SUMMER ISSUE • JUNE-AUGUST 2019

RISE UP QUARTERLY
Lord, Let my Heart be Good Soil

Throughout my life, I have always been captivated by song. Whether that
meant signing along with every word of my favorite Disney movie, repeating
commercial jingles, or making up silly songs with my mom at bedtime, I always
seemed to be humming something. It probably isn't surprising to you then, that
long before I knew much of what was happening in worship or why it was
happening, I was able to sing along with the liturgy. I would even hold my hands
like the pastor and sing their parts rather than just the response of the
congregation. And it was those little sung refrains, those prayers carried
gently and earnestly to God through the flutter of piano and voice, that always
seemed to take root in my soil. Though my faith has grown, changed,
stretched, ached, broken, and mended throughout the years, there is still
something about those sung words that swiftly guide me to an encounter with
God.
One such song/prayer for me is from one of our many Lutheran hymnals, 'Lord,
Let My Heart Be Good Soil'. (here is the link in case you want to hear it too:
http://bit.ly/HeartBeGoodSoil) As you can see below, it's a very short song.
There aren't multiple verses or power chords. It isn't especially wordy or even
extremely theologically profound. Yet there is something about this little song
that has planted itself in my heart, nestling itself among all the pain and joy
that brings my heart to reach to God in song.
(continues on the next page...)

Lord, let my heart be good soil,
open to the seed of your word.
Lord, let my heart be good soil,
where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord let my heart... Lord let my heart...
Lord let my heart be good soil.
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There are powerful truths that we proclaim when we sing this song. Truths
about our longing to be a part of love and peace blossoming in the world.
Honest words about our tendency to be barriers to that growth by our own
hearts that can so easily grow callous and wander away from the heart of
God. I don't know about all of you, but for me there is a very real tension
between my deep longing to be a part of the good God is doing in the world
and my tendency to snap judgements or living life within my own strength.
The push and pull, back and forth, never-ending struggle can be so
exhausting, so discouraging. It is often a struggle that drives me to deep
sadness or, in my more thoughtful moments, to deep prayer.
And yet, there are so many day where I still struggle to find the words to pray.
My heart is so heavy for our world in need. I am so aware of my own
shortcomings. Where do I start? Does it even matter? What does it
change anyway?
That is when another word of truth of this little song rings in my head. God is
the source of all this growth. We do not, indeed cannot, in our own strength
try to conquer this battle within our heart. We cannot make it different with
shear force of will or enough diligent changes to our behavior. Instead, we
continue to turn back to our Source. We turn again and again to the God that
makes all things grow, even our cold and wayward hearts. Because in the
richness of that Divine soil, carefully watered with the Word, we can't help
but be transformed. We can't help but grow into a beautiful kin_dom garden
rooted in peace and stretching out into the world with Love!

Contact us

REV. LINDSEY BEUKELMAN
Pastor
pastorlindsey@allpeoplesgathering.org
(610)491-0182

TOMMY KIRK

Neighborhood Minister
tommy@allpeoplesgathering.org

ANNA LAMER

Office Manager
office@allpeoplesgathering.org

XAVIER THOMAS

Youth Minister
xavier@allpeoplesgathering.org

SUSAN HOLTY
O Persistent Gardener,
We know that we cannot do this without you. We sheild ourselves from the
pain of the world by encasing our hearts in stone. We try to find our own way
through the struggle only to find our branches beginning to wither and die.
We know you only want life abundantly for us. Help us to root ourselves in
your, trusting the power of your Holy Spirit to transform us and the whole
world!
AMEN.

TOGETHER IN CHRIST,

Pr. Lindsey Beukelman
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Garden Educator
susan@allpeoplesgathering.org

LINDA MUTH

Minister of Partnerships
linda@allpeoplesgathering.org

TED ELLIS
Sexton
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WORSHIP NEWS
Worship & Music Team

There is a new leadership group forming here at All Peoples!
The Worship and Music Team will be meeting 4 or 5 times each year to
dream, shape, plan, and execute amazing worship experiences. We will
be choosing music, thinking through themes, developing series,
planning visual design and experiental activities that will enhance the
way the Gospel is proclaimed in this place. If you have any ideas or fun
dreams, contact Pr. Lindsey!

Choir Rehersal

DATE: WEDNESDAYS
TIME: 7:15PM - 8PM

Summer is kicking off and with it choir is getting busy!
The APC choir and band will be rehearsing each week and would love to
have you as a part of the music team. If you are interested in share your
love of music, contact Betty Washington.

Kids First Worship

This summer we are amping up our worship game by intentionally
working to create a worship space that is accessible and inviting for
children and youth. This will include adapting physical space, bolstering
fidget/kinesthetic learning opportunities during worship, and renewing
our focus on liturgy as the work of the people by growing worship
leadership participation for all ages. Together we will continue to live
into our congregational values by activly finding ways for kids to learn,
teach, engage, and lead.
Check out a little more information about some specific plans
below!

PRAY-GROUND

Hopefully you have noticed the removal of a few pews in one of the
front sections of our sanctuary. This has been replaced with soft space
that has a variety of different activities designed to engage young
people deeper into worship through prayer, building & creating around
the scripture, and mini worship elements (communion set & baptismal
font) so they can learn through the power of mirroring play.

WORSHIP BOARDS

We have several clipboards that will be set up with a variety of worship
worksheets and coloring/doodling pages that will help older youth (and
adults) to process and and prayerfully participate with worship. There
will also be a finger labrynith on the back of each board for a quite
prayer option during service.
RISE UP QUARTERLY
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
All Peoples
Neighborhood
Block Party

DATE:
MONDAY, JUNE 10
TIME:
4:00 - 8:00 PM
It's time for the annual All
Peoples Block Party and this
year is shaping up to be the
best ever!
The whole neighborhood is
invited to join us for worship,
delicious food, tons of games
and activities for all ages,
bounce houses, face painting,
and even a chance to drench
Pr. Lindsey for a good cause.
We are also going to be joined
by the awesome partnership
local musicians, including
Eikon Verse who recently
shot his music video 'Black'
at APC that included some of
our amazing youth!
So mark your calendars and
gather up all your friends,
family, and neighbors.

You don't want to
miss this amazing
kick off to summer!
RISE UP QUARTERLY
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
'Dear Church' Party

DATE: AUGUST 8, 2019
START TIME: 7PM
LOCATION: SANCTUARY

Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated,
he is now a black preacher in the whitest denomination in the
United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
Shifting demographics and shrinking congregations make all the
headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work--drawing a
direct line between the church's lack of diversity and the church's
lack of vitality. The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not
sociological. But so are the answers.
Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church
offers a bold new vision for the future of Duncan's denomination
and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church
rejects the narrative of church decline and calls everyone--leaders
and laity alike--to the front lines of the church's renewal through
racial equality and justice.
It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on
forces of this world that act against God: whiteness, misogyny,
nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan gives a
blueprint for the way forward and urges us to follow in the
revolutionary path of Jesus.
Pr. Lenny Duncan will be throwing a party at All Peoples Church
to launch his amazing book "Dear Church: A Love Letter from a
Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S.". It will
include a reading, Q and A, and a book signing and sales.

Wednesday Night Cookouts

DATE: EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING
TIME: 5:30-6:30PM
LOCATION: HOLY ACRES
After a full day of work or summer fun, come by church and fill up
with some fantastic cookout classics! There will be tons of food
and lots of fellowship to be had, so don't miss out. Feel free to
bring a side dish along to share when you are able/would like to.
Stick around afterwards for discipleship programming for all ages!
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Family Movie Nights

DATE: 3RD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
GATHER TIME: 7:30PM

(movie begins at dusk)

LOCATION: APC PARKING LOT

(rain site in sanctuary)

Bring the whole family down for a fun and chill night together with an
outdoor movie! We will be supplying the movie, lots of popcorn, water, and
lemonade. All you need to do is bring your lawnchairs, picnic blankets, and
any snacks you would like to share with your family or the wider
community.

June 21

The Sandlot

July 19

LEGO Movie 2

August 23

The Greatest
Showman

Pastor's Lemonade Stand

DATE: 2ND & 4TH MONDAY OF THE MONTH
(Starting June 24, July 8 & 22, August 12 & 26)
TIME: 11AM - 1PM
LOCATION: 2ND STREET DOORS
Two times a month Pr. Lindsey will be hanging outside church
offering lemonade to anyone who would like some. Come by to
chat, to rant about religion, pray, or just grab a cold drink!
All are welcome so bring a friend on by.
RISE UP QUARTERLY
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Brunch & the Bible

DATE: LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
(June 29, July 27, August 31)

TIME: 10AM-NOON
LOCATION: JEWELS CARIBBEAN

(2230 N. Dr. MLK Drive)

Monthly we will gather together to dive deeply into scripture fueled with
delicious brunch food. All you need is your Bible & coffee/brunch money.

All Peoples Book Club

DATE: 3ND MONDAY OF THE MONTH

(June 17, July 15, August 19, September 16)

TIME: 6:30-8:00PM
LOCATION: MKE PUBLIC LIBRARY EAST BRANCH
(2320 N Cramer Street)

Each month we will read a book together and discuss it's connection to our
faith. Our first gathering will be to pick the books for the next three
months & get to know each other. Come for discussion even if you haven't
been able to finish the book!

Campfire Chats

DATE: EVERY WEDNESDAY
TIME: 6:30-7:30PM
LOCATION: HOLY ACRES

Every Wednesday evening after our cookout dinners, we will gather around
a campfire and discuss the intersection of real world issues and God to
help us navigate a real world faith. Super casual so come as you are!

Women's Bible Study

DATE: 4TH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
TIME: 10-11AM
LOCATION: APC OFFICE

Join together monthly with your fellow sisters in Christ for a time of study
and fellowship!
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CHILDREN & YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP
Vacation Bible Camp

DATES: JUNE 17-21, 2019
CAMPERS: 3 - 11 YRS OLD
(must be fully potty trained)
JR. COUNSELOR: ENTERING 7TH-8TH GR.
COUNSELOR: ENTERING 9TH-12TH GR.
BREAKFAST: 8:15-8:45AM
CAMP: 9AM - NOON
LOCATION: ALL PEOPLES CHURCH
LAKE PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
ST. MARK'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
This year, All Peoples is joining forces with Lake Park Lutheran and
St. Mark's Episcopal for an amazing Vacation Bible Camp! The
theme is 'Journey to Justice: God's Story and Ours'. Each day we
will gather together to learn a bit more about what God's justice
looks like and how we might live that out in our world. We will hear
Bible stories, sing, play games, creat art, and explore our
neighborhood.
You won't want to miss this!!
So invite your friends and register today!

FOR MORE INFORMATION &
REGISTRATION:
bit.ly/J2Jvacationbiblecamp

Blast
Build. Learn. And. Serve. Together.

TIME: 6:00-7:30PM
LOCATION: HOLY ACRES
DATE: EVERY WEDNESDAY
WHO: HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH (9-12TH GR.)
Every Wednesday evening after our cookout dinners, we will
gather around a campfire and discuss the intersection of real
world issues and God to help us navigate a real world faith. Super
casual so come as you are!
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CHILDREN & YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP
kids working to succeed (kwts)

DATE: MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY
TIME: 9:00AM-NOON
LOCATION: APC GARDEN
AGES 8-17

This summer work will include garden, greenhouse, and grow room work.
Youth will gather in the morning with intros, games, and devotion. Our goal
is to create a good work ethic, christian stweardship, as well as equiping
the youth with tools to help them be successful in the workplace.

Lutherdale Bible camp

DATE: COMING SOON
LOCATION: ELKHORN WISCONSIN
AGES: ENTERING 6TH-8TH GRADE

Summer Camp! Spend a week learning about God! Wait that's not it! its not
that you are just learning about God, It is how you will do it. Games,
activies, swimming, singing. and much much more!

Lifest 2019

DATE: JULY 11-14
LOCATION: OSHKOSH, WI
AGES: ENTERING 9TH-12TH GRADE

Join us for a fabulous few days at the largest Christian music festival in
the nation. Have an amazing time with hundreds of other Christians
watching over 100 acts on 7 different stages. Stay together in tents and
enjoy an amazing few days of singing, meeting new people, and praising
God!

Events Coming Soon!

COOL WATERS FAMILY SWIM
CROP WALK
FAMILY BREWERS GAME
ROLLER SKATING
FAMILY BEACH DAY!

We are in the works to create lots of summer fun!
Don't miss out!
RISE UP QUARTERLY
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SERVING TOGETHER
Isaiah 55

DATE: EVERY WEDNESDAY
LUNCH: 11:15AM
BIBLE STUDY: NOON
FOOD PANTRY: 1:00PM
LOCATION: APC FELLOWSHIP HALL
Every Wednesday we serve physical food at our community lunch. All are
invited and welcome to attend for community fellowship. We serve soul
food for your spiritual person as well at our community bible study. All you
need is an open mind and listening heart. God will do the rest. We do
provide Bibles for the study if you don't have your own. At 1pm we have our
community food pantry where we provide food and resources to the
community at large, all you need to have is a valid photo ID and a piece of
mail with your current addresss for record keeping purposes.
Isaiah 55 is currently seeking volunteers and perishable canned good
items for the food panty. If you have any suggestions for the pantry,
Tommy would love to hear your ideas. Please email them to Tommy at
tommy@allpeoplesgathering.org.

Garden Ministry

The busy season of gardening fun is upon us and there are folks buzzing
around working to make this the best season yet! This is a big ministry and
takes all our hands. So check out this list below for ways to connect. If you
have any questions or ideas reach out to our Garden minister, Susan Holty
at susan@allpeoplesgathering.org.

LABRYINTH WEEDING

One of the hardest pieces to keep up on is weeding around the
labryinth. Help us weed so that the community can use this prayer
space!

GRANDPARENT IN THE GARDEN

Everyone needs more grandparents in their lives! Come hang in the
garden some KWTS morning to offer support, help with little cuts or
bee stings, and lots of grandparent hugs and encouragement! We even
have a rocking chair for you!

WATERING HELP
This is a big task and Susan is always looking for people to help!
CHICKEN WIRE/SMALL FENCING DONATION
Help us to protect our veggies from furry friends.
RISE UP QUARTERLY
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS
Better Together is more than a tag line

We sign every communication with our All Peoples partners and friends with the phrase
better together. This is intentional. We believe we are stronger in faith and stronger in
doing God's work when we are doing it together with our partner churches and partner
community organizations. We experience this strength every single day.
Maybe you have heard the phrase "a threefold cord is not quickly broken." If we tie a string
around a big bundle of rhubarb from our garden, that string might break pretty easily or
might cut into our rhubarb. If we braid three strings together and then tie up our rhubarb
bundle with that threefold cord, the bundle is held together better and the braided cord
does not cut into our rhubarb. This phrase about a threefold cord (or braid) comes from
the Bible: Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.
For All Peoples Church, God has woven that three-fold cord into a super strong fabric of
partnerships that come in a variety of shapes and sizes. Whether you are an All Peoples
member or a partner church/organization member, take a moment to think about one or
two ways in which you personally connect with a specific person or a specific ministry
within the partnership context. Maybe you have participated in a Beloved Sisters retreat
and have a special bond with one or more sisters. Maybe your child carried the gift of a full
backpack to school this year, or maybe you went shopping and filled up that backpack to
give. Maybe you planted seedlings in the garden side-by-side with a new friend. Maybe
you prayed for a church you have never visited, but you know that church is your partner.
As we enter a new season of being and working better together, and welcome several new
pastor and lay leaders into the partnership fabric, let's take a moment to take a quick look
at who we are. Then, as we share future communications, we look forward to shining the
spotlight on a few partnerships each quarter, so that we can learn more about one
another, highlight ways in which we can connect more strongly with one another, and
continue to hold each other up and keep each other warm.
Here we are!!
Alice's Garden, Milwaukee
Atonement ELCA, Muskego
Bread of Healing Clinic, Havenwoods, Milwaukee
Christ Episcopal Church, Whitefish Bay
Cross ELCA, Milwaukee
Diverse & Resilient, Milwaukee
First Lutheran, West Allis
First United ELCA, Sheboygan
Fox Point ELCA, Fox Point
Grace ELCA, Grafton
Grace ELCA, Thiensville
Groundwork Milwaukee + Milwaukee Urban Gardens
Holy Cross ELCA, Menomonee Falls
Kingo ELCA, Shorewood
Lake Park ELCA, Milwaukee
RISE UP QUARTERLY

Two are better than one, because they have
a good return for their labor: If either of them
falls down, one can help the other up. But
pity anyone who falls and has no one to help
them up. Also, if two lie down together, they
will keep warm. But how can one keep warm
alone? Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves. A cord of three
strands is not quickly broken. (NIV)
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS
Better Together is more than a tag line

Los Héroes en la Fe, Tonacatepeque, El Salvador
Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn
Milwaukee Coalition for Justice
Milwaukee Inner City Congregations Allied for Hope (MICAH)
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
Milwaukee Water Commons
Near North Congregations of the ELCA (Milwaukee)
Outreach for Hope, Milwaukee
Project Return, Milwaukee
Redeemer ELCA, Plymouth
Riverwest 24, Milwaukee
Serenity Inns, Milwaukee
Siebert Foundation, Milwaukee
Simon's Farm
St. John's ELCA, Brookfield
St. John's ELCA, Jackson
St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Milwaukee
St. Vincent de Paul, Milwaukee
Sweet Water, Milwaukee
Teens Grow Greens
Thrivent Financial
Travelers Rest COGIC, Milwaukee
Trinity ELCA, Cedarburg
Trinity ELCA, South Milwaukee
Victory Garden Initiative
Wisconsin
If you are a partner and do not see your church/organization listed, then maybe our
partnership cord has unwound itself a bit and we need to chat! Or, it could be you are
teaming up with us in a new way that is still a bit below the radar for the leadership team.
Again, let's chat! (Contact information is below.)

Praying together...

Each quarter, we would like to hold up specific partner congregations in prayer. Of course,
we encourage mutual sharing of prayer concerns in every direction all the time, but we also
recognize that unless we are intentional and specific, sometimes we lose our focus and
become forgetful. We begin with our partners to the NORTH. Please hold these churches
in prayer: Christ Church, First United, Grace Grafton, Grace Theinsville, Kingo, Redeemer
Plymouth, St. John's Jackson and Trinity Cedarburg. We pray for peace in these
communities and for the work of these congregations to bring growth in faith, hope and
love.
Partnership inquiries and information may be addressed to All Peoples Minister of
Partnerships, Linda Muth at linda@allpeoplesgathering.org .
RISE UP QUARTERLY
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