
 
 

Last Week: 1 Peter 2:4-10 
 
Main Point:  Out of his great mercy, God has called his people together in Christ to extend his 

hope into the world. 
 
Action:  This week, I will EMBRACE our Living Hope by… 
 
  This week, I will EXTEND our Living Hope by… 
 
This Week: 1 Peter 2:11-25 
 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles,  
to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.  

12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong,  
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority:  
whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors,  

who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  
15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people.  

16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 
17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. 

18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters,  
not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  

19 For it is commendable if  
someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.  

20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it?  



But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,  
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

22 “He committed no sin, 
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate;  
when he suffered, he made no threats.  

Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  
24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross,  
so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness;  

“by his wounds you have been healed.”  
25 For “you were like sheep going astray,”  

but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
Explore 
 What is your knee-jerk reaction to this passage? Why?  

Write down what you might take issue with. 
 

Read it again, and do two things.  
1. Circle (or write down) every identity marker Peter uses (Hint: there are 3 in v.11) 
2. Highlight every WHY statement – i.e. why do these things, why did Jesus die, etc. 

 
Now go back and note every command or instruction.  
**Remember: the WHAT always flows out of the WHO and WHY** 

 
Experience 

You don’t have to be a historian to know that the experience of the letter’s recipients with 
government and slavery was vastly different than what we experience today. Before 
thinking about what Peter’s instruction might mean for us, try to get a sense of what it 
might mean for the original recipients. You might want to grab a study Bible, check out 
RNM resources, or call a knowledgeable friend to get some additional background.  
 
What might have been hardest for them? Do you think Peter’s words would have 
motivated them to do this? Why or why not? 

 
Now focusing on our lives today. In the last two months we have been very aware of the 
government’s role in our lives! How should verses 13-17 inform our behavior? Should 
Christians passively accept everything? Is protest okay? If so, how? 

 
Example 
 Peter quotes extensively from Isaiah 53:4-9. How does Jesus’ example motivate us? 
 Describe in concrete terms what it means for you to follow our crucified King? 


