
 

Last Week: 1 Peter 4:12-19 

 

Main Point:  We are called to surrender ourselves to our faithful Creator and continue to do 

good when we suffer because of the name of Christ. 

 

Action:  This week, I will EMBRACE our Living Hope by… 

 

  This week, I will EXTEND our Living Hope by… 

 

This Week: 1 Peter 5:1-11 

1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder  

and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed:  

2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them— 

not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be;  

not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve;  

3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  

4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears,  

you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

 

5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders.  

All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 

“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  

7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

 

8 Be alert and of sober mind.  

Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  

9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers  



throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,  

after you have suffered a little while,  

will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  

11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

Explore 

What words or phrases ideas stand out to you on your first reading?  

Make note of anything themes or ideas that you have seen previously in 1 Peter. 

 

 I wonder why Peter takes time to address the leaders right at the end of the letter… 

 What qualities do you think are important for leaders – in the church or any sphere? 

 

Examine 

In v.2-3 Peter uses 3 contrasts to describe how leaders should relate to those in their 

care. (Write them out.) Which one stands out the most to you? Which is the most difficult? 

 

How do you think the “leader as shepherd” metaphor helps describe this role? 

 

[True or False] In verse 5 the Greek phrase translated “in the same way” is mistranslated. 

It should read “on the other hand” (or something similar). This is clear because verse 5 

focused on submission while verses 1-4 speak about leadership.  

What do you think? Defend your answer.  

 If you want to look at the Greek check out blueletterbible.org or netbible.org   

 

Expect 

Peter knows that humility is not something natural. It goes against most of our instincts. 

What reward or benefit awaits those who pursue the way of humility? (See v.4, 5b, 6) 

 Do you find these motivations compelling? 

 

At first glance verse 7 (anxiety, etc.) seem like a non-sequitur, but Peter sees a direct 

connection. Explain what you think this link might be. 

 

How have you seen that “casting your anxieties” on your Chief Shepherd helps you? 

Has this changed your expectations for what you are supposed to carry on your own?     

 

Our Enemy 

 Re-read v.8-9. CS Lewis says this in the preface of Screwtape Letters:  
There are two equal and opposite errors into which [the human] race can fall about the devils. One is to 

disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in 
them. They themselves (the devils) are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician 

with the same delight. 

 Assuming you agree with CS Lewis, do you think v.8-9 help us strike this balance? How? 

v.9-10 seem to link suffering/persecution with the devil, not God. What do you think? 


