
 
 

Sermon Series: 
The wilderness is the place where all is stripped away and we are reduced to the basic 
element of trust.  In fact, the desert can be a lonely place where there is nowhere to hide 
and our true selves are exposed. We are then forced to deal with ourselves and then others 
in light of what are experiencing.  
 

As much as we may resist the wilderness, God uses it as a purifying way to mature our faith 

and grow our dependence on him.  We are looking at specific individuals in the Bible and 

their formational moments in the wilderness.  We are considering our current experiences 

and how God can meet us with His love, grace and truth in this wilderness season.  These 

function as “streams in the wilderness” for us today.  

 
 
Last Week’s Sermon: Call To Change 
 
Bible passage: Luke 3:1-18 
 
Main Point:  The kingdom of God collides with our lives and calls for us to change.  
 
Stream in the Wilderness: Confession and repentance 
 
Wilderness Challenge:  Ask, “What should I do then?” in this wilderness season in light 
reading a book of the New Testament this week and letting it be a mirror for your life. Seek 
to change, by God’s grace, through confession and repentance. 
 
 
This Week’s Sermon: Tested 
 
Bible passage: Luke 4:1-14 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 
2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at 



the end of them he was hungry.  
 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  
 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”  
 
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been 
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”  
 
8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”  
 
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If 
you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:  
 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you carefully;  
11 they will lift you up in their hands,  
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  
 
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
 
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  
 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through 
the whole countryside.  
 
Explore 
Read the passage slowly multiple times. 
What words / phrases / images stick out to you on your first reading? 
 
Examine 
Why are those words / phrases / images significant? 
 
Experience 
Read the passage again and put yourself in the story as Jesus. 
What would you have felt or thought? 
How would have responded to the tests and temptations from Satan? 
What does it feel like to be able to respond to the temptations from Satan and turn him 
away? 
How would you have felt after coming through an experience like Jesus had in the 
wilderness? 
 
Embrace 
What do you learn from this passage about Jesus? 
What do you learn about yourself as you consider the temptations you face? 



How can Scripture be a “stream in the wilderness” for you as you face them? 
In what ways do you face temptations to take short cuts for provision, power and prestige? 
What is the benefit of not taking the short cut and resisting those temptations? 
 
God’s story intersects with our story 
Overall, what is God showing you about Himself through this study and how His grace is 
available to you in this wilderness season? 
 
 
 
 


