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Unit 21, Session 4

Jesus Teaches 
About Living Water
Summary and Goal 
In the previous sessions, we’ve looked at Jesus’ power, mission, and character. In this 
session, we will examine Jesus’ teaching on living water and find that He gives the 
Living Water, the Holy Spirit, who is fully and eternally satisfying for the believer. 
He also enables the true worship of God. Jesus is the conduit of our reconciliation 
with the Father, and within that restored relationship we find the abundant life that 
overflows for the salvation of others. As we enter into genuine worship, we open the 
gates for others to see the possibility of full and lasting satisfaction in the well of 
living water that won’t run dry. 

Session Outline
1. Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies completely (John 4:7-14). 
2. Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship (John 4:19-24). 
3. Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39). 
Background Passage: John 4:1-42

Session in a Sentence
Jesus offered the Samaritan woman living water—the Holy Spirit—that would 
satisfy her forever and produce true worship in her life. 

Christ Connection
Jesus told the Samaritan woman that a day was coming when worshipers would not 
focus on the physical location of their worship but would worship God in Spirit and 
truth. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, our worship is no longer confined by 
geography. We worship Jesus as the Savior of the whole world wherever we are.

Missional Application
Because we are completely satisfied in Christ, we demonstrate genuine worship in 
our lives that draws others to want to know Him as well.
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137Unit 21, Session 4

GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 122) to share about Gollum, a character from The Lord of the 
Rings who becomes obsessed with a powerful ring to the extent that it cost him everything. 

In J. R. R. Tolkien’s famous series The Lord of the Rings, a creature called Gollum 
becomes consumed by an obsession with the One Ring. Gollum was originally a hobbit-
like creature known as Smeagol, who murdered his friend to take possession of the ring 
shortly after he discovered it. Smeagol’s family later shunned and exiled him because 
of his deceitful and disruptive ways when using the ring, which made him invisible. 
Gollum had an insatiable hunger for the ring and its power. He centered his entire life 
around owning it and recovering it after he lost it, and it cost him everything. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some results you have witnessed from people fixated on their 
desires and addictions? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to 
jump-start the conversation)

SAY: Though our cravings may not be as extreme as Gollum’s addiction, we all have things we desire in life. 
Children chase after an extra cookie or longer time at recess. Adults desire certain relationships or positions at 
work. We all tend to place a higher priority on pursuing those things that we believe will satisfy a longing in our 
hearts. We were created to hunger and strive with the hope of satisfaction; the question is “What will satisfy?”

SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will examine Jesus’ teaching on living water and find that He gives the 
Living Water, the Holy Spirit, who is fully and eternally satisfying for the believer. He also enables the true 
worship of God. Jesus is the conduit of our reconciliation with the Father, and within that restored relationship 
we find the abundant life that overflows for the salvation of others. As we enter into genuine worship, we open the 
gates for others to see the possibility of full and lasting satisfaction in the well of living water that won’t run dry. 

The additional commentary for this session is included on page 161 in this Leader Guide. 
For session-by-session training videos, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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Point 1:   Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies 
completely (John 4:7-14).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 4:7-14 (DDG p. 123). 

7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. 
“Give me a drink,” Jesus said to her, 8 because his disciples had gone into town 

to buy food.
9 “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman? ” she 

asked him. For Jews do not associate with Samaritans. 
10 Jesus answered, “If you knew the gift of God, and who is saying to you, ‘Give 

me a drink,’ you would ask him, and he would give you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” said the woman, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is deep. So 

where do you get this ‘living water’? 12 You aren’t greater than our father Jacob, are 
you? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and livestock.” 

13 Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks from this water will get thirsty again. 14 But 
whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty again. In fact, 
the water I will give him will become a well of water springing up in him for eternal life.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to explain what Jesus knew about the Samaritan 
woman’s spiritual state, noting that the woman was needy for the same solution all sinners are. 

Though she may not have realized it, the Samaritan woman was needy for a solution 
to her sin; as with all people today, apart from Christ, we are all enemies of God. Jesus 
highlighted her need for a permanent solution to her deepest thirst, telling her that she 
should be begging Him for a drink of the water He was able to offer—“living water.” 

•  Without new birth in Christ, we all have dirty hearts, we are all riddled with sin. Our sinful nature has 
estranged humanity from God since the fall. In fact, not only are we estranged from God but our sin 
causes there to be enmity, or hostility, between God and us (Rom. 1:28-32; Eph. 2:1-3). 

•  All of us are thirsty, longing for something that will satisfy us completely. How we each try to satisfy our 
thirst looks different from person to person: for some people, it looks like viewing pornography; for others, 
it looks like working endless hours, always needing to move up to the next thing. But the need is the same 
in every circumstance; we are in need of Jesus and connection with Him to fulfill our deepest longings. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some ways we are tempted to fill the longing in our hearts 
with things other than God? (through relationships; riches and 
possessions; a spouse or children; work and accolades; a societal cause; 
hobbies; service in the church and ministry to others apart from a focus 
on God) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to define what “living water” is and who receives it.  

Fortunately for us, God loves His enemies and works toward our reconciliation. He 
made a way for us to receive the “living water” we so desperately need—the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, who grants eternal life to those in whom He dwells. Jesus made this gift 
possible for us by His death on the cross in our place. 

Illustration: “In the days of the American Revolution there lived at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by 
the name of Peter Miller, who enjoyed the friendship of General George Washington. Also residing in that 
town was Michael Wittman, an evil-minded sort who did all in his power to abuse and oppose the pastor. 

One day Michael Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to death. Pastor Miller, traveling many 
miles on foot, walked to Philadelphia to plead for Wittman’s life. When admitted into Washington’s presence 
Pastor Miller at once begged for the life of the traitor.

‘No, Peter,’ said Washington, ‘I cannot grant you the life of your friend.’

‘My friend!’ exclaimed the preacher. ‘He is the bitterest enemy I have.’

‘What?’ cried Washington, ‘you have walked all these miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter 
in a different light. I will grant the pardon.’ 

And he did. Peter Miller took Michael Wittman from the very shadow of death and returned him—no 
longer an enemy, but a friend—to Ephrata.” 1 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 123). 

Christ as Reconciliation: Sin is an infinite offense against an infinite God. 

Thankfully, God loves His enemies and has sent Christ to be the reconciler 

between us and God. Through Christ’s death, God provides the means 

whereby that broken relationship is restored and renewed. 

Essential Doctrine “Christ as Reconciliation”: Ever since the fall of the first man and woman in the 
garden of Eden, God and human beings have been estranged. Sin resulted not only in an estranged 
relationship with God but also in enmity between God and humanity. Sin is an infinite offense against an 
infinite God. Thankfully, God loves His enemies and has sent Christ to be the reconciler between us and 
God. Through Christ’s death, God provides the means whereby that broken relationship is restored and 
renewed (Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 5:18-19). 
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Point 2:   Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship 
(John 4:19-24).

READ John 4:19-24 (DDG p. 124). 

19 “Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped 
on this mountain, but you Jews say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus told her, “Believe me, woman, an hour is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship 
what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because salvation is from 
the Jews. 23 But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. Yes, the Father wants such people to 
worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit and 
in truth.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to show that not only is Jesus a prophet but Jesus is 
the Prophet, the expected prophet like Moses who would resolve all questions and disputes regarding worship. 

The Jews and Samaritans were expecting the arrival of a prophet who would be like 
Moses and who would answer all their questions, especially about who was correct in 
their worship war. But Jesus exceeded these expectations because He is the Prophet 
(Deut. 18:15-19). As God’s Son, Jesus possesses all the knowledge, wisdom, and 
authority of God to respond to every situation and longing of the human heart. He also 
made atonement for people’s sin once and for all, thereby forging the path for them to 
enter into true worship of and everlasting communion with the one true God. 

•  Apart from the revealed knowledge of God, it is impossible for us to worship Him. God has chosen to 
reveal Himself—His character and nature—to the world most fully through Christ, the Word made flesh 
(John 1:1,14; Heb. 1:1-3). Through the Spirit-inspired Scriptures we have the person of Jesus revealed to 
us, and through the Spirit we are able to have a personal relationship with Jesus. 

•  When a person is filled with the Holy Spirit by faith in Jesus Christ, he or she is then capable of seeing the 
kingdom of God and knowing God in truth. It is only through new birth in the Spirit that we are taken 
from our broken state in sin and made new, able to see and know God through revelation given by His 
Spirit. Thus, it is only through Jesus that we are enabled to truly worship because we cannot worship what 
we don’t know.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What does Jesus in the flesh reveal to you about the God we worship? 
(God is loving and gracious; God hates sin but is patient with humble 
sinners; God desires our repentance and salvation; God is compassionate 
toward human beings in their suffering; God is all-powerful; God is faithful 
and true; God’s commands are good and right) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to elaborate on what it means to worship in Spirit 
and in truth. Then apply this for your group members. 

We all have opinions about “proper” 
worship. Opinions are fine to have, but if 
we are not careful, our personal preferences 
can override our understanding of biblical 
worship. What is important about worship 
is that it is done in Spirit and truth. Because 
God is spirit, a nonmaterial, divine being, 
so must our worship be in spirit, specifically 
in the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth 
(John 15:26). We can only receive the Holy 
Spirit through faith in Jesus, so it is Jesus 
who enables us to worship God in Spirit 
and truth. 

•  Debates about the “proper” way to worship are familiar to most of us. People have opinions about what 
time church services should start, how long they should be, what ministries should be available, which 
Bible translation churches should use, what styles of music are appropriate, what types of dress are 
acceptable, whether there should be chairs or pews, even what color the carpet should be. 

•  The Bible makes it clear that our physical spaces of worship are not in need of perfection, nor are they 
even essential. Jesus pointed out to the Samaritan woman that the time had come when the physical space 
where she worshiped would not matter. In her case, the debate was whether God should be worshiped on 
Mount Gerizim, as the Samaritans believed, or on Mount Moriah, as the Jews believed. Jesus issued the 
surprising statement that worship no longer needed to be defined by geographical boundaries.

Application: Worship cannot only be in Spirit, nor can it only be in truth. We cannot insist on material 
locations, ceremonies, or practices we prefer as the sum total of appropriate worship. Nor can we get so swept 
up in emotional experiences that we abandon the pursuit of truth. It is essential that our worship be a Spirit-
empowered proclamation of the truth, because otherwise we are not truly worshiping God. Part of entering 
into covenant relationship with Jesus is releasing our own preferences in favor of true worship. Christ’s death 
and resurrection has enabled us to worship freely in Spirit and truth from anywhere. Let’s live and worship in 
that freedom and wholeheartedly seek the One who enables such freedom.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What will it look like to worship God in Spirit and truth? (possibly no 
different from our “normal” worship as worship in the Spirit is primarily a 
state of the heart; the message of the songs we sing, the prayers we pray, 
and the sermon preached corresponds to the truth of God’s Word, not our 
opinions, preferences, or soap boxes; worship in Spirit and truth will likely 
lead to conviction, confession, and repentance; worship can take place 
anywhere as we honor God in faith and obey His commands) 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ The true worshiper is 
the one who honors him 
with the right intention 
and believes with a pure 
conscience that everywhere 
he can speak with the one 
who is incomprehensible.” 2 

–Theodore of Mopsuestia 
(c. 350-428)
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Point 3:   Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for 
all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).

READ John 4:25-26,28-29,39 (DDG p. 125). 

25 The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming” (who is called 
Christ). “When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

26 Jesus told her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.” 
………………………………

28 Then the woman left her water jar, went into town, and told the people, 
29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah? ” 
………………………………

39 Now many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of what the 
woman said when she testified, “He told me everything I ever did.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 125) to highlight the difference in how Jesus revealed His 
identity as the Messiah to the Samaritan woman in contrast to how He veiled it with others. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus was hesitant to proclaim His identity outright when 
traveling and teaching amongst the Jews. He likely wanted to avoid the political and 
military baggage many Jews had attached to their expectation for the Messiah. With 
the Samaritan woman, however, Jesus came right out and said it. He could not have 
been any clearer—Jesus is the long-anticipated Messiah, the promised One come to save 
His people.

•  As the Messiah, Jesus accomplished the work of reconciling us to God. He is the sacrificial Lamb who 
takes away the sin of the world, the means by which our broken relationship with God is restored and 
renewed (John 1:29). It is His perfect righteousness that is presented to the Father on our behalf for our 
justification. He is the triumphant King who delivers His people and restores all of creation. If we trust 
that Jesus is who He says He is, then He is our salvation.

Illustration: Statements that reveal our identity can have a huge impact. For example, in the closing scene 
of the 2008 movie Iron Man, Tony Stark holds a press conference in which he is supposed to offer an 
explanation to hide the fact that he is a superhero. Yet in the final seconds of the movie, he announces, “I am 
Iron Man.” This statement reveals his identity to the world, causing an uproar in the room and changing his 
life forever.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What do we need to be aware of as we proclaim to the world the 
identity of Jesus as the Messiah? (some people will not understand what 
that identity means so we will have to explain it; some will reject Jesus 
and therefore His messengers; some will respond with ridicule and even 
violence; some will hear and believe in Jesus as the Messiah) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 125) to emphasize that the Samaritan woman was 
compelled to tell others about her encounter with Jesus after learning of His identity as the Messiah. 

When we receive good news, we often want to tell all our friends and family members, 
perhaps even complete strangers, so they can share in the celebration. When the 
Samaritan woman learned of Jesus’ identity as the Messiah, she went back to her town 
and shared with her people. She did not let anything stop her from being an evangelist, 
even her past. Through sharing the testimony of her encounter with Jesus, many of the 
Samaritans believed in Him (John 4:39-42). Her story drew others to His side. 

•  Since the woman came to the well in the heat of the day (John 4:6-7), when other women were 
unlikely to be there, it is probable that she was a social outcast, perhaps because of her history with men 
(John 4:16-18). But still she went to share about Jesus after her encounter with Him.

•  As followers of Jesus, we have the greatest news of all time. The Messiah has come and defeated sin and 
death on our behalf, and He’s coming back one day soon to judge the world and restore all things. All 
who believe in Him will not perish but will be born again and receive the gift of eternal life through the 
Holy Spirit. This is the good news we all so desperately crave, whether we know it or not. 

Application: Today, our testimonies can work in the same way as the Samaritan woman’s. Sharing with our 
neighbors about the ways Christ has worked in our lives and spreading the news that He is the Messiah 
invites people to come to Him themselves. Encountering Jesus as the Messiah ought to inspire us to tell 
others about Him. We shouldn’t be able to resist telling our neighbors about Him anymore than we can resist 
sharing when we’ve just had a baby or when we’ve won a free car or when a loved one is finally cancer free. 
And we shouldn’t want to resist telling people. Jesus is the Messiah—this is amazing news! 

INSTRUCT: Ask group members, whether individually or in groups of 2-3, to take a moment and respond to 
the question in the table in their DDG (p. 125). 

WHAT ARE SOME REASONS WE MIGHT HESITATE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL?

SAY: Oftentimes, instead of yielding to the Holy Spirit as He leads our hearts to bubble over and share Jesus 
with others, we enter into a battle with Him over control in our lives, over our social standing, reputation, status, 
and dignity. The good news is Jesus still wants to meet us there in His lovingkindness that leads us to repentance 
so our lives can echo again the celebration that the gospel merits. 
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: The living water—the Spirit—that Jesus taught the Samaritan woman about satisfies completely. 
The Holy Spirit fills us with eternal life and helps us to worship our Maker as we ought—in Spirit and truth. 
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit leads us to share the good news of the gospel with others so they too can join in the 
worship of God. Jesus not only taught about the living water of the Spirit, He also made it possible for us to drink 
of the living water. When we encounter Jesus as the Messiah and believe in Him, we may receive and drink the 
living water only He can provide. And only through Jesus can we worship in Spirit and truth because He is the 
revelation of God. Because of the Father’s gifts of the Son and the Spirit, we are motivated to share the good news 
of Jesus with others so they can believe and join in the worship He provides.

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 126), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because we are completely satisfied in Christ, we demonstrate genuine worship in our 
lives that draws others to want to know Him as well. 

•  What do you need to repent of 
because Jesus and His Spirit 
satisfy completely?

•  How can your group encourage 
one another to worship God in 
Spirit and truth?

•  How will you use your testimony 
of the gospel of Jesus to lead 
others to Him in faith?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You have sent Your Son, Jesus, into the world as the only Savior who can satisfy. 
Thank You for the living water that we have received from Him and for the freedom it gives us to worship You 
in Spirit and in truth. By the Holy Spirit, grant us newfound joy to tell others about Jesus regardless of their 
religious beliefs and social backgrounds since He is the Savior of the world. Amen. 

PACK ITEM 14: CHRIST AS PROPHET: Pass out copies of this handout for group members to have as 
they read their Daily Study devotions to help them see how Jesus is the Prophet of God foretold in Scripture.

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 127-129), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 129) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from  
the Church
“ Because Jesus treated this 
stigmatized woman as 
someone worth talking to, 
she became a witness to 
Jesus, and all of Sychar was 
brought to him.” 3 

–Samuel Ngewa
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in 
the DDG (pp. 127-129) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for 
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 129) will help group members and families 
fellowship with one another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 127-129) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 4 as a part of point 2 in the 
session: Our prayer should be that we might push past all of the peripheral items 
that could impede worship and be the worshipers the Father wants.

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 1: “Like Jesus, we are to go out of our way—geographically, culturally, and 
socially—to take the gospel to anyone and everyone God prepares for us to reach.” 

•  Day 2: “Jesus alone is what quenches our spiritual thirst, and He alone is what 
satisfies it completely for good.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 129) 
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session 
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to recall occasions when they have felt the most 
joyful about the gospel and how that affected the way they shared their faith. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



161Additional Commentary

Additional Commentary
Unit 21, Session 4: Jesus Teaches About Living Water

Point 1:   Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies 
completely (John 4:7-14).

“The woman could not contrast more sharply with Nicodemus. She is thoroughly 
unworthy in the view of the first-century Jews. A Jewish man did not engage in 
conversation with a woman to whom he was not related, a non-Jewish woman, anyone 
of disrepute or any Samaritan. Thus her status is as low as it can be. The lack of a name 
further emphasizes her apparent unimportance. In the passage, Jesus is passing through 
Samaria at about noon and sits down to rest at the well of the patriarch Jacob. When 
the woman comes to draw water, he asks her for a drink. She expresses amazement that 
a Jewish man asks her for water. Jesus tells her that she should be asking him for water.” 4  

Point 2:   Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship 
(John 4:19-24).

“The terms ‘spirit’ and ‘truth’ are joined later in the expression ‘Spirit of truth,’ referring 
to the Holy Spirit (see 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; cf. 1 John 4:6; 5:6; see also 2 Thess. 2:13). 
Though this may have been too advanced for the Samaritan woman, the present 
reference therefore seems to point John’s readers ultimately to worship in the Holy 
Spirit. Thus, true worship is not a matter of geographical location (worship in a church 
building), physical posture (kneeling or standing), or following a particular liturgy or 
external rituals (cf. Matt. 6:5-13); it is a matter of the heart and of the Spirit.” 5  

Point 3:   Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for 
all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).

“Jesus identified Himself as the One (v. 26). The woman acknowledged this but with 
little understanding of what that meant. Even the disciples called Jesus ‘Messiah’ 
before they came to an adequate understanding of what that designation really meant. 
The title ‘Messiah’ in the Old Testament, as the title ‘Christ’ in the New Testament, 
was connected to the announcement of a coming ‘anointed one.’ Jesus continued to 
reveal Himself as the woman began to grow in her understanding of who He is. How 
affirming of John’s stated purpose (John 20:31) for other Samaritans to come to believe 
through her testimony (4:42).” 6  
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

Fall 2018 In the Beginning Creation and the Fall (Genesis; Job)

  God Establishes a Covenant People (Genesis)

  God Grows His Covenant People (Genesis)

Winter 2018-19 Out of Egypt God Redeems His People (Genesis; Exodus)

  God Provides for His People (Exodus)

  God Receives Worship from His People (Exodus; Leviticus)

Spring 2019 Into the Promised Land God Guides His People (Numbers; Deuteronomy)

  God Gives His People a Home (Joshua)

  God Delivers His People (Judges; Ruth)

Summer 2019 A Kingdom Provided God Provides a King (1 Samuel)

  God Provides a Godly King (1–2 Samuel; Psalms)

  God Provides a Wise King (1 Kings; Ecclesiastes)

Fall 2019 A Nation Divided God Speaks to His People (1–2 Kings)

  God Judges the Sin of His People (2 Kings; Prophets)

  God Shows Mercy to His People (2 Chronicles; Prophets)

Winter 2019-20 A People Restored God Sustains His People (Daniel)

  God Restores His People (Ezra; Prophets)

  God Prepares His People (Nehemiah; Esther; Malachi)

Spring 2020 Jesus the Messiah Jesus Comes into the World (Luke)

  Jesus Begins His Ministry (Gospels)

  Jesus Among the People (Gospels)

Summer 2020 Jesus the Servant Jesus the Healer (Gospels)

  Jesus the Teacher (Gospels)

  Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

Fall 2020 Jesus the Savior Jesus and the Kingdom (Gospels)

  Jesus the Savior (Gospels)

  Jesus the Risen King (Gospels)

Winter 2020-21 The Mission Begins The Holy Spirit Comes (Acts; Epistles)

  Fundamentals of the Faith (Acts; Epistles)

  New Life in Christ (Acts; Epistles)

Spring 2021 The Church United Living Like Jesus (Acts; Hebrews)

  The Sent Church (Acts; Epistles)

  Don’t Forget (Acts; Epistles) 

Summer 2021 All Things New Paul in Prison (Acts; Epistles)

  Facing Adversity (Acts; Epistles)

  Jesus Will Come Again (Revelation)

Scope and Sequence
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With this volume of The Gospel Project, the storyline of the 
Bible shifts from the Old Testament to the New, and we 
enter the era in which God begins to fulfill His promise 
of salvation through the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
In the sessions that follow, you’ll take a closer look at the 
context surrounding the birth of Jesus, the theological 
parallels between Adam and Jesus (the last Adam), as well 
as the early ministry of Jesus. 

Some of these stories will be familiar to you and the rest of 
your group—the Christmas story, for example, or the story 
of Jesus’ temptation. In the familiar stories, we want to help 
you see aspects of the Gospel accounts that you may have 
overlooked. In the less familiar stories, we want to help you 
see the beauty of Jesus’ interaction with all kinds of people 
with all kinds of needs and all kinds of backgrounds. 

Our hope as you study the Scriptures is that you will be 
drawn to worship Jesus as the Savior and Lord who fulfills 
God’s original intention for us as His people. Here we see 
a Jesus withstanding temptation, calling disciples, loving 
the unlovable, and battling the evil one. May your worship 
of this Savior lead you to faithful obedience to His call in 
extending grace and mercy and the message of salvation to 
those around you. 

EDITOR

A Word from the Editor
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