
3 As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from 
heaven suddenly flashed around him. 4 Falling to the 
ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul 
said. “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,” he replied. 
6 “But get up and go into the city, and you will be told 
what you must do.” 7 The men who were traveling with 
him stood speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no 
one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes 
were open, he could see nothing. So they took him by 
the hand and led him into Damascus. 9 He was unable 
to see for three days and did not eat or drink. 10 There 
was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” “Here I am, Lord,” he 
replied. 11 “Get up and go to the street called Straight,” 
the Lord said to him, “to the house of Judas, and ask for 
a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. 
12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming 
in and placing his hands on him so that he may regain 

his sight.” 13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard 
from many people about this man, how much harm he 
has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And he has 
authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who call 
on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for 
this man is my chosen instrument to take my name to 
Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 16 I will show him how 
much he must suffer for my name.” 17 Ananias went 
and entered the house. He placed his hands on him and 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that 
you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18 At once something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was 
baptized. 19 And after taking some food, he regained 
his strength. Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for 
some time. 20 Immediately he began proclaiming Jesus 
in the synagogues: “He is the Son of God.”

Scripture

Acts 9:3-20

Unit .30

Session .02

Confronted 
by the Gospel 
of Jesus
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Calling

The calling of God to salvation happens 
in two ways: externally through the 
proclamation of the gospel and internally 
through the Holy Spirit working in the 
heart of the person who hears. Both of 
these callings are essential, and both work 
together to bring someone to faith in 
Christ (2 Tim. 1:8-10).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

When have you thought that someone may be beyond God using them for 
His mission?

How has God communicated to you 
in a clear and powerful way through 
His Word?
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Calling

The calling of God to salvation happens 
in two ways: externally through the 
proclamation of the gospel and internally 
through the Holy Spirit working in the 
heart of the person who hears. Both of 
these callings are essential, and both work 
together to bring someone to faith in 
Christ (2 Tim. 1:8-10).

What are some unexpected ways you have seen God work in your life or the 
lives of others?

Why are we quick to discount some people God might otherwise use in a 
powerful way?

Main Point
Jesus speaks clearly through  

His Word, calling all people to  
join Him in His mission.

Christ Connection

The conversion and calling of Saul is a demonstration of God’s power 
to save. Through an encounter with the crucified and risen Jesus, 
this once-hardened persecutor of God’s people began his journey to 
becoming perhaps the greatest missionary the world has ever known. 
Only the gospel can transform a public opponent of Christ into a 
fervent witness to His salvation.
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In Defense

Some people are prone to say things like, “God told me,” or, “God said.” We need 
to be very careful when we hear (or especially use!) this kind of language. The 
Bible teaches that God spoke through creation (Rom. 1:20), revealing Himself—
His divine nature and eternal power—such that people can’t deny His existence. 
Further, God spoke through the prophets, revealing a clearer picture of Himself, 
as well as His expectations for how we are to live to reflect His nature (Heb. 1:1). 
Finally, God gave us the clearest picture of Himself in the person of Jesus—the 
perfect Word of God (Heb. 1:2; John 1:1-4,14). God has spoken definitively and 
finally through Jesus. Therefore, sometimes when people say, “God said,” they’re 
elevating their thoughts, impressions, or convictions to a level very similar to the 
special revelation of God—the Scriptures. God certainly still speaks uniquely to 
people through the Holy Spirit, but the Bible is complete, and God no longer 
speaks in an authoritative God-said manner as He did through Scripture.

His Story

How have you seen God take enemies (or those who didn’t see eye to eye) 
and make them brothers and sisters in Christ?
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Our Mission

Head

When has God called you to do something that required courage and trust 
in Him?

How have you proven that you’re willing to do bold things for God? 

Heart

How does knowing that Paul suffered for the mission of Jesus make 
you feel?

What is your gut reaction knowing God has called you to the same mission? 

Hands

How have you been motivated through reading about Saul’s conversion? 

When have you lived in a way you’d describe as “radical”?
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Daily 
Devotions

God can change anyone. Many would said, “You 
don’t know me. You don’t know the things I’ve 
done. You have no idea how far from God I am.” 
This may be true. But what is absolutely true is that 
no one is beyond the reach of our Lord. Sin has a 
way of wearing us down, but for those willing to 
turn from sin, Jesus is there to offer forgiveness and 
restoration. Whereas nobody else may know all of 
our sins, Jesus does, and still He loves us. The call 
of this passage is for the willful surrender of our 
lives to His work. We don’t need to be knocked to 
the ground to realize that the resurrected Jesus is in 
control. Saul’s story shows us the power of Jesus, 
and calls us to submit to God’s great call.

If you have already submitted to God’s call of 
salvation through faith in Jesus, then marvel at 
the grace of God to reach out to sinners—even 
enemies. We were once far from God, but God’s 
grace reached us, and now He wants to reach others 
through His people.  

What areas of your life need to 
be surrendered willfully to Jesus 
Christ today?

Day 1

Acts 
9:1-9

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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We may struggle to believe it, but God can change 
even our worst enemies. God can take someone 
who lives in ways totally opposed to God’s purposes 
and transform them to be used for His service.

In the hands of God, all people are incredibly 
valuable and useful for His purposes. Despite his 
fears and misconceptions, Ananias was changed 
when God called him to lay hands on Saul. Saul 
would soon be rejected by the religious elite and 
viewed with suspicion by the young church. Yet 
these Saul and Ananias were connected by the 
promise of the gospel: God can change anybody, 
even the people who already think they’ve 
been transformed.

Have you ever told God no? What 
limits have you placed on God’s call 
for your life? Pray that God would 
change your heart.

Day 2

Acts 
9:10-16

One act of radical obedience can advance the 
gospel. We know that. At times, we might struggle 
with how small acts of obedience may seem 
unimportant or that we might not get any credit. 
However, we should never serve God for the credit 
we might receive from people. Instead, we should 
strive to play our part in God’s plans, no matter 
how small or insignificant the might seem.

Ananias doesn’t get a whole lot of attention in 
Scripture, but about half of the New Testament 
comes from the man whom God used him to 
commission. We need more people willing to serve 
like Ananias. Even though our lives may go largely 
unnoticed, we can know that God is able to use us 
to impact others on a large scale.

When have you been tempted to 
serve in order to receive recognition? 
How can you make sure to serve 
for the praise of God instead of the 
praise of people?

Day 3

Acts 
9:17-20
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Is gospel transformation evident in your life? Our 
progress in the gospel should be identifiable, both 
individually and corporately as a church family. 
The church represents Christ well when the change 
we demonstrate is authentic and in stark contrast to 
the ways we once lived before knowing Jesus. These 
new servants testify to the awesome power of God 
to change the human heart.

Now imagine the Christians in Damascus. Surely 
they were amazed at what they witnessed in the 
life of Saul. May our Christian witness be powerful 
in encouraging the church and challenging the 
perspectives of those who are enemies of the cross 
of Christ.

How does your life challenge 
unbelievers to evaluate the claims 
of Christ?

Day 4

Acts 
9:21-25

Everybody needs a Barnabas, whose name means 
“son of encouragement.” There are people in all our 
lives who were willing to invest in a big way, even 
taking a few chances on us, that we would grow in 
Christ. But just as we need someone to invest in 
us, we also need to invest in others. We all need 
support and encouragement, and God has called 
us to offer these things to our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Part of our being devoted to God is 
devoting ourselves to others. We honor Jesus when 
we care for those who are part of His body.

We see this truth illustrated in the ways the early 
church cared for Paul, who had only recently 
threatened and persecuted the church. If not for 
the grace of God demonstrated through Ananias, 
or the encouragement of Barnabas, we would have 
no Apostle Paul. Our support and encouragement 
can make a powerful difference in the lives of 
others. Let’s all be encouragers!

What person has God placed in your 
life for you to encourage?

Day 5

Acts 
9:26-30
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