
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, 
just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith. … 
23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
… 8 But God proves his own love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 How much more 
then, since we have now been justified by his blood, will 
we be saved through him from wrath. 10 For if, while 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of his Son, then how much more, having been 
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 And not 
only that, but we also boast in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received this 
reconciliation. … 23 For the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
… 9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, 
resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the 
mouth, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, 
Everyone who believes on him will not be put to shame, 
12 since there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, 
because the same Lord of all richly blesses all who call 
on him. 13 For everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.

Scripture

Romans 1:16-17; 3:23; 
5:8-11; 6:23; 10:9-13

Unit .29

Session .03

Trusting in 
the Gospel 
of Jesus
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The Gospel

The Bible teaches that the gospel is both an 
event and a story. First, it is an event that 
took place at a specific point in history, the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
for the redemption of sinners (1 Cor. 15; 
2 Cor. 5:21). Second, the gospel is also the 
story of redemption that God has planned 
since “before the foundations of the earth” 
(Eph. 1:4), which runs through Scripture, 
and which culminates in a restored and 
redeemed creation—a new heaven and 
new earth where sin, death, and suffering 
will never again plague humanity, and 
God’s people will live with Him forever 
(Isa. 25:8; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21). The event 
and story do not exist apart from or in 
conflict with one another, but together 
inspire us to a life of devotion and mission.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Think about your best friend. What made you close?

How should the church look 
differently than the rest of 
the world?
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The Gospel

The Bible teaches that the gospel is both an 
event and a story. First, it is an event that 
took place at a specific point in history, the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
for the redemption of sinners (1 Cor. 15; 
2 Cor. 5:21). Second, the gospel is also the 
story of redemption that God has planned 
since “before the foundations of the earth” 
(Eph. 1:4), which runs through Scripture, 
and which culminates in a restored and 
redeemed creation—a new heaven and 
new earth where sin, death, and suffering 
will never again plague humanity, and 
God’s people will live with Him forever 
(Isa. 25:8; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21). The event 
and story do not exist apart from or in 
conflict with one another, but together 
inspire us to a life of devotion and mission.

How does the love of God compare with any other kind of love?

How would you explain our need for forgiveness to someone who was not a 
follower of Jesus?

Main Point
The gospel is the good news that 

God has provided salvation to 
sinners through Jesus.

What causes separation or division among people today? How does the 
gospel overcome these?

UNIT 29  |  SESSION 3  |  65



His Story

What is confession? Why is it necessary for salvation?

Christ Connection

God’s righteousness is revealed through the gospel. Because of sin, all 
deserve death and separation from God, but God provided Jesus to be 
our substitute, to pay our sin penalty, to remove our sin, and to provide 
His righteousness in its place. All who trust in Jesus will be saved.
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Our Mission

Head

How does your relationships with other believers reflect Christ and 
His work?

What steps do you need to take to deal with conflict or division in your life? 

Heart

When have you loved someone so much that you were willing to sacrifice 
for them?

 How has your love for God moved you to live sacrificially for others? 

Hands

How has your love for others moved you to live sacrificially? 

Jesus died for us when we were God’s enemies (Rom. 5:8). How do you 
live sacrificially for those you’re not necessarily close with as a picture of 
the gospel?
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Daily 
Devotions

The powerful words of “Amazing Grace” have been 
sung by countless people since it was published. 
What many worshipers may not know is that 
John Newton, the writer, was once a slave trader. 
During a storm at sea, this slave trader exchanged 
his sin for forgiveness and the righteousness of the 
Jewish Messiah. Eventually Newton left his work as 
captain of a slave ship. He later became an Anglican 
pastor and an advocate to fight the evils of slavery.1 

How does such a radical transformation take place? 
The power of the gospel. Yet while we marvel at 
Newton’s testimony, all believers share the same 
experience. All are sinners, none are worthy, no 
one is good—everyone is an unlikely, impossible 
convert. But God, through the power of the gospel, 
changes those who trust in Jesus. All glory and 
thankfulness to God for His amazing grace!  

How have you experienced the 
transforming power of the gospel? 
If you haven’t, will you turn to 
Jesus Christ in faith for your 
salvation today?

Day 1

Romans 
1:8-17

1. Christianity Today, “John Newton: Reformed Slave Trader,” May 12, 2020, 
www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/pastorsandpreachers/john-newton.html

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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Who wouldn’t move heaven and earth to rescue 
the people they love from slavery and death? If 
you and I would do this, imagine how much more 
God Himself would and has. Just as God heard the 
children of Israel crying because they were slaves in 
Egypt, He heard our cries in our slavery to sin. We 
were under the control of an enemy we could never 
defeat, helpless to free ourselves. And our ultimate 
fate was death. But God sent Jesus as the sacrifice 
for our sins, and His blood breaks the power of sin 
and death and frees us to become servants of the 
one true God, who loves us.

In Jesus, we forgiven. God declares us to be 
righteous just as Christ is righteous. There is power 
in the blood of Jesus to re-create us into a family of 
freed, forgiven, righteous people. We could never 
earn this new status. Instead, it is God’s gift to us 
in Christ.

What are some ways God’s gift 
of freedom, forgiveness, and 
righteousness in Christ attacks your 
sense of pride?

Day 2

Romans 
3:21-26; 6:15-23

The moment we are born into this world, we 
begin searching for love. We learn early that if we 
adapt to the social norms of a group we want to 
be associated with, then we get love—in a certain 
sense, at least. But the reality is that the love of our 
friends can never be enough. Even when we’ve met 
“the one,” his or her love will never fill the longing 
in our hearts. Not even a mother’s love is enough to 
satisfy the eternal hunger we have for love, because 
we’re looking for imperfect people to love us with a 
perfect kind of love.

God’s love is the only love that will satisfy the eternal 
hunger in our hearts. Thankfully, even though we 
chose sin and failed to love God as we should, 
He chose to set His love upon us. The ultimate 
expression of love was Jesus’ death on a Roman 
cross. This was the only way we can be reconciled 
to the Father and experience the love we’ve always 
longed for.

How does God’s love for sinners 
make a difference in your life?

Day 3

Romans 
5:6-8
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The Bible teaches that God is love (1 John 4:8). 
In fact, He is the source of all love and He desires 
to show His love to people in real ways. But, we 
must also understand that God is just, and He will, 
according to His character, punish sin.

Because of His great love, God grieves the effects 
of sin, and longs to deliver His people from sin 
and death. When we come to Jesus in faith, God 
forgives us, and then He calls us to love others in 
the same ways that He does. If we’ve experienced 
the love of God and have been freed from our sin, 
we should choose to selflessly love others so that 
they too would experience the same.

How have you seen the love of God 
lead to someone coming to know 
Jesus as savior?

Day 4

Romans 
5:9-11

Cancer is a cruel killer that refuses to discriminate, 
often taking children, adults, and many of our 
grandparents. Imagine for a moment: What if you 
had a cure for cancer? Wouldn’t you reach out to 
every hospital and let them know that you had the 
cure? Of course you would! Yet, there is a more 
deadly, invasive disease than cancer—it’s called 
sin and death. Thankfully, God provided the cure, 
which is the gospel of Jesus. The good news that sin 
and death are defeated is found in Jesus’ death on 
the cross and the empty tomb. Apart from Christ, 
there was no answer for our sin. But through Him, 
we can be saved and experience eternal life.

We are called to share this good news with the 
world. Otherwise, people will die in their sins. May 
we be prayerful and intentional with sharing the 
cure with those who so desperately need it.

What are some needs among 
the people you know that you 
can address with the good news 
of Jesus?

Day 5

Romans 
10:1-15
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