
 
 

Last Week: 1 Peter 2:11-25 

 

Main Point:  Living the Good Life shows others God’s goodness as we experience his grace.  

 

Action:  This week, I will EMBRACE our Living Hope by… 

 

  This week, I will EXTEND our Living Hope by… 

 

This Week: 1 Peter 3:1-12 

 

11 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands  

so that, if any of them do not believe the word,  

they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives,  

2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.  

3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment,  

such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes.  

4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,  

which is of great worth in God’s sight.  

5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God  

used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands,  

6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord.  

You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 

 

7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives,  

and treat them with respect as the weaker partner  

and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life,  

so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 



8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic,  

love one another, be compassionate and humble.  

9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult.  

On the contrary, repay evil with blessing,  

because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.  

10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days 

must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 

11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

 

Expand 

Peter quotes Psalm 34:11-16 after having referenced it previously. Take some time this 

week to read, pray, meditate on Psalm 34 – considering why Peter used it and how it 

shapes our understanding of living as exiles and foreigners in this world?  

 

Note that this passage continues the focus of 2:11-25 on living “the good life” in the midst 

of hostility. The two sections here (3:1-7, 8-12) tie back to the previous passage more than 

directly to each other. Go back to look at 2:12 and 21-25 before getting too far in this study. 

 

Explore 

Read it again, and do two things.  

1. Underline (or write down) every instruction/command Peter gives 

2. Circle every WHY statement – the basis, rationale, motivating factor, etc.  

 

Any provisional conclusions? Any additional questions? 

 

Experience 

In the first-century world husbands normally assumed total authority over their wives. 

There are examples of married couple relating as equals, but these were not the norm. 

Also, it seems that several of the wives Peter is writing to had converted to Christianity 

after they had married. With this in mind, it is easy to think of a situation in which a non-

Christian husband would be confused, if not angry about his wife affiliating with a new, 

marginalized religious group.  

 

Knowing this background, how might Peter’s instructions to wives potential make a 

difference in their home life? 

 

What do you think would have been the hardest part of these instruction for wives?  

 

Moving to 3:8-12. How might living this way influence the people around them? 


