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Thus says the Lord:
Stand at the crossroads, and look,
    and ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way lies; and walk in it,
    and find rest for your souls. 

(Jeremiah 6:16)
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Lent 2020

Recently, I walked in the foothills of Santa 
Fe National Forest on trails which were 
often icy or muddy from melted snow, but 
clearly marked old paths. 

As Lent approaches this year, perhaps 
God is drawing us to attend to the ancient 
spiritual paths. Many of you have expressed 
to me that you are weary, and too busy, and 
a bit anxious about the future. Church is 
a place you can come to slow down, take a 
breath and catch up with God. Church is 
also not a place, but a people called to build 
relationships with one another and respond 
to God’s mission in the world.

In his book, Reaching Out, Henri Nouwen 
describes the three movements of the 
spiritual life as: an inner movement 
from loneliness to solitude, an outward 
movement from hostility to hospitality, 
and an upward movement from illusion to 
prayer. In other words, hospitality to self, 
others and God.

During Lent, you have a special invitation 
to “make space” by coming to worship, 
attending Tuesday evening sessions, 
or reading a book on hospitality or 
pilgrimage. Perhaps you will extend 
hospitality in your own home or receive 
the hospitality of another. You might also 
go on prayer walks, or take action for 
justice and peace in your neighborhood. 
Let us find ways to walk these ancient 
paths together, and find rest for our souls.

At its heart the journey of each life is a 
pilgrimage, through unforeseen sacred places 
that enlarge and enrich the soul. – John 
O’Donohue

- Pastor Jessie

Dear Fairmount Family,



Book Recommendations on 
Hospitality and Pilgrimage
The Pilgrim’s Compass: Finding and Following the 
God We Seek, by Paul H. Lang
Neighborhood Church, Transforming Your 
Congregation Into a Powerhouse for Mission, by 
Krin Van Tatenhove and Rob Mueller 
Reluctant Pilgrim: A Moody, Somewhat Self-
Indulgent Introvert’s Quest for the Spiritual 
Community by Enuma Okoro
The Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak and  
Dave Runyon 
An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor

Join Pastor Lindsay for a Walk 
Around the Neighborhood
During Lent, as we focus on walking with God, Lindsay 
will be taking time to walk around the neighborhood with 
anyone who wants to join her. Adults and families are 
welcome. You can meet her at the church for a 30 minute 
walk (not a speed walk pace, a walking with God pace!). 
Join Lindsay on these walks: 
•   9:15am Mondays – March 2, March 9, March 16, March 23, 

March 30, April 6
•   5:15pm Thursdays - Feb. 27, March 5, March 12, March 19, 

March 26, April 2

This Lenten season and Holy Week will include 
all of Fairmount’s many musical ensembles, as 
well as soloists and instrumentalists. Join us on 
Ash Wednesday for a meditative service including 
music from John Rutter’s Requiem with solo 
cello. On Palm Sunday the Crescendo Choir 
will lead us in our Hosannas, and on Maundy 
Thursday the Fairmount Choir will be featured 
in a Tenebrae Service of Darkness. Easter 
Sunday will be full of triumphal, rejoicing song 
led by our Handbell Ensemble and Choir. It’s a 
season filled with intense, deeply felt and varied 
repertoire, and we invite all to experience it with 
us! Anyone interested in singing with the choir, 
as well as vocal and instrumental solos for any 
service, contact Leah Wyman, Artistic Director, 
at lwyman@fpccle.org.

Shrove Tuesday Supper!
The name Shrove Tuesday derives from the practice of 
Anglo-Saxon Christians going into confession the day 
before Lent and being ‘shriven’ (absolved of their sins). 
To celebrate the last day before the Lenten season, people 
would indulge in rich, fatty foods (traditionally pancakes 
and sausages), and now the day is more popularly known 
as “Fat Tuesday,” or Mardi Gras. This year, we’re getting in 
the Mardi Gras spirit at Fairmount with a waffle dinner on 
Tuesday, February 25th, at 6:00pm. Come gorge yourself on 
chicken and waffles and enjoy some New Orleans jazz from 
The Robin Blake Sound Experiment! It’s the last day before 
Ash Wednesday, so let’s get in the Mardi Gras spirit! Food 
and festivities last until 7:30pm.

About the band: Tiptoeing the 
line between jam band and groove 
orchestra, the Robin Blake Sound 
Experiment (RBSE) is here, and 
they guarantee quality sound. Find 
out more about the Robin Blake 
Sound Experiment on Facebook, 
Instagram and YouTube. 

LENT

2   Fairmount Presbyterian Church



Tuesday Nights During Lent
Lenten Class – Slowing Down to Catch Up 
With God
The word ‘Godspeed’ comes from the old English 
phrase God Spede – meaning may God flourish you. 
To live at Godspeed means to be present to where 
we are, and present to who surrounds us. Spiritual 
Practices of hospitality and a focus on relationships 
is at the heart of this deeply Christian way of life. As 
poet Mary Oliver wrote, the hardest work of all is 
“standing still and learning to be astonished.” Paying 
attention to the ordinary places and people in our life is 
hard work indeed. Feel free to join us each week or just 
come the weeks you can. Materials will be available to 
accompany the theme. Childcare is available.

*All Sessions begin with a simple dinner at 6:00pm and 
class from 6:30pm-7:30pm. 

LENT

AGAPE FEAST – APRIL 7TH  
Agape feast is a celebration of Agape-Love in 
its broadest form. It is a gathering of Christian 
Community that mirrors the meals Jesus shared 
with his disciples and others throughout his 
ministry. Fellowship and community are celebrated 
around the theme of a meal. This will be an 
interactive time for all ages where we will share in 
food, scripture, prayer and song as we celebrate the 
many ways Christ gathers us in. Please visit our 
Events page, www.fpccle.org/events, and fill out 
the registration link for our Agape Feast. 

Daily Devotions
Daily Devotions for Lent can be found in the church 
office for $5 each. We have decided to offer more in-
depth reflections at a discounted cost in place of the 
smaller/cheaper pamphlets. There are options for all 
ages. Please contact Amy Kim, Director of Spiritual 
Formation if you have any questions or would like 
one sent to you.

The Lenten journey from the ashes of death to 
resurrected life begins on the first day of Lent, 
Ash Wednesday, which signifies a time to turn 
around, to change directions, to repent. On Ash 
Wednesday, we begin our Lenten trek through the 
desert toward Easter.

A pastor will be available in the chapel from 
12:00pm-1:00pm for the imposition of ashes. 
Anyone is welcome to drop by.

Fairmount will hold an evening Ash Wednesday 
Service at 6:30pm in the sanctuary with the choir 
singing and the imposition of ashes.

A TIME TO TURN 
Wednesday, February 26th

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Worship 
Join us on Thursday, April 9th, at 6:30pm, in the sanctuary 
for Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service with readings and 
the choir singing. The word Tenebrae is Latin for “shadows” 
or “darkness.” It can also be translated as “night” or “death.” 
The Tenebrae Service is an ancient tradition in Christian 
history to remember the events that occurred in Jesus’ 
life from the exuberant entrance into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday through the night of Jesus’ burial on Good Friday. 
Communion will be shared. 

Good Friday Ecumenical Worship
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Friday, April 10th, 12:00pm  
to 3:00pm 

 Join us for a  
celebration of the  
resurrection on April 12th!
•   7:00am Easter Sunrise  

Service in the courtyard
•   9:00am and 11:00am worship  

in the Sanctuary
•   10:00am Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Sunday 
Worship
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•  February 23rd: Breaking Bread: Lunch with Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett. 
Please register at www.fpccle.org/events

•  March 1st: John Zitzner, Breakthrough Schools
•  March 15th: Breaking Bread and the Annual Meeting
•  April 5th: Take a walk around the Neighborhood to practice 

Walking at Godspeed

Join us for CONNECT on the following 
Sundays at 11:15AM

Fairmount Welcomes 
Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett 

Join us Sunday morning, 
February 23rd, to hear a word 
from the Rev. Dr. Diane 
Moffett, Executive Director and 
President of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. She will 
join us, preaching in worship 

at 8:30am and 10:00am, and for a presentation 
and lunch at 11:15am. She will be talking about 
the denomination’s call to be a Matthew 25 
Church, and what that might mean for our 
congregation. Matthew 25: 31–46 calls all of 
us to actively engage in the world around us, so 
our faith comes alive and we wake up to new 
possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 
222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 
2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and 
compassionately to serve people who are hungry, 
oppressed, imprisoned or poor. To register for 
lunch, visit our website, www.fpccle.org/events. 
You will find the registration link for the luncheon 
in the online version of this announcement.

For more information on this vision check out 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
matthew-25/ and watch the video with Rev. 
Moffett herself! 

SAVE THE DATES!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
On April 5th we will collect the One Great Hour of Sharing 
special offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 100% of this 
offering will be sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency to be 
used in the Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance and Self Development of People. Participating in 
this offering supports love in action as we come together with 
Presbyterians all over the country to support these important 
mission areas. Please consider giving a gift. You can place your gift 
in an envelope marked for this offering which can be found in the 
pews, or by writing One Great Hour of Sharing in the memo line 
of a check. Thank you in advance for your support!

SAVE THE DATE!
Suburban Symphony Orchestra with Music Director Domenico 
Boyagian, in collaboration with First Baptist Church and Fairmount 
Presbyterian Church, presents Fauré’s Requiem on May 17th at 3:30pm. 

Music Director Domenico Boyagian will lead more than 100 musicians and singers 
from the community in this final concert of the season. SSO and the choirs of First 
Baptist Church and Fairmount Presbyterian Church bring their talents and love 
for music together in this community project. Inside the beautiful First Baptist 
Church, you will hear Fauré’s Dolly Suite, Borodin’s In the Steppes of Central Asia 
and Fauré’s glorious Requiem performed with symphony, chorus, and vocal soloists. 
Visit www.suberbansymphony.org. 

Suburban Symphony Orchestra’s community concert is supported in part by the residents of 
Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting
Sunday, March 15th

Save the date! On 
Sunday, March 15th, 
we will have ONE 
WORSHIP SERVICE at 
10:00am, followed by 
brunch and our Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting. 
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CRESCENDO CHOIR 
Spring Dates to Know!

March 1st: 10:00am worship service
April 5th (Palm Sunday): 10:00am 
worship service
April 26th: Annual Musical Event 
(more details to come!)

Crescendo Choir is open to all kids 
grade K-8. 
Email Chris Fader, Children’s Music 
Coordinator, at chrisfader@fpccle.
org to get involved!

FAITH FORMATION

We know life is full and we hope this night will help our kids 
build community while allowing parents to take a break and 
connect with one another. This ministry is as much for the kids as 
it is for the parents.
 
Parents Night Out is the First Friday of each month from 6:00pm-
9:00pm. Children birth-3rd grade are welcome to join us for a 
night of fun at the church with our staff and volunteers. 

We ask families to pack a sack dinner for their children, along with 
a reusable water bottle.

Please go to the Events tab of www.fpccle.org to sign up. Contact 
Amy Kim with any questions about this event: amykim@fpccle.org.

Non-members of Fairmount are welcome to utilize this night for 
$10/child payable to FPC.

Parents Night Out Dates for the year are as follows: March 6th, 
April 3rd & May 1st.

Dear Fairmount Family,

It appears the latest email 
scam targeting pastors 
continues. Several of you 
received emails from a 
phony Gmail account which 
appeared to be from me. 
Please report such emails as 
spam if they do not come 
from the fpccle.org domain. 
No one from the church 
staff will email you regarding 
favors, gift cards or being 
kidnapped overseas. At 
least we hope not!  

Peace be with you,  
Pastor Jessie

LENT 2020   5



YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS FOR 
MARCH AND APRIL
Middle School Youth (6th-8th grade) 
Friday, March 6th, 7:00pm-9:00pm: We will meet at the church 
with Club 4/5 (5th & 6th graders) for board games and dessert. 
Sunday, April 5th, 11:15am-1:00pm: We will meet for 
conversation, devotions, and lunch.

High School Youth (9th-12th grade)
Sunday, March 8th, 8:30am-1:00pm: We would love your help 
for a couple hours for the Mission Immersion Fundraising 
Breakfast. If you need community service hours, this counts. 
Saturday, March 14th, 8:30am: We will meet at the Inn on 
Coventry to talk about what is on your mind, devotions and 
breakfast. Please bring money for your meal.
Saturday, April 4th, 4:30pm-6:00pm: We need your help hiding 
1000 Easter eggs for the hunt on Easter Sunday. We are also 
looking for help on Easter Sunday. To help, see Amy Kim.
Sunday, April 19th, 4:00pm-6:00pm: We will meet in the youth 
room for conversation, devotions and dinner.

Club 4/5 meets on the first Friday of 
every month from 7:00pm-9:00pm at 
the church. In March, Middle School 
Youth will join us for board games. This 
is the perfect time to build community 
and spend some time with some pretty 
cool adults too!

HIGH SCHOOL 
MISSION IMMERSION
Ten youth and six adults will be 
traveling to the Dominican 
Republic in June for a week of 
service and cultural immersion. 
We will be learning about and 
visiting Batey 105 in hopes of 
understanding and furthering 
our partnership with this community. We will be 
spending intentional time in surrounding areas to 
learn more about the culture and systems in hopes 
of better understanding how we can help strengthen 
and support our family of faith in Batey 105.

We are thankful for the many ways this congregation 
has prioritized this outreach. There are a variety of 
ways we hope you will engage in that will support 
this trip, the youth, and their families. FIRST AND 
FOREMOST, PRAY. Pray for the preparations that 
are being made and the community building among 
the youth and adult participants. Pray for our Batey 
105 community and the relationships we continue to 
build. CONSIDER SUPPORTING THIS TRIP 
FINANCIALLY. 
•   We welcome direct sponsors who are willing to 

donate $150 or more in exchange for daily updates 
on the trip. These donors will also receive an invite 
to a special sponsors luncheon in the fall where we 
will share more details and photos of our trip.

•   Buy tickets for prize baskets starting March 1st 
(drawing March 8th).

•   Attend our Breakfast Fundraiser on March 8th 
following each worship service. We will have 
omelets to order, pancakes, and more. You will 
be able to learn more about this trip and meet all 
of those who will participate. Please invite your 
neighbors and friends. 

We are thankful for the opportunity for all of us to 
grow in understanding and faith while we prepare 
and travel to the Dominican Republic. Thank you for 
your partnership in this endeavor.

SUNDAY MARCH 8TH 
FOLLOWING BOTH WORSHIP SERVICES

Youth ministry will be making breakfast, complete with 
made-to-order omelets and more.

 We will also be selling tickets for prize baskets 
$5 each or 5 for $20. 

All funds raised from the breakfast and ticket sales will  
go to support Summer opportunities for youth.

 This is a great way to support our youth and share in a 
great meal, all while building community.
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ADMINISTRY

Stewardship 
Update
We made the call, and you listened, more 
than fulfilling your pledges for 2019! Thank 
you for your generosity! We are heading 
into 2020 with wonderful momentum. 

As for 2020 pledges, we are still short of 
our goal, and we could use your help if you 
haven’t pledged yet. Pledging helps our 
staff set goals for the year, and helps us plan 
programming and events. If you haven’t 
sent in your pledge, please do – mail it in, 
or call the church office (216-321-5800), 
or visit the ‘donate’ page on our website 
(https://fpccle.org/donate). 

NOTE: It’s been made apparent to us that 
there were issues with the Cleveland Heights 
mail delivery in the late Fall, and our office 
might not have received a pledge card from you 
if you mailed it in October or early November. 
If you haven’t received an acknowledgment 
for your pledge from the Fall, it might have 
been lost in the mail. Please call the church 
office to double-check.

Our ‘New’ Dumpster
As you may have noted since the 
reconfiguration of the parking lot in 
the rear of the church property, we 
have had the installation of a new 
DUMPSTER and a surrounding 
fence, which is required by 
code. After several years using a 
commercial disposal service, it was 
found that it was too expensive. The 
Administrative Council in August-September 
authorized the purchase of a 4-cubic yard 
dumpster from Counts Container which newly 
manufactured and delivered it on October 9th. 

Due to the fact that unauthorized use of the 
previously used dumpster has been observed, the new dumpster’s lids 
are locked at all times. While anyone with a key to the padlock may 
open and put trash in, a person without a key cannot. Please contact the 
Building Care Manager, Beaufort “Toby” Pogue, if you need a key to put 
trash into the dumpster, as trash should not be left outside or around the 
dumpster area. 

Our new container, which we had specially manufactured and painted 
for Fairmount, was fitted with a unique device called a “gravity lock,” in 
addition to a regular padlock hasp.

Now you might think…. Then how can the dumpster be emptied if it is 
locked all the time? Does the city have a key for ‘every dumpster’? No! This 
is where the gravity lock does its magic. When the city comes, the dumpster 
is lifted and tilted, as you may have normally observed anywhere. However 
this action employing gravity unlocks the dumpster when it is lifted and tilted 
in the air, allowing the contents to fall into the truck, and when tilted back, 
re-locks the dumpster – all whilst the padlock is still in place! Here is a 
neat YouTube® video which shows how it works! 

Video: https://youtu.be/wJw6lrDN6HE

2020 Sanctuary Flowers 
and Flower Delivery
Every Sunday members and friends of 
Fairmount donate the sanctuary flowers 
that illuminate our chapel and sanctuary 
during worship services. These flowers 
are purchased in memory or in honor of 
loved ones or for special events. If you 
would like to donate the sanctuary flowers 
on a specific Sunday, contact Christine 
Winters in the office (216.321.5800 x 119 
or cwinters@fpccle.org). Would you be able 
to deliver flowers to members following 
Sunday worship? If so, we could use your 
help! Contact the church office to join our 
Flower Delivery Team.

FAIRMOUNT NEWSLETTER DELIVERY
Our Fairmount Newsletter will be published quarterly in 2020. 
You can access the most recent newsletter on our website, www.
fpccle.org, under RESOURCES. You will also find a link to the 
most recent newsletter in our weekly E-News emails. Paper copies 
of the most recent newsletter can be found around the church. 
In an effort to conserve resources, we would like to know how 
you wish to receive your Fairmount Newsletter. Let us know if 
you would still like a copy mailed to your home, or if you wish to 
receive the newsletter digitally. Email your preference to Christine 
at cwinters@fpccle.org, or call the church office. 
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jmacmillan@fpccle.org, X115 

Beaufort “Toby” Pogue 
Building Care Manager 
bpogue@fpccle.org, X147

Jiana Peng 
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Christine Winters 
Office Manager 
cwinters@fpccle.org, X119

Leah Wyman 
Artistic Director 
lwyman@fpccle.org, X135

CONTACTING STAFF
Are you receiving 
our weekly E-News 
and Bible Study in 
Your Inbox emails? 
Would you like to 
receive these and 
other news from 
Fairmount via 
email? If you are not 
currently receiving 
emails from the church, or if you have 
changed your email address, contact 
Christine Winters, cwinters@fpccle.org. 
Our office staff will make sure we have 
your correct email and will add you to our 
email distribution list. You can also opt 
to receive the Fairmount newsletters and 
church-wide mailings via email, which 
will help our office save on paper and 
postage costs.

Keeping in Contact! 


