
First Focus 
A Newsletter of First  

United Methodist Church 
of Holland Michigan 

January 2020 

Jan. Freeze  

Opportunity 

Community Worship Service 

Start the year off by learning 
something new or honing skills 
you are already using.   

On Sundays from January 12 - 
February 2, the class 
Volunteering with Vulnerable 
Populations, will be taught by 
Good Samaritan Ministries’ 
Lotefa Bartlett de Villareal. 

Lotefa will uncover barriers 
that keep people from moving 
forward out of poverty, and 
suggest how to serve in a way 
that honors those served.  

Open to persons already 
serving in such ministries or  

$10 for 10! 
It is time to consider participating in this year’s $10-for-10 
campaign, which kicks off on January 19.  $10-for-10 is a way to 
fund our youth mission programs and camp scholarships approved 
by Youth and Student Directors for 1st through 12th graders.   

In the past, these programs have been funded through multiple 
fundraisers by the United Methodist Men and the youth of First 
UMC, taking a lot of time but not raising much money.  Instead, 
the $10-for-10 campaign seeks 
100 people to donate $10 for 
10 weeks—or $100 in total—to 
fully fund these programs for 
the year. 

This year’s campaign will run 
until March 22.  Several times during the campaign youth and 
adults will speak about the impact of camp and mission trips and 
will also give more information about this year’s youth/college trip 
to Mexico.   

The Mexico trip will be very expensive compared to non-
international trips and may be cost-prohibitive for some families.  
For this reason, we are hoping that those who are able would 
consider giving to a special fund for personal scholarships for the 

Our Vision: To be a grace-filled community aflame with God’s love for the world.  

All are invited to attend a Community-Wide Worship Service in  
observance of the International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
to be held at First United Methodist Church of Holland, Sunday, 

January 19th at 5pm.    

At least once a year, Christians 
remember Jesus’ prayer for his 
disciples that “they may be one so that 
the world may believe” (John 17:21).   

In response, Christians come together 
to pray for their unity.  Congregations 
all over the world exchange preachers 
or arrange special ecumenical  
celebrations and prayer services.   

The service will include congregational singing, prayers, scripture 
readings, an ecumenical choir of over 70 voices, and a brass 
ensemble.   

The service is sponsored by Christians Uniting in Song and Prayer 
(CUSP), an ecumenical group of various churches including 
Protestants and Catholics throughout the Holland area which began 
to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.      
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January Missions/Bread Pan Offering 
This month we will be passing the bread pans on January 12 to collect an offering for our all-church 
summer outreach project, Serving Our Neighbors (S.O.N.), which will take place this summer.  First 
UMC will be Serving Our Neighbors (SON) July 23-25 through home repair projects, yard work,  
relationship building, and meals together. Children’s activities at the church, along with Vacation 

Bible School, will be July 22-25.  

The offering will go toward supplies for VBS, home  
repairs, and meals.  Please help us bless our community 
neighbors again this year by giving generously on Sunday, 
January 12 or anytime throughout the month. 

Sign-ups to participate in S.O.N. will be available in mid-
January on the church website, www.fumcholland.org, or 
by assistance from a SON Team member in the lobby on 

Sunday mornings.  For questions, please email the planning team at fumcson@gmail.com.  We are 
asking for a $10 registration fee per person to help with T-shirt expenses, with a maximum of $20 
per family. Our hope is for all of FUMC to find a way to be involved in SON 2020!   

First UMC Bus Riders Needed  
The bus ministry is a significant blessing to those who are unable to drive 
themselves to First UMC worship services.  There currently are four rotating 
drivers and Rick George helps organize the Bus Ministry.  

Do you know where the bus travels each Sunday morning?  The current route 
includes the following stops:  Appledorn on Hastings Ave, the Waverly Meadows 
Apartments near Waverly Road and 16th Street, America House on James and 
Freedom Village near Windmill Island.  

If you haven’t been 
able to get to church 
and live at any of the 
current stops, join your 
friends and neighbors 
by riding the bus.  If 
you live somewhere 
else along the route, 
the team would gladly 
consider adding a new 
stop.  Just contact the 
church and ask if you 
can be added to the list 
of people being picked 
up each Sunday.  Rick 

and the team look forward to literally “Bringing you to Christ”.             

those who are interested in learning more.  Contact LuAnne Stanley Hook at 616-649-2165 or sign 
up on the church website under Grow/Adults. 

January Freeze continued . . .  

mailto:fumcson@gmail.com
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The January Calendar Events are: 

2nd, Executive Board Meeting at 2pm, Lounge 

8th, Hope Circle Meeting, Noon, Lounge 

9th, Joy Circle Meeting, 1pm, Lounge 

20th, Faith Circle Meeting, 7pm, Lounge 

The Service Circle is Faith Circle and Hope Circle is handling Meals-
In-Time-of Need. 

A big thank you to our Bazaar Chairwomen, and the rest of the 
congregation who volunteered their time, talents, and money to 
make our Bazaar a huge success!  Treasurer Liz Travis reported the 
amount from our Bazaar this year totaled $19,475.92!!   

Another thanks goes out to all who worked on the Kerstmarket this 
year selling food, including those who made Pigs in the Blanket. 

We look forward to supporting many ministries with the earned 
funds!  In the February Focus we will list the organizations/missions 
to receive monies from our fundraising during the 2019 calendar 
year.  Also check our bulletin board for this list. 

Next year's Bazaar will be on Saturday, November 14th, and the 
theme will be "A Candy Cane Christmas".  When you get your 2020 
calendar, make sure this date is on it. 

The Christmas luncheon was a festive occasion with Beechwood 
Inn providing our delicious lunch, and Hope Circle making the 
desserts.  The Vocal 
Dimensions Choir from Holland 
High School provided a wonderful 
program.  Awards were given to 
Marsha Burnham, Dorothy 
Chamness, and Sarah Kenyon. 

United Methodist Women is a 
community of women who are 
turning faith, hope, and love into 
action on behalf of women, 
children, and youth around the world.  This organization provides 
an open opportunity for women of all ages to come together for 
friendship, fellowship, and mission work.   

There are three UMW circles in which to participate, and those 
meet either the second Wednesday or Thursday or 3rd Monday of 
each month.  We welcome new members to join us to learn more 
about UMW and how you can make a difference. 

If you’re looking for a sewing project or would like to know about 
Little Dresses for Africa, please join Joy Circle on January 9th at 
1pm in the Lounge.  For more information, contact Roma Van Harn 
at 616-403-7376. 

We rejoice with the 
following folks as they . . . 

Celebrate 50+ years of 
marriage: 

9th  Steve & Sandy 
Snyder, 

 108 Cypress Ave. 
Holland, MI 49423 

 
Celebrate 85+ years of 
life: 

1st  Miriam Cravens, 

 11821 James St, Apt. 
A-1, 

Holland, MI  49424 

27th Betty Knoll,  

 694 Whitman Ave,  

Holland, MI  49423 

28th Tim Maclean, 

 145 Columbia Ave, 
Ste. 20, Holland, MI  
49423 

Celebrations United Methodist Women  

2020 SON  
It’s a new year, and time 
to think about summer!  
Our all-church event, 
Serving Our Neighbors 
(SON), will be held in July 
for the 3rd year in a row, 
and we want YOU to be a 
part of it!   

This year, Vacation Bible 
School will begin a day 
early on Wednesday, July 
22, and the rest of SON 
will be held July 23-25, 
2020, ending with outdoor 
worship at 10:45am on 
July 26.  Sign-ups will be 
available beginning 
January 12, so mark your 
calendar! 



Sunday School classes are each Sunday at 9:40am and 
Children’s Time classes are at 11am.   

Check-ins are by entrance C.  Kids need to be checked in and 
picked up by an adult parent/guardian. Questions?  Contact 
Director Colleen Bajema by clicking on her name or call her cell 
616-834-8478.  

First through Fifth Grade 

At 9:40am Kids will be growing to know God.  

The first four commandments teach us the best ways to live as 
we put God first: don’t worship stuff, respect God’s name when 
we talk, and have a special day each week for God.  

The memory verse this 
month is “Jesus replied, 
‘You must love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and 
all your mind.’” 
Matthew 22:37 

At 10:40am the 
Worship Class theme is “The Big Quiz: Show What You Know.” 
Life App-Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be 
better at whatever you do. 

The memory verse this month is: The LORD gives wisdom. 
Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 
2:6 NIrV 

Babies through Kindergarten 

January’s theme is “Beach Party” and the following points will 
be reinforced each week.  

Memory Verse: “With God all things are possible.” Matthew 
19:26 NIV  

Bottom Line: Jesus can do anything.  

Here are the weekly stories:  

Jan. 5 Water to Wine-Jesus can do anything. • John 2:1-11 

Jan. 12 Catching the Fish-Jesus can do things we can’t. • Luke 
5:1-7 

Jan. 19 Feeding 5,000-Nothing is too 
hard for Jesus • Mark:6:31-44 

Jan. 26 Walking on Water-Jesus can 
do what is impossible. • Luke 17:11-
19 

Children’s Ministry 

We believe that church camp is 
a foundational way to help 
children and youth connect to 
God in a very real way.   

There are camps for kids, 
youth, and families.  Children 
and youth may receive ½ off 
(maximum $250) United 
Methodist or other camps 
approved by the Directors of 
Children’s and Youth Ministry 
directors.  To receive the 
discount or get a camp 
approved, call or email Colleen 
or Sonrisa.  Be sure to have the 
name, date and mailing 
address of the camp.  (Please 
remember that these 
scholarships are only for 
Christian/church camping 
programs.) 

Some camps fill up early so 
check out these websites Lake 
Louise UMC Camp and United 
Methodist Church Camps soon. 

Brochures will be handed out in 
Sunday 
School 
and 
Youth 
Group 
or pick 
them 
up in 
the 
church 
office.   

Note: as you’re choosing dates, 
be aware that VBS/SON will be 
July 21-26.   

If you have any questions? 
Contact Director Colleen 
Bajema by clicking on her 
name or call 616-536-1088. 

Summer Camp 
Opportunities 
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Intentional Faith Development 
Looking to nurture and grow your spiritual life in 2020?  Be on the 
lookout for winter opportunities in Core Groups, Seasonal Classes, 
and Affinity Experiences 
that open for registration 
starting Sunday, January 
12 through January 26.   

You will be able to sign up 
for these at our website, 
as well as paper 
registration at the worship 
services.  If you need help 
finding a good fit or have 
questions, please contact Rev. Tania by clicking on her name. 

Choir Fun 

Are you looking for a new 
venture in the new 
year?  If you like to sing, 
how about giving the 
Chancel Choir a try? 

We rehearse (and have 
fun) on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30pm in the choir 
room, which is across from 
the 
elevator in 
the 
basement.   

Needed: 
sopranos, 
altos, 
tenors, and basses.  We 
sing during the worship 
service about twice a 
month.   

Your director has heard 
that people who sing in 
choirs are more apt to 
retain their youth.  So, join 
us, and stay young at 
heart. 

Organ music in January 
will include works by Dutch 
and Scandinavian 
composers from a wide 
variety of time periods. 

Seniors on The Go  
This year's Seniors on The Go Valentine's Celebration will be on Friday, 
February 7th, beginning at 1:30pm.  Men and women are invited to 
enjoy light refreshments while fellowshipping together.   

The refreshments will be in the Fellowship Hall, and afterwards David 
Newton will provide a musical program in the Sanctuary.   

Reservations are encouraged.  Contact Nelda McCrocklin at 616-994-
6381 or email her at neldamcc@aol.com.  Reservations can also be 
made by signing up on the United Methodist Women's bulletin board. 

Leadership Seminar 2020 
This past November, it was very exciting to see the first class of 22 
individuals graduate from the Leadership Seminar.  Congratulations 
to each of the attendees! 

It is never too early to plan 
ahead.  So, in the fall of 
2020 there will be another 
opportunity to attend the 
Leadership Seminar.  The 
dates will be October 5 
through November 16.  It 
will be a total of seven 
Monday nights.   

Block the dates in your calendar now to be part of an interactive, 
educational and fun workshop to grow your influence at work, 
home, and church. 

mailto:tania@fumcholland.org
mailto:neldamcc@aol.com
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$10 for 10 continues . . . 

Mexico trip, in addition to the 
$10-for-10 donation.   

Donations can be made in 
weekly installments, either at 
church or through the mail, or 
a single installment, anytime 
during the ten-week 
campaign, and can be placed 
in regular giving envelopes or 
in the special $10-for-10 
containers on Sunday 
mornings.    

Please mark your contribution 
not only on the check, but also 
on the envelope, so that it will 
be counted toward $10-for-10 
or toward Mexico scholarships, 
accordingly.   

We will celebrate the end of 
the campaign on March 22nd 
with an all-church dinner after 
the second service.  We hope 
that you will plan to join us 
and thanks for your support. 

The Inclusion Team meets on 
Monday, January 13 at 7pm, 
to continue the effort of 
making our "Welcoming 
Statement" a vital reality in 
the life of our 
congregation 
and community.   

All are welcome. 
This month the 
group will firm 
up plans for the 
"Anniversary Celebration" of 
becoming a Reconciling 
Church.  Mark your calendar 
for the celebration on Sunday, 
February 16, 2020. If you 
have questions and/or 
comments? Contact Terry 
Allen at revtwa@yahoo.com. 

Inclusion Team 

Youth Group Schedule 
January 5th:  

• No Youth Group- Winter break.  

January 12th: 

• Informational meeting for 
students and parents interested 
in the High School/College 
international mission trip to 
Mexico at 12pm. 

• Youth Group is BACK for Sunday *Sundae!   from 5:30-

7:30pm; Middle school and High school  *(non-dairy options 
will be provided) 

January 19th:  

• Kick off $10 for 10 

• Youth Group for Middle and High School, 5:30-7:30pm  

January 26th: 

• Youth Group for Middle and High School, 5:30-7:30pm 

For more information, contact Sonrisa Cortes by clicking on her 
name or calling 616-202-1165. 

Come to Meet the Team 

The Radical Hospitality team would like to celebrate with you a 
wonderful 2019 for First!   

We welcomed 53 folks in membership, as well as became a 
Reconciling Congregation!  This is such an exciting time to be a 

part of this faith 
community and we 
give thanks to God 
for the powerful 
ways God is at work 
here!   

We look forward to 
what 2020 may bring 

and invite any new folks interested in learning a bit more about 
who we are to the next Meet the Team (casual conversation 
and snacks) on Sunday, January 12 at noon.   

If you have any questions or would like to RSVP, please let Rev. 
Tania know by clicking on her name. 

mailto:revtwa@yahoo.com
mailto:sonrisa@fumcholland.org
mailto:tania@fumcholland.org
mailto:tania@fumcholland.org
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As most of you are aware, Ted Dozeman (husband of Rev. 
Tania) is battling testicular cancer.  For the next several 
months he will be undergoing treatment. 

Please keep Ted, Rev. Tania and their families in your prayers 
during this time.  Please also remember that persons undergo-
ing cancer treatments tend to have weaken immune systems.  
If you are suffering with a cold or the flu, please do not       
approach Rev. Tania or their children.  We wouldn’t want to 
inadvertently pass an illness to Ted which might undermine his 
treatment process.  Contact Rev. Tania by email or phone.   
Also, please be understanding if Rev. Tania needs to exclude 
herself from large gatherings.  Again, we want to do every-
thing we can to support the Dozemans during this time. 

Thank you for your understanding.          

A Gentle Reminder 

Episcopal Visit 
On Sunday, February 16th 
Bishop David Alan Bard, who 
leads the Michigan Conference 
of our United Methodist 
Church 
will be 
preach-
ing in 
both 
worship 
services. 

This is 
also the 
Sunday 
we will 
be cele-
brating 
the anni-
versary 
of becoming a Reconciling 
Congregation. 

Our worship series in February 
is called “Welcoming Angels” 
and what it means to be a  
fully affirming and hospitable 
faith community.  Bishop 
Bard’s message will reflect this 
theme.  We hope to see all of 
you here for the bishop’s mes-
sage and for all the activities 
on this day of celebration.    

It’s a simple tradition and I smile each year at this time when I 
recall it. 

It’s also a pretty good metaphor of what the church is called to 
be.  New people are always showing up and they bring their 
own gifts to enrich the faith community.  Let’s remember we 
are called to receive all of them graciously and be ready to 
integrate the gifts into the tapestry of this community.   

And let’s remember the little piece my grandma brought to the 
tradition.  What are we going to give back to those who arrive 
in our community.  A silver dollar was a lot when we were 
kids—it was the best.  Let’s remember to give our best as well 
to everyone who arrives here at First UMC. 

The Last Word continues . . .  

By Water and the Spirit 
People from around the globe are preparing to gather in  
Detroit at Cass Community United Methodist Church,      
January 24-25, 2020. What do they have in common? They 
are all concerned about water rights and accessibility. The 
event that draws them together is a Water Justice Summit 
with the theme, “By Water and the Spirit. 

One of the three organizers, the Rev. Jon Reynolds, has spoken about the goals of the gathering. 
His main hope is that those who attend will “pause for a moment every time they turn on their 
shower or faucet to brush their teeth and recognize that what they are doing is not normal for  
nearly 1 billion others in the world.” Further, Reynolds prays they “take action steps to help people 
get access to water.” 

If you want to learn more or attend, please go to michiganumc.org/water-summit/ to register. 

https://michiganumc.org/water-summit/


 

Reverend Brad Bartelmay 

Phone:  616-528-0152 or  
269-266-2221  

 
January Worship Series: 

When It Isn’t Easy  
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The deadline for 

submissions to  

First Focus  

is no later than 

Friday,  

January 18th. 

  Please email articles 

to erin@ 

fumcholland.org  

The Last Word 
I’m a First-Stepper, are you? 

Let me explain.  My grandmother’s family on my mother’s side 
came mostly from Wales and they were proud of their Welsh 
heritage and traditions.  One of the Welsh New Year’s traditions 
is that of the first-stepper (called “first-foot” in Scotland and 
Northern England).  As the tradition goes, the first-stepper has 
to be the first person in the house after the stroke of midnight 
on December 31st.  And it couldn’t be just any one.  According 
to grandma the first-stepper had to be a black-haired, blue-
eyed male (i.e. a Welshman).  The first-stepper is graciously 
welcomed and crosses the threshold bringing a piece of silver to 
give to the residents of the house so as to bring good fortune in 
the new year. 

When we were younger my brothers and I took turns as first-
steppers.  We would give grandma a dime and she in exchange 
would give us a silver dollar as a thank you.  (You can 
understand why it was always a bit of a tussle to see who the 
first-stepper would be.) 

This article continues on page  7 


