Formation, and Administration Councils, as 
well as Children/Family and Youth/Young Adult information. Finally the MORE tab will lead you to our 
events page and resource page. On our resource page, you will find sermons, Sunday bulletins, church and 
worship forms, session documents and our newsletters.

Administry

Why Realm? 
At Fairmount we want to live into our vision of Following Christ, 
Growing in Faith, Serving Together, and Caring for All and that 
begins by connecting with each other. Realm offers tools for us to 
stay in touch with one another, more effectively follow up with 
guests and, in general, assist our leadership in their work. But 
there’s so much more. Realm offers ways for all of us to connect 
more effectively with each other. Offer prayers, share stories and 

resources. Think of it as a sort of ‘Facebook’ Christian community. 
Is my information secure? 
Your information is encrypted. However, the security of your information doesn’t stop there. Are you using 
the same password for Realm as you do for your bank or other login? Do you keep your passwords written 
down or in a spreadsheet or do you use something more secure like a password manager? 

What does Realm offer? 

PROFILE 
You can help us keep your profile information updated! When you log in you can change an email address, a 
phone number or even change that outdated picture. 

GIVING 
Manage your giving as recurring or one-time donations in a secure, easy-to-use environment. Contribution 
statements are always available. 

GROUPS 
Coming Soon! Stay in touch with those closest to you at Fairmount Presbyterian or meet new people. Groups 
are a great way to get and stay connected. For example, your small group or class can have a group in Realm 
to keep the discussion going after the class is over.

http://www.fairmountchurch.org
http://www.fairmountchurch.org
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A HUGE thank you for all of those who 
made Cleveland Pride weekend a success 
with a special shout out to the Serve 
Council and the Ruth Joldersma Memorial 
Fund that Made the Out of Order movie 
screening and our fantastic T-Shirts 
possible.

GUILD GATHERING - Tuesday, September 12th  
Join us for our next chapter. Guild is changing: no yearbook, no officers, no minutes…but lots of cake!  
When: Tuesday, September 12th at 2:00pm 
Where: 2357 Delamere Drive, Cleveland Heights, Ohio.  
No RSVP needed!  

Guild Benevolence 
This year grants were made from the Dedicated Fund and our year-end giving. Year-end giving is comprised 
of monies earned from the rummage sale and donations to Guild. As we will no longer be holding a 
rummage sale, our year-end giving will be substantially reduced. Guild will happily accept donations, but will 
not be making an annual appeal. 

Save these Dates!
September 
 9/4 “Labor of Love” Conversation - 6:30pm to 8:00pm at Church of the Covenant 
 9/8 Family Space (cookout) - 6:00pm to 8:00pm 
 9/10 Celebrate Sunday - following 11:00am worship service 
 9/12 Guild Gathering (see below) 
 9/17 Opportunities Fair - 9:45am to 10:45am 
 9/17 Youth Group Kick-off (see Youth Ministry page) 
 9/24 New Jim Crow book study begins 
 9/24  Concert Performance: Isabelle Demers, 4:00pm 

October 
 2018 Stewardship Campaign Begins  
 10/1 World Communion Sunday 
 10/8 Middle School Youth Group - 5:30pm to 7:30pm 
 10/13  Fall Youth Lock-in and Bethany Meals Ministry 
 10/13 Parents Night Out  - 6:00pm to 9:00pm 
 10/15 Serve Sunday 
 10/20 Locked in a Box Screening 
 10/22 High School Youth Group 
 10/29 Family Space (Pumpkins and Pizza) - after 11:00am worship 
 10/29 Sisterhood of Service luncheon - after 11:00am worship

FPC at Cleveland Pride The Greeters at Out of Order
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Celebrating Our Congregation

Happy Birthday, Fairmounters!  
Birthdays are listed every five years, beginning with the 40th, and then every year, beginning with the 70th.

Happy Anniversaries, Fairmounters!  
Anniversaries are listed every five years until the 50th, when they are listed every year.

Office Hours 
Monday and Friday:  
8:30am - 4:00pm 
Tuesday - Thursday: 
8:30am - 5:00pm 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:30am worship in the chapel, 
with communion. 
11:00am worship in the 
sanctuary, with communion on 
the first Sunday of the month. 

Contact: 
2757 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, 44118 
p: 216.321.5800 
www.fairmountchurch.org 

Robert Olson 8-3

Mina Moore 8-9

Janet McChord 8-14

Lois Becker 8-15

Grace Yamamoto 8-15

Christine Wagner 8-16

Laurie Jacobs 8-16

Leonard Young 8-17

Eloise Fiebig 8-19

Janet Marshall 8-20

Margaret Mueller 8-20

Ben Volpe 8-22

Laura Desmond 8-24

Marilyn Mihal 8-26

Mary Ryan 8-28

Lucia Nash 8-31

Willis Boyer 9-2

Gregory Callaghan 9-3

Barbara Lipscomb 9-3

Ryan Berglund 9-3

James Bonebrake 9-4

Margaret Harris 9-4

Mia Bencsath 9-4

Jean Kalberer 9-5

Caroline Oberndorf 9-6

David Miller 9-6

Kent Hill 9-9

Arthur Seyler 9-9

Robin Gunning 9-11

Mia Faxon 9-11

Milan Mihal 9-13

James Hamerstone 9-14

Daniel  Heim 9-15

Mary Mann 9-19

Ann Case 9-20

Nancy Pfeifer 9-21

Marilyn McLaughlin 9-21

Karl Hess 9-24

Sandra Davis 9-25

Amy  Stover 9-25

Debrah Elliott 9-30

Raymond Sawyer 10-1

Mary Lord 10-1

Carol Tomer 10-2

Peter Calvert 10-3

Dorothy Henry 10-4

Katherine Kanzinger 10-5

Lynn Marcy 10-8

Jane Shapard 10-8

Melda Graves 10-8

Andrea Morris 10-10

Mary LaRiccia 10-11

Tom Mortimer 10-12

Brian Perkins 10-12

Louise Bell 10-15

Kenneth Redd 10-17

Marian Doershuk 10-19

Margret Beekel 10-19

Jane Zimring 10-23

Bruce Kloppman 10-23

Steven Minter 10-23

Alice Weiner 10-24

Judith Gunter 10-24

Steve  Ekeberg 10-24

Ruth Ruffing 10-26

Jason Blackford 10-30

Edward Welsh 10-30

Emily Chilcote 10-31

Jim  Newman 10-31

Bob & Betty Olson 8-1

Jamie & Hallie Stewart 8-2

Ray & Kit Sawyer 8-5

Dave & Robin Gunning 8-6

Vin & Ruth Fiordalis 8-13

Bill & Nora Castle 8-15

Paul & Karen Smith 8-22

John & Sally Schulze 8-23

William & Nancy Carpenter 8-23

Clay & Carol Mock 8-30

Chris & Krissa Spence 8-31

Mel & Marilyn Mihal 9-8

Charles  & Christina Bittenbender 9-10

Walt & Jean Kalberer 9-11

Peter & Anne Adams 9-22

Carl & Marian Doershuk 9-22

Bill & Judy Steehler 9-25

Margaret Nelson 9-26

Ed & Caroline Oberndorf 10-11

Tom & Sally Mortimer 10-11

http://www.fairmountchurch.org
http://www.fairmountchurch.org

