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January 16, 2019 

To Members of the Fairmount Presbyterian Church Community, 

Like you, when we learned on Sunday, January 6, that Pastor Derek’s time as our Senior Pastor was 
coming to an end with his wife Amy taking a new call, we were full of many different emotions. 
However, as we began to process his family’s exciting news, we found ourselves filled with gratitude 
for the work accomplished and the relationships formed over the last five and a half years of 
shared ministry.  

After prayerful discussion, the Session committed to the following actions at a meeting on Monday, 
January 14, 2019: 
• Pastor Derek Starr Redwine’s last Sunday with us will be Sunday, February 24. His last day in the 

office will be Thursday, February 28, 2019. 
• Associate Pastor Lindsay Harren-Lewis will become the Acting Head of Staff from the time of 

Derek’s departure until an Interim Senior Pastor/Head of Staff begins serving Fairmount. 
• To formalize these commitments, the Session has called a Congregational Meeting immediately 

following the 10:00am worship service on Sunday, February 24, 2019, for the purpose of 
dissolving the relationship with Derek and to recognize Lindsay’s new responsibilities and 
changes to her terms of call. There will only be one service. 

As noted above, Session has confirmed we will hire a full-time Interim Senior Pastor/Head of Staff to 
serve Fairmount. The Session has designated the Personnel Committee to be the Search Committee 
for the Interim Senior Pastor. While we recognize a variety of factors may affect the timing of the 
Interim Pastor hiring, we are targeting the summer of 2019 and will move more quickly if the 
opportunity arises. 

The Session has taken the initial steps necessary to begin the process of searching for and selecting 
our next Senior Pastor/Head of Staff. We have reached out to the Presbytery and are beginning to 
re-educate ourselves on the steps to complete a search. In addition, the General Presbyter of the 
Presbytery of the Western Reserve, the Rev. Sharon Core will lead worship on Sunday, March 10, 
and will meet with the Session after the second service to discuss the pastoral transition timeline and 
process. This meeting will also include members of the Presbytery Committee on Ministry. We hope 
to move effectively and expeditiously, using our recent hiring of Pastor Lindsay as a strong basis for 
understanding our needs for this hire. While no definitive date can be given for when we can 
expect to call a new Senior Pastor, we are hopeful to have one named by the Summer of 2020. 

We will celebrate Derek’s ministry and time at Fairmount on Sunday, February 24 after worship! 
More information and details to come! 

The Session is committed to providing timely information throughout the coming year. We also look 
forward to engaging with everyone on this process of transition, but also as we continue to work 
together to follow Christ, grow in faith, serve together, and care for all. We will continue to worship, 
sing, give, pray, learn, and yes – make a mistake or two – so we will forgive and continue to be and 
become all that God would have for our lives. 

If you have questions for the Session about the transition, please email the Clerk of Session, Bourbon 
Ziegler, at clerk@fpccle.org or speak with any elder. The full Session roster is located on the back of 
the worship bulletin.  

Onward! 

The Session
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