
1 I wish you would put up with a little foolishness from 
me. Yes, do put up with me! 2 For I am jealous for you 
with a godly jealousy, because I have promised you in 
marriage to one husband—to present a pure virgin to 
Christ. 3 But I fear that, as the serpent deceived Eve by 
his cunning, your minds may be seduced from a sincere 
and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if a person comes 
and preaches another Jesus, whom we did not preach, or 
you receive a different spirit, which you had not received, 
or a different gospel, which you had not accepted, you 
put up with it splendidly! 5 Now I consider myself 
in no way inferior to those “super-apostles.” 6 Even if 
I am untrained in public speaking, I am certainly not 
untrained in knowledge. Indeed, we have in every way 
made that clear to you in everything. 7 Or did I commit 
a sin by humbling myself so that you might be exalted, 
because I preached the gospel of God to you free of 

charge? 8 I robbed other churches by taking pay from 
them to minister to you. 9 When I was present with you 
and in need, I did not burden anyone, since the brothers 
who came from Macedonia supplied my needs. I have 
kept myself, and will keep myself, from burdening you in 
any way. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting 
of mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia. 
11 Why? Because I don’t love you? God knows I do! 
12 But I will continue to do what I am doing, in order 
to deny an opportunity to those who want to be regarded 
as our equals in what they boast about. 13 For such 
people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For 
Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is 
no great surprise if his servants also disguise themselves 
as servants of righteousness. Their end will be according 
to their works.

Scripture

2 Corinthians 
11:1-15

Unit .30

Session .04

Holding Fast 
to the Gospel 
of Jesus
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Bride of Christ

The church is described as the bride of 
Christ, faithfully waiting for the day when 
Christ will return and heaven and earth 
will be one. Made up of all believers from 
all tongues and nations, the church is the 
bride that Jesus redeemed. The picture 
of a bride also speaks to the permanence 
of Christ’s relationship with the church, 
for marriage was intended by God to be 
a lasting covenant between a man and a 
woman (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:5).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

When have you been tempted to engage in risky behavior?

What are some “other gospels” 
people proclaim?
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Bride of Christ

The church is described as the bride of 
Christ, faithfully waiting for the day when 
Christ will return and heaven and earth 
will be one. Made up of all believers from 
all tongues and nations, the church is the 
bride that Jesus redeemed. The picture 
of a bride also speaks to the permanence 
of Christ’s relationship with the church, 
for marriage was intended by God to be 
a lasting covenant between a man and a 
woman (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:5).

Why are people tempted to believe in false gospels?

How do people in our culture often value the delivery of a message more 
than its content?

What are some ways we can recognize false teachers in the church?

Main Point
We must know the true gospel so 
clearly that we’re never tempted 

to believe a false gospel.
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His Story

Why must believers confront those who would preach false messages in 
the church?

Christ Connection

Jesus proclaimed that He alone is the way a person can be saved and 
come to the Father. This exclusive claim is at the heart of the gospel. 
As followers of Christ, we are to hold fast to the one true gospel of 
Jesus and proclaim it to the world as we also confront the false gospels 
preached by others.
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Our Mission

Head

What daily steps are you taking to make sure you’re familiar with the truth 
of Scripture?

When have you been tempted to believe a lie, but the truth of Scripture 
kept you from being deceived?

Heart

When have you felt protective over someone you care about? 

Do you know someone who may be struggling to see the truth? How might 
God be calling you to help them see clearly?

Hands

When have you felt like you weren’t equipped to fulfill God’s calling on 
your life?

How have you seen God’s power shine clearly through 
your weakness?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Paul loved the Corinthian church. He invested 
a year and a half in Corinth to preach and teach 
the gospel. He labored like a father to provide for 
their spiritual needs so they would grow in faith 
and godliness. But they turned on him. They chose 
to listen to some smooth-talkers who led them 
down wrong paths. Paul, however, always sought 
the purity of the church in Corinth. He considered 
it his duty to present her as a clean, holy bride for 
Christ. He pursued this goal through teaching the 
Word of God, pointing people to Jesus. 

In Ephesians 5, Paul taught on the relationship 
between husbands and wives, which serves as a 
picture of the relationship between Jesus and His 
church. In verses 25-27, Paul says that Jesus gave 
Himself to save His bride from sin, cleansing 
her with the washing of water by the Word—to 
present the church to Himself as a pure bride. Paul 
saw himself as a spiritual father to the Corinthian 
believers, but he also knew he was a vessel through 
whom the Lord accomplished His mission. May 
we be mindful of the same—we work hard in faith 
knowing the Lord is working through us.  

How will you prioritize the Word of 
God in your life for your purity and 
that of your church?

Day 1

2 Corinthians 
11:1-4
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Growing up, I lived across the street from 
my grandparents. Occasionally my mother and 
grandmother would pick things up from the store at 
the other’s request. Then came the time for settling 
up. I recall one occasion when Mom handed me 
some money to take to Grandmother. When I 
showed it to Grandmother, she told me to take it 
back to Mom, who sent me back with it once more. 
The second time, Grandmother told me to keep it. 
I liked taking money to Grandmother to settle my 
mom’s debts.

My mom was a little frustrated with the situation, 
but she never doubted her mom’s love, which was 
evident in Grandmother’s refusal to take the money 
in the first place. The Corinthians, on the other 
hand, were led to misinterpret Paul’s refusal to take 
payment for his ministry. But what they viewed as 
a contractual obligation was actually the action of 
a loving father to care for his children in the faith.

What are some ways you can 
sacrifice out of love for others?

Day 2

2 Corinthians 
11:5-11

Paul made the personal choice to refuse pay for 
his ministry. As long as he preached the gospel 
in a city, it seems he denied their monetary 
support, choosing instead to support himself as 
a tent-maker (Acts 18:1-4; 20:34; 1 Cor. 4:12; 
1 Thess. 2:9). But he would receive support from 
churches in different cities. In particular, Paul 
praised the Philippian church for their support, 
by which the Lord used to meet Paul’s needs 
(Phil. 4:10-20). In refusing pay, Paul refused to be a 
burden to the churches he was planting. Some may 
have accused him of being a fraud or a swindler—
like the “super-apostles”—and Paul wanted there to 
be no hindrance to the gospel. He also wanted to 
make sure that no one, because they had funded 
his work, stopped his sharing of the pure gospel. 
Instead of taking pay, he chose to set a sacrificial 
example, just as Jesus did.

How will you support those who 
are called to proclaim the gospel, 
both in your church and throughout 
the world?

Day 3

2 Corinthians 
11:12-15
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The “super-apostles” boasted in their heritage as 
Jews. They boasted in their education, training, 
and skill as public speakers. They expected pay 
for their “ministry.” And they arrogantly lorded 
their authority over the Corinthians. Paul, on the 
other hand, though he shared their same heritage, 
called it foolish to boast in it. He was an authority 
due to his knowledge of the gospel, but he let his 
preaching and its results speak for themselves.

Whereas the “super-apostles” boasted in their 
lofty position, Paul boasted in his weaknesses and 
sufferings. In his weakness, the Lord’s strength 
shined through. In his sufferings, he followed in 
the steps of his Savior, who suffered on the cross for 
our salvation. One sounds like Jesus, and the other 
does not. The goal of discipleship is to become like 
the teacher. Those who follow Jesus must deny 
themselves, take up their cross daily, and follow 
Jesus (Luke 9:23). The call to follow Jesus is a call 
to suffering.

How should you rely upon Christ’s 
strengths through your weaknesses?

Day 4

2 Corinthians 
11:16-33

Having boasted about weaknesses and sufferings, 
even fleeing from a threat against his life 
(2 Cor. 11:32-33), Paul subtly boasted about 
profound visions and revelations from the Lord—
the kind of experiences that would move someone 
to boast. To temper the human inclination toward 
pride, the Lord allowed a messenger of Satan 
to torment Paul. This could have been a specific 
temptation, a physical ailment, or possibly the 
enemies of the faith that kept showing up to 
frustrate his ministry. Either way, Paul took the 
matter to God, who is sovereign over all things, 
even the messengers of Satan. Paul concluded 
that his ministry would thrive better if this thorn 
were removed. God, of course, knew better. This 
metaphorical thorn was painful, yet purposeful, 
similar to Jesus’ crucifixion. Paul prayed for the 
thorn to be removed, just as Jesus prayed for the 
cup of God’s wrath to pass from Him (Luke 22:4). 
In both cases, God had different plans. Jesus went 
to the cross, where He died so that we may live, and 
Paul proclaimed the sufficiency of God’s grace to 
overcome and shine through our weaknesses.

How might your weaknesses allow 
for God’s power to shine more clearly 
through your life?

Day 5

2 Corinthians 
12:1-13
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