
Unit .29

Session .04

Living out 
the Gospel 
of Jesus

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but does not have works? Can such 
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without 
clothes and lacks daily food 16 and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace, stay warm, and be well fed,” but 
you don’t give them what the body needs, what good is 
it? 17 In the same way faith, if it does not have works, is 
dead by itself. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, 
and I have works.” Show me your faith without works, 
and I will show you faith by my works. 19 You believe 
that God is one. Good! Even the demons believe—and 
they shudder. 20 Senseless person! Are you willing to 
learn that faith without works is useless? 21 Wasn’t 

Abraham our father justified by works in offering Isaac 
his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active 
together with his works, and by works, faith was made 
complete, 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness, and he was called God’s friend. 24 You 
see that a person is justified by works and not by faith 
alone. 25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute 
also justified by works in receiving the messengers and 
sending them out by a different route? 26 For just as 
the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 
works is dead.

Scripture

James 2:14-26
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Intro Options

Option 1

Break your students into small groups to perform skits. Here’s the scenario: one person in the skit has 
just won a million-dollar lottery. He is coming to the appropriate office to claim their winnings, but he 
has to prove his identity. How does he do so? Encourage students to come up with creative and different 
ways the person might prove his or her identity. Apart from using an ID or driver’s license, what other 
methods might they use? Let them prepare and share their skits.

Talk about what methods people used (friends as witnesses, maybe answering questions only they 
would know). In all these instances, did what the people did or brought to prove their identity make 
them the winner? No, it only proved they were indeed the winners. If a stranger had the winner’s driver’s 
license, that stranger couldn’t claim the prize; the driver’s license doesn’t win the prize. The winner’s 
identity does. The driver’s license only authenticates the winner’s identity. In the same way, as our lesson 
today will show, our works do not save us, but they do prove that we are saved. Works show our faith 
lived out, just like a driver’s license or a witness shows our true identity.

Option 2

Divide the students up into small groups and give each group a scenario where they can live out their 
faith before others. Some examples might be an elderly neighbor struggling to take care of his home, a 
single mom who is struggling to make ends meet, or a kid in class who doesn’t have any friends. Give 
the students three minutes to come up with a way not only to serve those people, but also to share the 
gospel with them based on their plan of action. For example, if they plan to befriend the lonely kid at 
school and take him out to a movie, the students might share the gospel by emphasizing the fact that we 
can be a part of God’s family.

Talk with the students about how today’s lesson will deal with our faith being put into action through 
our works, and how we have the opportunity to point others to Christ by the ways we live. 

Main Point:
True faith is always 

demonstrated in the 
way we live.
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Read James 2:14-17.   

“Less talk and more action.” This phrase lines up well with the Book of James, a faith-fueled letter about love in 
action.“Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (Jas. 1:22). James encouraged his poor 
brothers and sisters to suffer injustice in such a way that their steadfast faith served as an example to their oppressors. 

• How do our actions prove our faith in Christ?

James also rebuked the rich for showing favoritism (2:1-9). For James, and all the Apostles, how we treat the 
marginalized of society is an indicator of our faith. James understood that, through the redemptive work of Jesus, 
the barriers that separate people based on ethnicity, class, and gender have been crucified on the cross of Jesus (1 
Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11). Therefore, God’s people should treat each other with love and dignity as brothers 
and sisters.

James wrote to the Jewish believers telling them that faith in the Messiah transforms the way they love and serve the 
vulnerable and weak. In the same way, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live righteous lives and to provide for 
the needs of our poor brothers and sisters (Jas. 2:14-17). Being gracious and generous to the poor is an act of worship, 
but the rich in these congregations were not loving their poor brothers and sisters. 

We know that neither wealth nor power is evil. However, James was speaking to people who used wealth, power, and 
privilege in the wrong way:

• To show favoritism to the wealthy over the poor (Jas. 2:1-4,9)
• To dishonor and oppress the poor both inside and outside the church family (v. 6)
• To neglect the poor by not providing food and clothing for their brothers and sisters in the household of faith 

(vv. 14-16)
• To exploit the poor through fraud and withholding wages that were rightly earned

James said those who do these things “blaspheme”—to speak of or treat irreverently—the name of Jesus (Jas. 2:7). 
James also reminds believers that God blesses us so that we would love our neighbors as ourselves. Love is not just a 
word we use, but the way we live toward others every moment in our lives. 

• What are some examples of needs people may have? As followers of Jesus, 
how should we respond to someone in need?

Read James 2:18-19.

James made clear to his audience that even the demons believe that there is one God—but they do not love God. An 
intellectual understanding is simply not enough. Our love for God is revealed in our love for our neighbors. Faith, in 
other words, is expressed by the good works we do for others. James was not bashing the rich for being imperfect; he 
was rebuking them for blaspheming Jesus by not repenting of the ways they had treated the poor (Jas. 2:6-7). One 
of the signs of true saving faith—a faith that justifies—is love for our neighbor regardless of their status in society.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 72, DDG)

Justification and Works
Justification is not the result of human effort or good works but through faith in the 
righteousness of Christ. Although good works do not lead to justification, justification 
leads to good works in the life of a believer (Eph. 2:10). Faith without works is dead 
(Jas. 2:17). While good works do not establish justification, they do verify a genuine 
faith and make our justification evident to others.

James 2

“James turns to another realistic example to illustrate what he means when he speaks of the need for our actions to 
match what we claim to believe (2:14). Suppose there is someone in the church who is in desperate need of food 
or clothing. Other believers wish them well and pronounce blessings on them, but don’t lift a finger to meet their 
physical needs. In this case, the believers’ faith is just talk (2:15-16; see also Matt. 25:41-46). Merely talking about 
doing good or wishing people well is not the same as obeying the fundamental command to love one’s neighbor. 
Faith that is not accompanied by practical action is not a living faith but is dead (2:17).”1

“The indirect interlocutor, the man who “claims to have faith,” is crucial for James’s argument. A person might say 
he or she has faith, but what is that claim without the deeds that reveal all authentic faith? Mere profession, because 
of sin, does not count. The faith Jesus lived and taught is at stake. Acts of mercy are the only demonstration of faith. 
The implied claimant does not say, ‘I have no deeds’; rather to James and any other observers, none are in evidence. 
James’s deeds of faith are not at all what Paul meant by ‘works of the law.’ The question James placed before his 
hearers is very different from the issues before Paul. James was concerned with the demonstration of faith in Jesus 
through works of mercy.”2

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

True faith is always 
demonstrated in the 

way we live.
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• What are some ways you can demonstrate love for a neighbor on an 
ongoing basis?

Some say the opposite of love is not hate, but indifference. By comparing those who have faith without works to 
demons, perhaps James was making a similar point. The opposite of saving faith is not necessarily the ultimate 
expression of evil, but a lack of good works. Genuine, saving faith is always demonstrated through a life of active love. 
Even demons possess a faith that elicits some type of noticeable response—in response to God’s truth, they shudder. 
Apparently, some of James readers weren’t responsive at all.

• When have you been unresponsive to the truth of God? Why is this such a 
serious issue?

Read James 2:20-26.

James informed the rich believers that, if they failed to love the poor among them, they were acting like senseless 
people. “Senseless” in this verse means, “meaninglessness.” The rich in the church believed the right things, but their 
faith (even their lives) was meaningless. They weren’t living out God’s purpose for their lives, because they failed to 
show love to the poor. James asked those walking in disobedience, “Are you willing to learn that faith without works 
is useless?” One sign of our responsiveness to Jesus’ lordship and grace is our willingness to learn how to live out 
the gospel.

• What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “useless faith”?

In this passage, James used both the wealthy Abraham and the poor Rahab as examples of how to put action behind 
faith. God called Abraham, and, because of his belief, Abraham obeyed (Gen. 22). Rahab, a social outcast (a Gentile 
prostitute) put actions to her faith (Josh. 2, 6). Both Abraham and Rahab proved their faith with their works.

The grace that saves is the grace that sanctifies. and through us God wants to show the world a picture of His 
love, justice, reconciliation, and mercy. We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus, and not by our own works 
(Eph. 2:8-9). But we need to remember—all real faith will be made evident in the ways we live. 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 74, DDG)  Christ Connection

Salvation only comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and not from works 
(Eph. 2:8-9). However, true faith leads to good works in the life of the believer, 
verifying the reality of that faith in order to bring God glory and draw others to 
faith in Christ as well. 
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James 2

“James explores the nature of saving faith. There is a ‘faith’ that cannot save. Such faith has kind words but no deeds, 
no aid for the naked and hungry. It is ‘dead’ because it rests in ideas, not in a life dependent upon and reflective 
of Jesus (vv. 14-17). Orthodox theology ‘apart from works is useless’ (v. 20). Demons prove this, since they hold 
to orthodox ideas about God yet live in terror since they don’t trust him (v. 19) … James does not suggest, then, 
that faith plus works equals justification. He agrees with Paul that faith alone justifies. But he knows there is a so-
called ‘faith’ that is dangerous because it deludes but does not justify. He contrasts that with the faith that does 
justify—a living faith that by its very nature reflects the One on whom our faith rests, delighting to love others in 
concrete ways.”3

COMMENTARY

(p. 74, DDG)  Christ Connection

Salvation only comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and not from works 
(Eph. 2:8-9). However, true faith leads to good works in the life of the believer, 
verifying the reality of that faith in order to bring God glory and draw others to 
faith in Christ as well. 

Main Point:
True faith is always 

demonstrated in the 
way we live.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

Why is it necessary that we believe the right things about God to have real faith? 

Who do you know that struggles to believe the right things about God? How can 
you help them to understand the truth?

Heart

When others experience good things, what is your natural reaction? 

When you see others struggling, do you feel genuine compassion or do you ignore 
it? How does your life prove this? 

Hands

Who do you know that has a practical need right now? How should real faith 
respond to this situation?

Are you convinced that your faith is genuine? Talk to a mature friend or a trusted 
leader if you have questions.  
 

Our Mission 
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Head

Salvation requires that we understand certain truths. We must know that Jesus is the Messiah, that He is God, that 
He lived the perfect life, that He died for our sins, and that He was raised from the dead. Further, we must recognize 
our own sinfulness and that we are completely unable to earn God’s favor. We are saved by grace—this means 
salvation is a gift freely given by God—through faith. Saving faith involves believing the right things about God, 
which translate into trust. And where there is genuine trust, action always follows.

Heart

The essence of our faith isn’t simply knowing the truth, but loving God based on what we come to know of Him. 
When Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment, He shared that love for God and others should drive all 
we do. In fact, Jesus said that all the other commands in Scripture teach us how to love rightly. When we see others 
who have good things, love doesn’t lead us to jealousy—it causes us to rejoice with them. When we see others who 
struggle, our hearts break to the point that there’s nothing we’d rather do than serve them in real ways, even if it costs 
us something, perhaps even everything. 

Hands

James asks the questions, “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does not 
have works? Can such faith save him?” We may have all the right insights to share with someone in need, and we 
may even wish them the best, but if we don’t meet their immediate, practical needs, they likely won’t care about our 
good intentions. James say, in essence, “If someone is cold, then give them a coat. If someone is hungry, give them 
food! This is what real faith does!” If our faith isn’t lived out in real ways like this, then we may be shocked to find 
out, when we stand before God, our faith never was real. Genuine faith moves us to live in ways that look like Jesus.

Main Point:
True faith is always 

demonstrated in the 
way we live.
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