
GATHERING MUSIC Help Us Accept Each Other 

*This Ecumenical virtual choir was made up of members from Fairmount Presbyterian, Lakewood 
Presbyterian, Plymouth United Church of Christ and First Baptist Church. 

WELCOME AND CARING FOR THE COMMUNITY Leah Wyman, Artistic Director 

9:45am - Time for Young Disciples 
Camp Compassion Virtual VBS can be found here: 

 https://fpccle.org/home/compassion-camp-virtual-vbs 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: God has searched us and known us. 
 God knows when we sit down and when we rise up. 
All:  God searches out our path and our lying down. 
 God is acquainted with all our ways. 
One: Before a word is on our tongues, God knows it. 
 God’s hand is ever available to guide us. 
All: Such knowledge is a wonder to us. 
 It is beyond anything we can attain. 
One:  We cannot escape from God’s spirit. 
 There is nowhere to flee from God’s presence. 
All:  Darkness is as light to our God. 
 God illuminates the way before us. 

HYMN 318 (see page 3)  In Christ there Is No East or West ST. PETER 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One:  When we run away from our problems, we discover that we cannot run  
 away from ourselves. Yet God is present with us to hear our confession and  
 offer forgiveness. God brings us back to face what we have left behind in  
 order that we may claim the promise of reconciliation and wholeness. 
All: Search us and test us, that all wickedness may be purged from us, O Creator. 
 Save us from our futile striving after our own advantage. Reshape our will to  
 conform with Your intentions for us. We confess that we have allowed weeds  
 to grow in our lives. Our focus has drifted from the harvest You intend to the  
 fears and greed that hold us hostage. Release us from bondage to decay  
 that we may grow in likeness to Jesus Christ. We want to bear fruit for You.  
 Turn us to the brightness of a new day. 

(moment of silent confession) 

One:  We ask all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE: Hymn 579   Lord, Have Mercy KYRIE ELEISON 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
One:  If by the Spirit we put to death the misuse of our bodies, we will live. We are  
 set free from bondage to death to claim the freedom of the glory of the  
 children of God. Live in the hope God offers, waiting with patience for all  
 that God will yet reveal. You will shine like the sun in the realm of God, who  
 leads us in the way everlasting. 
All:  Alleluia and Amen! 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

ANTHEM Child of God Mark Miller 
 Alicia Hrubey, Sam Wetzel, vocals; Jiana Peng, piano 

EPISTLE READING Romans 8:12-25 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  “Sowed as Good Seed.”    Rev. Stephen C. Blonder Adams  

PASTORAL PRAYER  

HYMN 346 (see page 4) For the Healing of the Nations ST. THOMAS (Wade) 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
One: Scattered yet still called to serve, listen for God’s direction. 
 Let your face shine with the good news you have received. 
All: The Spirit of God will lead us day by day. 
 God claims us and is with us every moment. 
One: God promises to be with us wherever we go. 
 We can say, “Surely God is in this place.” 
All: God searches us and knows us. 
 All our thoughts and actions are discerned by God. 
One: Let us live, then, according to the Spirit. 
 Let us show forth the first fruits of the Spirit. 
All: With eager longing, we seek to live in the Spirit. 
 We look up with hope and patience and joy. 

BLESSING 

POSTLUDE  Matt Bickett 
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SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Passing of the Peace 
According to John’s Gospel, the Risen Christ appeared to his disciples as they huddled behind locked doors and 
offered them the gift of peace (John 20:19). We invite you to share signs of Christ’s peace with those with whom 
you are gathered, or to pass the peace virtually by calling, emailing, or texting your family and friends in our 
congregation and beyond. 

Going Forth: Offering Our Gifts and Our Lives to God 
With gratitude for the grace we have received, we go forth from worship to offer our energy, our hands, and part of 
our income in service to God. One way we respond to Christ’s call is by giving our financial gifts to further God’s 
mission in the world. You may mail a check to the church or make an online offering to support the many ministries 
of Fairmount Presbyterian Church by clicking the Giving tab on the homepage of our website (www.fpccle.org). 

New FPC Office Hours  
The FPC Office will be open Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm, or by appointment. Please call 216.321.5800 
to schedule an appointment outside of office hours. We ask that you wear a mask during your visit in the church 
building. If you do not have a mask, one will be provided for you. Please sign-in at the Welcome Center where a 
member of our staff will conduct a wellness check. We ask that you observe the social distancing signs and 
markings around the church. 

Farewell Parade for Leah Wyman, our Artistic Director.   
In celebration for all that Leah has brought to our community, we would love you to come show your appreciation 
on Wednesday, July 29th, from 6:00pm-7:30 pm in a vehicle parade in the driveway.  In light of the rising covid 
cases in Cuyahoga County we are asking that you stay in your car and wear your masks as you drive through.  
Leah will be there to greet you.  There will be a basket for you to drop a card or token of your appreciation for 
Leah.  We HIGHLY RECOMMEND DECORATING your car for the occasion and look forward to doing what we can to 
celebrate Leah!  

Congregational Meeting: July 26th at 11:30am 
The Session has called a special congregational meeting on July 26 at 11:30 am for the purpose of 
filling vacancies for 1 elder and 4 deacons. The Nominating Committee is nominating the following 
individuals for service: 
• Elder  Class of 2021 - Gordon Landefeld  
• Deacons Class of 2021: Judy Steehler, Martha Lee, Kathy Imbler, & Peter Bush 

The meeting will take place over Zoom. Here is the link.   
 Topic: Congregational Meeting 
 Time: Jul 26, 2020 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85415464499?pwd=VW53bmhXVjRDNUVTbVN0VUd2a1hkQT09 
 Meeting ID: 854 1546 4499 
 Password: 488032 
 One tap mobile 
  +13126266799,,85415464499#,,,,0#,,488032# US (Chicago) 
  +16465588656,,85415464499#,,,,0#,,488032# US (New York) 
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Rev. Stephen C. Blonder Adams is a Spiritual Care Coordinator with Hospice of the Western Reserve. He first came 
to Old Stone from seminary in 1989, as Interim Associate Pastor, and has since served Old Stone as a Parish 
Associate, Gap Pastor and continues to provide premarital counseling and officiate weddings. He has served as 
Interim Pastor for three other churches in the Cleveland area and Gap Pastor for Lyndhurst Presbyterian. He has 
been a guest lecturer at CWRU, CCF and UH, having spoken nationally and internationally on such topics as 
Spirituality & Medicine, Healing Touch and Cultural Diversity. He is also an artist and trained vocalist, annually 
singing at Park Synagogue for the High Holy Days Choir. Pastor Stephen and his husband Bruce have been 
together 27 years and are grateful for marriage equality. They live in Cleveland Heights with their English Bulldog, 
Butterball. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fpccle.org&sa=D&ust=1590590355615000&usg=AFQjCNFjPO0ZqQTt4RskPHDEQgiKLXAqdw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85415464499?pwd=VW53bmhXVjRDNUVTbVN0VUd2a1hkQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fpccle.org&sa=D&ust=1590590355615000&usg=AFQjCNFjPO0ZqQTt4RskPHDEQgiKLXAqdw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85415464499?pwd=VW53bmhXVjRDNUVTbVN0VUd2a1hkQT09


Compassion Camp our virtual Vacation Bible School is beginning its second week.  The theme of this week is: 
Compassion Helps Us Be Brave.  We will be talking about how reaching out to our neighbors can restore and make 
our communities whole.  The Scripture is Mark 2:1-12.  We would like you to join us in our practice of compassion by 
writing a letter or two of encouragement and deliver or send it out.  Some suggestions are essential workers including; 
grocery store staff, medical workers and bus drivers.  Or incarcerated people, older adults, elected officials and 
school board members.  All of us could use some encouragement.  To learn more about Compassion Camp you can 
visit our websites homepage and click on Compassion Camp. 

Staff Notes.  
• Pastor Jessie will be returning on July 18th.  
• Pastor Lindsay will be returning on July 21st. 

THANK YOU!   
On behalf of myself and my family, thank you for all the prayers, words or encouragement and notes you offered 
while I was away taking care of my health.  Our bodies are such a precious gift from God and I am thankful to have 
had the ability and support from our church community while I was away.  Peace, Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks, Director 
of Spiritual Formation 

Stewardship Update 
Fairmount Family, thank you so much for your continued support each week in the virtual offering plate.  I am 
pleased to report that for those of you who have pledged, we have reached 51% fulfillment of your pledges through 
June – meaning we are right on track for the year!  We are still $70,000 shy of our pledge commitment goal, so if you 
are moved to make a pledge now, please do so through our website: https://fpccle.org/giving.  It is NEVER too late.  
As some of you might know, the CARES Act, passed into law in March in response to the economic crisis created by 
the pandemic, allows for expanded deductibility of charitable contributions from your 2020 taxes.  If you take a 
standard deduction on your taxes (you do not itemize), you can now take up to an additional $300 in charitable 
giving as a deduction on top of the standard deduction.  If you itemize deductions, it allows for expanded 
deductibility of cash contributions this year.  Normally the tax code caps an individual to deducting charitable 
contributions only up to 50% of your adjusted gross income – this legislation allows for full deductibility of cash 
contributions made in 2020, no cap.  Please keep Fairmount in your giving plans, pledge or no pledge.  The 
pandemic has created unusual challenges for our community and we want Fairmount to navigate this time with all 
the resources it can, so as to emerge strongly and supporting each other every step of the way.  Please feel free to 
call me with any questions about pledging or giving to Fairmount.  Peggy Roberts, proberts@riversidecompany.com. 

Prayer Requests During This Difficult Time 
If you would like your prayer listed in our weekly Fairmount Prayer List which is sent to our prayer community, fill out this 
form. 
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