
First Focus 
A Newsletter of First  

United Methodist Church 
of Holland Michigan 

March 2020 

Our Vision: To be a grace-filled community aflame with God’s love for the world.  

Message Series 
for March 

Inside this Issue: 

Bread / UMW / Sensory 2 

Mission / Better / B-Days 3 

Children’s Ministry 4 

Youth / Staff Open Hours 5 

Bread / UMW / Sensory 6 

Adm. Teams / $10 for 10 7 

The Last Word 8 

It’s party time, and you are invited!  The Alliance for Cultural and 
Ethnic Harmony (ACEH) will hold its annual Community Potluck and 

Cultural Sharing Party at First 
UMC on Saturday, March 28, 
5pm- 8:30pm.  The theme is 
“All That Jazz!” with live music 
and a program about the 
Michigan town of Idlewild, a 
place where black entertainers 
performed for years to large 
audiences—because they were 

kept out of white venues in the state and across the nation. 

Please bring a dish to share from your family’s heritage, and a 
nonperishable item for a local food bank. ACEH will provide 
beverages and table service. 

There will be family activities and an auction of goods and services 
donated by members, friends, and local businesses.  The raised 
funds will support scholarships for Upward Bound and other 

This article continues on page 7  

ACEH Party at First UMC  

Beginning March 1, we are 
starting a thought-provoking 7
-week series 
titled: 
What’s the 
Least I Can 
Believe and 
Still Be a 
Christian.  
The 
message 
series is 
based on the 
book with 
the same name by Martin 
Thielen.  If you are interested 
in purchasing a book, they will 
be available in the lobby of the 
sanctuary on Sunday, March 1, 
for $12.  

This article continues on page 3 

A Path to Understanding You 
An exciting opportunity of discovery is coming to First UMC!  All 
participants in this faith community are invited to the discovery 
event The Enneagram Workshops on Saturdays, March 14th and 
21st from 8:55am to 11:55am.   

The Enneagram is an ancient way of learning about our humanness 
and is one of the pathways of growing closer to God.  Understand-
ing of the Enneagram opens the door for a person’s psychological 

and spiritual growth.  The for-
mat of the workshop will in-
clude input from quiet time 
and interaction with others.  
Sister Ann Walters, OP and Kim 
Bartz will be teaching the class.  
Associated with the Dominican 
Center in Grand Rapids, Sister 
Ann has been acquainted with 

the Enneagram since the 1980’s and teaching since the early 
1990s.  Interning with Sister Ann, is Kim Bartz, MSW who has stud-
ied the Enneagram for the last several years and is presently in the  
process of being certified as a teacher.   

The cost of this workshop is $25 due in full at the first class.  
Checks can be made payable to First UMC (memo line Enneagram 
class).  To get the most out of the class, participants must also pur-
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  5 - Executive Board Meeting, 2pm, Lounge 

11 - Hope Circle, Noon, Lounge 

12 - Joy Circle, 1pm, Lounge 

16 - Faith Circle, 7pm, B104 

21 - Spring Fling, Church of the Dunes, Grand Haven 

27 - Family Event,7:00pm, More information to follow. 

Service Circle:  Hope Circle and Meals in Time of Need is Joy Circle 

Looking ahead:  April 9th at 9:30am in Fellowship Hall will be the Maundy Thursday 
Breakfast.  Afterwards, a program entitled "The Good Shepard" will be held in the Sanctuary.  A sign
-up sheet is now on the UMW bulletin board for all to sign up.  Do come and enjoy this special day 
with us! 

United Methodist Women 

This article continues on page 7 

Why Banana Bread? 
Each Sunday Refresh volunteers set up a table at the back of 
the church to offer banana bread in exchange for a small 
donation.  Some may wonder: why banana bread?   

It all started when Western Theological Seminary was being 
remodeled and the Community Kitchen free lunch program was 

using our church to serve lunch to 
neighbors in need of a meal.  Each 
day enormous amounts of 
bananas were donated by local 
grocers to Community Action 
House & Community Kitchen for 
distribution.  There were always 
more bananas than CAH could 

possibly use, and many were going to waste.  Sandy DeNotto, 
a volunteer at the kitchen from First UMC, was concerned about 
the waste and asked if she might start using the bananas to 
make banana bread for the Kitchen.  The offer was gratefully 
accepted and the baking began.  

About the same time, some of the patrons mentioned they 
could use a little food for the long weekends between meals at 
the Kitchen.  Most of these Kitchen guests had no access to 
refrigeration or a stove, so banana bread was the perfect 
nutritious snack to package up on Fridays to get them through 
the weekend.    

A team of bakers still bake bread for the Kitchen each week 
and now bake bread for Refresh too.  The problem of too many 
bananas was solved, but a new challenge was presented in the 
form of buying the flour, eggs, butter, sugar, etc. to continue to 
bake the bread.  An idea was suggested to do a little “bake 

New Space 

The Inclusion Team (part of 
Radical Hospitality) is pleased 
to announce the opening of 
the Sensory Space located in 
the office on Sunday  
mornings.  We celebrate the 
human diversity and have  
created a space for those in 
our midst with neurodiversity 
needs and preferences.  For 

folks who may experience 
heightened sensitivity to 
lights, sounds, or large 
groups, this space is available 
for them.  In this space, one 
will find low lighting, different 
sensory objects, comfortable 
seating, and methods to  
control sound.  A special thank 
you to Heather Herrick for 
providing direction for the  
Inclusion Team in this  
initiative.  
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The Praise Band has been singing some Pat Barrett songs such as 
“Build My Life” and “The Way.”  We love singing familiar praise 
songs but also enjoy introducing new songs to expand our 
repertoire.  One of the newest offerings is “Better” by Pat Barrett.    

Barrett talks about what this song means to him.  "'Better' is such a 
special song to me personally because it has served as a 
challenge," shares Pat Barrett.  "Money, appearance, power, and 
approval are all unbelievably tempting to live for at times.  But we 
cause ourselves (and others) a lot of harm when we set these 
things at the center of our lives!  In the moments where we feel 
tempted to live for 'lesser' things, we are only left feeling 
even more empty.  I hope this song can help redirect the affection 
of our hearts to something (or Someone) better."  

Do you have a favorite song the band sings?  Is there a worship 
song you would like added to our repertoire?  I’d love to hear from 
you anytime about our worship music.  Email by clicking on David 
Newton or by phone at 616-396-5205. 

Listed below are special 
days for some of those in 
our faith community. 

Celebrating 85+ years of 
life: 

3th  Dorothy Chamness,  
 609 Graafschap Rd  

Holland, 49423 

8th Marjorie Bocks,  
 29 E. 6th Street, #216  

Holland 49423 

10th Donna Wiegerink 
 727 Apple Ave, F-9 
 Holland 49423 

21st Larry McCormick 
 630 Hastings Ave, Apt 

301, Holland 49423 

28th Merilyn Klomparens 
 800 Clarewood Ct, 
 Holland, 49423  

Celebrations Something or Someone Better 

Bread Pan Offering for Missions 

Do you know abou UMCOR? 

UMCOR stands for United Methodist Committee on Relief, and once 
per year an offering is taken for UMCOR Sunday.  This is the focus 
of our bread pan offering on March 8 and throughout the  
remainder of March.  The offering taken for UMCOR Sunday is a 

way for congregations around 
the globe to help by covering 
the  
operating costs for UMCOR,  
allowing UMCOR to funnel 
100% of other donations  
received throughout the year 
directly to relief efforts. 

When watching disaster unfold 
around the globe, many of us 

feel the call to help but often are at a loss as to what we can actu-
ally do to help. UMCOR  
offers aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer: 

● When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded. 

● When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded. 

● When a tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded. 

And when the next crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond. 
“Early in and the last out” is a guiding principle of UMCOR. Thank 
you in advance for your generosity in the month of March in giving 
to UMCOR Sunday.  

Enneagram 
continued from page 1 

chase and read: The Es-
sential Enneagram: The 
Definitive Personality Test 
and Self-Discovery Guide 
prior to the workshop (click 
on the link to purchase the 
book).   

If you have any questions 
or the cost is prohibitive, 
you may request a  
scholarship by contacting 
Rev. Tania by clicking on 
her name. 

mailto:david@fumcholland.org
mailto:david@fumcholland.org
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Essential-Enneagram-Definitive-Personality-Self-Discovery/dp/0061713163/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+essentials+of+the+enneagram&qid=1578934823&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Essential-Enneagram-Definitive-Personality-Self-Discovery/dp/0061713163/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+essentials+of+the+enneagram&qid=1578934823&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Essential-Enneagram-Definitive-Personality-Self-Discovery/dp/0061713163/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+essentials+of+the+enneagram&qid=1578934823&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Essential-Enneagram-Definitive-Personality-Self-Discovery/dp/0061713163/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+essentials+of+the+enneagram&qid=1578934823&sr=8-1
mailto:tania@fumcholland.org


Sunday School classes are each Sunday at 9:40am and 
Children’s Time classes are at 11am. Check-ins are by entrance 
C. Kids need to be checked in and picked up by an adult 
parent/guardian.  

Questions? Contact Director Colleen Bajema by clicking on her 
name or call her on the cell 616-834-8478.  

First through Fifth Grade 

At 9:40am, Kids will be learning about gifts God gives each 
Christian.  We’ll discover the Holy Spirit can live in us and gives 
each believer a special gift.  We’ll apply our learning by using 
our gifts to serve God and care for others.   

The memory verses this month are “There are different kinds of 
spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 
There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same 
Lord.” 1 Corinthians 12:4-5  

At 10:40am, the Worship 
Class theme is “DIY: 
Forgiveness is up to you.” 
Life App-Forgiveness— 
deciding that someone 
who has wronged you 
doesn’t have to pay.  The 
memory verses this month 
are: Put up with one 
another. Forgive one another if you are holding something 
against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. 
Colossians 3:13 NIrV  

Babies through Kindergarten 

March’s theme is “Follow the Leader” and the following points 
will be reinforced each week:  

Memory Verse: “’Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” 
Matthew 4:19 NIrV  

Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus.  

Here are the weekly stories:  

Mar. 1 John told people that Jesus is special. • 
Matthew 3:3-4, 11, 13-17 

Mar. 8 Andrew, Peter, John & James • Matthew 4:18
-22; Luke 5:1-11 

Mar. 15 Matthew (tax collector). • Matthew 9:9-12 

Mar. 22 The Twelve • The Gospels 

Mar. 29 When I follow Jesus, I can love everyone. 

Children’s Ministry 
When Mark Bajema serves in 
the Early Childhood Ministry, 
his heart is stirred by students.  
Each Sunday he sees high 
school student helpers develop 
more ability to care for the 
younger children.  This week, 
after one of these helpers 
learned that a particular child 
was out sick for the day, the 
helper said, "I just love to be 
with her so much, I'm gonna 
miss her today!" 

Mark also finds joy in the large 
number of “regularly 
attending” kids that have 
become quite good at 
welcoming and loving on the 
newer children. 

Joy in Serving 
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VBS 2020 

Save the dates of Wednesday, 
July 22nd - Saturday, July 
25th for an exciting time of 
fun and learning at Rocky 
Railway VBS! 

We’ll be singing catchy songs, 
playing team-building games, 
experiencing one-of-a-kind 
Bible Adventures, and testing 
out Sciency-Fun Gizmos. 

Afternoons are 
special with 
afternoon activities 
for Early Childhood 
kids and field trips 
for Elementary kids.  
New this year: 
Saturday will include 
age-appropriate 
service work. Hope 
to see you there! 

Questions? Email Director 
Colleen Bajema by clicking her 
name or call 616-536-1088. 

mailto:cabajema@gmail.com
mailto:colleen@fumcholland.org
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Youth Ministry 

February Highlights!  February was a BUSY month for youth group!  We 
enjoyed each other’s company at Super-BOWLING; we decorated  
Fellowship Hall for the patrons and volunteers at Refresh; Resilience came 
to speak to us about healthy relationships; and we 
had two locks-ins. 

Do you have any odd jobs, cleaning, raking, or 
shoveling to do around the house? Consider hiring a student!  High School 
and Middle School students will be working hard to earn and save money for 
their summer mission trips and camp.   

Please consider us if you need some extra hands!  Contact Sonrisa with infor-
mation.  Questions? Contact Sonrisa by clicking on her name.  Be sure to 
check out our Facebook page Eclipse Youth Group-FUMC Holland for updates.  

The program staff are available for one-on-one meetings in the church building: 

Brad Bartelmay:  Tuesday 9am-12pm, Friday, 9am-noon  

Colleen Bajema: Wednesday 12-2pm, Thursday 10am-12pm  

David Newton: Monday 8-12, Tuesday 8-11, Wednesday 9:30-10:30 & 12-1pm  

Julia Colingsworth: Tuesday 10am-12pm, Wednesday 12-2pm  

LuAnne Stanley Hook: Tuesday 9am-12pm, Thursday 1:30-4:30pm 

Paul Reissmann:  Monday noon-4pm, Friday noon-7pm 

Sonrisa Cortes:  Tuesday & Thursday 9-11:30am   

Tania Dozeman:  Tuesday 9-noon, Thursday 1-4pm  

Staff Open Office Hours  

Youth Group Sunday School 
 

March 1st 

Youth Group for MS Students only 

5:30-7:30 pm 

  

March 1st 9:40-10:35 MS in Sonrise 

9:40-10:35 HS in Eclipse 

  
 

March 8th 

MS and HS Students 5:30-7:30 

 

March 8th 9:40-10:35 MS in Sonrise 

9:40-10:35 HS in Eclipse 

  
 

March 15th 

MS and HS students 5:30-7:30 

 

March 15th 9:40-10:35 MS in Sonrise 

9:40-10:35 HS in Eclipse 

 
 

March 22nd 

No youth group due to $10 for Ten thank you 
meal! 

 

March 22nd  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL! Prepping 
for Thank You Meal for end of $10 for Ten! 

 

March 29th 

MS and HS students 5:30-7:30 

 

March 29th 9:40-10:35 MS in Sonrise 

9:40-10:35 HS in Eclipse 

 

mailto:sonrisa@fumcholland.org
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New Camp 
Experiences  

Recent Repairs and Building Updates 

There are still many open 
camp opportunities.  First 
UMC supports families by 
paying ½ of camp costs 
(maximum $250) for 
United Methodist or other 
camps approved by 
children’s or youth 
ministry directors.  To 
receive the discount or to 
get a camp approved, 
email Colleen or Sonrisa 
the name and specifics of 
the camp.   

Check out these websites 
Lake Louise UMC Camp 
and United Methodist 
Church Camps soon.  
Note: as you’re choosing 
dates, be aware that 
VBS/SON is July 21-26. 

Below are the main building improvements, money-saving updates, and repairs that have been  
accomplished since the beginning of the year: 

• The lights in the bathrooms and hallways were updated to turn on and off automatically. 

• The lights in rooms B104, B106, the main office, and hallways were updated to LED lighting. 

• Room 303N has been painted and updated into a meeting room for various ages. 

• Room 303S has been painted and updated for the handbell choir.  

• The door edge was replaced on the elevator so it functions well again. 

• The faulty part on the water heater was repaired, providing hot water. 

• The bathrooms had automatic air fresheners installed.   

• The damaged burners on the stove were repaired and gas to the large 
 stove unit was turned off until it is needed in the spring. 

• The stove hood was cleaned and the roof top vent was repaired and 
 we passed the kitchen inspection with flying colors. 

• Twice the plumber unclogged the sewage pipe leading out of the building. 

• The sink plumbing in several bathrooms of the Education Wing was replaced. 

• Repair of the light for the Good Shepard window (Sanctuary) and operated by a light sensor. 

• Burned out lights in the ceiling of the Sanctuary were replaced. 

The next gathering of the Inclusion Team takes place on Monday, 
March 16 at 7pm in the Lounge (M102).   

Bring your ideas and encouragement as we  
explore new ways to make our Welcoming  
Statement and status as a Reconciling Ministries 
congregation a living reality in our church, com-
munity, and denomination.   
Feel free to contact Terry Allen 
(revtwa@yahoo.com) with agenda items and/or 
questions. 

Inclusion Meeting  

$10 for Ten 
The $10 for Ten campaign is still  
on-going! These are the final weeks!   

We are seeking 100 people to donate $10 for 
10 weeks, or 100 in total to fully fund our 
youth mission programs and camp 
scholarships. This year is particularly expensive for high school 
students as they prepare to travel to Reynosa, Mexico for their 
mission trip.  $10 for Ten will run until March 22nd.  Please join us 
in our Thank You Lunch following 1st service!  

mailto:colleen@fumcholland.org
mailto:sonrisa@fumcholland.org
https://lakelouisecommunity.org/summer-camp-2020.html
https://umcamping.org/
https://umcamping.org/
mailto:revtwa@yahoo.com


ACEH Party continues 
seniors, plus ACEH programs, partnerships, advocacy, and 
publications.  Al Minert (apminerthm@att.net or 396-3751) is in 
charge of the auction. 

Want to help with decorating, greeting, serving, clean-up, or other 
tasks?  Please contact Mary De Ridder (deriddermd@juno.com or 
399-2161) or Ann Weller (editann@aol.com or 396-2201). 
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Happenings 
in the Choir 
The choir would love to 
have your voice singing 
along with them for the 
Easter Hallelujah Chorus!   

Interested?  Plan to attend 
three rehearsals prior to 
Easter: Mar 26, April 1 & 
8.  The more voices 
singing together, the 
better the experience.   

During March, the 8:30am 
worship service organ 
music will be compositions 
based on hymn tunes from 
various 
countries.  
Watch 
which 
country is 
selected 
each 
week.   

Continue to watch the 
8:30am bulletin for 
information about that 
week’s organ music. 

Banana 
Bread continues 

sale” to help finance the 
needed ingredients.   

Your donation, when you 
pick up a delicious slice of 
banana bread on Sunday 
mornings, enables us to 
continue providing 
Community Kitchen and 
Refresh with banana bread 
for the week ahead.   

Thank you so much for 
your generosity!  Enjoy! 

Trustee Day 

The trustees are sponsoring a Spring Cleaning and Fix-Up day here 
at the church on Saturday, March 21st (the rain/snow date is March 
28th).  Come any time after 8am to help out with a variety of small 
repairs and deep cleaning projects.  Be sure to bring your tool box 
and some basic cleaning supplies.  Some continental breakfast 
items (aka donuts, juice, coffee, etc.) will be available, so please 
sign up on the connection card to let us know you are coming.   

We look forward to seeing you on the 21st, and remember the old 
saying, “many hands make light work.” 

The icon for the Church Center app it looks like this: 

While the app is still being completed there are some 
features already active.  Browse the small groups to see 
the various ones which are happening.  Set the app up to 
give you push notifications or use it to check a child into Sunday 

School.  The other features will be coming on 
line in the next few weeks. 

Now some of us who are less tech-savvy may 
struggle uploading an app.  If you fall into this 
category and you can’t seem to get the app 
uploaded try updating your phone or tablet’s 
operating system.  And if you are unsure about 
how to do some of these things I have good 
news for you.   

After worship on the 22nd and for the two 
Sundays that follow people will be available 
near the information center to help you with the 
process.  Be sure to bring your device to 

worship on one of these three days if you need support. 

And for the who don’t use or don’t want to use the app—don’t 
worry.  We’ll continue to have a church website, email blast, 
announcement sheet in worship and so on to continue to 
disseminate information about the church and church events. 

The Last Word continues 

mailto:apminerthm@att.net
mailto:deriddermd@juno.com
mailto:editann@aol.com


Reverend Brad Bartelmay 

Phone:  616-528-0152 or  
269-266-2221  
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The deadline for 

submissions to  

First Focus is 

Monday,  

March 16th. 

  Please email articles 

to erin@ 

fumcholland.org  

The Last Word 
Sunday, March 22—mark the date.  This is the “official” launch 
date of the new church app for your phone and/or tablet.   

Why a First UMC app?  It will be a one-stop spot for you to get 
information about events and programming here at First UMC.  
The app, called Church Center by the company Planning Center, 
will be have a listing of all the church’s small groups.  There will 
be a spot for quick and simple check-in of children for Sunday 
School.  Touch the event button and you will see a way to 
register for upcoming church events, including making any 
necessary payments.  You will also be able to make donations to 
the church’s General Fund with a few clicks as well. 

Notice we called this the official 
launch date.  In fact if you want 
to try and download the app now 
please feel few to do. Just go to 
either the App store on your 
iPhone or Google play if you have 
an android phone. Type “church 
center” into the search feature 
and upload the app. 

The next communion  
opportunity is on March 8th  


