
Mission Trip to Guatemala Scheduled for February 4-12, 2023. 

Janet Chichester and Wayne Wiley are newer members of our congregation.  They spent five 
years in Guatemala serving in mission with Salud y Paz (“Health and Peace” International Hands 
in Service).  Salud y Paz started as a Methodist mission and is a faith based organization 
promoting integrated health, healing, and education in Guatemala by enabling access to health 
care services and early childhood education.   

Salud y Paz operates medical and dental clinics and an early education center in the highlands 
of Guatemala.  They host short term medical, dental, surgical, and construction teams. 

Janet was the principal of the Susanna Wesley school while Wayne served as a team 
coordinator and then Executive Director.  They have continued to bring teams to Guatemala 
through their previous church, Chapel Hill UMC in Battle Creek, and are now looking to include 
First UMC Holland in a team for 2023. 

The team usually spends 4 ½ days working on a project, has sponsored VBS for over 125 
children, and spends some time enjoying the country and culture.  The first full day is travel as 
the group travels from Grand Rapids to Guatemala.  The group leaves at 6 AM from Grand 
Rapids and arrives at Panajachel, Guatemala around 6 or 7 PM depending on traffic.  Sunday is 
a fun day and activities are decided by the group.  In the past they have gone to visit 
communities around Lake Atitlan via water taxi, visited Mayan ruins, or visited South America’s 
largest outdoor market in Chichicastenango.   

Monday through Friday noon are spent working on a project or helping in the clinic.  Janet 
spends as much of her time as possible at the school.  Most trips include an afternoon VBS 
activity for as many children as we can handle, usually we limit the number to 120! 

We spend the weekend in Antigua, a popular tourist community located near Guatemala City 
with lots to see and good restaurants.  Sunday is the return home and arriving in Grand Rapids 
around midnight. 

In-country accommodations are at local hotels with meals either at the hotel or at local 
restaurants.  Transportation is by converted school bus.   

Total cost, including airfare, for the trip is approximately $2100 with deposits due in September 
and final payment in late October.  Cancel for any reason trip insurance is included as is medical 
coverage.  There is a COVID plan in place and all trip members must be vaccinated.  Team size is 
limited with several people already signed up.   

An informational meeting is scheduled between services on September 11.  Wayne and Janet 
are traveling during August but will try and respond to questions while away (internet and 
phone are not always reliable at their destinations).  You may call Janet at 269-274-6320 or 
Wayne at 269-209-5883. Their emails are:  wdwiley@gmail.com or janetchichester@gmail.com.   

For more information about Salud y Paz please visit https://www.saludypaz.org .  
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