
AT NORTHLAKE CHURCH

Water baptism is only intended for the individual who has received the saving benefits of Christ’s 
atoning work and become His disciple. Therefore, in obedience to Christ’s command and as a
testimony to God, the church, oneself and the world, a believer should be immersed in water in 

the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Water baptism is a visual and symbolic 
demonstration of a person’s union with Christ in the likeness of His death and resurrection. 

It signifies that a person’s former way of life has been put to death and depicts
 a release from the mastery of sin. 



At Northlake Church, we believe that baptism is a visual and symbolic demonstration of a person’s union with 
Christ in the likeness of His death and resurrection.  It signifies that a person’s former way of life has been put 
to death and depicts a release from the mastery of sin.





Northlake Church believes that baptism is only intended for the individual who has received the saving 
benefits of Christ’s atoning work and become His disciple.





Though other denominations and theological traditions baptize by pouring or sprinkling, Northlake Church
practices baptism by immersion.9  We do so in light of the following considerations:

At Northlake Church, we ask believers who wish to be baptized to temporarily delay for a brief season while
they go through a baptism class and wait for a celebration service.8 First, this practice allows us to discuss the
gospel and the meaning of baptism and to teach our theological convictions regarding both.  Second, it allows
the church the opportunity to celebrate together as a congregation sharing in the joy of a person’s obedience
and agreeing to walk with him or her in fellowship.  Finally, it allows the person being baptized to invite 
family and friends who will have an opportunity to celebrate and hear the proclamation of the gospel.

THE PRACTICE OF NORTHLAKE CHURCH
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HOW WE BAPTIZE AT NORTHLAKE CHURCH



Baptism is a requirement for membership at Northlake Church. We require anyone wishing to join the church 

to have displayed obedience to Christ’s command following conversion. While we practice baptism by 

immersion at Northlake, we do not require the mode of immersion for membership. If a person was sprinkled 

or immersed (or a possible other mode) after conversion, he or she has met our requirement for membership. 



As discussed in the section on “Who Should be Baptized?” Northlake Church only baptizes those who profess

to be believers in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  However, not all denominations and traditions follow

this practice.  Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Lutheranism, Anglicanism and a number of mainline

Protestant denominations practice infant baptism (called paedobaptism from the Greek paidon meaning

infant or child).  While all practice the same form, the underlying theologies of each are quite distinct. Without

going into detail regarding each, we will look briefly at the two most common in the particular context of 

Northlake Church, Roman Catholicism and Protestant Paedobaptism. For further study on this topic, see theNorthlake Church, Roman Catholicism and Protestant Paedobaptism. For further study on this topic, see the

recommended resources in Appendix D.













* Thank You Village Church
The majority of this content was developed and created by The Village Church in Flower 
Mound, Texas.  It has been adapted to reflect Northlake Church’s views and values on baptism.  
We appreciate the hard work in developing and creating material for a class that is biblical and 
gracious as we strive to practice baptism in our context at Northlake Church.
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