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Extravagant Generosity 

This year our annual Church 
Conference will be held on 
October 13th at 7pm in 
the Sanctuary.  

During the meeting, Rev. 
Susan Hagens will bring a 
devotion, receive a status 
report about church officers, 
as well as, other reports, and 
updating the church 
membership rolls will be 
addressed.   

The Conference is open to all 
persons, but please remember 
that only full members will be 
eligible to vote.  We look 
forward to seeing you there.  All Church Fix-It & Clean Up Day 

Save the Date:  November 2 at 9am!  

Let’s support the Trustees as they host a fall cleanup and 
maintenance day on Saturday, November 2.   Any and all folks are 
invited to help with various outdoor fall cleanup tasks both here at 
the church and at rental 
properties, along with some 
light church maintenance 
items.   

The day will begin with a 
continental breakfast in 
Fellowship Hall. The rain 
date for this event will be Saturday, November 16.  More details 
and signup information will be forthcoming.  If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact any member of the Trustees or the 
office at 616-395-5205.  

Our Vision: To be a grace-filled community aflame with God’s love for the world.  

Be shaped by growing closer to God and allowing God to shape 
your heart for generous giving.  

Be shaped for generosity as a Christ-follower – to transform the 
world by making disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Be shaped for generosity by 
touching others’ lives as 
you give your time, talents, 
and treasure.  

Be shaped for generosity by 
experiencing the abundant 
joy of giving generously.   

The Fall Generosity Empha-
sis Meetings are scheduled 
for October and early  
November.  Thank you to 
those who have agreed to 
host a meeting in their 
home or at church!   

We are reaching out by 
email or phone call to invite you to attend one of these meetings. 

At the meeting, you will have the opportunity to be part of the con-
versation with Pastor Brad as he shares the leadership goals of our 
church, the vision, and the mission; and you can hear an update 
from the Finance Team on the finances of the church.    

If you are not contacted by October 8, please contact at Jan 
Sampson: Ljsamps52@gmail.com or phone 517-898-1825. 
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United Methodist Women 
The schedule for the month of October is as follows: 

• 10/2    Bazaar Cookie Workshop, 9am to 12pm  

• 10/3    Executive Board Meeting, 6:30pm, Lounge  

• 10/9    Hope Circle Meeting, Noon, Lounge  

• 10/10  Joy Circle Meeting, 1pm, Lounge  

• 10/14   Bazaar Meeting 1pm, Lounge  

• 10/16   Bazaar Cookie Workshop, 9am to 12pm  

• 10/18   3 - 5pm, Pig Scooping Workshop  

• 10/19   8am - 12pm , Pig Making Workshop  

• 10/21   7pm, Faith Circle, Lounge  

• 10/23   Bazaar Cookie Workshop, 9am to 12pm  

• 10/26 - 10/27  UMW Michigan Conference, Annual Celebration, Howell UMC  

• 10/30    Bazaar Cookie Workshop, 9am to 12pm  

• 10/31   Executive Board Meeting, 1pm, Lounge  

For Service this month is Faith Circle and those providing Meals in times of need is Hope Circle.  

October is the month for making delicious food to be sold at the 58th annual Holiday Bazaar.  Our 
Bazaar this year is titled, "All Aboard for Christmas", and it's on Friday, November 8th, 9:30am - 
4pm.  Opportunities to help are open to all men and women (not just UMW members).  All proceeds 
from the Holiday Bazaar go to organizations that help families, especially women and children.     

Workshops to make cookies for the Bazaar will be held in the kitchen on October 2nd, 16th, 23rd, & 
30th.  No experience needed.  Come whenever you can for as long as you can.  Lunch is provided.  

A donation of ingredients for the cookies is welcome (flour, all kinds of sugar, baking chips of all 
kinds, shortening and nuts).  Label all donations "cookie workshop" and place in the kitchen (for eggs 
or butter, please put them in the refrigerator).  If you have cookie tins in good condition to donate, 
please call Linda DenUyl at 616-298-2781.    

We are also encouraging those in our faith community to make cookies for our Bazaar.  Please leave 
your labeled cookies in the kitchen on November 7th.  Crafters are asked to be creating items for the 
Handicraft Room.  Homemade breads, snacks, and canned goods are needed for the Country Store.  

Donations can be made to the giant garage-sale room (referred to as the "Attic").  We like to offer 
lots of things in the Attic:  housewares, dishes, linens, sewing notions, yarn, knitting supplies, games, 
puzzles with all of the pieces, luggage, lamps, purses--just about anything but definitely no clothing.  
Please leave donations by the elevator from Sunday, November 3rd to November 6th.  For more in-
formation contact chairperson Abby Searls. The Bargain Boutique is the place to donate one-of-a-
kind items:  antiques, hard-cover books, collectibles, and jewelry.  Other special rooms are: Cookie 
Corner, Kids Korner, and Christmas Specials.  

The Bazaar Committee is looking for volunteers on November 8th.  Needed are: dishwashers from 
9am - 2pm for the luncheon and tea/coffee makers from 11am - 2pm.  If you are interested, call Cin-
dy Helder 616-848-7204.  

A Second Chance Sale will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 9th.  Chair persons 
for this year's Bazaar are Cindy Helder and Janet Hardenburg.  
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This month’s mission offering will take place on 
Sunday, October 13th for Mobility Worldwide West Michigan, formerly 
known as PET Michigan.  MWW provides hand-cranked Mobility 
Carts for people in developing countries who don’t have use of their 

legs, as well as meaningful work for 60 
retired persons in this area (including 
16 from FUMC).    

Thanks to the generosity of this 
church, along with other congregations 
and donors, MWW has been able to go 
from 10 carts per week to 15 per week.  
The need seems ever-increasing and 
the warehouse area shows it, as it is 
usually empty.   

Another recent development is a 
partnership with the Demotte Mobility 

shop allowing for shipping directly into Malawi.  These direct 
shipments bypass Malawi customs due to the sponsorship of the 
Malawi Medical Project.  The carts shipped to Malawi include 
donated toy cars, clothing, and used tennis balls as packing 
materials.   

As many learned during our recent Serving Fair, each cart costs 
$300 to build.   Please, help change a life by giving generously 
on October 13th.   For more information, go to this website: https://
mobilityworldwide.org/affiliates/michigan-west-michigan/   

We rejoice with the 
following folks as they  . . . 

Celebrate 50+ years of 
marriage: 

21st Carl & Ginny 
Flowerday, 

 1370 Linwood St. 
 Holland, MI  49424 
 
26th Rick & Linda Burn, 
 1312 St. Andrews 

Drive, Holland 
 MI  49423 
 
Celebrating 85+ years of 
life: 

2nd John Bell, 

 2887 Windswept 
Court, 

 Holland, MI 49424 

7th Phyllis Wallis, 

 630 Hastings Avenue 

 #211 

 Holland, MI  49423 

23rd Richard Van Haver 

 837 Claremont Court, 

 Holland, MI  49423 

Celebrations Bread Pan/Mission Offering 

Inclusion Team Updates  
Our church's Inclusion Team continues to make the Welcoming 
Statement we see in the bulletin each Sunday a living reality every 
day of the week!   

Plans are being made for members and friends to help us 
understand and appreciate each other through classes which 
educate and inspire.  There are additional efforts being made to 

make our building accessible to all.  Beth 
Durkee is helping to lead this group.  

If there is another portion of the Welcoming 
Statement that you feel called on to work with 
or you would like to know more about, join the 
next meeting of your Inclusion Team listed in 
the bulletin, email blasts, or on the church 
calendar.   

Feel free to contact Terry Allen (revtwa@yahoo.com) and/or Pastor 
Tania Dozeman with your thoughts, questions, and suggestions as 
we work together this fall.  

https://mobilityworldwide.org/affiliates/michigan-west-michigan/
https://mobilityworldwide.org/affiliates/michigan-west-michigan/
https://mobilityworldwide.org/affiliates/michigan-west-michigan/
mailto:revtwa@yahoo.com


Sunday School classes are each Sunday at 9:40am and 
Children’s Time classes are at 11am.  Check-ins are by entrance 
C.  Kids need to be checked in and picked up by an adult 
parent/guardian. Questions?  Contact Director Colleen Bajema 
by clicking on her name or call her cell 616-834-8478.  

First through Fifth Grade 

At 9:40am Kids will be learning about Fruit of the Spirit during 
DIG IN Sunday School. Rev. Brad will be one of the small group 
leaders this semester 
as kids learn to live 
with God’s love, joy 
and peace. The 
memory verse for this 
month is: “But the 
Holy Spirit produces 
this kind of fruit in 
our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against these things!” Galatians 5:22-23 NLT 

At 10:40 the Worship Class theme is “Talent Show: Brave the 
Stage.”  

Life App-Courage—Being Brave enough to do what you should 
do, even when you’re afraid. 

The memory verse for this month is: “Be strong and brave. Do 
not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will 
be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1:9b NIrV 

Infants through Kindergarten 

October’s theme is “Super Kids” and the following points will be 
reinforced each week.  

Memory Verse: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid…
for the Lord your God goes with you.” Deuteronomy 31:6 NIV  

Bottom Line: God can help me be brave. 

Here are the weekly stories:  

Oct. 6 Daniel and the Lions • Daniel 6:1-23 

Oct. 13 Gideon at Battle • Judges 7:9-22 

Oct. 20 Miriam• Exodus 1:22-2:10 

Oct. 27 Hezekiah • 2 Chronicles 32:1-23 

Children’s Ministry 

FUN Preschool invites you to 
their annual Pasta and 
Auction 
Event on 
Tuesday, 
October 15, 
5:30 - 
7:30pm in 
the 
Fellowship 
Hall.   

Dinner tickets are $7 for 
First UMC attendees, children 
for $4, and age 2 or under are 
free.   

Please come and enjoy some 
delicious food, sweet 
treats, and great auction 
items!  Remember to mention 
that you attend First UMC for 
your discount!   

Questions?  Contact Vickie 
Whipple at 616-240-6312.  

FUN Dinner 
and Auction 
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On Sunday, December 8 the 
elementary kids and Rev.  
Brad will be presenting, ”The 
Not-So-Silent Night” Christmas 
Pageant.  

Our younger kids will be 
joining the fun by singing a 
song.   

Practices will take place as 
part of Sunday kids’ classes in 
October and November.  
Questions?  Contact Director 
Colleen Bajema by clicking on 
her name or call 616-536-
1088. 

Mark Your  
Calendar 

mailto:cabajema@gmail.com
mailto:colleen@fumcholland.org
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Pigs Workshop 
Join in the special weekend workshops! 

On Friday, Oct. 18, from 2:30-4:30pm:  

• One group of 8 will be scooping 
pigs into balls for overnight storage in 
the refrigerators for Saturday.   

• Another group of 3 will be setting 
up the kitchen for the event. The cart 
dishes, pots, and pans will be moved 
to Fellowship Hall to keep them 
clean. Tarps will be laid in front of the 
kitchen door to keep the carpets 
clean.  One person to wash dishes 
would also be helpful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, Oct. 19, 8:30am-12:00pm: 

• The more the merrier! Those that are 
busy during the week…..now is your 
chance to experience making our 
famous pigs-in-the blanket!  All 
assignments are very easy.  A person 
to wash dishes would also be helpful 
at this workshop.  

Join us for an hour or the whole 
morning…..or help clean up at 
11:30am!  All ages are welcome!   

Most of these pigs will be sold at our 
annual church Bazaar and the food booth 
at the Kerstmarkt.   

Sign up on the UMW bulletin board in the 
North Hall near Fellowship Hall, in the 
kitchen, or call 616-335-9522 and leave a 
message.  

You can also call that number if you 
would like to order pigs for pickup on the 
19th.  

New Partners in Ministry   

Estate Planning Seminar 
The Endowment Team is sponsoring an Estate 
Planning Seminar on Tuesday, October 15th at 7pm 
in room M102 
(the Lounge). 

The seminar will 
focus on estate 
planning basics, 
medical 
directives, 
trusts, and 
much more. 

Organized by 
Scott Freeman of Co-America Asset Management, it 
will be led by professional trust advisors.  This event 
is open to everyone.   

Faith Development 
We celebrate the launch of 22 opportunities for 
adults to engage their faith this fall! Thank you to all 
of those that serve as facilitators making possible a 
variety of rich offerings to us all!  

We also celebrate the Leadership Seminar launch this 
fall, the leaders, and the 21 enrolled people who are 
part of this new experience at First.  

We ask for your prayers as they embark on this life-
changing adventure!    

Want to get more involved at First UMC?  If you have 
been a part of our faith community and would like to 
further your commitment by becoming a partner in 

ministry (member) with 
us, we will be offering 
our next Partner in    
Ministry classes on 
Wednesdays December 4 
and December 11 from 
6:30-8pm.  
 

Those who choose to become members will be wel-
comed during the December 15th worship services.  
If you are interested, please contact Rev. 
Tania Dozeman at tania@fumcholland.org or 616-
681-3524.  

mailto:tania@fumcholland.org


Have you remembered the First United Methodist Church of Holland in your will? 
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Youth Schedule 

Sunday, October 6:  Both groups will be meeting 
for youth group.   

Sunday, October 13th: Both groups will travel to Crane’s 
Orchard after the second service (12:15pm). Please bring 
a sack lunch to eat after church and $10 for the corn 
maze, cider, and doughnuts afterward. Feel free to bring 
additional money for picking apples.  We will return to the 
church by 3:30pm.   

Saturday-Sunday, October 19-20: Middle School Retreat 
at Wesley Woods Camp in Dowling, MI.  Middle school 
students arrive at FUMC at 8:30am, packed and ready to go.  
We will return after the second service on Sunday. Cost is $70 
plus extra activity cost, weather permitting. Please let Sonrisa 
know ASAP if you plan to attend. Last day to sign up will be 
Friday, October 13th. Sign-ups are available through Facebook 
and in the youth room.   

Sunday, October 20: Youth Group for High School Students 
only. Plan to meet at FUMC at 4:45pm! High school students 
will participate in a community Sunday evening service at 
Benjamins Hope from 6-7pm. This service is accessible to all 
persons and is one of the most beautiful ways I have witnessed 
hospitality and inclusion.  

Benjamin's Hope is a neighborhood for adults with varying 
abilities where they can live and cultivate community with one 
another. For more information about Benjamins 
Hope, Please use the link https://www.benjaminshope.net/
worship.  

Sunday, October 27: Both groups, 
5:30-7:30pm. Wear a costume tonight 
(optional) for some Halloween-themed 
fun!  

Book Club 

Choir News 

Jennifer Ryan's debut 
novel, The Chilbury Ladies' 
Choir is told in letters and 
journal entries.  It illuminates 
the struggles, triumphs, and 
true strength of the 
women in an English 
town in 1940.  The 
ladies' choir bands 
together for support 
and survival during 
the horrors of WWII.   

Read the book and 
join us for an 
interesting discussion in room 
M102 /Lounge, Monday, 
October 14 at 6:30pm.  For 
questions, call Abby Searls at 
616-772-4306.  

The choir continues to 
welcome new members each 
week.  Join the group on 
Wednesday nights at 6:30pm 
downstairs in the Choir room.   

The organ 
music 
during the 
month of 
October will 
be representative of French 
organ composers such as 
Charpentier, Guilmant, Gigout, 
Dubois, Couperin, 
Wider, Vierne, Alain, and 
Messiaen.  Many held positions 
in the most important 
cathedrals of Paris.  

Come to the first service and 
enjoy the classic literature of 
the French organ school.  For 
questions, contact Julia 
Colingsworth at 616-796-0553 
or by clicking on her name.  

https://www.benjaminshope.net/worship
https://www.benjaminshope.net/worship
mailto:julia@fumcholland.org
mailto:julia@fumcholland.org
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The Last Word continues. . . . 

Beginning Sunday, October 13, slices of homemade 
banana bread will be available in the sanctuary lobby 
between services.  This treat is made by our Refresh 
Ministry baking volunteers and will be offered to 
support this ongoing ministry through donations. 

Leftover 
bananas 
donated to the 
Community 
Kitchen are 
turned into 
nutritious 
banana bread, 
slices of which 
are given to 
patrons at the 
Kitchen and at Refresh. This is a portable source of 
nutrition for those who often go without three square 
meals per day.  

By leaving a donation when you enjoy a slice of this 
delicious bread, you will be helping to ensure that 
others who cannot afford to pay may still eat. Thanks 
for your support! 

Re “fresh” Banana  

Bread on Sundays   

Our Methodist forbearers were on the forefront of building hospitals and orphanages; we led in the 
fight to abolish slavery, and in the fight for temperance.  United Methodists have always had a heart 
for social justice. 

United Methodists have enjoyed worship as well, even as the face of what worship looks like 
continues to change.  New music in a variety of styles, the addition of technology, and ways of 
making worship a more interactive experience are all leading this change, but we “UMs” seem willing 
to try new things while finding ways to hold on to the best of the past.  

The area where we need to grow—our historic United  Methodist weakness is in the realm of 
spiritual formation/discipleship.  We like to do things to celebrate (worship) God and we like to do 
things to serve God, but the third area . . . well, not so much. 

This is why I’m so excited about the development of our Core Groups.  I’m happy to report 40 new 
persons are joining this ministry where they will grow in God through relationships with their 
neighbors in faith.  Three final points: thanks be to God! Kudos to this faith community for stretching 
itself to try something new. Third, a new round of Core Groups launches in the winter.  Please pray 
about making this a part of your faith life. 

The program staff have now set weekly 
office hours when we will be available in 
the building: 

• Brad Bartelmay, Lead Pastor: Tues-
days, 9am-noon & Fridays, 9am-noon    

• Tania Dozeman, Pastor of Engage-
ment: Mondays 9-noon & Thursdays 
1-4pm 

• LuAnne Stanley-Hook, Community 
Involvement Director: Tuesdays 9am-
noon & Thursdays 1:30-4:30pm  

• Kent Jagnow, Treasurer: Mondays 
9am-11am & Wednesdays 9am—
11am. 

• Colleen Bajema, Children’s Ministry 
Director: Wednesdays noon-2pm & 
Thursdays 10am-noon 

• David Newton, Worship Arts Director: 
Mondays 8-11am, Tuesdays 8-11am 
& Wednesdays 9:30-10:30am; noon-
1pm 

• Sonrisa Cortes, Youth Ministry Direc-
tor: Wednesdays noon-2pm & Fridays 
1-3pm  

• Julia Colingsworth, Choir Director/
Organist: Tuesdays 10am-noon & 
Wednesdays noon-2pm. 

Staff Office Hours 



Reverend Brad Bartelmay 

Phone:  616-396-5205, press 
2, then 1 or 269-266-2221  

 
October Worship Series: 

The Rhythm Is Gonna’ Get 
Ya! - Spiritual Practices  
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The deadline for 

submissions to  

First Focus  

is Friday,  

October 18th. 

  Please email articles 

to erin@ 

fumcholland.org  

The Last Word 
Spiritual practices, spiritual formation, discipleship—there are a 
whole lot of terms all of which are pointing in the same general 
direction—taking our faith lives from one level to the next.  
Here at First Church we have been rolling out our new ministry 
model.  Here is a visual representation of it on the right: 

We’re asking people to 
commit to a faith life in 
three parts: 1) servant 
ministry out in the world 
and/or in the life of the 
church, (2) worship and 
learning, and (3) being a 
part of a small group (or 
to use our language: 
core group).   

In my experience, United 
Methodists are really good at committing to servant ministry.  
We’re the people who love doing good works.  It’s our heritage.  

Upcoming communion date:  

October 20, 2019 

This article continues on page 7 


