
 
 

Sermon Series: 
The wilderness is the place where all is stripped away and we are reduced to the basic 
element of trust.  In fact, the desert can be a lonely place where there is nowhere to hide 
and our true selves are exposed. We are then forced to deal with ourselves and then others 
in light of what are experiencing.  
 

As much as we may resist the wilderness, God uses it as a purifying way to mature our faith 

and grow our dependence on him.  We are looking at specific individuals in the Bible and 

their formational moments in the wilderness.  We are considering our current experiences 

and how God can meet us with His love, grace and truth in this wilderness season.  These 

function as “streams in the wilderness” for us today.  

 
 
Last Week’s Sermon: Tested 
 
Bible passage: Luke 4:1-14 
 
Main Point: God provides His promises and commands in Scripture as a way through the 
wilderness tests in our lives. 
 
Stream in the Wilderness: Scripture as the way to live faithfully when facing wilderness 
tests 
 
Wilderness Challenge:   

Take up the 7x7 challenge to read 7 Bible verses or read the Bible for 7 minutes each day 

for the next 7 days with the goal of memorizing one verse that includes God’s promise or 

command for you. 
 
 
 
 



This Week’s Sermon: Seen 
 
Bible passage: Genesis 16:1-16 

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named 
Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with 
my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.” 

 
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, 
Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 
4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
 
When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to 
Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and 
now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and 
me.” 
 

6 “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then 
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 
 

7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is 
beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, 
and where are you going?” 
 
“I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. 
 

9 Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The 
angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to 
count.” 
 

11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: 

“You are now pregnant 
    and you will give birth to a son. 
You shall name him Ishmael, 
    for the LORD has heard of your misery. 
12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; 
    his hand will be against everyone 
    and everyone’s hand against him, 
and he will live in hostility 
    toward all his brothers.” 

13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she 
said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.” 14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai 
Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 



15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne. 
16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael. 
 
Explore 
Read the passage slowly multiple times. 
What words / phrases / images stick out to you on your first reading? 
 
Examine 
Why are those words / phrases / images significant? 
 
Experience 
Read the passage again and put yourself in the story as Hagar. 
What would you have felt or thought? 
How would you have felt after coming through an experience like Hagar had in terms of 
God seeing and noticing her? 
 
Embrace 
What do you learn about yourself as you consider what Hagar faced? 
How can slowing down to be silent and still be a “stream in the wilderness” for you as you 
face life’s challenges in this wilderness season? 
 
God’s story intersects with our story 
Overall, what is God showing you about Himself through this study and how His grace is 
available to you in this wilderness season? 
 
 
 
 


