
Americans Making Immigrants Safe (AIMS)
 

Fairmount is honored to be able to partner with AMIS, and we see this relationship as
actively responding to the call in Matthew 25 to “Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for... I
was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  

The mission of AMIS is to inspire hope and contribute to the well-being of immigrants
and families as they seek legal status in the United States by assisting with resources for
legal services, education, basic living expenses, and self-sufficiency. Through simple,
targeted, rapid response efforts, AMIS, Inc. organizes support for Northeast Ohio
immigrants in crisis. 

Jonas, who is currently living in our church apartment, has been a recipient of the
support AMIS seeks to provide.  He fled the Congo in 2017 after being severely beaten
and detained by corrupt government officials when he refused to support them. 
 Making his way to the California/Mexico border, he legally requested asylum with a U.S.
immigration officer. The Border Patrol then detained him in July 2018 and sent him to
the Youngstown maximum security prison where he stayed until February 21, 2020,
when he was moved to the Geauga County jail.  Jonas has never committed a crime.

When the ACLU Ohio won a habeas corpus petition based on the dangers of COVID-19
for detainees who have underlying medical issues, Jonas was finally set free.  He was
released in April of 2020, and has been really enjoying living at Fairmount and getting to
know several of our members.

For more information visit their website - https://amisohio.org.  Here you can read more
success stories and watch this video about another asylum seeker here in Cleveland
Heights that was featured on CBS Sunday Morning.  You can also talk with our very own
Jean Sylak - she was so moved by Jonas’ story and the work of AMIS that she has joined
their board!  So much good news to share!

“The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the
alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”

- Leviticus 19:34
 

God of rebirth, we pray for immigrant adults and children who have been forced to leave
behind all they have ever known.  Heal them from the trauma of fear, deprivation, loss and

abuse.  Comfort them and give them peace and wholeness.  Prepare us to be welcoming
friends who relieve their uncertainty.  Amen.

-a prayer from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://amisohio.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIYDGvWHNfI&t=3s

