
 
 

Sermon Series: 
The wilderness is the place where all is stripped away and we are reduced to the basic 
element of trust.  In fact, the desert can be a lonely place where there is nowhere to hide 
and our true selves are exposed. We are then forced to deal with ourselves and then others 
in light of what are experiencing.  
 

As much as we may resist the wilderness, God uses it as a purifying way to mature our faith 

and grow our dependence on him.  We are looking at specific individuals in the Bible and 

their formational moments in the wilderness.  We are considering our current experiences 

and how God can meet us with His love, grace and truth in this wilderness season.  These 

function as “streams in the wilderness” for us today.  

 
 
Last Week’s Sermon: In the Wilderness 
 
Bible passage: Deuteronomy 8:1-5 
 
Main Point: God restores us through wilderness experiences as we learn to trust and obey 
Him.  
 
Stream in the Wilderness: Daily, moment-by-moment trust 
 
Wilderness Challenge:  Ask God and others to show you one specific issue or struggle that 
he wants to use to help reshape you in this season and share that with God and another 
trusted person.  
 
This Week’s Sermon: Call To Change 
 
Bible passage: Luke 3:1-18 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and 



Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.3 He went into all the country 
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.4 As it is 
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  
 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight,  
    the rough ways smooth.  
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’”  
 
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And 
do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of 
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the 
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire.”  
 
10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.  
 
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, 
and anyone who has food should do the same.”  
 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”  
 
13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.  
 
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”  
 
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 
pay.”  
 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 
possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who 
is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear 
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and 
proclaimed the good news to them.  
 
Explore 
Read the passage slowly multiple times. 
What words / phrases / images stick out to you on your first reading? 



 
Examine 
Why are those words / phrases / images significant? 
 
Experience 
Read the passage again and put yourself in the story as someone who came out to the 
wilderness to see and hear John the Baptist. 
What would you have felt or thought? 
How would have responded to the hard words that John shared about producing fruit in 
keeping with repentance? 
In what ways would you have said, “What should we do then?” 
 
Embrace 
What do you learn from this passage about John the Baptist? 
What do you learn about yourself as you consider what he shared about producing fruit in 
keeping with repentance? 
What kind of fruit are you producing in your life now? 
How can confession and repentance be a “stream in the wilderness” for you as you consider 
the struggles that have come to the surface in this wilderness season? 
What could change if you shared these with God? 
What could change if you shared these with a trusted family member or friend? 
  
God’s story intersects with our story 
Overall, what is God showing you about Himself through this study and how His grace is 
available to you in this wilderness season? 
 
 
 
 


