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Here
There are places that our bodies know—
The curve of the couch, the creak of the porch swing,
The number of steps to our love’s front door.
There are places that our bodies know,
And then there are places our souls know—
Waiting rooms and sanctuaries,
Nurseries and bedrooms,
Open roads and dinner tables.
These are the travel routes,
The many destinations of a well-lived soul.
And while my soul would always prefer
To stay in the sun, living on the
Front porch swings where life is easy,
From time to time,
We all find ourselves at grief’s front door,
In love’s waiting room,
Or on the long and treacherous road to justice’s house.
So when you do,
Remember:
Your body can be in a familiar space
While your soul can feel a long way from home.
Go easy on her.
She is traveling.
Being here has never been easy.
 

– Prayer by Rev. Sarah Are 
A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Keeping Connected

Lent 2021
February/March

As Lent begins, we’re invited in—to 
community, to this season, to our own 
spiritual journey, to true transformation. 
We’re on this journey together, but we’re 
invited to turn inward, to be here in this 
moment. May you find opportunities to 
connect with God and with one another 
throughout this season of reflection and 
repentance. Again and again, God meets 
us when we say, “Here I am, Lord.”

Grateful to be here with you,

- Pastor Jessie

Pastor’s Note,

Links to our:

Can be found at:  
www.fpccle.org



UPDATE FROM SESSION & STEWARDSHIP

STEWARDSHIP 
The 2021 Stewardship Campaign 
is coming along, but we need your 
help! 

So far we have received 130 
pledges, for $521,420. This 
represents an average pledge of 
$4,000, which is wonderfully 
generous. But it also represents 
more than 80 fewer pledging units 
than last year. As you might recall, 
our theme for the 2021 campaign 
was Keeping Connected. Pledging 
your support to Fairmount is a 
wonderful way to stay connected! 
We have every reason to be excited 
about the future of Fairmount, and 
every amount of financial support 
from you is important at this time. 
 
Our goal for 2021 is $710,000. To 
make this goal, we need another 
$188,580 in pledges from our 
congregation. Any amount helps. 
If you are one of the individuals or 
families who have yet to turn in a 
pledge for 2021, it is never too late. 
Please contact the church office 
(216-321-5800) or visit our website 
at fpccle.org/giving to enter your 
pledge electronically. 
 
Thank you for reviewing this 
update. Engagement from each 
member on this important topic is 
essential to ensure the growth of 
our church over its next 100 years! 

If you have any questions about 
Stewardship, please call Peggy 
Roberts (216-268-9303) or talk 
with Pastor Jessie or Pastor 
Lindsay.

Update from Session  
Session met on January 23rd for an abbreviated retreat on Zoom. We 
welcomed the new Elder class of Megan Bennett, Grant Gannon, Todd 
Imbler and Chin-Tai Kim. They will be installed, weather permitting, in the 
church parking lot on February 7th, along with our new Deacons. 

We started off the year with a few major decisions. The first was to welcome 
a new resident into the empty church apartment. This apartment has been 
lovingly restored and furnished by Jean Sylak, Mary Giffin, and members of 
the Fairmount staff. Serve Council has been discussing potential uses which 
align with our mission and ministry. In the midst of our deliberations, an 
unexpected opportunity arose to partner with AMIS (Americans Making 
Immigrants Safe), a Cleveland Heights organization, to provide three 
months of housing for a young man from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
who is waiting to receive his work permit. You may see Jonas around the 
property and if you do, please welcome him!

Secondly, we approved a Mission Study Report which has been sent to the 
Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery of the Western Reserve. Once 
approved, we will have permission to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee! 
Thank you to all who have taken part in our in-depth mission study, which 
began in March of 2020.

We also approved a job description for a part-time Director of Youth and 
Adult Spiritual Formation. We are looking for a person to partner with Faith 
Formation Council and staff in building relationships and providing faith 
formation opportunities. We’re grateful to already have Chris Fader on board 
as Children’s Ministry Coordinator.

Session is taking a serious look at the ministry priorities presented at our 
second congregational Summit in November, https://fpccle.org/home/
mission-working-groups. Serve Council is discussing Becoming a Matthew 
25 Congregation, expanding our food ministry and forming a permanent 
group to steer efforts toward Intentional Diversity and Anti-Racism. Care 
Council is making plans to develop a Shepherds program and reinvigorate 
Stephen’s Ministry. We hope to have more offerings for adult education and 
member development in the future. A new website is coming soon, along 
with an improved communication strategy holding it all together. Admin 
Council continues to oversee the building and finances, with many special 
projects underway. Currently our building is open for groups numbering ten 
and fewer, masked and socially distanced.

Please keep members of Session in your prayers and let us know if you have any 
questions or concerns. Councils generally meet virtually the third Wednesday 
of each month. Call or email the office if you would like the Zoom link. 
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LENT

SAVE THE DATES
While this Lent will be different in many ways, we will still find ways to come 
together in worship and prayer. We will be offering special virtual worship 
services in addition to our Sunday morning services, which can be found at 
www.fpccle.org or https://www.facebook.com/fairmountchurch.

FEBRUARY 17 – ASH WEDNESDAY  
This brief service is a way to begin the Lenten season with intention and prayer. 
It will be posted at 6am so that it is available for you whenever you begin your 
day, or are able to find a few moments of quiet.

APRIL 1 – MAUNDY THURSDAY  
This service will be From Our Table to Yours. Join us as we hear Scripture, prayers 
and reflections from the home tables of many of our members as well as our 
sanctuary’s communion table. Partaking in communion will be a part of this 
service, so have your elements ready. This service will be posted at 6:30pm.

APRIL 2 – GOOD FRIDAY  
We will journey through the Stations of the Cross, with confession, lament, 
imagery, and reflection. Stay tuned for how you can sign up to walk through the 
stations at church during Holy Week, and for a virtual option for this as well.

APRIL 4 – EASTER SUNDAY  
Join us to celebrate the Good News – the Resurrection of our Lord! We will 
have two services of worship that you can participate in virtually, including 
a traditional Easter celebration of Scripture, music and proclamation, and a 
shorter service geared toward younger children. We hope you will join us – and 
invite your friends and family too! 

LENT BOX

We have created Lent boxes to help 
encourage and nurture your spiritual 
practices during Lent even while we 
remain socially distanced. Similar 
to our Advent boxes last December, 
these boxes contain a number of 
items for you and your household in 
this season, beginning with ashes 
for Ash Wednesday, a devotional 
practice, recipes, a living reminder 
of hope, and much more!

Come to church on Sunday 
February 7th between 9:00am-
10:00am to drive thru and pick-up 
communion and your box. If you are 
not able to stop by then, they will be 
available at the church during office 
hours, Monday through Friday, 
9:00am to 1:00pm, until they are all 
given away.

Please contact Pastor Lindsay if you 
need a box to be delivered to you.

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we 
mess up again. Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross repeats – every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the 
powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love. And yet, in the midst of the motion blur 
chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: “I choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.” Again and again, God 
breaks the cycle and offers us a new way forward.

This Lent is no different – we come to God again and again with our prayers, our dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. Even if 
from a distance, we will continue to be community to one another – especially when it’s hard – by choosing each other over 
and over again. We will continue to love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us.

Join us this Lent as again and again, we bring all of who we are to God and trust that God will meet us, time and again, 
along the way.

LENT 2021   3



Tuesday Evening 
Lenten Study  
Tuesday evening Lenten study begins February 23 at 6:30pm 
using the book, Lent of Liberation, Confronting the Legacy of 
American Slavery, by Cheri Mills.

This Lenten devotional invites 
readers to learn more about the 
brutal institution of slavery and 
its impact on Black people in 
America and recognize how its 
evolution and legacy continue 
to harm their descendants in 
the United States today. Each 
of the forty devotions includes 
the testimony of a person 
who escaped slavery through 
the Underground Railroad, 
a Scripture passage, and a reflection connecting biblical 
and historical themes to challenge modern readers to work 
for liberation. Reflecting on Lenten themes of exodus, 
redemption, discipline, and repentance, readers, both Black 
and white, will be empowered for the work of racial justice.

Order your own copy or reserve one by calling or emailing 
Christine, cwinters@fpccle.org, at the office. The cost is 
$14.00. We will gather each week for discussion on Tuesdays 
from 6:30-7:30pm, led by our Pastors. The Zoom link will be 
sent each week in the Sunday morning email. Even if you can’t 
join us for discussion, join us in reading and reflecting on this 
important theme.

FAITH FORMATION 

Sunday Morning Coffee 
and Conversation
Join the Pastors on Zoom Sunday mornings at 
10:00am during Lent, as we casually gather to check 
in, say hello, and have conversation around Lenten 
themes. We will be using the devotion cards from our 
Lent boxes as a jumping off point (these will also be 
posted on our social media). There is no pre-work or 
homework for this meet up – just come as you are on 
Sunday morning! There will be more details on how to 
join the conversation to come.

All artwork by
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LIT TLE FREE PANTRY

Little Free Pantry 
Our Little Free Pantry has been up for several 
months and is frequently used. We are so 
thankful to all who have contributed to the 
pantry, and grateful that it is helping to meet a 
need in our community. Member Sarah Stone 
says that over the past month or so, she has 
been walking to the Little Pantry 1-2 times a 
week, “both as a welcome way to get outside 
and as a spiritual practice.” She has noticed 
some trends in 
the use of the 
Pantry, and 
wrote this 
piece as a way 
to try to put 
herself in the 
shoes of those 
who come to 
the Pantry. 
We encourage 
you to join in 
this spiritual 
practice!

If I Could Give You My Little Pantry Grocery List, by Sarah Stone
I’m the person you’re hoping to help when you stock the Little Pantry. I can’t speak with you directly, so help me explain how you can help me.

I may not have a regular place where I can cook, but I can usually find a microwave. Nutritious one-serving meals (soups or stews or mac and cheese) mean I can eat no matter where I am. I don’t always have a can opener. Cans with pull-tops, tear-open pouches or jars with lids are a life saver. So are your extra single-use packages of spoons/forks/napkins.

Single-serving healthy snacks, like granola bars or pouches of nuts or fruit cups, means I can eat on the go and share with others. The fewer ingredients, the better when it comes to rice or pasta dishes. Those I can mix up just with boiling water are the best. High protein items like canned tuna and chicken are healthy and filling. 
My SNAP dollars don’t cover toiletries. The first things I check for in the pantry are toothpaste, shampoo, sanitary products, deodorant, toothbrushes, a roll of toilet paper — thank you for these. I and my growing family also greatly appreciate the diapers and baby formula.

I appreciate your generosity in buying bulk items. I may not be able to carry or store them, though. Smaller is better. Thank you for the coffee and the tea and the hot chocolate, and the disposable cups to go with them. Like you, I have to have a mask to go inside anywhere. Your gift of disposable or reusable ones is a godsend.
It’s so great when you leave your paper or plastic grocery bags after unpacking in the pantry — then I have a way to carry the food I pick out.

It means a lot when you remember the holidays with holiday food or snacks.

Thank you for putting yourself in my shoes and shopping for me. I know you think about me when you do.
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EVENTS

ONLINE EVENTS AT FPC
2021 Faithful Lives Film Series - 25th Year
Join us on the second Friday of each month (January through 
May) for our Faithful Lives Film Series. All movies will 
be shown via Zoom due to COVID-19. The Zoom link to 
view the movies will be emailed to you after you fill out the 
Faithful Lives Film Series form, found on the event page of 
our website, https://fpccle.org/events. We ask that you log 
onto the Zoom meeting at 6:40pm. Movie introductions will 
begin promptly at 6:45pm. If you have any questions, contact 
Bryan Seekely.

2021 Faithful Lives Film Series Movies:
Friday, February 12th – Norma Rae 
Discussion Leader – Peter Gerhardt
Friday, March 12th – The Grapes of Wrath 
Discussion Leader – Dr. Kay McKenzie
Friday, April 9th – Harriet               
Discussion Leader – Gann Roberts
Friday, May 14th – Revolution of the Heart 
Discussion Leader – Pastor Jessie McMillan

Fat Tuesday 
Online 
Cooking Class 
Join us on Tuesday, 
February 16th at 
6:30pm, for a fun 
evening with a Fat 
Tuesday online 
cooking class with 
Clark Pope! Visit 
https://fpccle.org/
events to register for 
this fun, interactive 
evening. We will be 
posting the menu 
and shopping list 
on our Events page 
soon. 

NatureVation Trivia Night
Join us on Friday, February 19th at 6:30pm for the 
NatureVation Nature Trivia Challenge! 

The NatureVation Nature Trivia Challenge is a fun, family-
friendly, participative game in which participants guess the 
answers to questions of history, culture, and folklore related 
to northeast Ohio’s great natural places. In the webcast 
environment (Zoom) participants are clustered into teams. 
The facilitators present questions, the teams pick their 
response and everyone enjoys hearing the answer, seeing 
more beautiful photos, and learning a bit more as the leaders 
share additional information. The game is typically played 
in an hour with some time for participants to share their 
own stories of outdoor experiences. Elaine Price and Gordon 
Landefeld, Founders of NatureVation Outdoor Adventures, 
lead the program.

Join Fairmount for a fun February Friday Night!  
Visit www.fpccle.org/events.

NatureVation Outdoor Adventures was founded in summer 
2013 in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, by husband and wife 
team Elaine Price and Gordon Landefeld. Elaine, an 
environmental biologist by training, crafted her career 
doing environmental work and then management in heavy 
industry, manufacturing, nonprofit and government. Gordon, 
a geologist by training, developed his career in publishing, 
market research, marketing and digital media. Both are 
outdoor enthusiasts. After always traveling to far-off places 
for a great nature-experience vacation, Elaine became driven 
to showcase the fabulous natural assets of northeast Ohio and 
the Great Lakes region as a rival of different yet equal value 
to more famous, global sites.
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KEEPING CONNECTED 

It is important to remain socially connected while practicing 
social distancing. Here are some of the ways to keep in 
contact with Fairmount. 

Facebook 
Facebook is a wonderful platform to share 
information, inspiration and participate in 
events, like Sunday online worship. Visit our 
Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/fairmountchurch/ then like our 
page. By liking our page, you will see Fairmount’s content 
on your newsfeed, including all of our worship services, our 
Lenten devotions, fun Fairmount history, and more! 

Join FPC on Instagram! 
Install the Instagram app from the Apple 
App Store or Google Play Store to follow our 
photos and videos. Once on Instagram, search 
for FPCCLE or visit https://www.instagram.
com/invites/contact/?i=1a4go9plavbh&utm_
content=eqwiraz

Fairmount’s YouTube Channel
Did you know you can visit our YouTube 
channel and watch (rewatch) all of our 
worship services, musical selections, and 
more? Visit www.fpccle.org and scroll down 
to the YouTube icon. Click that icon and 

you will be taken to our YouTube channel. Bookmark our 
YouTube channel on your web browser for easy, quick access 
to our channel. 

Realm
Realm is our secure, online 
Fairmount community, which 
offers tools for us to stay in touch 
with one another. https://onrealm.
org/FairmountPresby

Think of it as sort of a ‘Facebook’ Christian Community. 
Through Realm you can connect with staff, other members, 
and communicate within small groups. 

If you need help with logging into Realm, or need help 
accessing Realm, contact Christine, cwinters@fpccle.org. 

Keeping Connected With Fairmount
Service by Phone

We want to let you know of a new way you can 
connect to our weekly worship services – by phone! 
All you have to do is call 216-255-9353 and you 
will be able to hear a recording of our Sunday 
worship service. Each Sunday’s service will be 
available by 8am that Sunday morning.

Weekly Emails from Fairmount
Fairmount sends out our Sunday worship invite, special event 
announcements, and inspirational messages through email. 
Are you receiving our weekly E-News? Are you receiving our 
weekly View from the Porch email? If not, contact Christine, 
cwinters@fpccle.org, so that you can Keep Connected with 
Fairmount. 

Coming Soon! 
A new look for www.fpccle.org! We are currently redesigning 
our website, launching by the end of the first quarter 2021. 
Once we publish the new design, we will be holding online 
information sessions to point out the new website features, 
find the information you need, and even search our new 
website. Stay tuned! 
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From Bigelow Glass – 

“When the windows arrive at the studio in 
Findlay, Ohio, one of the first things we do 
is create a ‘rubbing.’ The rubbing documents 
all of the information we need for rebuilding 
the panels such as the placement of bars, the 
width of the leads, and the location of broken 
pieces. Two rubbings are made for each panel. 
One to lay the pieces out on after cleaning and 
the other to build on.” 

“The windows are placed in soap and water for a week, 
sometimes longer. Soaking the windows loosens dirt and grime 
from the glass, saturates and loosens the remaining old putty, 
and makes taking apart the window easier. The panels are taken 
apart and cleaned in the water to keep the lead dust down and 
out of the air where it could be inhaled. The old lead is recycled, 
and the remaining debris is discarded following EPA guidelines.”

Such an interesting process! If you get the opportunity, walk 
by the church on the Fairmount side to view the exterior of the 
restored Te Deum window, and we all look forward to when we 
can celebrate the restoration of the Te Deum window together! 

Since You’ve Been Gone! 
Although we have not been able to congregate for worship in the Sanctuary, due to COVID-19, Fairmount has been busy 
repairing and beautifying that space. Bigelow Glass, www.bigelowglass.com, completed the restoration of the Te Deum 
window in late 2020. 


