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Order of Worship 

WORD OF WELCOME Rev. Derek Starr Redwine, Senior Pastor 

CENTERING MUSIC  Lisa Litteral, Soprano; Tim Robson, Organist 
Magnificat (from “The Nativity According to St. Luke”)     Randall Thompson 

Please take this time to quiet your heart, body, and mind, as you prepare for the 
worship of God, who is Emmanuel, with us, in all things. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: We gather - 
All:  People of faith 
 and no faith, 
 people of hope 
 and no hope, 
 people of peace 
 and no peace. 

One: We gather with the longing 
 to be made whole again 
 if just for this time, here 
 and now. 
All: We gather with a prayer, 
 however vague and tenuous, 
 that in spite of the absence 
 of virgins and angels, 
 wise men and shepherds, 
 we might still be a witness 
 to the birth of all love. 

One: We gather as ready as we’ll ever be 
 for this story of love to unfold. 

*LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE 

At this time all are invited to light a candle as a sign of joy.  
Parents are invited to assist their children.  

*HYMN 106  Prepare the Way, O Zion Bereden Väg för Herran 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Sarah Kok, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

SILENT CONFESSION AND SUNG RESPONSE 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
CANDLES ON TABLE 
The candle on the communion 
table is lit in solidarity with 
individuals and communities 
experiencing the effects of gun 
violence. 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 
At the time of a child’s baptism, 
the family and gathered 
community promise to bring 
children to worship.  Being with 
family is how we learn to be 
family. Worship is no different. 
We all learn about worship and 
how to participate by 
experience, by how we are 
welcomed into the community, 
by what we see others doing.  
We are thankful to have the 
whole family in worship.  

Children's worship materials are 
available. Nursery Care is 
available all morning for 
children 5 and under on the 
lower level in Room 2. There is 
also a family/nursing room off 
Andersen Hall. 

HYMN 106 
This engaging Advent text 
based on Isaiah 40:3-5 and 
Psalm 24:7-10 has been in use in 
the Church of Sweden for 
almost two hundred years. It is 
set to a version of an even 
older Swedish tune, which in 
turn seems to be derived from a 
German folk tune that spread 
to Scandinavia.  

HYMN 114 
This anonymous carol probably 
originated among Pennsylvania 
Lutherans in the late 19th 
century, giving rise to a 
mistaken assertion that it had 
been written by Martin Luther. 
This tune is also by an American 
but has become the one 
usually used in Canada and 
Great Britain. 

HYMN 110 
Here is a chance to sing a 
familiar French carol tune with 
new words, the most important 
clearly being “Love.” The senses 
“seen and heard” (as in Acts 
4:20 and elsewhere) organize 
the first two stanzas, while the 
third holds the summary 
statement: “Love is the gift of 
Christmas." 



GATHERING MUSIC:  This Little Light of Mine                  Spiritual 

During the music, all children are invited forward for Time of Young Disciples.  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; This little light of 
mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine, 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  Derek Starr Redwine 
There will not be "WE"-Worship Enrichment time today for our children. Children five and younger are 
welcome to join in play in the Nursery located on the second floor. 

GATHERING MUSIC:  This Little Light of Mine             Spiritual 

SOLO   Lisa Litteral, soprano 
I Wonder as I Wander                 John Jacob Niles, arr. by Timothy Robson

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    Lee McClain 

OLD TESTAMENT READING              Isaiah 2:1-5 (OT page 631) 

NEW TESTAMENT READING                  Luke 2:1-14 (NT page 58) 

SERMON "Love Is Born Again"    Derek Starr Redwine 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:      Lee McClain 

One:  He did not wait till the world was ready, 
 till nations were at peace. 
 He came when the Heavens were unsteady, 
 and prisoners cried out for release. 

Left Side:  He did not wait for the perfect time. 
 He came when the need was deep and great. 
 He dined with sinners in all their grime, 
 turned water into wine. 

Right Side:  He did not wait till hearts were pure. 
 In joy he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 
 To a world like ours, of anguished shame 
 he came, and his Light would not go out. 

One:  He came to a world which did not mesh, 
 to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 
 In the mystery of the Word made Flesh 
 the Maker of the stars was born. 

All:  We cannot wait till the world is sane 
 to raise our songs with joyful voice, 
 for to share our grief, to touch our pain, 
 He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 

~ Madeleine L’Engle 

*HYMN 114 Away in a Manger  Cradle Song 

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY  Derek Starr Redwine 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Sarah Kok 

Refrain: Come, Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

CALL TO OFFERING  Derek Starr Redwine 

ORGAN OFFERTORY Chorale Prelude on “In dulci jubilo”  Dietrich Buxtehude 

*DOXOLOGY, Hymn 606   Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
*Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *or “Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN 110  Love Has Come  Bring a Torch 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     
Let the love that shaped earth and heaven 
 dwell within us this Christmas. 
Let the love that created humanity 
 dwell within us this Christmas. 
Let the love that overcomes suffering and hatred 
 dwell within us this Christmas. 
Let the love that causes us to rejoice with loved ones 
 dwell within us this Christmas. 
Let the love that forgives and renews 
 dwell within us this Christmas. 
Let the love that brings reconciliation after separation 
 dwell within us this Christmas. 
Let the love that brings the blessing of peace 
 dwell within us this Christmas. 
And may we share that peace  
with all people near and far. Amen. 

POSTLUDE Dance-prelude on “Bring a Torch” Christopher Uehlein 

 *Please stand in body or spirit. 

Following worship, all are invited to a time of fellowship in Andersen Hall. 



SACRED SCRIBBLES  

Worship is a participatory activity. As you seek to discern what God is saying to you this day,  
we encourage you to write, draw, or doodle as you worship.

Where have you been surprised by love? 

Who is God calling you to love in the coming year?  

What keeps you from believing you are loved by God, fully and 
completely? 



Welcome to Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Gathering for worship with strangers, family, and friends is a profound display of hope, for whenever we gather 
we profess that unity is possible, reconciliation is real, and that God cares about us and our communities. 
Worship is a profound display of hope made more profound because of you! 

We are more fully who God wants us, and the world needs us to be, because you are here. Whether you are a 
first time visitor or a lifelong member, you are vital to our worship and our witness. Through this shared 
experience we remember that we are all God's beloved children. To be sure, this rediscovery isn't always easy - 
remembering our identity often leads us to question long held assumptions and practices, but even as we are 
challenged by God in this hour together, we are also comforted by one another and the Spirit that binds us 
together. 

God is not far away or only accessible to us when we say the right words, hold the right beliefs, or do the right 
things. God is always with us, eager to remind us just how much we are loved. 

After worship today, stick around. Grab a cup of coffee in our fellowship hall. Take a walk around our building. 
There are many opportunities here to feed your soul, serve others, grow in faith, and expand your capacity for 
compassion.  

Peace on the journey.  
Pastor Derek 

            April            August        December 

Stewardship Update 
As we seek to faithfully respond to God's generosity and Christ's call to love and serve, the church relies on 
congregational giving as its primary source of funding. The total amount of contributions budgeted for 2017 is 
$855,000. We typically receive 30% of our contributions in the month of December, so as we enter this Season 
of Giving, please remember the church. As of November 2017 the total Tithes & Offerings collected are: 

Contributions can be made online at www.onrealm.org/FairmountPresby/SignIn. Scan the 
QR Code to access the church’s online giving portal. To make a pledge in support of the 
church’s mission and ministry, please contact Church Business Administrator Nancy Chism at 
nchism@fairmountchurch.org, and if you have general questions about the budget, email 
admin@fairmountchurch.org. Thank you for your support of Fairmount Presbyterian Church. 

Contributions Received

Contributions Budgeted

$0 $285,000 $570,000 $855,000

$783,750

$634,853

THANK YOU to our Sunday Volunteers! 
Head Usher: Mark Hicks  
Office Volunteer: Jan Spalding 
Liturgist: Lee McClain   
Elder Greeter: Judy Forward 
Hospitality Sponsors: Marlee Pointinger, Pamela MacWilliams 

Members Requesting Prayer: Laurie Deacon, the family of Libby Lord, Deborah Erwin Nash 
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Giving Thanks for Rev. Susan Holderness 
Please join us after worship on Sunday, December 31st, as we give thanks for the Rev. Susan Holderness as she 
completes her contract as our Parish Associate for Pastoral Care. This Sunday will mark the end of her time as a 
member of staff. Please join others in celebrating Susan’s ministry among us! 

Staff Note 
The church will be closed Monday, December 25th, and Monday, January 1st. The Church Office will be open 
Tuesday, December 26th ,through Friday, December 29th, 9:00am to 1:00pm. Pastor Derek will be on vacation 
December 26th through December 29th. Office Manager Christine Winters will be out of the office on December 
26th and December 28th.  

Calvary Hot Meal 
We are serving our holiday meal on Wednesday, December 27, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm with our friends from Park 
Synagogue. We are grateful for a gift from the Serve Council making it possible for us to provide turkey 
casseroles, and we hope many of you can provide Christmas cookies or other baked goods. We will make fruit 
and tossed salads from 4-5 and serve from 5-6. Join us for one hour or two. We carpool from Fairmount at 
3:30pm. If you can bake or serve, please e-mail Hedy Westra at hedywestra@ameritech.net. This is our 21st year 
of serving the meal; please help us make it special.  

Faithful Lives Film Series: Discerning What Jesus Is Saying  
January begins our annual Faithful Lives Film Series at Fairmount. A wonderful team has chosen movies with the 
theme of “Discerning What Jesus Is Saying.” These screenings are scheduled for 6:30pm on the second Friday of 
each month in the Ganson Room. The evening begins with pizza/popcorn while watching the movie followed by 
discussion. Childcare is available with advanced notice from 6:00pm to 9:00pm through Faith Formation’s 
Parents Night Out. Please join us for this opportunity to connect. The first screening is January 12th - Man of The 
Year.  

Giving Back Gang (Giving Circles) 
Our giving circle, known as the Giving Back Gang, is seeking participants for 2018. During the year, we will be 
educating ourselves about local programs that educate/prepare prison inmates to rejoin their community and 
to prevent their recidivism. If you are interested in knowing more about this effort, please call Hank Doll at 
216-921-8269 or e-mail him at: Hankd72@gmail.com.

Living in the Spirit Prayer Experience 
When: Sunday Evenings Beginning Jan. 28; Where: Fairmount Presbyterian Church; Time: 6:30-8:30 pm 
RSVP: Go to EVENTS page of the church website: www.fairmountchurch.org no later than January 14th.    
Cost: $80 - Scholarships available. Contact Amy Kim, amykim@fairmountchurch.org.  
Living in the Spirit is a Scripture-based retreat adapted from the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola. 
For eight weeks you will be guided in different methods of prayer, engage in a daily personal prayer practice 
and participate in small faith-sharing groups at Fairmount Presbyterian Church. This experience is offered 
through the Jesuit Retreat House.

This Evening: Christmas Eve Worship Services 
• Candlelight services at 5:00pm and 10:00pm in the sanctuary. 
• Sunday, December 31st: One morning worship at 11:00am in the sanctuary. 
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Welcome to Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Vision/Mission Statement: Following Christ.  Growing in Faith.  Serving Together.  Caring for All. 

Core Values: authentic, generous, inclusive, innovative, and relevant. 

Diversity Statement: As beloved children of God, we welcome all persons to join our family of faith as full 
participants, regardless of age, race or ethnicity, national origin, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, 
mental or physical ability, economic status, differences of thought and expression, or any other human 
condition. We celebrate and find strength in our diversity. 

  
Next Sunday, December 31st 
11:00am  Childcare - Nursery 
11:00am Worship - Sanctuary 
12:00pm Celebration of the Rev. Susan Holderness - Andersen Hall  

2757 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 -  www.fairmountchurch.org  -  216.321.5800

Staff 

Nancy Chism, Church Administrator 
 nchism@fairmountchurch.org 

Rev. Susan Holderness,  
        Pastor for Congregational Care 
 sholderness@fairmountchurch.org 

Sarah Kok, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
 sarahk@fairmountchurch.org 

Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 amykim@fairmountchurch.org 

Barbara Lang, Music Ministry Assistant 
 blang@fairmountchurch.org 

Beaufort “Toby” Pogue, Building Care Manager 
        bpogue@fairmountchurch.org 

Stephanie D. Price, Interim Organist/Pianist 
 sprice@fairmountchurch.org 

Peggy Quarles, Early Childhood Coordinator 
 quarlespc@gmail.com 

Ann Randall, Financial Secretary 
 financial.secretary@fairmountchurch.org 

Rev. Derek Starr Redwine, Senior Pastor 
 dredwine@fairmountchurch.org 

Timothy Robson, Interim Director of Music 
 trobson@fairmountchurch.org 

Christine Winters, Office Manager 
 cwinters@fairmountchurch.org 

Parish Associates 
 Rev. Kitty Borchert 
 Rev. Maggie Jorgensen 

Personnel Committee
Laurie Deacon 
Amy Carlson 
Jim Crosby 

Peter Scheid 
Judy Young 

Elder Steve 
Ekeberg 
Elder Gina Kashuk

Deacons

Session 
Clerk of Session, Bourbon Zeigler

Class of 2017 
David Bosler 
Gina Kashuk 
Laura Migneco-
Frentzko 
Nora Murphy 

Class of 2018 
Walter Cha 
Rick Smith 
Ginger Van Wagenen 
Stephanie Washlock 

Class 2019  
Steve Ekeberg 
Cherie Parsons 
Ellen Roberts 
Hallie Stewart

Class of 2017 
Tuni Chilcote 
Trevor Jones 
Pam MacWilliams 
Grace Mawhorter 
Sally Mortimer 

Class 2018 
Lee Sealfon Eckles 
Mity Fowler 
Susan Kent 
Becky Medearis 
Marlee Poitinger 

Class of 2018 (con’t) 
Bryan Seekely 
Joyce Tedrick 
Roger Williams 

Endowment Trustees
Class of 2017 
Carolyn Cheverine 
Jennifer Chevraux 

Class of 2018 
Brian Frentzko 
Chin-Tai Kim 

Class of 2019 
Geoff Barnes 
Mark Hicks

At-Large Nominating Committee for 2017
Laura Desmond 
Rob Faxon 
Wrean Fiebig 

Sharon Milligan 
Peter Scheid 

APNC Committee
Carol Adrine  
Matt Bailey  
Denice Benton  

Deanna Campbell  
Ian Murphy 
Peter Scheid  

Jean Sylak 
Peg Zitzner
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