
 
 

Last Week: 1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

Main Point:   God made the way for us to reinvest our lives for His will and glory.  

 

Action:  This week, I will EMBRACE our Living Hope by… 

 

  This week, I will EXTEND our Living Hope by… 

 

This Week: 1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you,  

as though something strange were happening to you.  

13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ,  

so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed,  

for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  

15 If you suffer,  

it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 

16 However, if you suffer as a Christian,  

do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household;  

and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  

18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 

    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves  

to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

 



Explore 

What words or phrases ideas stand out to you on your first reading?  

Make note of anything themes or ideas that you have seen previously in 1 Peter. 

 

 What questions do you have? Does anything seem strange to you? 

 

 As you study complete these sentences:  

• Peter believes that suffering is _________________. 

• Peter does not believe that suffering is _______________. 

• Peter believes that suffering can be ________________.  

 

Examine 

The word “test” in v.12 can mean different things. But it is not like an exam in school. See 

1 Peter 1:6-7 for how Peter sees it. The smelting of precious metals to achieve purity was 

a common image in Peter’s day. Keep this in mind… 

 

Another confusing part of this passage is v.17 – is persecution God’s judgement? Well, 

yes and no. Yes, Peter says it is. But No in that it is not punishment. Regardless what 

popular culture says, a judgement is simply an act of a judge – to condemn or exalt. Peter 

envisions God doing this through persecution and suffering. This “test” demonstrates who 

His true followers are. Why might God choose to do it this way?  

 

Expect 

How we experience life often has far more to do with our expectations than with the 

particular events that happen. Can you think of an example in your life of either how really 

high expectations led to disappointment, or when more realistic expectations enabled you 

to enjoy something that was less-than-perfect? 

 

DISCUSS: Where do most of our expectations come from? 

 

List the “expectations” in this passage that Peter gives to these (and future) Christians? 

 Which of these expectations seems the most uncomfortable to you?  

 

Engaging Suffering 

Read Matthew 5:10-12. (Doesn’t 1 Peter sound like it was written by someone who was 

there when Jesus taught on these things?!?) Now compare Matthew 5:10-12 with 1 Peter 

5:13-14. What do you notice? 

 

Which of these statements best describe Peter’s take on suffering for your faith? Why? 

• Christians should seek out suffering so that God’s glory can be seen 

• Christians should be ready to suffer as Jesus did 

• Christians should avoid hostile situations, living as exiles in a strange land 

• Christians should suffer only when they are unnecessarily offending others 


