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Unit 20, Session 4

Jesus Calls 
His Disciples
Summary and Goal 
When Jesus called His first disciples in Luke 5, He made it clear that the call to 
follow Jesus involves the call to seek out others to follow Him. Jesus’ call of these 
first disciples carried with it some serious implications for the lives of those disciples 
in their first-century context as well as for our lives in our present-day context. Jesus’ 
call of His disciples invites us to trust His leading and extends to our responsibility to 
make disciples. In following Luke’s account, we will see that the call to follow Jesus 
includes our inviting sinners to repentance as we seek to make disciples. 

Session Outline
1. Jesus calls His disciples to trust His leading (Luke 5:3-7). 
2. Jesus calls His disciples to fish for people (Luke 5:8-11). 
3. Jesus calls His disciples to invite sinners to repent (Luke 5:27-32). 
Background Passages: Luke 5:1-11,27-32; 6:12-16

Session in a Sentence
When Jesus called His disciples, He called them to follow His example of 
intentionally seeking the lost. 

Christ Connection
Jesus came into the world to call sinners to repentance and to lay down His life on 
their behalf. Likewise, as His followers, we are to tell others about Jesus and call on 
them to turn from their sin and trust in Jesus. 

Missional Application
Because Jesus gave up His life for us and we have committed to following Him, we 
intentionally invest in others so that they might become His disciples as well. 
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 88) to establish the human awareness that the world is broken. 

In our culture today, people tend to recognize 
that things are broken, whether that be at the 
individual, family, or societal level. Perhaps 
more than previous generations, people 
today feel comfortable and willing to speak 
transparently about their own brokenness 
as well as the brokenness evident in society. 
They acknowledge that things aren’t how 
they are supposed to be, so why bother trying 
to hide that fact? 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What areas of life come to 
mind when you hear the word 
brokenness? (be prepared to 
give an answer of your own to 
jump-start the conversation)

EXPLAIN: Help your group understand the brokenness in the world, and its solution, from a Christian 
perspective: sin is the problem; the gospel is the solution.

•  Identifying the problem is easy; something is clearly wrong with the world. We Christians know the 
reason for this: Things don’t function according to God’s intention and design because of human sin. 

•  Identifying the solution is more difficult. Many times people protest the brokenness of the world with 
movements or marches. But if the reason behind the brokenness is sin, then the gospel is good news 
because it has the solution for every kind of brokenness we might encounter. 

SUMMARIZE: When Jesus called His first disciples in Luke 5, He made it clear that the call to follow Jesus 
involves the call to seek out others to follow Him. Jesus’ call of His disciples invites us to trust His leading and 
extends to our responsibility to make disciples. In following Luke’s account, we will see that the call to follow 
Jesus includes our inviting sinners to repentance as we seek to make disciples. 

The additional commentary for this session is included on page 157 in this Leader Guide. 
For session-by-session training videos, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ The creation became 
corruptible. Why and for 
what reason? Because of 
you, O man! For because 
you have a body which 
has become mortal and 
subject to suffering, the 
earth too has received a 
curse and has brought forth 
thorns and thistles … The 
creation suffered badly 
because of you, and it 
became corruptible, 
but it has not been 
irreparably damaged.” 1 

–John Chrysostom 
(c. 347-407)
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Point 1:   Jesus calls His disciples to trust His leading 
(Luke 5:3-7).

READ Luke 5:3-7 (DDG p. 89). 

3 He got into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out a 
little from the land. Then he sat down and was teaching the crowds from the boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and 
let down your nets for a catch.” 5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we’ve worked hard all 
night long and caught nothing. But if you say so, I’ll let down the nets.” 

6 When they did this, they caught a great number of fish, and their nets began to 
tear. 7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them; 
they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 89) to emphasize how Simon Peter exercised faith in Jesus 
by choosing to obey His command, even when it didn’t make sense to him. 

Simon Peter and his partners weren’t bad fishermen. They knew what they were doing. 
They knew where to put their nets and when to put them down in order to get the best 
catch of fish. Since Jesus likely was a carpenter by trade, they had significantly more 
experience catching fish than He did. So Jesus’ instructions here not only were contrary 
to traditional fishing strategy but also didn’t make sense in light of the fishermen’s 
experience. Yet Simon Peter trusted Jesus and obeyed in an act of faith. 

•  God’s wisdom is not the world’s wisdom. Here in Luke 5, Jesus was working to create in Simon a category 
of trust that supersedes human intuition, logic, and effort. What seems to be conventional wisdom cannot 
be assumed to be the wisdom of God. This doesn’t mean that the call to trust Christ is a blind leap of 
senseless, foolish faith, but it does mean that we place our trust in God, not the wisdom of the world. 

Commentary: In 1 Corinthians 1:20-25, the apostle Paul pointed out that the gospel was a stumbling block 
to the Jews because they were looking to earn God’s favor by works of the law. They wanted a sign different 
than a crucified Messiah. Further, he noted that the gospel was foolishness to the Gentiles because they were 
looking for an answer that didn’t require faith, only reason (or what they perceived as “wisdom”). The Jews 
trusted in their ability to do. The Gentiles trusted their own wisdom. And the gospel defies both. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

In what ways have you experienced God’s call to trust Him when the 
conventional wisdom of the world would say otherwise? (be prepared 
to give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 89) to stress the difference between following God’s 
wisdom and trusting in a religious system with a blind faith. 

Because God’s wisdom can look so different from the worldly wisdom we are used to, 
sometimes trusting Him can seem illogical and impossible. But we must remember that 
we aren’t putting blind trust in a religious system and hoping for the best. We aren’t 
even putting blind trust in someone who has never been proven. We are trusting in a 
Savior who has done the miraculous. We trust a God with a perfect résumé, a God who 
keeps His promises, whose character can be trusted and who has proven Himself time 
and time again. 

•  We have the benefit of all the accounts in Scripture to help us better understand and trust God, even 
when it doesn’t make sense. Think of all those before us who have trusted God in confusing situations:  
–Noah trusted God enough to build a giant boat even though he had no context or history of a flood; 
–Abraham trusted that God would give him a child even though he and his wife were very old; 
–Joseph trusted that God had good plans for him, even though he was in prison. 

Application: Do you see the pattern? The pattern is one where God leads us to a place where we trust Him, 
not our efforts or our logic or anything else more than we trust God Himself. Today, while we have the 
privilege of having the Holy Spirit dwelling within us, we don’t walk around with Jesus in the flesh giving 
us audible instructions for our daily lives. We have to learn to distinguish the voice of God’s Spirit (speaking 
with and through Scripture) from the voices of our own hearts and from the many voices of the world. We 
have to be careful when claiming that God told us something that we aren’t confusing His guiding with our 
own emotions, desires, or hunches. God has given us His Word, which contains all the promises we need. 
His Word helps us in learning to distinguish His voice from the voices surrounding us so that we can trust 
Him even when it doesn’t make sense. 

PACK ITEM 10: THE NEXT STEP: Call attention to the Joni Eareckson Tada quote on this poster and 
ask the following question. 

What are some reasons we have to take God at His Word and by faith 
take the next step He calls us to? (God has revealed in His Word that 
He is faithful and true by nature; He has always proven Himself faithful 
throughout His Word; He has given His Son, Jesus, to save us from our sin; 
we have seen His faithfulness on display in the church; we as individuals 
have experienced the faithfulness of God in everyday life and in specific 
ways and He has never let us down) 
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Point 2:   Jesus calls His disciples to fish for people 
(Luke 5:8-11).

READ Luke 5:8-11 (DDG p. 90). 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’s knees and said, “Go away from me, 
because I’m a sinful man, Lord! ” 9 For he and all those with him were amazed at the 
catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who were 
Simon’s partners.

“Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told Simon. “From now on you will be catching people.” 
11 Then they brought the boats to land, left everything, and followed him. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 90) to emphasize Simon Peter’s response to seeing Jesus’ 
apparent holiness and demonstrable power in enabling these fishermen to catch such a large amount of fish. 

Consider the raw emotion of Simon Peter’s response here. The miracle he had just 
witnessed and been a part of caused him to respond by recognizing Jesus as Lord and 
confessing his own sinfulness. He essentially told Jesus: “Go away from me. You are 
holy, like the Lord God of Israel. I’m sinful and insufficient. I don’t have what it takes 
to keep up with You. I’m not worthy to be in Your presence, much less follow You.” But 
follow he would, and with a mission.

EXPLAIN: Provide group members with the answers for the blanks in the table in their DDG (p. 90) as you 
compare and contrast this scene with a similar scene involving the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. 

ISAIAH BEFORE THE LORD SIMON PETER BEFORE JESUS

Recognized his sin (Isa. 6:5) Recognized his sin (Luke 5:8)

Atoned with a hot coal (Isa. 6:6-7) Atonement on Jesus’ cross

Mission of judgment (Isa. 6:9-13) Mission of evangelism (Luke 5:10)

•  In Isaiah 6, the prophet Isaiah had a vision of the Lord seated in the temple on a throne and seraphim 
were extolling Him, saying, “Holy, holy, holy.” Isaiah expressed his recognition of his sin in words similar 
to Simon Peter’s (Isa. 6:5). The Lord symbolically atoned for his sin with a hot coal in the vision and then 
assigned to Isaiah a mission of judgment (vv. 6-13). 

•  Similarly, Jesus encouraged Simon Peter (“Don’t be afraid”) and then commissioned him with the mission 
of evangelism—catching people instead of fish. Unlike the symbolic atonement depicted in Isaiah’s 
vision, actual, sufficient atonement for Simon Peter’s sins (and ours) would be accomplished at the cross. 
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•  Perhaps most importantly, consider what Luke intended to suggest to his readers about Jesus’ divine 
identity and His relationship to the God of Israel by presenting Simon Peter’s response to Jesus as being 
similar to Isaiah’s response to the exalted Lord. 

SAY: Jesus doesn’t call us because of what we bring to the table. Because He is holy God made flesh, He knows 
we do not have what it takes to become fishers of people. We are not called based on our skills or good works but 
instead on the basis of who Christ is and what He has already done on our behalf. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why should Jesus’ holiness and power cause us to reckon with our 
own sense of sinfulness and insufficiency? (because Jesus’ holiness 
visualizes what we were created to be and yet fail to live up to because 
of our sinfulness; on our own we cannot hope to accomplish the things 
that God would want and call us to do because we do not have the power 
to do so; comparing ourselves to Christ, the only One worth comparing 
ourselves to, reveals that we have fallen short of God’s glory and that we 
need the salvation and strength for the mission available to us in Jesus)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 90) to point out that becoming effective fishers of men 
doesn’t depend on our own sufficiency but on the sufficiency of Christ. 

Aren’t you glad this passage doesn’t end with a focus on Simon Peter’s insufficiency 
but instead focuses on the complete sufficiency of Christ? In following Jesus, Simon 
Peter and the other disciples would be made sufficient for the task of fishing for people 
(see Matt. 4:19). The transformation of the disciples from fishermen to fishers of men 
would happen not because of what they could do but because of the work that Jesus 
could do in them. His sufficiency is more than enough to cover our insufficiency. 

Illustration: We see this pattern over and over again throughout the Gospels, where the disciples are brought 
to the end of themselves and left in a place where the only way out is to rely fully on Christ and for Christ to 
do what only He can do. This is what happened in the feeding of the five thousand (see Luke 9:10-17). Not 
only was the disciples’ insufficiency completely exposed but the total sufficiency of Christ was prominently 
displayed. Jesus took what little they had and multiplied it until it was more than enough. Through it all, 
Jesus was teaching the disciples a critical lesson: We are to bring everything we have to Him—including our 
insufficiencies—because this is not about what we have to offer. It’s not about our insufficiency but about 
Christ’s sufficiency. 

Application: The call to fish for people—to make disciples—is a task greater than we could ever be able to 
accomplish on our own. Like Simon Peter, we should be brought to our knees asking the question: “Who 
is worthy of such a task? We are just sinners in need of forgiveness.” And just like Jesus responded to Simon 
Peter, He responds to us with encouragement not to let our own insufficiencies cause us to run in fear but to 
trust in Him and His perfect sufficiency for us. 
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Point 3:   Jesus calls His disciples to invite sinners to 
repent (Luke 5:27-32).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 5:27-32 (DDG p. 91).  

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax 
office, and he said to him, “Follow me.” 28 So, leaving everything behind, he got up 
and began to follow him.

29 Then Levi hosted a grand banquet for him at his house. Now there was a large 
crowd of tax collectors and others who were guests with them. 30 But the Pharisees 
and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with 
tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus replied to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a doctor, but 
those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 91) to highlight Levi’s example of evangelism: Levi wielded 
his relationships so non-disciples might be invited into a relationship with Jesus and challenged to change. 

Levi (also known as Matthew) immediately leveraged his circle of influence in order to 
introduce his friends and coworkers to Christ. Called to follow Jesus, Levi, a former tax 
collector, threw a big party and invited other tax collectors to come so they could also 
meet Jesus. Levi utilized the relationships he already had so the non-disciples he knew 
could be invited into a relationship with Jesus and challenged to change. 

•  Following a rabbi in that time meant walking with him, physically following him, in order to learn 
from him. Disciples may even leave behind family, friends, and their work. Becoming a disciple of a 
rabbi wasn’t just intellectual assent to a particular line of thought; it was a total life change centered on a 
relationship with the rabbi. So Jesus invited His disciples into a relationship with Him. 

•  Jesus also challenged His disciples to change. He promised to transform His disciples into men who 
would reach others with the good news of the gospel. 

INSTRUCT: Oftentimes we have a tendency toward being either invitational without challenging sinners to 
change or challenging toward sinners about change without inviting them into a relationship with Jesus. Ask 
group members to use the scale in their DDG (p. 91) to discern whether they tend to be more invitational or 
more challenging in their presentation of the gospel. 

What is your tendency when presenting the gospel to other sinners? 

Invitational         Invitational and Challenging                Challenging
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How should Christians approach their relationships with non-Christian 
friends, family members, and acquaintances? (we should display the 
love and grace of Christ in these relationships; we should be intentional 
about forging and keeping relationships with non-Christians so we have 
opportunities to share the gospel with them; we should be honest about 
the cost of following Christ, which means repenting of sin and obeying His 
commands because they are good and right; we should not excuse sin)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 91) to show how Jesus never sacrificed evangelism for 
the sake of discipleship, or vice versa. Then apply this truth for your group members’ lives.

Jesus was clear about the purpose of His ministry—to call sinners to repentance. Never 
once did Jesus lose sight of this aim. Unfortunately, we can lose sight of this purpose 
in our lives, churches, and ministries. We may turn our focus inward and lose sight 
of engaging the lost and calling sinners to repentance. But evangelism must not be 
sacrificed for the sake of discipleship, and vice versa.

Application: Often, once a person comes to faith in Christ and has been a Christian for a few years, they 
no longer have any significant relationships with non-Christians. They might have casual friendships with 
coworkers or neighbors, but deep, meaningful friendships with non-Christians seem harder to come by. 
This reality brings about obvious challenges for us when it comes to keeping the focus of our mission on the 
lost. Even though Jesus had His twelve disciples with whom He spent the most time, He didn’t lose sight of 
reaching the lost, and neither should we. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 91). 

Evangelism: It is the duty and privilege of every Christian and of every church 

of the Lord Jesus Christ to make disciples of all nations, to seek constantly to 

win the lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle. 

Essential Doctrine “Evangelism”: It is the duty and privilege of every Christian and of every church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to make disciples of all nations. The new birth of a human’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit 
means the birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all thus rests upon a spiritual necessity 
of the regenerate life and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus 
Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every child of God to seek 
constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle. 
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: Modern-day culture would have us believe that the gospel is foolishness, that it is narrow-minded 
to believe there is only one way to God. This environment can make it very challenging for us to stand firm 
and proclaim the person and work of Christ. But opposition is not new to the Christian faith and it should not 
come as a surprise to us (see John 15:18). We shouldn’t expect a warm welcome from our culture. No matter the 
environment, no matter the opposition, no matter the most popular slogans and teachings of the day, Jesus’ call 
remains the same. He asks us to trust His leading, even when it flies in the face of worldly logic. He calls us to 
fish for people and to invite them to repent and to see Christ for who He really is. As we respond to His call to 
make disciples, we should remember that this call to follow Christ is a call to relationship with Him. He will not 
leave us alone. He will not forsake us. His sufficiency will always be enough. 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 92), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because Jesus gave up His life for us and we have committed to following Him, we 
intentionally invest in others so that they might become His disciples as well. 

•  How is Jesus leading you to obey 
His commands in faith instead of 
the living by the world’s wisdom? 

•  What are some ways your group/
church can act corporately as a 
tangible expression of Christ’s 
love to your neighbors? 

•  Who is a person in your life 
with whom you will explain 
the necessity of repentance and 
challenge to follow Jesus in faith? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You made us for Yourself but we have ran away from You. In Your Son, Jesus, 
You have ran toward us and called us to run back to You by becoming Jesus’ disciples. Help us in the strength 
and power of the Holy Spirit to be fruitful and multiply in the task of making disciples of those around us and 
broadly among the nations as we proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 93-95), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 96) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from 
Church History
“ Trust is not a passive state 
of mind. It is a vigorous 
act of the soul by which 
we choose to lay hold of 
the promises of God and 
cling to them despite the 
adversity that at times 
seeks to overwhelms us.” 2 

–Jerry Bridges (1929-2016)
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in the 
DDG (pp. 93-95) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for themselves. 
Encourage One Another (p. 96) will help group members and families fellowship with one 
another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 93-95) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 1 as a part of point 1 in the 
session: Peter, James, and John recognized that the gift they were given wasn’t 
actually the amazing catch of fish. The real gift was getting to see Jesus more 
clearly and getting the opportunity to be with Him forever.

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 4: “God doesn’t love us based on our performance. He knows we will sin. 
And yet, He loves us because it’s who He is.” 

•  Day 5: “Sharing the gospel can be scary. Thankfully we don’t have to get rid of 
our fear in order to be faithful.” 

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 96) will 
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and 
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to challenge one another to pursue relationships for 
the purpose of sharing the gospel and calling others to repentance. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Unit 20, Session 4: Jesus Calls His Disciples

Point 1:   Jesus calls His disciples to trust His leading 
(Luke 5:3-7).

“Peter speaks from two perspectives. First, Peter the fisherman speaks as he notes the lack 
of success his crew had on the previous evening. The participle chosen to express their 
labor … (translated, ‘we’ve worked hard’), refers to wearisome work. The plural reference 
almost certainly includes Andrew, and possibly James and John (5:7,10). They had 
worked to the bone, but had caught nothing. Though night was the best time to fish, last 
night had been fruitless. So Jesus’ daytime request that they cast their nets has two strikes 
against it. The description of the premiracle conditions is common to these accounts and 
serves to set up the action’s greatness when the miracle brings the reversal. Second, Peter 
the man of faith responds. Despite the fisherman’s professional view of the situation, at 
Jesus’ word Peter gives the command to his companions to cast the nets.” 3  

Point 2:   Jesus calls His disciples to fish for people 
(Luke 5:8-11).

“Peter’s realization of Jesus’s divine power and holiness through the catch of fish 
was essentially the same as that of Job (Job 42:6) and Isaiah (Isa. 6:5). James and 
John, along with Simon Peter, formed Jesus’s inner circle ([Luke] 9:28; Matt. 26:37). 
Jesus used the huge catch of fish to illustrate the kind of evangelistic impact Simon 
would have (catching people; see Acts 2:41; 4:4). Peter and the other fishermen left 
everything and followed Jesus. This thoroughgoing commitment is the essence of true 
discipleship (14:26).” 4  

Point 3:   Jesus calls His disciples to invite sinners to 
repent (Luke 5:27-32).

“[The Pharisees] asked Jesus’ disciples, ‘Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 
sinners?’ (5:30). Jesus overheard the question, and responded with a metaphor. He had 
come to bring healing, and the ones who needed healing were those who were sick, 
those who knew they were sinners (5:31-32). He had come to call them to repentance, 
but they would never hear his call if he did not associate with them. The religion of the 
Pharisees simply excluded sinners from God’s kingdom; Jesus ate and drank with them 
to show his love for them and to draw them to the kingdom.” 5  
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EDITOR

A Word from the Editor

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources




