
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Spirit of God, you intercede through us with your sighs too deep for words. In the midst of all that 
aches, we know that you are with us. As we feel it all. As we hope for more. As we work together 
to find our way through uncertainties and loss. You accompany us with compassion and wisdom. 
Encourage us, O God, in the journey before us. Amen. 

PRELUDE  Matt Bickett  

WELCOME AND CARING FOR THE COMMUNITY Rev. Lindsay Harren-Lewis, Associate Pastor 

9:45am - Time for Young Disciples 
Camp Compassion Virtual VBS can be found here: 

 https://fpccle.org/home/compassion-camp-virtual-vbs 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Let us come together rejoicing. For nothing can separate us from the love of 
 God. 
All: Not life nor death. 
One: Not prejudice nor power. 
All: Not our grief nor our fears. 
One: Not the wrongs we have done nor the wrongs done against us. 
All: Love comes to us still. 
One: When nothing feels certain, this truth remains: 
All: The Spirit is our constant companion, ushering us toward life. 
One: Let every heart be lifted! 
All: The kingdom of God is so close.  
 Nothing can keep love from enfleshing among us.

HYMN 35 (see page 3) Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord, you search our hearts and see the places where they are hardened, 
and resistant to your will.  
In this time of much upheaval and pain,  
we frequently turn away from those in need,  
seeking our own security instead of the well-being of all creation.  
We let petty differences separate us from one another.  
We allow self-interest to overwhelm your commandment to love our neighbors.  
We fail to see your image evident in every person. 
Forgive us, we pray,  
and in your mercy redirect us so that we can once again walk in your ways.  
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Romans 8:33-34) 
Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
Friends, believe the good news, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Bread baking God… 
As you nourish us 
with the bread of life 
and the milk of your Word, 
let your Spirit hang an apron around our necks, 
fashioned and patterned 
like that worn by our Lord-become friend, Jesus. 

Instruct us, 
here in the halls 
of your kitchen-kingdom, 
with the recipes of mercy 
and forgiveness, 
of compassion and redemption. 

Leaven our lives 
til they rise in praise: 
Offered blessed and broken, 
For the healing of the nations. 

-Kenneth L. Schested, In the Land of the Living: Prayers Personal and Public, p. 70-71 

SUNG SCRIPTURE (Romans 8):    Neither Death nor Life John Webb, Katie Galicic, duet 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  “Hidden Things.”    Rev. Jessie MacMillan  

HYMN 175 (see pages 4&5) Seek Ye First LAFFERTY 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE  Matt Bickett 
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SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Passing of the Peace 
According to John’s Gospel, the Risen Christ appeared to his disciples as they huddled behind locked doors and 
offered them the gift of peace (John 20:19). We invite you to share signs of Christ’s peace with those with whom 
you are gathered, or to pass the peace virtually by calling, emailing, or texting your family and friends in our 
congregation and beyond. 

Going Forth: Offering Our Gifts and Our Lives to God 
With gratitude for the grace we have received, we go forth from worship to offer our energy, our hands, and part of 
our income in service to God. One way we respond to Christ’s call is by giving our financial gifts to further God’s 
mission in the world. You may mail a check to the church or make an online offering to support the many ministries 
of Fairmount Presbyterian Church by clicking the Giving tab on the homepage of our website (www.fpccle.org). 

TODAY! Congregational Meeting: July 26th at 11:30am 
The Session has called a special congregational meeting on July 26 at 11:30 am for the purpose of 
filling vacancies for 1 elder and 4 deacons. The Nominating Committee is nominating the following 
individuals for service: 
• Elder  Class of 2021 - Gordon Landefeld  
• Deacons Class of 2021: Judy Steehler, Martha Lee, Kathy Imbler, & Peter Bush 

The meeting will take place over Zoom. Here is the link.   
 Topic: Congregational Meeting 
 Time: Jul 26, 2020 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85415464499?pwd=VW53bmhXVjRDNUVTbVN0VUd2a1hkQT09 
 Meeting ID: 854 1546 4499 
 Password: 488032 
 One tap mobile 
  +16465588656,,85415464499#,,,,0#,,488032# US (New York) 

Farewell Parade for Leah Wyman, our Artistic Director.   
In celebration for all that Leah has brought to our community, we would love you to come show your appreciation 
on Wednesday, July 29th, from 6:00pm-7:30 pm in a vehicle parade in the driveway.  In light of the rising covid 
cases in Cuyahoga County we are asking that you stay in your car and wear your masks as you drive through.  
Leah will be there to greet you.  There will be a basket for you to drop a card or token of your appreciation for 
Leah.  We HIGHLY RECOMMEND DECORATING your car for the occasion and look forward to doing what we can to 
celebrate Leah!  

Session Guidelines for a Care Filled Return to In-Person Worship 
The coronavirus pandemic has challenged churches to continue being the Church without gathering in person. 
Fairmount has met that challenge by meeting online, recording and posting worship, providing instructions for 
worship at home, and finding other ways to connect. The strength and resiliency of our family of faith has become 
evident.  But the challenges don’t end there. As we continue to live with this pandemic, we continue to have to 
find ways to connect and worship with each other, offer comfort and build community, and remain true to our 
church’s mission and Christ’s calling. 

Please read through our Session Guidelines for a Care Filled Return to In-Person Worship. 

A William Birkett Willams Memorial Lecture - Sunday, August 16th at 4:00pm on Zoom  
Dale Hilton, Director of Adult Learning, The Cleveland Museum of Art (retired), presents: 

Stations of the Cross- Images from the Cleveland Museum of Art with a Q&A session.  

Please RSVP by  emailing Christine Winters  at cwinters@fpccle.org. For questions only call 216-321-5800 – Ext. 119. 
You must register to receive the zoom link. The registration deadline is Sunday, August 9th, as Zoom capacity may 
limit attendance. For more information, visit: https://fpccle.org/home/william-birkett-williams-lecture. 
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New FPC Office Hours  
The FPC Office will be open Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm, or by appointment. Please call 216.321.5800 
to schedule an appointment outside of office hours. We ask that you wear a mask during your visit in the church 
building. If you do not have a mask, one will be provided for you. Please sign-in at the Welcome Center where a 
member of our staff will conduct a wellness check. We ask that you observe the social distancing signs and markings 
around the church. 

Compassion Camp our virtual Vacation Bible Schoo 
The theme of this week is: Compassion Helps Us Love Ourselves. It means showing gentleness and kindness to 
ourselves in heart, soul, mind, and strength. When we pay attention to and honor our own selves, we experience how 
God sees and loves us. Through Jesus’ teaching of an ancient Hebrew commandment, the children will experience 
self-love as an essential form of compassion. Children will practice affirming themselves through word and body, 
seeing how doing so connects them to God’s Spirit within. We would like you to join us in our practice of compassion 
by making something that brings YOU joy!. To learn more about Compassion Camp you can visit our websites 
homepage and click on Compassion Camp. 

THANK YOU!   
On behalf of myself and my family, thank you for all the prayers, words or encouragement and notes you offered 
while I was away taking care of my health.  Our bodies are such a precious gift from God and I am thankful to have 
had the ability and support from our church community while I was away.  Peace, Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks, Director 
of Spiritual Formation 

Stewardship Update 
Fairmount Family, thank you so much for your continued support each week in the virtual offering plate.  I am 
pleased to report that for those of you who have pledged, we have reached 51% fulfillment of your pledges through 
June – meaning we are right on track for the year!  We are still $70,000 shy of our pledge commitment goal, so if you 
are moved to make a pledge now, please do so through our website: https://fpccle.org/giving.  It is NEVER too late.  
As some of you might know, the CARES Act, passed into law in March in response to the economic crisis created by 
the pandemic, allows for expanded deductibility of charitable contributions from your 2020 taxes.  If you take a 
standard deduction on your taxes (you do not itemize), you can now take up to an additional $300 in charitable 
giving as a deduction on top of the standard deduction.  If you itemize deductions, it allows for expanded 
deductibility of cash contributions this year.  Normally the tax code caps an individual to deducting charitable 
contributions only up to 50% of your adjusted gross income – this legislation allows for full deductibility of cash 
contributions made in 2020, no cap.  Please keep Fairmount in your giving plans, pledge or no pledge.  The 
pandemic has created unusual challenges for our community and we want Fairmount to navigate this time with all 
the resources it can, so as to emerge strongly and supporting each other every step of the way.  Please feel free to 
call me with any questions about pledging or giving to Fairmount.  Peggy Roberts, proberts@riversidecompany.com. 

Prayer Requests During This Difficult Time 
If you would like your prayer listed in our weekly Fairmount Prayer List which is sent to our prayer community, fill out this 
form. You can also call or email Pastor Lindsay, (lindsayhl@fpccle.org, 216-321-5800 ext. 105) with prayer concerns or 
to talk to a Pastor.
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