
Ash Wednesday 
February 17, 2021 

Again & Again We’re Invited In

INTROIT Konrad Binienda, organ 
Sonata in C-sharp minor "Moonlight" Opus 27 No. 2 first movement: "Adagio Sostenuto” 

 Beethoven 
Welcome & Call to Worship 

One: We are invited - 
All:  Into the story, 
 Into this space, 
 Into this time of worship. 

One: We are invited - 
All: Into reflection, 
 Into community, 
 Into our own spiritual journeys. 

One: We are invited -  
All: The broken and bruised, 
 The hopeful, the new, 
 The faithful, the doubting, 
 The wondering, the waiting. 

One: We are invited - 
All: Because God so loved the whole world; 
 So listen, trust the invitation, and bring your whole self. 
 All are invited here. 

HYMN 544 Bless the Lord My Soul BLESS THE LORD (Taizé) 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Lindsay Harren-Lewis, Associate Pastor 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Jessie MacMillan, Interim Senior Pastor 
One: Holy God - 
 We know that you are near, 
 For you are always here, gathered among us, just a breath away. 
 And despite knowing your nearness, we still stumble over ourselves, unsure of how to 
 pray. 
All: Bring our hearts into the room. 
One: So often we talk to you like a stranger, 
 Praying prayers of small talk about the weather and surface level concerns. 
 We keep genuine fear and doubt tucked into corners, out of sight, out of mind. 
All: Bring our hearts into the room. 
One: And so often we try to think our way to you, 
 As if we could use logic or our minds alone to explain your great unknown. 
 We forget what we knew as children; we forget how to feel our way to you. 
All: Bring our hearts into the room. 
One: And too regularly, we limit our experience of you to one hour a Sunday, 
 Missing your constant invitation into the holiness all around us. 
 Forgive us. Guide us. 
All: Bring our hearts into the room. 
One: We are here, God. We want to begin again. 
All: Bring our hearts into the room. Amen. 

HYMN 471  O Lord, Hear My Prayer HEAR MY PRAYER 

Words of Forgiveness  Rev. Lindsay Harren-Lewis & Rev. Jessie MacMillan 
One: Friends, whether you are standing at the door of a deeper faith journey, 
 Unsure of what comes next, 
 Or running your way through that threshold, 
 You are claimed, forgiven, and loved by God. 

All: Again and again, we are forgiven. 
 Again and again, we are loved. 
 Again and again, we are invited in. 
One: Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Rev. Jessie MacMillan 

A READING FROM THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

REFLECTION AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES  Rev. Jessie MacMillan 

“From dust you came, and to dust you shall return.”  Genesis 3:19b 

HYMN 227 Jesus, Remember Me REMEMBER ME 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=480060576


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Rev. Lindsay Harren-Lewis 
We believe in an inviting God 
Who invites the poor and the sick, 
The outcast and the lonely, 
The immigrant and the refugee, 
The awkward and the abrasive, 
The young and the innocent. 
We believe God invites the best and the worst— 
In all of us. 
We believe God invites us to: 
A life of faith, 
A crowded table, 
A messy church, 
A deeper truth, 
A resilient joy, 
A place to belong, 
A family among strangers, 
A world that is just, 
And a love that knows no bounds. 
We believe this invitation exists for all people. 
We believe this invitation exists for us. 
And when we miss the call or ignore the invite, 
We believe that God invites us again. 
Thanks be to God for that invitational Spirit. Amen.  

HYMN 836 Abide With Me  EVENTIDE  

BENEDICTION  Rev. Jessie MacMillan 

POSTLUDE Konrad Binienda, organ; Julian Machala, violinist 
E-minor Sonata K 304 second movement "Tempo di menuetto"  Mozart 

Sound recording and production by Jason Jedlicka 
Sound booth volunteers- Mike Chevraux, Grant Gannon and Caleb Stripes
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SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Passing of the Peace 
According to John’s Gospel, the Risen Christ appeared to his disciples as they huddled behind locked doors and 
offered them the gift of peace (John 20:19). We invite you to share signs of Christ’s peace with those with whom 
you are gathered, or to pass the peace virtually by calling, emailing, or texting your family and friends in our 
congregation and beyond. 

Prayer Requests During This Difficult Time 
If you would like your prayer listed in our weekly Fairmount Prayer List which is sent to our prayer community, fill out 
this form. You can also call or email Pastor Lindsay, (lindsayhl@fpccle.org, 216-321-5800 ext. 105) with prayer 
concerns or to talk to a Pastor. 
  
Going Forth: Offering Our Gifts and Our Lives to God 
With gratitude for the grace we have received, we go forth from worship to offer our energy, our hands, and part 
of our income in service to God. One way we respond to Christ’s call is by giving our financial gifts to further God’s 
mission in the world. You may mail a check to the church or make an online offering to support the many ministries 
of Fairmount Presbyterian Church by clicking the Giving tab on the homepage of our website (www.fpccle.org). 

Service by Phone 
We want to let you know of a new way you can connect to our weekly worship services – by phone!  All you have 
to do is call 216-255-9353 and you will be able to hear a recording of our Sunday worship service.  Each Sunday’s 
service will be available by 8 am that Sunday morning. 

Lent Boxes 
We have created Lent boxes to help encourage and nurture your spirituality during Lent, while we remain socially 
distanced. Each box contains a number of items for you and your household in this session, beginning with ashes for 
Ash Wednesday, a devotional practice, recipes, a living reminder of hope, and much more! The Lent boxes will be 
available for pick up during church office hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd24e5JjjmtZ30gYqfRyBGpDkXYIb1P6SMEIARUbX_PIxHE7w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd24e5JjjmtZ30gYqfRyBGpDkXYIb1P6SMEIARUbX_PIxHE7w/viewform
mailto:lindsayhl@fpccle.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fpccle.org&sa=D&ust=1590590355615000&usg=AFQjCNFjPO0ZqQTt4RskPHDEQgiKLXAqdw


Support for a Refugee Family  
The Munyazese family, whom Fairmount has been supporting since their arrival from a Congolese refugee camp in 
2018, has asked for help with beds for their growing adolescent family.  The family recently relocated to St. Clair and 
61st Street and left behind the children's' beds and bedding due to a bedbug infestation.  The five children (ages 
11-15) are now sleeping on the floor on air mattresses.  We're looking for two metal-framed bunk beds, the kind with 
a full-size bottom mattress and  a twin on top.  We also need both twin and full-size sheets and blankets, plus pillows.  
Because health regulations require new mattresses, we would also welcome cash contributions for this purchase.  
Finally, if there are congregation members out there who have a truck or van to transport the items, we would love 
to have your help.  If you're able to contribute the bed frames, bedding, or transportation, please contact Sarah 
Stone at sarah.hayden.stone@gmail.com.  Contributions can be made in several ways: 1. By physical check made 
payable to Fairmount Presbyterian Church, in memo line please write “ Refugee Assistance Fund” 2. Cash donations 
can be brought to the church office/Welcome Center, Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 1 PM, for which you 
will be given a receipt. 3. Use our online giving form: https://onrealm.org/FairmountPresby/give/now 

Communicating with Fairmount Leadership 
We would like to remind members and friends that if you have questions or would like to communicate with the 
Session (the governing body of the church), please email our Clerk of Session, Bourbon Zeigler, at clerk@fpccle.org. 
If you have questions or wish to communicate with any of our four councils, please use the following email 
addresses: Administration Council: admin@fpccle.org; Care Council: care@fpccle.org; Faith Formation Council: 
faith@fpccle.org; Serve Council: serve@fpccle.org. All Council Night meetings are open to all and Admin, Care, 
and Faith Formation take place on the third Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm via Zoom. The Serve Council meets 
on Zoom on the fourth Wednesday of the month.  

Tuesday Evening Lenten Study  
Tuesday Evening Lenten Study begins February 23rd at 6:30pm, using the book, Lent of Liberation, Confronting the 
Legacy of American Slavery, by Cheri Mills. This Lenten devotional invites readers to learn more about the brutal 
institution of slavery and its impact on Black people in America and recognize how its evolution and legacy 
continue to harm their descendants in the United States today. Order your own copy or reserve one by calling or 
emailing Christine, cwinters@fpccle.org, at the office. The cost is $14.00. We will gather each week for discussion on 
Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30pm. Pastor Jessie will be the primary discussion leader. The Zoom link will be sent each week 
in the Sunday morning email.  
Please sign up here to receive the Zoom link: https://forms.gle/N3Rct4ynj7AVjdns6.  
Even if you can’t join us for discussion, join us in reading and reflecting on this important theme. 

Sunday Morning Coffee and Conversation  
Beginning Sunday, February 21st, join the Pastors on Zoom Sunday mornings at 10:00am during Lent, as we casually 
gather to check in, say hello, and have conversation around Lenten themes. We will be using the devotion cards 
from our Lent boxes as a jumping off point (these will also be posted on our social media). There is no pre-work or 
homework for this meet up – just come as you are on Sunday.ere will be more details on how to join t                                                         

FPC Nature Trivia Challenge! Friday, February 19th at 6:30pm 
The NatureVation Outdoor Adventures  Nature Trivia Challenge is a fun, participative, team building activity in 
which participants are challenged to answer questions of history, culture, and folklore related to northeast Ohio’s 
great natural places. Elaine Price, Founder and CEO of NatureVation Outdoor Adventures, and Gordon Landefeld,  
lead the program.  Join us on Zoom on Friday, February 19th at 6:30pm, for this fun, educational, interactive 
evening! Visit https://fpccle.org/events to learn more and to register.  

COVID-19 Vaccination for Those 65 +  
The COVID-19 vaccinations may soon be available to members of our congregation. For vaccine availability, we 
ask you to contact your local county Health Department: (visit https://fpccle.org/home/online-worship for the links). 
Additionally, some local Giant Eagle and Marc’s pharmacies are distributing the vaccine. You can also find the links 
to Giant Eagle and Marc’s on our Online Worship webpage.  For those of you affiliated with The Cleveland Clinic or 
Metro Health, you can also schedule your vaccination through MyChart.  Several members of our congregation 
have been trained by GCC (Greater Cleveland Congregations) to tell you more about the COVID-19 vaccine and 
vaccines in general, just in case you have any questions. You may contact church members Keith Mills, Ray 
McKinney, Ulrich Hopfer, Peter Horth, Gordon Landefeld and Jean Sylak with your questions.   

mailto:sarah.hayden.stone@gmail.com
https://onrealm.org/FairmountPresby/give/now
mailto:clerk@fpccle.org
mailto:admin@fpccle.org
mailto:care@fpccle.org
mailto:faith@fpccle.org
mailto:serve@fpccle.org
https://forms.gle/N3Rct4ynj7AVjdns6
https://fpccle.org/events
https://fpccle.org/home/online-worship


If you do not have access to a computer, please use the following phone numbers to learn how to schedule your 
vaccination.  
• United Way Help Line: 211 
• University Hospital: 216-800-9367 
• The Cleveland Clinic: 216-444-2538 

Fairmount Prayer Shawls 
Is there someone in our church community or in your life who are in need of the love and prayers from FPC? 
Fairmount Prayer Shawls are available for pick up during our church office hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00am 
to 1:00pm. FPC Prayer Shawls can be given for joyous occasions and for times when a wrapping of comfort is 
needed. If you are a knitter, and want to learn more about our Prayer Shawl Ministry, contact the church office, 
216.321.5800.  

Join FPC on Instagram! 
Install the Instagram app from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store to follow our photos and videos. Once on 
Instagram, search for FPCCLE or visit  https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?
i=1a4go9plavbh&utm_content=eqwiraz. 

Extending the Table 
Many thanks to those who have been helping us stock the new Little Free Pantry that is located at the church on 
the Scarborough side of the driveway.  We have been thankful for the donations, but have become more aware 
of the need in the community for this food. We are going to encourage all of you to donate whenever you can 
and use this opportunity to EXTEND THE TABLE.  Please bring your donations when you come to church or when you 
are in the neighborhood.  Donations can be placed directly in the pantry.  There is an overfill bin next to the 
northeast door on Scarborough, and you may also drop off items for the pantry to the Welcome Center during 
office hours, Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm. This is an ongoing outreach opportunity to support all year 
round.  Thank you for all the ways that you give. 

https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=1a4go9plavbh&utm_content=eqwiraz
https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=1a4go9plavbh&utm_content=eqwiraz
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