
 
 

Sermon Series: 
The wilderness is the place where all is stripped away and we are reduced to the basic 
element of trust.  In fact, the desert can be a lonely place where there is nowhere to hide 
and our true selves are exposed. We are then forced to deal with ourselves and then others 
in light of what are experiencing.  
 

As much as we may resist the wilderness, God uses it as a purifying way to mature our faith 

and grow our dependence on him.  We are looking at specific individuals in the Bible and 

their formational moments in the wilderness.  We are considering our current experiences 

and how God can meet us with His love, grace and truth in this wilderness season.  These 

function as “streams in the wilderness” for us today.  

 
 
Last Week’s Sermon: Wrestling with God 
 
Bible passage: Genesis 32:22-32 
 
Main Point:  God meets us when we bring our anxieties to him and wrestle with him in 
prayer. 
 
Stream in the Wilderness: Wrestling with God in prayer 
 
Wilderness Challenge:  Identify a specific source of anxiety and bring it to God every night 
before you go to sleep. 
 
 
This Week’s Sermon: Hearing God’s Call 
 
Bible passage: Exodus 2:11-3:15 
One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and 
watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own 



people. Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in 
the sand. The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the 
wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?” 
 
The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as 
you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have 
become known.” 
 
When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went 
to live in Midian, where he sat down by a well. 
 
Now a priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came to draw water and fill the 
troughs to water their father’s flock. Some shepherds came along and drove them away, but 
Moses got up and came to their rescue and watered their flock. 
 
When the girls returned to Reuel their father, he asked them, “Why have you returned so 
early today?” 
 
They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew water for us 
and watered the flock.” 
 
“And where is he?” Reuel asked his daughters. “Why did you leave him? Invite him to have 
something to eat.” 
 
Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. 
Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom, saying, “I have become a 
foreigner in a foreign land.” 
 
During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and 
cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. God heard their 
groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. So 
God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them. 
 
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he 
led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw 
that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and 
see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
 
When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, 
“Moses! Moses!” 
 
And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
 
“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,  



the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to 
look at God. 
 
The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I 
have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 
that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of 
the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So 
now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
 
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 
 
And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent 
you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this 
mountain.” 
 
Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 
 
God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has 
sent me to you.’” 
 
God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 
 
“This is my name forever, 
    the name you shall call me 
    from generation to generation. 
 
 
Explore 
Read the passage slowly multiple times. 
What words / phrases / images stick out to you on your first reading? 
 
Examine 
What is the sense you get of Moses? (Try not to think of all the things that will come later.) 
 
Experience 
Read the passage again and put yourself in the story as Moses. 
What might you have said to God? 
What might you have thought/felt inside, but wouldn’t dare say out loud? 
 
Embrace 
What do you learn about yourself as you consider what Moses experienced? 



When have you wondered if God still cared about you? 
When have you experienced a sense of God’s leading, direction, or audible calling? 
In this passage, what do you see about God’s character that you should embrace today? 
 
God’s story intersects with our story 
Moses’ life trajectory is changed because he gets swept up into God’s story. In what ways is 
similar grace available to you in this wilderness season? 
 
 
 
 


