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February 18, 2020 

Dear Fairmount Family, 

I am writing to update you on a few matters which concern our beloved faith community.  

The November 20 Incident 
Most of you know we have been praying for the stabbing victim of the November 20 incident at 
our church. Aubrey is a college student employed as a caregiver for one of our church families. She 
was dropping off children for Crescendo Choir practice when an intruder pulled a knife and 
stabbed her in the arm and abdomen. Thanks to quick action by staff and volunteers, the attacker 
was subdued and Aubrey received medical attention. Please continue to pray for full recovery of 
the use of her arm and hand. The children, staff and volunteers present that evening still need your 
prayers, as well as their families. Recovery from trauma is ongoing and even the most resilient 
children and adults need time and space to process and integrate their experiences. Privacy 
concerns prevent me from going into detail about any particular person, but know that your 
prayers are felt and appreciated. The attacker is currently incarcerated. 

Transitional Process 
I am approaching the six-month mark of serving as your Interim Pastor and we have already been 
through a lot together. I so appreciate the grit and faithfulness of this congregation. This spring 
there will be opportunities to sign up for a seven-week small group as part of the mission study 
process, as well as participation in a congregational survey. More information will be available 
March 15 at the annual meeting. The more people who fill out the survey and sign up for small 
groups, the more accurate results we will have to prepare for the next pastor. All information 
gathered in the survey and through the small groups, including demographics for our 
congregation, will be presented at a summit on June 14 after worship. 

Stewardship 
This congregation has the ability to attain a level of giving sufficient to fulfill the vision of Following 
Christ, Growing in Faith, Serving Together and Caring for all. We currently have 757 members on the 
rolls and just over 160 pledging units (individual or family) have turned in pledges for 2020 toward 
our goal of $710,000 in pledges. At the point of writing, we are at least $130,000 behind, so please 
consider how you can give to God as an expression of your faith if you have not already done so. 
Some of you have stepped up in mighty ways. Just last week we had a member turn in a “stretch” 
gift of $1000 more added to her pledge because she knows we are short, and another member 
gave $100,000 to fund the restoration of the Te Deum stained glass window in the sanctuary. Thank 
you for these amazing gifts and so many others, small and large, that fund our ministries to be Christ 
in the world. In particular we hope to fund important mission efforts, support our children and youth, 
and increase the scope of our music and arts ministry. This year’s budget and pledging information 
will be what the applicants for your next pastor will see when they review the church information, so 
let’s present a strong witness to Fairmount’s potential for making a difference. 

Please contact me with any comments or questions. I am deeply grateful to be on this journey with 
you. 

In Christian love, 
Rev. Jessie MacMillan, Interim Pastor 
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