
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but does not have works? Can such 
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothes 
and lacks daily food 16 and one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace, stay warm, and be well fed,” but you 
don’t give them what the body needs, what good is it? 
17 In the same way faith, if it does not have works, is 
dead by itself. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, 
and I have works.” Show me your faith without works, 
and I will show you faith by my works. 19 You believe 
that God is one. Good! Even the demons believe—and 
they shudder. 20 Senseless person! Are you willing to 
learn that faith without works is useless? 21 Wasn’t 

Abraham our father justified by works in offering Isaac 
his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active 
together with his works, and by works, faith was made 
complete, 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness, and he was called God’s friend. 24 You 
see that a person is justified by works and not by faith 
alone. 25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute 
also justified by works in receiving the messengers and 
sending them out by a different route? 26 For just as 
the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 
works is dead.

Scripture

James 2:14-26

Unit .29

Session .04

Living out 
the Gospel 
of Jesus

UNIT 29  |  SESSION 4  |  71



Justification 
and Works

Justification is not the result of human 
effort or good works but through faith 
in the righteousness of Christ. Although 
good works do not lead to justification, 
justification leads to good works in the life 
of a believer (Eph. 2:10). Faith without 
works is dead (Jas. 2:17). While good 
works do not establish justification, they 
do verify a genuine faith and make our 
justification evident to others.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

How do our actions prove our faith in Christ?

What are some examples of needs 
people may have? As followers of 
Jesus, how should we respond to 
someone in need?
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Justification 
and Works

Justification is not the result of human 
effort or good works but through faith 
in the righteousness of Christ. Although 
good works do not lead to justification, 
justification leads to good works in the life 
of a believer (Eph. 2:10). Faith without 
works is dead (Jas. 2:17). While good 
works do not establish justification, they 
do verify a genuine faith and make our 
justification evident to others.

What are some ways you can demonstrate love for a neighbor on an 
ongoing basis?

When have you been unresponsive to the truth of God? Why is this such a 
serious issue?

Main Point
True faith is always demonstrated 

in the way we live.
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His Story

What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “useless faith?”

Christ Connection

Salvation only comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and not 
from works (Eph. 2:8-9). However, true faith leads to good works in 
the life of the believer, verifying the reality of that faith in order to 
bring God glory and draw others to faith in Christ as well.
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Our Mission

Head

Why is it necessary that we believe the right things about God to have 
real faith?

Who do you know that struggles to believe the right things about God? 
How can you help them to understand the truth?

Heart

When others experience good things, what is your natural reaction? 

When you see others struggling, do you feel genuine compassion or do you 
ignore it? How does your life prove this?

Hands

Who do you know that has a practical need right now? How should real 
faith respond to this situation?

Are you convinced that your faith is genuine? Talk to a mature friend or a 
trusted leader if you have questions.
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Have you ever seen poverty up close? I’ve been 
on mission trips to Jamaica and Mexico where I 
encountered people in extreme poverty, but that 
seemed a world away. I was certainly challenged, 
but I came back home to my comfortable existence. 
A few years ago, we brought our daughter into our 
home out of a very difficult situation—as a nine 
year old, she’d never slept in a bed!

James wrote this letter to people who were poor, 
facing incredibly difficult circumstances. Still, he 
encouraged (and challenged) them: “Consider it 
a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
experience various trials, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. And let 
endurance have its full effect, so that you may be 
mature and complete, lacking nothing” (Jas. 1:2-4). 
Despite the struggles they faced, these believers had 
beautiful holiness, joy, and maturity. Even through 
their suffering, they reflected the nature of Jesus.  

When was a time that serving or 
interacting with the poor affected 
your faith?

Day 1

James 
1:1-26
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In schools all across America, students are judged 
based on the way they look. The girls who are 
gorgeous and the guys who are super handsome 
tend to be popular, while those who may not have 
the perfect body type or wear the right clothes are 
excluded and often feel lonely or isolated. The truth 
is that we should treat everyone—from the most 
popular to the least—the same. After all, Jesus spent 
a large portion of His time loving on the outcasts 
of society. Therefore, since Jesus became a man and 
laid down His life for broken people, we should 
treat all people with love, dignity, and respect, 
regardless of their ethnicity, class, or gender. For 
all people are made in the image of God and are 
equally and incredibly valuable to Him! 

How can Christians do a better job at 
loving others no matter their social 
and economic class and ethnicity?

Day 2

James 
2:1-13

What is the greatest threat to Christianity in 
America? The responses I’ve received from fellow 
believers range from Islam to the media. However, 
the greatest threat to American Christianity is what 
Jesus said two thousand years ago: “No one can serve 
two masters, since either he will hate one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both God and money” 
(Matt. 6:24). Money is not evil, of course. But it 
when it becomes our god, it destroys our souls. 
Imagine this, if Christians were to start giving just 
ten percent of their incomes, $165,000,000,000 
could be directed toward ending global hunger, 
eliminating death from preventable diseases within 
five years, healing the world’s water and sanitation 
problems, ending illiteracy, and funding overseas 
mission work.1 As Jesus said, “Whatever you did 
not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me” (Matt. 25:45).

Why should the generosity you show 
toward others reflect the generosity 
you’ve received through Christ 
in salvation?

Day 3

James 
2:14-17

1 . https://www .cdfcapital .org/tithing-generosity/
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“Talk is cheap.” There is a reason this saying has 
stuck around. People can claim to be something a 
lot more easily than they can live it out. It’s one 
thing to claim to be an excellent student, a devoted 
friend, or an obedient son or daughter. But it’s 
another thing to live any of these out from day to 
day. In the context of James 2, the author is making 
the point that it’s easier to claim to be a Christian 
than to actually be one. It is easier to say we have 
faith than to live by faith.

Many people believe they are saved, yet they do not 
live devoted to Jesus. The truth is that there is no 
such thing as saving faith that isn’t displayed through 
a life of good works. Yes, the verbal expression of 
faith—confessing Jesus—is necessary. However, 
if our faith only results in quoting Scripture, but 
never reaching the point of caring tangibly for 
those in need, we are self-deceived (Jas. 1:26). Let’s 
not talk cheaply, but live in a way that costs us for 
the sake of others—this is what Jesus did.

What are some things in your life that 
you need to change in order to live 
out what you believe?

Day 4

James 
2:18-19

The moment the Holy Spirit opened our hearts to 
salvation, Jesus called us out of the darkness and 
into His marvelous kingdom of light (Eph. 1:13-14; 
Col. 1:13; 1 Pet. 2:9). A new unalterable reality 
has dawned in our lives (Jas. 1:18). Because of this 
great gift of salvation, the Holy Spirit transforms 
our hearts, giving us new desires to glorify God 
through loving our neighbors. Behind the “works” 
that James wrote about is always a heart of love. 
Because we have been loved by God, our faith 
produces works of love, and by our works of love, 
the world will know that we are Jesus’ disciples 
(John 13:34-35).

Why is a good work never truly good 
without being done out of love for 
God and others?

Day 5

James 
2:20-26

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  78




