
 

BAPTISM basics 
 
 
WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM? 
 1] It is a step of OBEDIENCE to the commands of Jesus. 

! 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach 
these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.”  MATTHEW 28:18-20 

2] It pictures Christ's DEATH & RESURRECTION. 
! "Christ died for our sins ... He was buried…and rose again. "  1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
! "For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and through baptism you were also raised with Christ." 

Colossians 2: 12 
3] It pictures my NEW LIFE as a follower of Jesus. 

! "Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creation." 2 Corinthians 5:17 
! "…by our baptism then, we were buried with Him ... in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead ...so also 

we may live a new life." Romans 6:4 
• Baptism DOES NOT make you a Christian - it shows that you already are. 
• Baptism DOES NOT save you from your sins, only your faith in Jesus Christ does that. 
• Baptism is like a WEDDING RING - it's a public symbol declaring an internal decision that you 

have made. 
! "…for it is by GRACE that you have been saved, THROUGH FAITH ... it is the gift of God – not by works, so that 

no one can boast [brag about it]. "  Ephesians 2:8-9 
! "Just as it is written: 'The righteous will live by FAITH." Romans 1:17 

 
 
WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
 
 
1] Every person who has TRUSTED Jesus Christ as 
their SAVIOR. 
 

! “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

! "Those who believed and accepted the message were baptized.” Acts 2:41 
! "Simon himself believed and was baptized…" Acts 8:13 

 
 
2] Your desire to trust Jesus Christ with your life can be expressed through a simple 
prayer like this... 
 

! "Dear Lord, I want to know you personally. I am willing, with your help, to turn from my sins. Thank you for sending Jesus who 
died in my place and rose again to be my savior. Come into my life and lead me. Amen. " 

 



 

 
WHY WE BAPTIZE BY IMMERSION [DUNKING]? 
 
1] Because JESUS was baptized that way. 

! "as soon as Jesus was baptized, He WENT UP OUT OF the water." Matthew 3:16 

2] Every baptism in the BIBLE was by immersion. 
! [example] " ... then both Philip and the man (Ethiopian Eunuch) went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When 

they CAME UP OUT OF the water ... " Acts 8:38-39 

3] The word "Baptize" means "to IMMERSE/DIP INTO water." 
4] It is the best PICTURE of being buried and resurrected. 
 

Many founders of mainline denominations even agree: 
! Martin Luther ... "I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word 

imparts and the mystery signifies. " 
! John Calvin ... "The word "baptize" signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion was the practice of 

the ancient church. " 
! John Wesley ... "Buried with Him alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first 

church ... " 
 
 
YOUR STORY 
“Confessing” your faith is an important part of your baptism. Just before you are baptized, we’ll read a “snapshot” of 
your life and faith story, using information from this page. Then, after answering one or two questions from the person 
baptizing you, you will be baptized in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
 
Personal Snapshots: 
Your name: (as you would like it read)  
 
Your age group: (circle one)  CHILD     TEEN     ADULT 
 
Your Story: 

1. Tell us a little about yourself (where you live, your occupation, school, hobbies or interests). 
2. How long have you been part of Northlake Church? 
3. What drew you here? 
4. Who has helped you grow in Christ? 
5. How did you come to trust in the Lord Jesus as your Savior? Tell your story with Jesus as the HERO! 
6. What does your baptism mean to you? 
7. Do you have any physical limitations or other concerns we need to be aware of? 

 
 
** Write your information on a 3x5 card, you can use front and back if necessary.  You will bring this with you and 
read it on the day of your baptism. 
 
 


