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Ash Wed. Meal 

& Worship  

Enriching Your Life  

All are invited to the Ash 
Wednesday Dinner and 
Worship Service at Hope 
Church: Wednesday, February 
26 (6pm Dinner and 7pm 
Worship).  

To begin the season of Lent, 
Hope Church is hosting a joint 
gathering with Maple Avenue 
Ministries, Holland United 
Church of Christ, and First 
UMC for an Ash Wednesday 
shared meal and worship. If 
you wish to attend the 6pm 
dinner in the Hope Church 
Commons, please sign up via 
the 

Reconciling Celebration:  
Worship and Brunch 
Mark your calendar!  On Sunday, February 16, First UMC will be 
celebrating our one-year anniversary of becoming a Reconciling 
Congregation (open and affirming of LGBTQ+ persons).   

Our Michigan Conference episcopal leader, Bishop David Bard, will 
be the featured speaker for both worship services.  Former clergy 
will also be present and 
part of the services.  
Those who are able to 
attend include John 
Ellinger, Susan Hagens, 
Karen Tompkin-Davis, 
John Thompson, Lynn Pier
-Fitzgerald, and Jan 
Lancaster.  These past 
clergy will be participating 
in an opportunity for 
anointing for those who want to make visible commitment of their 
deire to live inclusive of all persons.  

To further the celebration, a delicious brunch will be served in 
Fellowship Hall from 9:40am—10:40am (in-between worship 
services).  We welcome you to invite family, friends, and others 
from the community to this time of celebration! 

Our Vision: To be a grace-filled community aflame with God’s love for the world.  

February 2020 can be a time of new beginnings for you!  If you are 
seeking an interesting way to grow closer to God with the 
companionship of others, you will want to check out the 22 
opportunities available this winter term!   

From Core Groups that focus on 
the current week’s message and 
caring for one another in 
presence and prayer, to our 
Seasonal Classes that help 
strengthen your faith and equip 
you with practices to connect 
with God, there is something for 
everyone!   

For details about our offerings 
and to connect with the leaders, please go to our website: 
fumcholland.org.  If that does not answer your questions or if you 
need help figuring out what would best fit you, please contact Rev. 
Tania by clicking on her name or 616-681-3524. 
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Refresh Receives Recognition 
The City of Holland’s annual Social Justice Awards recognize 
individuals and organizations who exemplify the virtues of social 
justice by promoting equal opportunity 
and equal access for all residents in the 
areas of Housing, Education, 
Employment, and Government/
Community Relations.  Angela Maxwell 
and First United Methodist Church jointly 
received the 2019 Community Relations 
Award for Housing!   

Maxwell, Homeless Outreach Specialist at 
Community Action House, was a key 
partner in developing and launching 
Refresh: Hygiene and Hope here at First.  
Rev. LuAnne accepted the award for First UMC on behalf of all 
who have offered their time, money, and supplies to make 
Refresh successful over the past year. Together, we’ve given 
dignity and hope to many in our Holland community! 

Article continued on page 7 

Reflections on Refresh Hygiene & Hope 
It was one year ago that Loretta Grilley prayed for God to show her where to use her newly found 
free time.  Around the same time, First UMC was starting a partnership with Community Action 
House to create a program called "Refresh – Hygiene & Hope”, a ministry offering neighbors without 
a home a place to shower and have a light meal.  At a meeting Loretta learned that volunteers 
offering warm greetings, a friendly ear, and a little manual labor was all that was needed.  So, she 

decided to give it a try. 

Because this was a new idea in the community, the attendance was 
low at first.  Yet, there was much to do as the ministry directors and 
workers learned how to make the process work within this 
community and with this facility.  News about Refresh kept 
spreading and before long, the number of neighbors increased.  
Soon there was a need for Refresh—Hygiene and Hope two 
mornings a week.  

Often serving others starts with the idea that “the server or 
volunteer” will only give, and the receiver does all the receiving.  

That was how Loretta started.  Then something unexpected happened: the lines between giving and 
receiving began to blur, and all those involved started to feel a sense of community.  Positive 
friendships were formed and began flourishing.   

Loretta states “It’s hard to put into words how good it feels when you realize you are a small part of 
getting some of your neighbors’ simplest needs met, or the joy felt when a neighbor shares that 
after months they finally found a place to live or a job to help get them back on their feet.  It feels 
like we’re making a difference.” 

“Being part of a faith body that supports community ministry 100% is inspiring”, says Loretta” 
“Refresh could not be the successful, award-winning program it is without                                   

Prayer Shawls 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
thriving and always welcomes 
new knitters, crotchetiers, or 
quilters to join in.  The group 
meets in the Lounge at 1pm 
on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
the month.   

Thanks to the wonderful First 
UMC congregation for your 
yarn contributions as it keeps 
our fingers busy and our 
minds creative!  The quilt rack 
is back up in the Lounge with 
prayer shawls and prayer 
pockets available for the faith 
body to freely distribute.  For 
questions, please contact Jane 
Smith by email. 

mailto:cutlas70@gmail.com
mailto:cutlas70@gmail.com
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The February Calendar Events are: 

February 6:    Executive Board meeting, 2pm, Lounge 

February 12:  Hope Circle, noon, Lounge 

February 13:  Joy Circle, 1 pm, Lounge 

February 17:  Faith Circle, 7 pm, Lounge 

Service Circle is Joy and Meals In Time of Need is Faith Circle 

In 2019, the UMW gave monies of 
nearly $35,000 to the following 29 
mission organizations!! 

We thank the congregation for all of 
your support in helping to earn 
monies to be put to work for the 
furtherance of God's kingdom here in 
Holland, across the country, and 
around the world.   

With your help, prayers, and 
financial support, many, many 
persons felt Gods' love and 

grace.  We are truly blessed and are blessed to be able to share!   

We rejoice with the 
following folks as they . . . 

Celebrate 50+ years of 
marriage: 

6th  Jean & Richard 
Schmidt, 
723 Foggy Morn Lane,    
Bradenton, FL 34212 

Celebrate 85+ years of 
life: 

20th Shirley Schrotenboer, 
 466 Beeline Rd. 
 Holland, MI  49424 

24th Don Beekman 
 165 S. Division 
 Holland, MI  49424 

27th Herb Weller, 
 87W. 14th St, 
 Holland, MI  49423 

Celebrations United Methodist Women  

Choir News  
This year the choir has 
welcomed four new 
members.  The choir would 
be happy to include YOU 
too!  If you enjoy singing, 
join in on Wednesdays at 
6:30pm. 

This month the choir will 
sing two anthems about 
welcoming all.  Also on the 
agenda is preparation for 
Easter, which includes the 
annual singing of the  
Hallelujah Chorus by 
Handel.   

This month’s organ music 
will center on American 
composers. 

Benjamin's Hope 

Boys and Girls Club 

Resilience (Women in Transi-
tion) 

Children Advocacy Center 

Clark Ret. Comm.--Benevolent 
fund 

Community Kitchen 

Community Action House 

Escape Ministries 

FUMC--Refresh Program 

Good Samaritan Ministries 

Grand Rapids Community 
House 

His Harvest Stand 

Holland Community Health 
Center  

Holland Hospital School Nurse 
Program 

Holland Hospital Fund Com-
munity Nurse 

Holland Free Mental Health 
Program 

Holland Free Health Clinic 

Hope Packages 

Kids Food Basket 

Lake Louise Camp 

Lighthouse Immigration  
Advocates 

My House Ministry 

Nestlings Diaper Bank 

O.A.R. 

Pledge to the District 

UMW - Legacy Fund 

Henderson Settlement 

Mobility Worldwide West  
Michigan (PET) 

UMCOR--Disaster Relief 



Sunday School classes are each Sunday at 9:40am and 
Children’s Time classes are at 11am.   

Check-ins are by entrance C.  Kids need to be checked in and 
picked up by an adult parent/guardian. Questions?  Contact 
Director Colleen Bajema by clicking on her name or call her cell 
616-834-8478.  

 

 

 

 

 

First through Fifth Grade 

At 9:40am Kids will be growing to know God. The 
commandments teach us the best ways to live as we honor 
parents by showing them love.  We love others when we don’t 
hurt, steal, or lie.  

The memory verse this month is “Jesus replied, ‘You must love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 
mind.’” Matthew 22:37  

At 10:40am, the Worship Class theme is “Playlist: Put Love in 
the Mix.”  

Life App-Love— Choosing to treat others the way you want to 
be treated. 

The memory verse this month is: Here is what love is. It is not 
that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to 
give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 NIrV 

Babies through Kindergarten 

January’s theme is “All Aboard” and the following points will be 
reinforced each week.  

Memory Verse: “Love others as I have loved you.” John 15:12 
NIV  

Bottom Line: Jesus loves everyone!  

Here are the weekly stories:  

Feb. 2 Woman at the well. • John 4:1-30 

Feb. 9 Zacchaeus. • Luke 19:1-10 

Feb. 16 The unloved woman • John 8:2-11 

Feb. 23 We can love like Jesus. • John 15:12  

Children’s Ministry 
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Meaningful 
Moments 
So much happens in our 
children’s classes: discipleship, 
friendship, support, 
encouragement, learning… I 
smile and my heart warms as I 
observe the children’s classes 
on Sunday Morning.  

Take a peek and see a little of 
what I see: a youth helper 
makes plans with a group of 
preschoolers for pretend play; 
a toddler goes from crying 
when grandma leaves her to 
reaching for Sarah, our 
nursery supervisor, and 
happily playing with the other 
children; a girl in our 

elementary class joyfully 
greets new friends with hugs; 
a child expresses sadness that 
Christmas won’t be the same 
this year because of changes 
in their family and so a leader 
prays with them.   

Only God fully knows all the 
ways kids and leaders are 
learning that church is a fun 
and safe place where each 
person is loved.   

If you ever have questions 
about Children’s Ministry here 
at First UMC then contact 
Director Colleen Bajema by 
clicking on her name or call 
616-536-1088. 

mailto:cabajema@gmail.com
mailto:colleen@fumcholland.org
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 Staff Open Office Hours 
The program staff have set weekly office hours when we 

will be available for one-on-one meetings in the church 

building: 

• Brad Bartelmay:  Tues 9am-12pm, Fri, 9am-noon  

• Colleen Bajema: Wed 12-2pm, Thurs 10am-12pm  

• David Newton: Mon 8-12, Tue 8-11, Wed 9:30-10:30 

& 12-1pm  

• Julia Colingsworth:  Tues 10am-12pm, Wed 12-2pm  

• LuAnne Stanley-Hook: Tues 9am-12pm, Thurs 1:30-

4:30pm  

• Sonrisa Cortes:  Tues & Thurs 9 – 11:30am   

• Tania Dozeman:  Tues 9-12, Thurs 1-4  

Ash Wednesday  

(continued from page 1) 

connection card or online at 
www.fumcholland.org by Sunday, 
Feb. 23 so that Hope Church can 
know how many to plan on for the 
meal.  

The 7pm worship service in the Hope  
sanctuary will include scripture, 
music, prayer and an invitation to 
participate in the imposition of ashes.  

The imposition of ashes is an ancient 
symbol of repentance and blessing 
that calls us into this season of 
renewed faith and discipleship 
through the life of Jesus Christ. 

Seniors on The Go  
This year's Seniors on The Go Valentine's Celebration will be on Friday, 
February 7th, beginning at 1:30pm.  Both men and women are invited to 
enjoy light refreshments while talking together in Fellowship Hall.   

Afterwards we will have the opportunity to enjoy a musical program given 
by David Newton in the Sanctuary.   

Reservations are encouraged.  Contact Nelda McCrocklin at 616-994-6381 
or email her at neldamcc@aol.com.  Reservations can also be made by 
signing up on the United Methodist Women's bulletin board. 

$10 for Ten 
The $10 for Ten campaign is still on-going! We are seeking at least 100 people to donate $10 for 10 
weeks, or 100 in total to fully fund our youth mission programs and camp scholarships.  $10 for Ten 
will run until March 22nd.  This year is particularly expensive for high school students as they prepare 
to travel internationally to Reynosa, Mexico for their mission trip. Throughout our Campaign, you will 
hear from young people the importance camp and youth mission trips have had on their lives. Please 
help our young people! Donations can be made in weekly installments, either at church or through 
the mail, or in a single installment anytime during the campaign. 

Have odd jobs to be done?  Do you have any cleaning, raking, shoveling, or odd jobs around the 
house?  Consider hiring a student!  High School and Middle School students will be working hard to 
earn and save money for their summer mission trips and camp. Please consider us if you need some 
extra hands! Contact Sonrisa with information. 

Be sure to check out our Facebook page Eclipse Youth Group-Fumc Holland for updates and to 
watch the videos we show in Church!  

Questions? Contact Sonrisa by clicking on her name. 

mailto:neldamcc@aol.com
mailto:sonrisa@fumcholland.org
mailto:Sonrisa@fumcholland.org
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Summer Camp Opportunities 

Youth LOCK IN! 

Student Ministries 

February Youth Group Schedule 
  

Feb 2nd: 
Super-BOWLING! 

MS and HS students please bring a bag lunch to 
eat; $10-15 dollars to cover the cost of bowling 
and shoe rentals. Drop off time 12pm & pick up 

3pm at FUMC. 
  

February Sunday School Schedule 
  

Feb 2nd 9:40-10:35am: 
MS in Sonrise 
HS in Eclipse 

 

 
Feb 9th, 5:30-7:30pm, Educ. Wing: 

Youth Group for MS and HS Students 

 
Feb 9th 9:40-10:35am: 

MS in Sonrise 
HS in Eclipse 

  
 

Feb 16th, 5:30-7:30pm, Educ. Wing: 
Youth Group for MS and HS Students 
Youth Group for MS and HS students 

 
Feb 16th 9:40-10:35am: 

MS in Sonrise 
HS in Eclipse 

  
 

Feb 23rd, 5:30-7:30pm, Educ. Wing: 
Youth Group for High School students only 

  

 
Feb 22nd 9:40-10:35am: 

MS in Sonrise 
HS in Eclipse 

 

Are you ready for an evening of incredible fun, little-to-no sleep, and 
time spent with your friends? The Lock In is coming…. 

February 21st Middle School Lock-In Friday 7pm-7am! Details and 
permission slips to follow in email from Sonrisa.  

February 29th – High School Lock-In 7pm-9:30am (Through 2nd 
Service). Details and permission slips to follow in email from Sonrisa.  

We believe that church camp is a foundational way to help children and youth connect to God in a 
very real way. There are camps for kids, youth, and families.   

Children and youth may receive ½ (maximum of $250) in the form of a scholarship  to a United 
Methodist or Non-United Methodist camps (provided the camp has been pre-approved by Children’s 
and/or Youth Ministry Directors.  To receive the discount or get a camp approved, email Colleen or 
Sonrisa the name and specifics of the camp.   

Some camps fill up early so check out these websites Lake Louise UMC Camp and United Methodist 
Church Camps soon.  Brochures will be handed out in Sunday School and Youth Group or pick them 
up in the church office.  Note: when choosing dates, be aware that VBS/SON will be July 21-26. 

If you have any questions? Contact Children’s Director Colleen Bajema (by clicking on her name) or 
call 616-536-1088 or Youth Director Sonrisa (by clicking on her name). 

mailto:colleen@fumcholland.org
mailto:sonrisa@fumcholland.org
https://lakelouisecommunity.org/summer-camp-2020.html
https://umcamping.org/
https://umcamping.org/
mailto:colleen@fumcholland.org
mailto:sonrisa@fumcholland.org
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Are you creative, visual, or  
artistic and passionate about 
God?  Our Worship Design 
Team strives to create worship 
services that connect with 
each other and God.   

The Team is always looking 
for servants to help with wor-
ship staging for the sermon 
series, and to help execute the 
worship plans by helping build 
sets or decorate, in ways that 
support that month’s worship 
theme. 

Interested or who have ques-
tions, click on the name David 

or call 616-541-9210. 

Design Team 

imagined our church doing something good for those living on 
the economic margins, and that was it.   

Wow, did I get that wrong.   

In short order, Refresh has become a community of persons 
who share meals together, support one another and grow 
together in relationship, and scripture tells us that where two 
or more are gathered, God is there. 

God is there at Refresh, God is there when churches step up to 
reconciliation.  And may God be there as First Church continues 
to strive to be a church that affirms and welcomes all persons. 

Amen. 

The Last Word continues . . .  

February Missions Emphasis 
This month marks the one-year anniversary of Refresh: Hygiene 
and Hope, a joint ministry in partnership with Community Action 
House. Persons experiencing homelessness or in need of services 
can receive a shower, their mail, breakfast, clean clothing and  
hygiene supplies, a haircut, and resource connections through this Tuesday and Friday morning  
program at First. Funds go to The bread pans will be passed for Refresh during the February 9  
services, and funds will be accepted all month. Thank you for your continued support of Refresh!  

Reflections . . . 

(continued from page 2) 

the help of a wonderful church 
family that lovingly donates its 
facility, time, and financial 
support.”   

Refresh continues to need 
volunteers and your help can 
make a difference!    

If you have a few hours to 
spare or know someone who 
might be blessed by helping 
with this ministry, please 
contact Rev. LuAnne Stanley 
Hook by clicking on her name. 

One of David Newton’s favorite songs is Josh Baldwin’s “Let 
the Redeemed”.  The text comes out of Psalm 107:2 (The Pas-
sion Translation) “Tell the whole world how He broke through 
and delivered me from darkness.” 
Josh Baldwin, the writer of the song says, “I feel like the pow-
er that reaches people the most is our testimony. There’s such 
hope that comes out when we share what the Lord has done 
in us with other people. They can see where you’ve been and 
where you are now and how the Lord redeemed you. The 
song that probably is the most powerful on earth is the song 
of the redeemed. And that’s what this song really is.” 

May your song be a song of redemption as the chorus to “Let 
the Redeemed” states: 
So let the redeemed of the Lord say so 
Sing of His promises ever more 
Pour out your thankfulness, let it overflow 
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so. 

The Last Word continues . . .  

mailto:david@fumcholland.org
mailto:luanne@fumcholland.org
mailto:luanne@fumcholland.org
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The deadline for 

submissions to  

First Focus  

is no later than 

Friday,  

February 14th.  

Please email articles 

to erin@ 

fumcholland.org  

The Last Word 
On February 16th Bishop David Bard of the Michigan 
Conference will be our guest preacher in both the 8:30 and 
10:45am worship services.  He’ll also be joining us for the 
brunch between both services.  (For more details on the day 
please see the article on the front of this newsletter.) 

Bishop David is coming to celebrate with us.  A year ago, after 
reflection and conversation First Church became a Reconciling 
Congregation which affirms the value of all persons to 
participate fully in the life of the church. 

Often when we read words like those above we immediately 
think of the relationship between LGBTQ+ persons and the way 
the United Methodist Church has historically marginalized them.  
Hopefully, at General Conference this year, this marginalization 
will begin to come to an end.  This is good news, but I’m asking 
us to expand our understanding of being a faithfully affirming 
church of all persons.   

This month we also celebrate the one year anniversary of the 
beginning of our Refresh Ministry.  When we started Refresh I 

This article continues on page  7 


