
 
 

Sermon Series: 
The wilderness is the place where all is stripped away and we are reduced to the basic 
element of trust.  In fact, the desert can be a lonely place where there is nowhere to hide 
and our true selves are exposed. We are then forced to deal with ourselves and then others 
in light of what are experiencing.  
 

As much as we may resist the wilderness, God uses it as a purifying way to mature our faith 

and grow our dependence on him.  We are looking at specific individuals in the Bible and 

their formational moments in the wilderness.  We are considering our current experiences 

and how God can meet us with His love, grace and truth in this wilderness season.  These 

function as “streams in the wilderness” for us today.  

 
 
Last Week’s Sermon: When God Calls 
 
Bible passage: Exodus 2:11-3:15 
 
Main Point: God calls to bring redemption – both in and through us 
 
Stream in the Wilderness: Reflection on our life stories 
 
Wilderness Challenge:  Carve out a 20 minute block to journal about these three 
questions: 1) How has God used my gifts? 2) How has God redeemed my past? 3) Are there 
gifts I haven’t made available to God? 4) What places of pain or struggle am I still waiting 
for God to redeem? 
 
 
This Week’s Sermon: Crying Out to God 
 
Bible passage: Exodus 17:1-7 



The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place 
as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people 
to drink. So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
 
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?” 
 
But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, 
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of 
thirst?” 
 
Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.” 
 
The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders 
of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand 
there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the 
people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the 
place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the 
Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 
Explore 
Read the passage slowly multiple times. What words / phrases / images stick out to you? 
 
Examine 
In verse 2 Moses doesn’t say: “Why do you quarrel with me? Why don’t you go ask God?” 
Instead he links their quarrelling with him to their testing of the Lord. How is their 
quarrelling with Moses directly related to putting the Lord to the test?  
 
Experience 
Read the passage again and put yourself in the story as the people. 
What feels legitimate about their/your complaints and grumbling? 
What is inappropriate about it? Is there a better way forward than just “grin and bear it”? 
 
Embrace 
What stands out to you about y/our tendency to grumble against leaders? Do you think this 
is putting the Lord to the test? 
What are you grumbling most about right now – either internally, on social media, or 
verbally with others? Is it achieving the result you are hoping for? 
 
God’s story intersects with our story 
The tragedy of this story is that the place of God’s gracious and miraculous provision 
became known for their quarrelling and testing of the Lord.  
In times of waiting for provision, how can we relate with our leaders and the Lord so that 
the season of waiting might be marked by trust and gratitude instead of grumbling and 
testing? 
Do you believe that there is grace to be experienced in this wilderness season? 


