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Our Vision: To be a grace-filled community aflame with God’s love for the world.  

Upcoming 
Adult Ed 
Opportunities 

We are pleased to welcome our new Youth Director:  

My name is Sonrisa Cortes. I 
am beyond excited to start a 
new adventure here at First 
UMC!  

I am enrolled at Western 
Theological Seminary as a 
dual-track student.  This 
means I enjoy being very busy 
because by the end of five 
years I will have an MDiv from 
WTS, along with a certificate 
in Disability Ministry and an 
MSW from another school.  

I was born and raised in upstate NY in a small fishing town called 
Pulaski.  I am a firm believer in camping ministry, mentorships, 
community, and the power of young people. I understand how 
lucky I was to have a few special people in my life invest in me, 
and I see it fitting to share the God in us with everyone.  

I have been married to my handsome husband, Tom four years this 
September. We also are obsessed with our little dog, Harper Lee.  
When I’m not working or at school, I enjoy spending my time 
taking Harper for mini-hikes, cooking vegan delicacies, holding my 
husband's hand, playing card games, enjoying bonfires and 
squeezing in a few naps.  

Introducing New Youth Director 

This article is continued on page 5 

We are busy gearing up for 
our fall adult education 
opportunities here at First!  

If you are interested in 
facilitating a class or to 
continue leading a group from 
last year, Rev. Tania would 
like to 
buy you 
lunch and 
help you 
prepare 
to have a 
great experience!  

There are two sessions being 
offered, August 18 and August 
25 from 12-1:30pm. If you are 
interested, please contact 
Tania by clicking on her name. 

As you may already know, in early 2019 the Leadership Team 
established a goal to develop the leadership at First UMC.  To do 
that, a small team of staff and lay members was formed to 
brainstorm, pray, study, discern, and discover how that could take 

place.  

A church goal the Leadership 
Development Team has been 
working on this year is to 
create a leadership 
development process to help 
grow and sustain ministries 
here at First.  One of the 
exciting offshoots of this is 

the launching of a wonderful opportunity this fall, a powerful 
Leadership Seminar!    

Did you know leaders do not maintain but rather move things 
forward during times of rapid change? People around the world, in 

Powerful Leadership Seminar 
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Fall is rapidly approaching and I’m 
excited about our handbell choirs 
getting back together to joyfully 
ring at worship.  We’d love to have 
you come and explore handbell 
ringing.  No experience is 
needed.  Also, you don’t need to 
know how to read music.  We’ll 
teach you.  The ability to count is 
all you need to be able to do.  

We offer two choirs.  The 
Tintinnabulation Ringers practice 
on Tuesdays, beginning August 27 
from 2-3pm.   The Celebration 
Ringers practice on Tuesday 
evenings, beginning August 27 
from 6:30-8pm.  The Ringers 
practice on the third floor of the 
Education Wing and the elevator is 
available.  

Would you like to have more 
information or is there an interest 
in checking us out?  Email me by 
clicking on my name David 
Newton or phone 616-541-9210.  

Handbell Choirs 
The Alliance for Cultural and Ethnic Harmony (ACEH) is 
hosting its annual Potluck in the Park on Sunday, August 
11, from 1pm to 4:30pm at the Dunton Park Pavilion, 290 
Howard Ave, Holland Township.  There will be family 

activities, fun, fellowship, 
and great food--and a 
special speaker on 
affordable housing!   

Please bring a dish to 
share from your family's 
heritage, and a lawn 
chair for extra 
seating.  ACEH provides 
table service, beverages, 

and hot dogs.  Everyone is welcome; invite family, 
neighbors, co-workers, new people in town.  ACEH is 
associated with our Peace With Justice group. 
Questions?  Contact Al Minert at 616-396-3751 or Ann 
Weller 616-396-2201. 

ACEH Park Potluck 

Inclusion Team Updates 
The Inclusion Team, which is trying to make our Welcoming 
Statement a living reality in our midst, continues to meet 
and make a difference. 

The informative and well-attended class, The Journey to 
Inclusion, will meet twice more at 9:40am on August 7th 
and 21st.  Under the leadership of Lexi Scott, the class has 
been a positive, well-appreciated learning 
experience.  Guests have shared their stories and answered 
questions.  There has been conversation and sharing about 
God's children who are also LBGTQIA+.  The Team hopes 
to continue learning together and widen the circle as we 
hold additional sessions in 2019 and 2020.  Any interested 
persons are encouraged to attend and participate.  

In addition to the learning 
opportunities, we are checking into the 
possibility of new signage and sharing 
with the larger community that we are 
a Reconciling Congregation.  A further 
consideration is how our facility may 
become more welcoming and 
functional for everyone as our doors 
open to other community care and support efforts. 

Feel free to contact Rev. Tania Dozeman and/or Terry Allen 
if you have questions or comments by clicking on their 
name.  Our next meeting date will be in early September.   

Mission Offering 
Many United Methodist college and 
seminary students struggle to pay 
for their education.  UM Student 
Day is a worldwide offering among 
UM Churches that assists college 
and seminary students with 
scholarships and low-interest loans. 

When you give, you support these 
students as they prepare for a life 
that unites faith with knowledge. 
What no one congregation can do 
alone, the United Methodist Church 
is doing together.  

Please, give generously to the 
bread pan offering in August for 
U.M. Student Scholarships. The 
bread pans will be passed on 
August 11 but designated gifts for 
UM Student Day can be made 
throughout August.  
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The Service Circle for August is Faith Circle; Meals in Time of Need 
will be Hope Circle.  There are no circle meetings or board meeting 
this month. 

We are looking forward to September 5th for 
the first UMW Board meeting of the 
2019/2020 year.  Hope Circle will meet on 
September 11th at noon, Joy Circle will meet 
a 1pm on the 12th, and Faith Circle will meet 
at 7pm on the 16th.  All women of the 
church are welcome, and we look forward to 
welcoming new circle members. 

Also in September: Bazaar meeting at 6:30pm on September 16th, 
Mid-Michigan District Meeting in Hastings on September 18th, and 
UMW General Meeting at 6:30pm on September 19th. 

Bazaar cookie workshop dates are September 26th, October 2, 16, 
23, and 30th from 9:00am - 12:00pm.  Donations of ingredients 
(white and powdered sugar and/or flour) may be left in the church 
kitchen.  Be sure and label your donations with "cookie 
workshops".  Everyone is welcome to join in the fun!  If you would 
like to help or have questions, call Nancy Haggerty (616-212-5311). 

It's 4 months away and that seems like a long time, but the United 
Methodist Women are working on the 58th Annual Holiday Bazaar--
-"All Aboard for Christmas", which will be Friday, November 8th 
from 9:30am - 4:00pm.  As you are cleaning out storage areas, 
keep in mind donating items to the Attic Specials and Bargain 
Boutique rooms.  More information is coming next month. 

Celebrating 50+ years of 
marriage:   

5th Tom & Lucy Larsen, 
1294 Prestwick Dr, 
Holland, 49423 

14th Bill & Sheri McKinstry, 
4744 Brentwood Ct, 
Holland, 49423 

16th David & Barbara 
Herman, 358 
Turnberry Way, 
Holland, 49423 

16th Al & Peg Minert,  
 854 Claremont Ct, 

Holland, 49423 

26th Jim & Dorothy 
Chamness Sr,  

 609 Graafschap Rd, 
Holland 49423 

30th Jim & Honey Hopkins, 
227 W. 20th St, 
Holland, 49423 

30th Jeff & Mary Porter, 
 3362 Starboard Dr, 

Holland, 49424 

Celebrating 85+ years: 

8th Maribelle Anderson, 
Freedom Village, 145 
Columbia Ave, #251, 

 Holland, 49423  

12th Donna Obermeyer, 
Appledorn Assisted 
Living, 411 Ida Red 
Pkwy, Apt. C-2, 
Holland, 49423 

20th Barb Miner, 1177  
 Oak Hampton Rd, 

Holland, 49424 

Anniversaries 
& Birthdays 

United Methodist Women 

Columbarium Meeting 
Did you know a columbarium houses cremated remains and is 
growing in popularity as cremation becomes much more common? 

Please join the Columbarium Task Force for an Informational 
Meeting to review their findings and consider a proposal for our 
church on August 11th at 9:45am in room B105.  We welcome the 
opportunity to dialogue with you and receive your input!  If you 
have any questions, call Sarah Kenyon at 616-399-9041. 

Community Kitchen Help 
Do you have a heart for serving hungry people? Consider joining 
the church's monthly volunteers at the Community Kitchen (13th 
and College) who help from 10:30am to 1pm, once per month 
(second Thursday of the month).  We need 3 more people who can 
work the kitchen, greet, or serve in the line.  If you'd like to work 
as a substitute, that would be helpful too.  If you have questions or 
are interested, contact Mary Inman by clicking on her name.  

mailto:inman@hope.edu


Sunday School classes are each Sunday at 9:40am and 
Children’s Time classes are at 11am.  Check-ins are by Entrance 
C.  Kids will need to be checked in and picked up by an adult 
parent/guardian. Children can remain with us if they are also 
attending Children’s Worship.  Questions?  Contact Director 
Colleen Bajema by clicking on her name or call her cell at 616-
834-8478.  

First through Fifth Grade 

Here is this month’s theme: “Mission Control: follow the flight 
plan.”  

Life Application: 
Obedience—Trusting 
who’s in charge by 
doing what you’re asked 
to do. 

The memory verse this 
month is: “The way we 

show our love is to obey God’s commands. He commands you 
to lead a life of love. That’s what you have heard from the 
beginning.” 2 John 1:6, NIrV 

Here are the weekly themes: 

August 4 What is the Bible? • Psalm 119:105. 

August 11 The Fall • Genesis 3:1-24. 

August 18 Noah • Genesis 6-8. 

August 25 Abraham to Isaac • Genesis 12-21. 

Infants through Kindergarten 

July’s theme is “Treasure Hunt” and the following points will be 
reinforced each week.  

Memory Verse: “Your teachings are worth more to me than 
thousands of pieces of gold and silver.” 
Psalm 119:72, NCV Bottom Line: The 
Bible is better than gold.  

Here are the weekly stories:  

August 4 The Bible teaches me God loves 
me all the time. • Jeremiah 31:3 

August 11 The Bible tells me God loves 
us so much. • John 3:16 

August 18 The Bible tells us how to live. • Matthew 7:24-27 

August 25 The Bible teaches me I can share my stuff. • Acts 
2:45, Luke 12:16-21 

Children’s Ministry 

Open House 

A big thank you for all those 
who served with Roar VBS. 
Whether you helped with set 
up, registration, teaching, field 
trips, shepherding kids, food, 
or in any other way, you 
became the hands and feet of 
Jesus.   

Roar VBS 
was a 
successful 
three-day 
event!  The 
kids from our church and 
community discovered that 
God is good even when life 
gets wild! They learned that 
church is a place to have fun, 
to grow in friendship, and to 
see the evidence of God in 
and around us. 

Thanks to VBS 

Workers 
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Families with kids ages baby 
through 5th grade, are invited 
to come to a Children’s Minis-
try Open House September 8 
from 10:00-10:30am in E102. 

Come to get your kids regis-
tered for Planning Center 
Check-in; to learn about Or-
ange Apps and what all kids 
will be learning during the 
worship hour; and to preview 
what elementary kids will be 
learning during Dig In Sunday 
School.  

Then leave your kids with us 
or take them with you to eat 
some great food at our “80s 
Throwback” 10:45 worship 
service. On September 15th 
9:40am, Sunday School      
begins.   

mailto:cabajema@gmail.com
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Leadership Seminar 
continues . . . 
every segment of their life, are yelling out 
loud… “We need leaders to step forward!”  

To help answer that cry, FUMC is launching 
an incredibly exciting and thought-
provoking seminar on leadership. This 
seminar, Leadership For A Changing 
World, will meet one night a week, for 
seven weeks. The seminar will interweave 
spiritual practices with all the skills of 
leadership that then can be translated into 
your family, community, business, and 
church life which will “move things 
forward.” This class will be co-led by Rev. 
Tania Dozeman and Kim Fellwock. 

Kim has a deep passion for leadership and 
has delivered more than 1,800 speeches/
seminars throughout the USA, Canada & 
Mexico. The majority of those speeches/
seminars were on leadership or a segment 
of leadership.   

This seminar will be a worthy investment 
in YOU.  You will want to make sure you 
are in worship on Sunday, August 18 to 
find out more! 

Radical Hospitality 

Investing in Kids Hope 
The Kids Hope program will be starting up 
soon for the coming school year.  This is a 

chance to make a 
big difference in a 
child's life!  We 
mentor kids in 
need at Holland 
Heights School for 
one hour a week.  
The kids look 
forward to their 

mentoring hour and the school loves the 
attention we give these kids.  Please 
consider this great opportunity to grow a 
relationship with a child.  If you are 
interested in more information about Kids 
Hope, contact Kathy Lindstrom at 616-795
-8697 or email by clicking her name.  

Do you have positive energy, a gift of gab, and like 
making people feel welcome? The Radical Hospitality 
Team is looking for people to join our team and help 
serve on Sunday mornings. The goal of Radical 
Hospitality is to genuinely 
engage guests, listen to them, 
and connect them to others in 
the church body.  

There will be two informational 
meetings in September: 

Wednesday, September 11 at 
7:00pm or Sunday, September 
15 at 9:40am. Please plan to 
attend one of the meetings if you are interested in 
learning more about us. 

For questions, you may contact Kendra Gerlach or 
Teyra Gillan by clicking on their names.  

Kid’s Hope Supplies 
Back to School time is fast approaching!!  To support 
our Kid’s Hope school, we will be collecting school 
supplies for Holland Heights.  There will be a board 

with suggested supplies near the 
9th street entrance beginning the 
first week of August. 

Backpacks are the most requested 
item. Also needed are: pencils, 
markers, crayons, colored pencils, 
and erasers.  Please no spiral 

notebooks this year. Donations can be placed in 
collection boxes near each entrance beginning 
August 3 until August 25.    

relationship with another. The closeness built in such 
a relationship is life-giving. 

If the church is going to have an impact and be life-
giving in the 21st century, then it will need a 
renewed emphasis on relationships and the power 
inherent in them.  Whether it’s with God, with other 
members of our faith community, or with those 
beyond our community, we need relationships—not 
acquaintances, but real relationships.  This month’s 
worship topic is relationships—how to build and 
sustain them through God’s grace.   

The Last Word continues . . . 

mailto:kathy@fumcholland.org
mailto:kgerlach1973@gmail.com
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Reverend Brad Bartelmay 

Phone:  616-396-5205 or  
269-266-2221  

 
August Worship Series: 

God is Out There:  
Relationships  
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First Focus is 

Monday, August 

19th.  Please email 

articles to erin@ 
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In Ray Bradbury’s science fiction classic, Fahrenheit 451, the 
protagonist, Montag, is transformed from a complacent member 
of society to an individual willing to challenge the accepted 
norms.  If you haven’t read the book, I won’t give anything 
away, but trust me the norms needed challenging. 

The real point I want to make is about the change Montag 
undergoes.  It’s dramatic, and for the better.  And how did the 
change occur? 

A deep, abiding relationship with another person. 

He meets a woman named Clarisse McClellan who befriends 
him. Through their relationship he begins to grow and see the 
world, in part, through her eyes. 

There is a scene in the book when the two are about to part 
and Montag poses a question:  “‘Why is it . . . I feel I've known 
you so many years?’ ‘Because I like you,’ she said, ‘and I don't 
want anything from you. And because we know each other’” 

That’s the power inherent in authentic relationship—something 
built not with an agenda, but simply with a desire to be in 

The Last Word 

This article continues on page 5 

Upcoming communion date:   
August 4th 

Office Hours: Mon—Friday 

8:45am—2pm 


