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26 An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip: “Get up and 
go south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 
to Gaza.” (This is the desert road.) 27 So he got up 
and went. There was an Ethiopian man, a eunuch and 
high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 
was in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
worship in Jerusalem 28 and was sitting in his chariot 
on his way home, reading the prophet Isaiah aloud. 
29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go and join that chariot.” 
30 When Philip ran up to it, he heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand 
what you’re reading?” 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless 
someone guides me?” So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. 32 Now the Scripture passage he 
was reading was this: He was led like a sheep to the 
slaughter, and as a lamb is silent before its shearer, so 
he does not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation 

justice was denied him. Who will describe his 
generation? For his life is taken from the earth. 
34 The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who is the 
prophet saying this about—himself or someone else?” 
35 Philip proceeded to tell him the good news about 
Jesus, beginning with that Scripture. 36 As they were 
traveling down the road, they came to some water. The 
eunuch said, “Look, there’s water. What would keep 
me from being baptized?” 38 So he ordered the chariot 
to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down 
into the water, and he baptized him. 39 When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried 
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him any longer 
but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip appeared in 
Azotus, and he was traveling and preaching the gospel 
in all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Scripture

Acts 8:26-40
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Intro Options

Option 1

Tell your students to imagine they are part of the first crew to visit Mars. Because of limited space, they 
may only take one item that can fit in a suitcase. What would they take? Let students share their answers.

Repeat the exercise, this time imagining you are going on vacation for two weeks. What would they 
take? Why?

Repeat the exercise one more time. Have them imagine they are going to witness to people who’d never 
heard of Jesus. They are allowed to take one item to use as a teaching tool. What do they choose? Why?

Commend any good ideas the students have. How many students chose to bring a Bible with them 
as they witnessed? Share that in today’s lesson, they’ll see Philip used the Scriptures as a tool to teach the 
eunuch. In the same way, we should strive to be faithful to show Jesus through Scripture, since all the 
Scriptures are about him.

Option 2

Form students into small groups and give a hypothetical task to complete. For example, they could be 
required to start an orphanage in India, or they might have to change their career choice.

Ask the students to make a plan on how they will accomplish their task, and have them come up with 
a list of the things or desires they are willing to give up to accomplish their task. 

Allow for the students to share their plans with the larger group, and pay special attention to what 
they were willing to give up to accomplish their plans.

• Why are willing to sacrifice certain things?

Share with the students that in today’s lesson, we’ll see how Philip was ready and willing to do whatever 
it took to carry out God’s instructions for him. If we want to follow God and live in obedience, we must 
be able to make sacrifices for His sake. 

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit leads 

us to proclaim the 
gospel so that others 

might be saved.
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 80, DDG)

Preservation of Scripture
God has chosen to reveal Himself to humanity through the text of Scripture, having 
inspired it and ensured that it is free from error. God has also made sure throughout the 
course of history that the biblical text is faithfully preserved for future generations. Our 
belief in the preservation of Scripture is supported by investigation into how the canon 
of Scripture was formed and how manuscripts were faithfully transmitted throughout 
the centuries.

Read Acts 8:26-29.   

Athletics plays a major part of many students’ lives during the school year. When a team is formed, players and a 
coach are required. The coach teaches fundamentals and draws up the plays, then it’s up to the players to follow 
through on the plan. 

• When in your life have you experienced success by following someone else’s 
plan and instructions?

When it comes to living by faith, this same principle applies. God has, through His Word, taught us the things we 
know, and He’s drawn up the plays which we’re now called to follow through on. However, many players in the game 
sometimes choose not to follow through on God’s plans. Instead we often run our own plays. We all know that, if 
the players on the field, the team would lose every time. Yet, for some reason, we sometimes fail to see that this same 
principle applies in our spiritual lives. If we want to experience victory, we must follow through on the Lord’s plans. 

When God delivered His instructions to Philip, He did so with authority and a sense of urgency. His commands in 
this passage remind us that God does not make suggestions or proposals—He expects obedience. Yet, far too often 
we want to acknowledge Jesus as Savior without submitting to Him as Lord. By contrast, the immediate obedience 
of Philip is striking. He did not delay, question, or ask for greater detail. He simply got up and went.

• What are some reasons we might struggle to obey the Lord’s commands?

We may not hear directly from an angel like Philip did, but we do hear directly from God through His Word. In 
Scripture, there are many things that are clear, including our call to share the gospel. When God calls us to share the 
gospel, He directs us to all kinds of people. For Philip, the gospel’s destination was the heart of an Ethiopian eunuch 
who was an official in the court of his African queen. This is such a reminder that the gospel is meant for those with 
great influence as well as for the lowliest in society. It is applicable in both the rural countryside and the bustling city. 
God desires for the gospel to be carried to all people, and He’s called us to be the ones to declare it.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Acts 8

“Philip was so in touch with the Spirit that he was not only flexible as to how the Holy Spirit would lead, but as to 
where the Spirit would use him. And he was obedient. Put yourself in Philip’s place. You are not one of the Twelve or 
the Big Three, but you really have something going in the Samaritan crusade. Simon the magician has been defeated. 
The entire town thinks your message is God’s truth and knows you are from God. It is a happy time—a marvelous 
revival, and suddenly the Lord tells you to take a hike to, of all places, the desert! Philip went from an exciting city 
and a growing congregation to a lonely desert road and a congregation of one. It would have been so easy to be 
discouraged. ‘Lord, do you really want me to go to the desert? There is nothing there but lizards. Have I not proved 
myself worthy of a broader ministry? I have been faithful in the small things—I even waited on the widows. And 
now the desert? Lord . . .!’ But that is not how Philip responded. He was ready to serve anywhere anytime. This is a 
great example to emulate. ... From ground level we see the role of human obedience. Would the eunuch have been 
saved even if Philip had disobeyed? The question is irrelevant. God chooses to use human obedience to carry out his 
plan. Exactly whom he uses or how is incidental. As Lloyd Ogilvie says, ‘The Lord of all creation has ordained that 
he would do his work through us. Our seeking the Spirit’s guidance and obeying what he wants us to do and say is 
the way he works to bless the world.’ God’s sovereign work plus man’s obedience brings the touch of God to needy 
human lives. Put another way, there are all kinds of “chance” meetings ready to take place in a life that is sensitive 
and obedient to God’s leading.”1

COMMENTARY

In Defense (p. 82, DDG)

We may hear people say things like, “God doesn’t need us to accomplish His purposes, but 
He chooses to use us anyway.” Some take this idea so far as to say that God will accomplish 
His purposes no matter what we do. In a certain sense, these both are true. However, we 
need to understand that He has chosen to use His people to reflect His nature and declare 
His message. For lost people to be saved, they must hear the message of the gospel, believing 
it in a way that transforms their lives. For people to know Jesus and to hear the gospel, God’s 
people must declare it. God has called all of His people—that’s you and me—to carry out 
Jesus’ mission of declaring the gospel to the nations (Rom. 10).

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit leads 

us to proclaim the 
gospel so that others 

might be saved.
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Read Acts 8:30-35.

While the eunuch was sitting in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah, but he struggled to understand its 
meaning. God was already at work before Philip came to the chariot—the Lord was softening the heart of this 
eunuch through His Word even as He was sending Philip to speak the gospel to him. When we obey God’s command 
to evangelize, we will discover that God has already arranged the circumstances. The results aren’t up to us—but the 
choice to obey is. God is at work. Therefore, we should move with urgency to share the gospel. 

Philip wanted to know if the eunuch understood what he was reading in Isaiah about the Suffering Servant 
(Isa. 53:7-8). The eunuch’s answer reflects the universal condition of all humanity: How is the world to understand 
the meaning of the Scriptures without guidance? In his response, Philip demonstrated what it means to be a faithful 
witness with the Scriptures. Evangelism is not merely an explanation of the text but the proclamation of Jesus Christ 
about whom all the Scriptures speak. 

Every book of the Bible points to Jesus. We don’t have to force Christ into the narrative of Scripture—He is already 
there. It is our responsibility to help others see how Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises and the only way to 
be saved. 

• How have you witnessed God preparing the heart of someone to hear and 
believe the gospel?

Read Acts 8:36-40.

As Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch approached water, the new believer asked to be baptized. There is nothing 
supernatural or magical about the water—baptism is an act of obedience to Jesus’ command, and serves as a testimony 
to the world that identify with Jesus. The gospel message demands a response of allegiance. Baptism must be our 
response. Another is proclaiming the gospel to the world.

• How is baptism a response of allegiance to Christ?

Jesus died on the cross to save sinners, just as the Scriptures foretold. As we live in wholehearted obedience to Jesus, 
declaring the truth of the gospel, many will hear, some will believe, and God will receive the glory He deserves. 

• Why is sharing the gospel a matter of obedience? 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 81, DDG)  Christ Connection

The Ethiopian eunuch was familiar with the Old Testament prophets but was 
unable to understand how their message was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Philip was led 
by the Holy Spirit to help the eunuch understand how Jesus died on the cross for 
our sins and was raised from the dead, in accordance with the ancient prophecies. 
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Acts 8

8:35 “Verse 37 … is not found in the early manuscripts of Acts and seems to be a later scribal addition. It is given 
in a footnote [in many translations] and consists of a profession of faith on the part of the eunuch. Evidently a scribe 
felt this was lacking and so provided the missing confession of faith. He did not need to do so. Luke had summarized 
Philip’s sharing the gospel with the eunuch in v. 35, and one can assume it included an appeal for the eunuch to 
respond. The eunuch’s desire for baptism would indicate a favorable response to Philip’s appeal. The added verse, 
however, has considerable value. It seems to embody a very early Christian baptismal confession where the one 
baptizing asked the candidate if he believed in Christ with all his heart, to which the candidate would respond by 
confessing Jesus Christ as the Son of God.”2

COMMENTARY

(p. 81, DDG)  Christ Connection

The Ethiopian eunuch was familiar with the Old Testament prophets but was 
unable to understand how their message was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Philip was led 
by the Holy Spirit to help the eunuch understand how Jesus died on the cross for 
our sins and was raised from the dead, in accordance with the ancient prophecies. 

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit leads 

us to proclaim the 
gospel so that others 

might be saved.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

Why is it so important that we understand the gospel? 

How would you share the gospel with someone who doesn’t know Christ or who 
doesn’t understand the Bible?

Heart

On a scale of 1 to 10, how is your life characterized by obedience to God? Why? 

When you obey God’s Word, is it out of obligation or out of your love for God and 
others? Explain.

Hands

How has God called you to obey Him right now? Have you followed through? Why 
or why not? 

Who is someone that needs to hear the gospel? How can you take action in sharing 
the good news this week?  
 

Our Mission 
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Head

As followers of Christ, carrying out His mission on earth, it is important that we have a firm understanding of the 
gospel. Thinking of the gospel as a story of four chapters might be helpful:

• Creation: God created the world as the perfect environment to live in relationship with His people. 
• Fall: Adam and Eve chose to do things their own way rather than live by faith in obedience to God. This resulted 

in our separation from God and a sinful nature that we can’t get rid of on our own. 
• Redemption: Jesus, through His life, death, and resurrection, paid the price we could not pay and set us free 

from sin’s consequences.
• Restoration: One day Jesus will restore all that sin has broken, and we will be part of His kingdom for eternity  

in the new heaven and earth,.

Foundational to loving Jesus and following Him is understanding the message of the gospel. Let’s make it a point to 
study, memorize, and live it out in our lives every day.

Heart

At times, we may do the things God has called us to do out of obligation. At other times, we may not obey at all. 
And when it comes to seeking opportunities to share our faith, we could do a better job. When we look at Philip’s 
example, it’s clear that the way he lived out his faith wasn’t a matter of obligation. When the Spirit said get up and 
go, Philip went. When the Spirit said join the chariot, Philip ran to the chariot. Philip’s obedience, specifically his 
sharing the gospel, was the expression of his heart’s desires. We need to live out the things to which God has called 
us, and we need to pray continually that He would help us to obey from a heart of devotion. 

Hands

When the angel spoke to Philip, calling him to get up and go south from Jerusalem, Philip did exactly what God 
called him to do. Philip was chosen to care for the practical needs of vulnerable people in the church. He’d proven 
in the way he lived that he loved people, and this flowed out of his love for God. It was natural for him to act when 
God called, because Philip was devoted to God’s purposes, no matter what was asked of Him. When God calls us, 
we need to be ready to do the same thing as Philip. The first step is to listen continually to God’s voice through the 
Scriptures. Next, we must commit to doing whatever is asked of us. The final step is simple—live it out.

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit leads us to 

proclaim the gospel so that 
others might be saved.  
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