
 
 

Last Week: 1 Peter 3:8-12 

 

Main Point:  Jesus lived an uncomfortable life so it is time to get uncomfortable and let those 

who feel unseen and unheard be wrapped with love and acceptance. 

 

Action:  This week, I will EMBRACE our Living Hope by… 

 

  This week, I will EXTEND our Living Hope by… 

 

This Week: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

 

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.  

“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 

hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience,  

so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ  

may be ashamed of their slander.  

17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.  

He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.  

19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—  

20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while 

the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,  

21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also— 

not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God.  

It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven  



and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

Explore 

First off, know that verses 19-20 are one of the most confusing verses in the whole Bible. 

Lots of interpretations, very little certainty. Don’t get hung up here. 

 

Read it again, and do three things.  

1. Circle all the words that describes the manner Christians should have, even if we 

are being persecuted. 

2. Underline every WHY statement – the basis, rationale, motivating factor, etc.  

3. Based on these verses, make a brief sketch on what Peter highlights about Jesus. 

 

Experience 

Why might have these Christians have been frightened or scared? How do you think that 

“revering Christ as Lord” would have counteracted these fears? 

 

When have you been nervous about how others might treat you and have had to put your 

hope in Christ as Lord? 

 

v. 15: What kind of answer do you think Peter envisions they might give to their 

adversaries? Why is gentleness and respect so important? Can’t the truth stand for itself? 

 

What kind of answer do you have for people? Do you think they would find it genuine? Do 

you take opportunities to share it? 

 

Example 

 Read v. 18 by itself. Great statement of the gospel, right?!?  

 

How does the meaning shift when read in context with verse 13-17? What particular about 

Christ’s example would have been instructive or encouraging for these Christians? 

 

How has Peter’s call to “the good life” – life that extends hope even when persecuted – 

shaped the way you think about your life? 


