
 
Child Dedication At Northlake Church 
  
Your child’s spiritual life is an incredible journey and an invaluable investment. Child 
Dedication can be a vital first step and a memorable event in a family’s life. We share your 
joy! This document hopes to help clarify a few questions: 
• What “dedicating” yourselves and your child to the Lord means?  
• How Child Dedication differs from infant baptism?  
• What steps to take to participate in a Child Dedication at Northlake Church?  

What Is Child Dedication?  
Child Dedication is a brief ceremony at the beginning of a Sunday morning worship service. 
Parents bring their child before the congregation, introduce themselves, and a dedication 
prayer is offered by a Pastor, Elder or Children’s Ministry leader.  

When you dedicate your child, you gratefully acknowledge that God has given you this 
child. “Children are a gift from the Lord,” Psalm 127:3 tells us.  

God granted you the ability and health to give birth to a unique person made in His 
image. As Hannah in the Old Testament presented Samuel to the priest, we use that 
imagery when we dedicate children:  

“I prayed for this child, and the Lord answered my prayer and gave him to me. Now I 
give him back to the Lord. He will belong to the Lord all his life.”  

     (I Samuel 1:27-28)  

God guided the creation and formation of your child. He crafted the uniqueness He intended 
your child to have.  King David wrote:  

“You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. Thank You for making me so wonderfully complex! . . . You watched me as I was 
being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. You 
saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every 
moment was laid out before a single day had passed.” (Psalm 139:13-16)  

This amazing child God has entrusted to you is now your responsibility to love and 
parent well. We know that it is your desire to raise them to love God and we, as a 
church, want to partner with you in that endeavor. We want to support and encourage 
you as you raise this child.  

The ceremony of Child Dedication involves three promises that are a starting point to this 
wonderful adventure of parenting. These three promises are:  
1. Parents promise God that they will teach their child to love and honor Him.  
2. Parents promise their child that they will raise him/her in a loving Christian home.  
3. The church family promises to support and encourage the parents as they raise their 
child in the faith.  

Child Dedication provides the opportunity to publicly thank God for His wonderful gift! It’s 
also a sobering time to recognize parenting as an awesome responsibility and a realization 
that you are not alone. God uses His church to come alongside you in your parenting role.  



Child Dedication vs. Baptism  
The Bible teaches “believer’s baptism,” a term that means when a person trusts Jesus for 
God’s forgiveness and becomes a new creation, that person should then be baptized.  
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles,  

‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the Holy Spirit.’   (Acts 2:37-38)  

God provides the way from spiritual death to life in response to conscious repentance and 
faith in Jesus Christ. We choose not to baptize infants because they are too young to make 
this spiritual decision. When we dedicate children to the Lord we are agreeing with parents’ 
commitment to raise their child to believe in the Lord Jesus. This act of dedication in no way 
removes the child’s sin or guilt before God. Only trusting in the Lord Jesus does that. For a 
more detailed explanation of Northlake Church’s theological position is on baptism, visit our 
web page and download our Baptism Booklet. 

Steps to Take  
- Determine when the next child dedication will be held. Child Dedication takes place about 

three times a year at Northlake Church. Check the Weekly, call the church office 
(512-305-3705), or check our webpage (www.mynorthlake.com) for upcoming dates.  

- Fill out a Child Dedication Application Form found on our Children’s Ministry page on our 
website 

- If you are new to Northlake Church, or if this is the first time you are considering 
dedicating your child, we’d love to talk with you about your decision. Also, if there are any 
special circumstances that you would like to talk through, please call the church office 
(512-305-3705) to set up an appointment to talk with one of our Pastors or Children’s 
Ministries staff. 


