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Order of Worship  
“Advent creates people, new people.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

WORD OF WELCOME Rev. Derek Starr Redwine, Senior Pastor 

CENTERING MUSIC  Mary Beth Ions, violin; Tim Robson, organist 
 Peace (for Violin and Organ)         Sigurd M. Øgaard 

Please take this time to quiet your heart, body, and mind, as you prepare for the 
worship of God, who is Emmanuel, with us, in all things. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Because Christmas is almost here 
 Because dancing fits so well with music 
 Because inside baby clothes are miracles. 
All:  Gaudete! 

Right Side: Because some people love you 
 Because of chocolate 
 Because pain does not last forever 
All: Gaudete! 

Left Side: Because of laughter 
 Because there really are angels 
 Because your fingers fit your hands 
 Because forgiveness is yours for the asking. 
All: Gaudete! 

Leader:  Because the hope is real 
 And peace is possible. 
All: Gaudete! 

Leader:  Because healing happens 
 And joy is ours.  
All:  Gaudete! 

All: Because the dead will live again 
 And there is good news for the poor. 
 Gaudete! 
 Because of Christmas 
 Because of Jesus 
 We rejoice!  

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF JOY 

At this time all are invited to light a candle in one of the candle boxes as a sign of joy. 
Parents are invited to assist their children.  

*HYMN 88 (stanzas 1, 5, 6) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  written by Kate Compston 
Thank you, Scandalous God,  
For giving yourself to the world,  
Not in the powerful and extraordinary,  
But in weakness and the familiar:  
In a baby; in bread and wine.  

Thank you for offering, at journey’s end, a new beginning;  
For setting, in the poverty of a stable,  
The richest jewel of your love;  
For revealing, in a particular place,  
Your light for all nations.  

WORSHIP NOTES 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The Latin word "Gaudete" 
means “rejoice.” It is often used 
on the Third Sunday of Advent. 
It is pronounced “Gow-day-
tay.” 

CANDLES ON TABLE 
The first candle on the table 
symbolizes the new light and life 
in our Fairmount Family. We 
will keep it lit until Alexandra 
(Allie) Kashuk comes to worship 
for the first time as a way 
of keeping her and her family in 
our prayers. The second candle 
on the communion table is lit in 
solidarity with individuals and 
communities experiencing the 
effects of gun violence. 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 
At the time of a child’s baptism, 
the family and gathered 
community promise to bring 
children to worship.  Being with 
family is how we learn to be 
family. Worship is no different. 
We all learn about worship and 
how to participate by 
experience, by how we are 
welcomed into the community, 
by what we see others doing.  
We are thankful to have the 
whole family in worship.  

Children's worship materials are 
available. Nursery care is 
available all morning for 
children 5 and under on the 
lower level in Room 2. There is 
also a family/nursing room off 
Andersen Hall. 
HYMN 88 
These titles of the coming Christ 
appeared in daily Vesper 
antiphons sung during the week 
before Christmas; their roots 
date at least to the reign of 
Charlemagne. Both text and 
tune are the fruit of 19th-
century efforts to reclaim 
Christian treasures from pre-
Reformation sources. 

HYMN 54 
This paraphrase of Psalm 66 
maintains a corporate tone 
more suitable for 
congregational singing than 
does the original psalm, which 
moves to a personal narrative 
in its latter part. The reference 
to “all creation” is strengthened 
by the associations of the tune 
(see no. 14). 



A LITTLE ADVENT MUSIC 
On November 29, 1931, Hugo 
Distler (1908-1942) conducted 
the first performance of his opus 
four, A Little Advent Music, at 
the St. Jakobikirche in Lübeck, 
Germany; he had been organist 
of this church for less than a 
year, having come to this 
position in January, directly from 
his study at the Conservatory in 
Leipzig. 

“Little” only in the forces it 
employs, the Advent Music was 
heard again in November 1936, 
Distler’s penultimate Musical 
Vesper in Lübeck. This north 
German city figured 
prominently in resistance to the 
Nazi pressures against the 
church; consequently the life of 
a church musician became too 
precarious for a creative artist, 
and Distler moved his family to 
Stuttgart in 1937, where he 
turned his attentions largely to 
secular music. In 1942, under 
increasing threat from the Nazi 
regime, Distler took his own life, 
becoming one of the martyrs of 
the war. In the mid-20th century 
Distler’s choral and organ works 
became acclaimed as 
masterpieces of church music. 

The chorale on which the work 
is based, Nun komm, der 
Heiden Heiland, is Luther’s 
German version of the ancient 
Latin hymn, Veni, Redemptor 
gentium, attributed to St. 
Ambrose. Dister’s setting now 
takes its place in the concert of 
compositions on this noble 
melody, another voice to praise 
the Advent of our Lord. 

(from notes by Larry Palmer, 
with additions by Timothy 
Robson.) 

POSTLUDE 
The contemporary American 
composer Nico Muhly’s (b.1981) 
first musical experiences were 
as a boy chorister in an 
Episcopal parish in Rhode 
Island. The “O Antiphon 
Preludes” are based on short 
texts originally intended for use 
during the last seven days 
before Christmas. “O Rex 
Gentium” (O King of the 
nations) is the sixth of the 
antiphons. American church 
goers will recognize the 
antiphons as the beginning 
words of each of the the 
stanzas of “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel.”

Thank you for bringing us to Bethlehem, House of Bread,  
Where the empty are filled,  
And the filled are emptied;  
Where the poor find riches,  
And the rich recognize their poverty;  
Where all who kneel and hold out their hands  
Are unstintingly fed. 

SUNG RESPONSE 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Jen Chevraux 

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 126 (OT Page 572) 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then 
our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was 
said among the nations, "The Lord has done great things for them." The Lord has 
done great things for us, and we rejoiced. Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the 
watercourses in the Negeb. May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 
shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

TIME OF SHARING 

Reflect on a time in your life when God did something great for you. Share that 
memory with someone seated near you, to help us recognize and remember 
God’s presence with us in all things.  

*HYMN 54   Make a Joyful Noise to God!  Dix 

CALL TO OFFERING    Derek Starr Redwine 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

ORGAN OFFERTORY  Tim Robson,organist 
Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, BWV 657          J.S. Bach 

*DOXOLOGY, Hymn 606    Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
*Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *or “Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

GATHERING MUSIC:  This Little Light of Mine Spiritual 

During the music, all children are invited forward for Time of Young Disciples.  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; This little light of 
mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine, 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES          Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Children will remain in worship today to enjoy the musical offering. 

CANTATA: A Little Advent Music, op. 4  Hugo Distler 
   English version by Larry Palmer 

Fairmount Presbyterian Church Adult Choir 
Gayle Getts, flute 
Andria Hoy, oboe 

Mary Beth Ions, violin 
Stephanie Price, organ 

Timothy Robson, conductor 
With narrators 

Sonata 
 Versus I (Choir) 
 Savior of the nations, come. Virgin’s Son, make here Thy home! Marvel now,   
 O heaven and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 

I. The Promise Lo Smith 
 Versus II (Choir) 
 Thou, our God’s only Son, Hast o’er sin the victory won. Boundless shall Thy kingdom be; When shall 
 we its glories see. 

II. The Annunciation Peter Bush 
 Versus III (Soprano solo, Sabina Balsamo) 
 O be welcome, Thou, my Lord. Hosanna blessed Word! Thus prepare a way into my heart today. 

III. The Visit to Elizabeth Jill Huded 
 Versus IV (Organ prelude) 

(Choir) 
God be praised in all the earth For the wonder of this birth. Lowly sinners all to save, For humanity His 
Son He gave. 
(Organ) 

IV. Mary’s Song of Praise Anna Walker
 Versus V (Baritone solo, John Watson) 
 From the Father forth He came And returneth to the same, Captive leading death and hell. High the 
 songs of triumph swell! 
   

V. The Journey to Bethlehem Jack Desmond 
 Versus VI (Choir) 
 So brightly doth Thy manger shine, The night has new light divine. Let not sin o’ercloud this light, Ever 
 be our faith thus bright. 

VI. The Fulfillment Lo Smith 
 Versus VII (Choir) 
 Praise to God the Sovereign sing, Praise to God the Son, our King, Praise to God the Spirit be Ever and 
 Eternally. 

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY       Rev. Susan Holderness, Pastor for Congregational Care 



CLOSING PRAYER 
One:  Lord, we wait with eager expectation for the coming of Your kingdom 
 when the humble will be exalted and the hungry fed. 
All:  Your kingdom come, Your will be done. 

One:  Lord, we prepare for Your advent with searching minds and contrite hearts, 
 trusting in Your healing spirit and redemptive love. 
All:  Your kingdom come, Your will be done. 

One:  Lord, we watch with those who wait and weep, 
 longing to see the rule of justice and the reign of peace. 
All:  Your kingdom come, Your will be done. 

One: Lord, we seek You among the despised and rejected, 
 knowing that there we will find Your light shining in the dark. 
All: Your kingdom come, Your will be done. 

One: Lord, we proclaim joy to the hopeless and liberty to the oppressed, 
 trusting in Your tender mercy and passion for justice. 
All: Your kingdom come, Your will be done. 

One: Lord, we work with others to proclaim Your truth, 
 challenging the mighty and raising the meek. 
All: Your kingdom come, Your will be done. 

One: Lord, we wrestle with our hopes and our fears, our struggles and our joys 
 laboring with creation to come to new birth. 
All: Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 In your mercy, hear this prayer and the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

*HYMN 88 (stanza 7 ) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel            Veni Emmanuel 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION             Derek Starr Redwine 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND WHOLENESS 

Following the benediction, we ask you to either leave in silence or remain to receive a prayer for healing  
and wholeness, for yourself or someone else, from a member of staff. 

POSTLUDE O Rex Gentium (from the “O Antiphon Preludes”) Nico Muhly 

*rising, in body or spirit.  

Following worship, all are invited to a time of fellowship in Andersen Hall. 



Welcome to Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Gathering for worship with strangers, family, and friends is a profound display of hope, for whenever we gather 
we profess that unity is possible, reconciliation is real, and that God cares about us and our communities. 
Worship is a profound display of hope made more profound because of you! 

We are more fully who God wants us, and the world needs us to be, because you are here. Whether you are a 
first time visitor or a lifelong member, you are vital to our worship and our witness. Through this shared 
experience we remember that we are all God's beloved children. To be sure, this rediscovery isn't always easy - 
remembering our identity often leads us to question long-held assumptions and practices, but even as we are 
challenged by God in this hour together, we are also comforted by one another and the Spirit that binds us 
together. 

God is not far away or only accessible to us when we say the right words, hold the right beliefs, or do the right 
things. God is always with us, eager to remind us just how much we are loved. 

After worship today, stick around. Grab a cup of coffee in our fellowship hall. Take a walk around our building. 
There are many opportunities here to feed your soul, serve others, grow in faith, and expand your capacity for 
compassion.  

Peace on the journey.  
Pastor Derek 

THANK YOU to our Sunday Volunteers! 
Head Usher: Russ Shaw 
Service Recorder: Peter Scheid 
Office Volunteer: Jan Spalding 
Liturgist: Jen Chevraux (11:00am) 
8:30am Greeter: Stephanie Washlock 
Elder Greeter: Carol Giltz 
Hospitality Sponsors: Becky Medearis, Lee Eckles 
Flower Delivery: Tuni Chilcote 

Members Requesting Prayer: Laurie Deacon, the family of Libby Lord, Deborah Erwin Nash 

Chancel Flowers:  The Chancel Flowers are given in loving memory of Joan Bell and Millie Smith by Vicki and 
Jim Bell.  

            April            August        December 

Stewardship Update 
As we seek to faithfully respond to God's generosity and Christ's call to love and serve, the church relies on 
congregational giving as its primary source of funding. The total amount of contributions budgeted for 2017 is 
$855,000. We typically receive 30% of our contributions in the month of December, so as we enter this Season 
of Giving, please remember the church. As of November 2017 the total Tithes & Offerings collected are: 

Contributions can be made online at www.onrealm.org/FairmountPresby/SignIn. Scan the 
QR Code to access the church’s online giving portal. To make a pledge in support of the 
church’s mission and ministry, please contact Church Business Administrator Nancy Chism at 
nchism@fairmountchurch.org, and if you have general questions about the budget, email 
admin@fairmountchurch.org. Thank you for your support of Fairmount Presbyterian Church. 

Contributions Received

Contributions Budgeted

$0 $285,000 $570,000 $855,000

$783,750

$634,853

https://onrealm.org/FairmountPresby/SignIn
mailto:nchism@fairmountchurch.org
mailto:admin@fairmountchurch.or
https://onrealm.org/FairmountPresby/SignIn
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Save the Dates and Times: Christmas Worship Services 
• Sunday, December 24th: One morning worship at 11:00am in the chapel; candlelight services at 5:00pm and 

10:00pm. 
• Sunday, December 31st: One morning worship at 11:00am in the sanctuary. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
Today, we will collect the Christmas Joy Offering. Out of Gratitude We Give. 

Poinsettia Delivery 
We need many people to deliver poinsettias some time this week to some of our members.  We especially need 
folks to take plants to South Franklin Circle in Chagrin Falls.  The plants are on tables in Andersen Hall grouped by 
geographical location, so that you can deliver on a route you frequent. 

Tonight! Congregational Christmas Celebration, 5:00-7:00 pm, 
Come for an evening of food, Fairmount Family, music and celebrating what it is to be a community of faith. 
Children are invited to join in the telling of the Christmas Story, complete with costumes.  We will provide the ham 
and drinks while you provide a dish to share.  Last names A-P please bring a side dish, while last names Q-Z bring 
dessert. 

Cookies and Cocoa: Wednesday, December 20th, at 6:00pm 
Wednesday Night December 20th, at 6:00pm, children, parents, grandparents and families are invited to join us 
for Cookies and Cocoa.  Come in your jammies for the Christmas Story, some songs and a snack.  This is a great 
way to prepare right before Christmas. 

The Longest Night Service: Thursday, December 21st, 6:30pm in the Chapel 
Many of us journey through advent holding both grief and anticipation in tension.  Comfort and joy do not 
always come easily, and we long for time with loved ones who have died. The longest-night (winter solstice) 
service is a space to bring all of this and more. Come for a contemplative safe space to hold it all while 
continuing to long for a prince of peace. Childcare is provided for this worship service. 

Giving Thanks for Rev. Susan Holderness 
Please join us after worship on Sunday, December 31st, as we give thanks for the Rev. Susan Holderness as she 
completes her contract as our Parish Associate for Pastoral Care. This Sunday will mark the end of her time as a 
member of staff. Please join others in celebrating Susan’s ministry among us! 

Faithful Lives Film Series: Discerning What Jesus Is Saying  
January begins our annual Faithful Lives Film Series at Fairmount. A wonderful team has chosen movies with the 
theme of “Discerning What Jesus Is Saying.” These screenings are scheduled for 6:30pm on the second Friday of 
each month in the Ganson Room. The evening begins with pizza/popcorn while watching the movie followed by 
discussion. Childcare is available with advanced notice from 6:00pm to 9:00pm through Faith Formation’s 
Parents Night Out. Please join us for this opportunity to connect. The first screening is January 12th - Man of The 
Year.  

Giving Back Gang (Giving Circles) 
Our giving circle, known as the Giving Back Gang, is seeking participants for 2018. During the year, we will be 
educating ourselves about local programs that educate/prepare prison inmates to rejoin their community and 
to prevent their recidivism. If you are interested in knowing more about this effort, please call Hank Doll at 
216-921-8269 or e-mail him at: Hankd72@gmail.com.

Living in the Spirit Prayer Experience 
When: Sunday Evenings Beginning Jan. 28; Where: Fairmount Presbyterian Church; Time: 6:30-8:30 pm 
RSVP: Go to EVENTS page of the church website: www.fairmountchurch.org no later than January 14th.    
Cost: $80 - Scholarships available. Contact Amy Kim, amykim@fairmountchurch.org.  
Living in the Spirit is a Scripture-based retreat adapted from the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola. 
For eight weeks you will be guided in different methods of prayer, engage in a daily personal prayer practice 
and participate in small faith-sharing groups at Fairmount Presbyterian Church. This experience is offered 
through the Jesuit Retreat House.

mailto:Hankd72@gmail.com
http://www.fairmountchurch.org
mailto:amykim@fairmountchurch.org
mailto:Hankd72@gmail.com
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Welcome to Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Vision/Mission Statement: Following Christ.  Growing in Faith.  Serving Together.  Caring for All. 

Core Values: authentic, generous, inclusive, innovative, and relevant. 

Diversity Statement: As beloved children of God, we welcome all persons to join our family of faith as full 
participants, regardless of age, race or ethnicity, national origin, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, 
mental or physical ability, economic status, differences of thought and expression, or any other human 
condition. We celebrate and find strength in our diversity. 

Next Sunday: Sunday, December 24th 
11:00am Worship - Chapel 
5:00pm  Childcare - Nursery 
5:00pm  Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary 
10:00pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship - Sanctuary  

*please note, the church will be closed on Christmas Day, Monday, December 25th 

2757 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 -  www.fairmountchurch.org  -  216.321.5800

Staff 

Nancy Chism, Church Administrator 
 nchism@fairmountchurch.org 

Rev. Susan Holderness,  
        Pastor for Congregational Care 
 sholderness@fairmountchurch.org 

Sarah Kok, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
 sarahk@fairmountchurch.org 

Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 amykim@fairmountchurch.org 

Barbara Lang, Music Ministry Assistant 
 blang@fairmountchurch.org 

Beaufort “Toby” Pogue, Building Care Manager 
        bpogue@fairmountchurch.org 

Stephanie D. Price, Interim Organist/Pianist 
 sprice@fairmountchurch.org 

Peggy Quarles, Early Childhood Coordinator 
 quarlespc@gmail.com 

Ann Randall, Financial Secretary 
 financial.secretary@fairmountchurch.org 

Rev. Derek Starr Redwine, Senior Pastor 
 dredwine@fairmountchurch.org 

Timothy Robson, Interim Director of Music 
 trobson@fairmountchurch.org 

Christine Winters, Office Manager 
 cwinters@fairmountchurch.org 

Parish Associates 
 Rev. Kitty Borchert 
 Rev. Maggie Jorgensen 

Personnel Committee
Laurie Deacon 
Amy Carlson 
Jim Crosby 

Peter Scheid 
Judy Young 

Elder Steve 
Ekeberg 
Elder Gina Kashuk

Deacons

Session 
Clerk of Session, Bourbon Zeigler

Class of 2017 
David Bosler 
Gina Kashuk 
Laura Migneco-
Frentzko 
Nora Murphy 

Class of 2018 
Walter Cha 
Rick Smith 
Ginger Van Wagenen 
Stephanie Washlock 

Class 2019  
Steve Ekeberg 
Cherie Parsons 
Ellen Roberts 
Hallie Stewart

Class of 2017 
Tuni Chilcote 
Trevor Jones 
Pam MacWilliams 
Grace Mawhorter 
Sally Mortimer 

Class 2018 
Lee Sealfon Eckles 
Mity Fowler 
Susan Kent 
Becky Medearis 
Marlee Poitinger 

Class of 2018 (con’t) 
Bryan Seekely 
Joyce Tedrick 
Roger Williams 

Endowment Trustees
Class of 2017 
Carolyn Cheverine 
Jennifer Chevraux 

Class of 2018 
Brian Frentzko 
Chin-Tai Kim 

Class of 2019 
Geoff Barnes 
Mark Hicks

At-Large Nominating Committee for 2017
Laura Desmond 
Rob Faxon 
Wrean Fiebig 

Sharon Milligan 
Peter Scheid 

APNC Committee
Carol Adrine  
Matt Bailey  
Denice Benton  

Deanna Campbell  
Ian Murphy 
Peter Scheid  

Jean Sylak 
Peg Zitzner
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