
26 An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip: “Get up and 
go south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” (This is the desert road.) 27 So he got up and 
went. There was an Ethiopian man, a eunuch and high 
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to worship in 
Jerusalem 28 and was sitting in his chariot on his way 
home, reading the prophet Isaiah aloud. 29 The Spirit 
told Philip, “Go and join that chariot.” 30 When Philip 
ran up to it, he heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, 
and said, “Do you understand what you’re reading?” 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone guides me?” 
So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32 Now the Scripture passage he was reading was this: 
He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb is 
silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who will 
describe his generation? For his life is taken from the 
earth. 34 The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who 
is the prophet saying this about—himself or someone 
else?” 35 Philip proceeded to tell him the good news 
about Jesus, beginning with that Scripture. 36 As they 
were traveling down the road, they came to some water. 
The eunuch said, “Look, there’s water. What would keep 
me from being baptized?” 38 So he ordered the chariot 
to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into 
the water, and he baptized him. 39 When they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 
away, and the eunuch did not see him any longer but 
went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip appeared in Azotus, 
and he was traveling and preaching the gospel in all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea.
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Preservation 
of Scripture

God has chosen to reveal Himself to 
humanity through the text of Scripture, 
having inspired it and ensured that it is 
free from error. God has also made sure 
throughout the course of history that 
the biblical text is faithfully preserved 
for future generations. Our belief in the 
preservation of Scripture is supported 
by investigation into how the canon of 
Scripture was formed and how manuscripts 
were faithfully transmitted throughout 
the centuries.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

When in your life have you experienced success by following someone else’s 
plan and instructions?

What are some reasons we 
might struggle to obey the Lord’s 
commands?
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of Scripture

God has chosen to reveal Himself to 
humanity through the text of Scripture, 
having inspired it and ensured that it is 
free from error. God has also made sure 
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for future generations. Our belief in the 
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Scripture was formed and how manuscripts 
were faithfully transmitted throughout 
the centuries.

How have you witnessed God preparing the heart of someone to hear and 
believe the gospel?

 How is baptism a response of allegiance to Christ?

Christ Connection

The Ethiopian eunuch was familiar with the Old Testament prophets 
but was unable to understand how their message was fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. Philip was led by the Holy Spirit to help the eunuch understand 
how Jesus died on the cross for our sins and was raised from the dead, 
in accordance with the ancient prophecies.
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Main Point
 The Holy Spirit leads us to 

proclaim the gospel so that 
others might be saved.



In Defense

We may hear people say things like, “God doesn’t need us to accomplish His 
purposes, but He chooses to use us anyway.” Some take this idea so far as to say 
that God will accomplish His purposes no matter what we do. In a certain sense, 
these both are true. However, we need to understand very clearly that He has 
chosen to use His people to reflect His nature and declare His message in order to 
accomplish His purposes. For lost people to be saved, they must hear the message 
of the gospel, believing it in a way that transforms their lives. For people to know 
Jesus and to hear the gospel, God’s people must declare it. God has called all 
of His people—that’s you and me—to carry out Jesus’ mission of declaring the 
gospel to the nations.

His Story

Why is sharing the gospel a matter of obedience?
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Our Mission

Head

 Why is it so important that we understand the gospel? 

How would you share the gospel with someone who doesn’t know Christ or 
who doesn’t understand the Bible?

Heart

On a scale of 1 to 10, how is your life characterized by obedience to 
God? Why?

When you obey God’s Word, is it out of obligation or out of your love for God 
and others? Explain.

Hands

How has God called you to obey Him right now? Have you followed 
through? Why or why not?

Who is someone that needs to hear the gospel? How can you take action in 
sharing the good news this week?
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Daily 
Devotions

We are prone to think persecution against 
Christians is limited to government laws that make 
practicing the faith illegal. But it can reach much 
closer to home than these examples. The terror 
inflicted on the early church came from within its 
religious heritage. Saul the Pharisee was thoroughly 
educated in the Scriptures, zealous for the Jewish 
faith, and a devoted student of the tradition. Yet 
he was blind to the movement of God. Jesus and 
the New Testament writers even warned against 
false teachers infiltrating and distracting His 
church (Matt. 24:9-13; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). Our greatest 
opponents may be those we once considered allies. 
Even worse, we ourselves can hinder the spread of 
the gospel if we aren’t aligned with God’s purposes.

So let us pray: Lord, help me to see evangelism as 
central to my Christian identity. May my sharing 
of the gospel find its root in a heart that is first 
captivated by You. I surrender my mind and will 
to Yours. May I stand amazed at the miraculous 
outcomes of the gospel shared. And make me eager 
to experience the power of Your Holy Spirit.  

How can you prepare for and respond 
to false teachers in the church?

Day 1

Acts 
8:1-8

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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“Everybody has their price.” At least, that’s what 
they say, and that’s the principle that governed 
Simon’s thinking. When Simon saw the apostles 
laying their hands on people, and that the Holy 
Spirit was blessing them, he wanted to be able to do 
these same things. So Simon offered money to the 
apostles. We live in a world where, if we’re willing 
to pay the right price, we can get anything we want. 
But this is not the way it works with God. Whereas 
worldly money may be able to buy worldly things, 
it certainly can’t buy spiritual blessings. The only 
currency valuable enough to pay for the blessings 
of God is the blood of Jesus. If we ever think we 
can pay the price—with money, with good works, 
or with anything else—we demonstrate that we’ve 
desperately misunderstood God’s standards. We 
need to be very careful that we don’t presume upon 
God’s grace and, like Simon, be destroyed along 
with the things with which we think we can buy 
God’s favor.

What does your life say about what 
you truly value? How will you live to 
demonstrate that Jesus is of highest 
worth to you?

Day 2

Acts 
8:9-25

Philip’s example in this passage serves as an 
encouragement, and a challenge, for us all. 
God called and Philip listened and he went—
immediately. Phillip didn’t question God or make 
any excuses. Instead, he obeyed, and with the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance and help, so can we. But how 
often do we listen and obey? For most of us, not 
as often as we should. As we grow up, the Lord 
has a way of revealing to us what really matters. 
Even as teenagers, you’re probably learning some 
of these lessons. The things that matter most aren’t 
popularity, clothes, cars, money, or even education. 
It’s okay to enjoy all good things that God gives to 
us. But what’s more important is that we use all 
we’ve been given to bless others and honor God. 
What really matters is our faithful obedience to 
God’s call on our lives. Wherever you are today, say 
yes to God. It’s only on the other side of saying 
yes to God where we find the miraculous moments 
only faithful, obedient people will enjoy.

Where is God calling you to go, and 
what is God calling you to do today?

Day 3

Acts 
8:26-29
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Imagine Philip’s surprise at finding a stranger on 
a desert road reading from a scroll of Isaiah about 
a prophecy of the coming Messiah. Yet God 
orchestrated this meeting and its details. God has 
given His Word to this world, and He sends it out 
to be effective in cutting through to the hearts of 
sinners. But, according to His design, God works 
through His people to accomplish this gospel work.

Thank God for the preachers and teachers who 
faithfully explain the Word of God. There have 
been countless times when people who were tired 
and confused, wanting answers from God, just 
“happened” to encounter a Christian ready to help 
them understand God’s purposes. May we, like 
Philip, put ourselves in positions to offer spiritual 
help to those who need it, continually prepared 
to share about the hope of Jesus as revealed in the 
Scriptures. To do this, we must understand our 
need for the Holy Spirit. He is the one with the 
power to open the eyes of the spiritually blind, 
and He is the real teacher who uses us to explain 
the Scriptures.

What role do the Scriptures play 
in your efforts to share the gospel 
with others?

Day 4

Acts 
8:30-35

Once we discover God’s gracious gift of Jesus, the 
only appropriate response is to commit every part 
of our lives to Him. It’s all about Him. If we’re 
not wholeheartedly devoted to Jesus, we must ask 
ourselves: “What prevents us from committing 
to Him?

Philip committed himself to obeying God’s call.  
Because of this, the Ethiopian eunuch believed 
and asked to be baptized. Once he was baptized, 
he went on his way rejoicing. After Philip shared 
the gospel and affirmed a new believer in Christ, 
he again went where the Spirit led him, preaching 
the gospel all the way. God the Father, through His 
Holy Spirit, calls people to believe in Jesus, and 
to obey Him with our lives. God graciously saves 
sinners. Commit yourself to Him now.

What commitment will you make to 
following Jesus through the power of 
the Holy Spirit?

Day 5

Acts 
8:36-40
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