
32 Now the entire group of those who believed were of 
one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but instead they held everything 
in common. 33 With great power the apostles were 
giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and great grace was on all of them. 34 For there was 
not a needy person among them because all those who 
owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds 
of what was sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet. 
This was then distributed to each person as any had 
need. 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus by birth, the 
one the apostles called Barnabas (which is translated Son 
of Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned, brought 
the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 1 But a man 
named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property. 2 However, he kept back part of the proceeds 
with his wife’s knowledge, and brought a portion of it 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 “Ananias,” Peter asked, 
“why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 

and keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 4 Wasn’t 
it yours while you possessed it? And after it was sold, 
wasn’t it at your disposal? Why is it that you planned this 
thing in your heart? You have not lied to people but to 
God.” 5 When he heard these words, Ananias dropped 
dead, and a great fear came on all who heard. 6 The 
young men got up, wrapped his body, carried him out, 
and buried him. 7 About three hours later, his wife came 
in, not knowing what had happened. 8 “Tell me,” Peter 
asked her, “did you sell the land for this price?” “Yes,” she 
said, “for that price.” 9 Then Peter said to her, “Why did 
you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of 
those who have buried your husband are at the door, and 
they will carry you out.” 10 Instantly she dropped dead 
at his feet. When the young men came in, they found her 
dead, carried her out, and buried her beside her husband. 
11 Then great fear came on the whole church and on all 
who heard these things.

Scripture

Acts 4:32-5:11

Unit .29

Session .01

Living 
Generously
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Deity of the 
Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the 
Trinity, possessing the fullness of deity like 
the Father and Son. His deity can be seen 
in the fact that He is eternal (Heb. 9:14), 
omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-8), the creator 
and giver of life (Gen. 1:2; Ps. 104:30; 
John 3:5-7), and directly identified with the 
Triune God (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What are the biggest ways your parents (or those who take care of you) 
show you generosity?

How has God been generous to you? 
How can you be more generous the 
blessings God has given to you?
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Deity of the 
Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the 
Trinity, possessing the fullness of deity like 
the Father and Son. His deity can be seen 
in the fact that He is eternal (Heb. 9:14), 
omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-8), the creator 
and giver of life (Gen. 1:2; Ps. 104:30; 
John 3:5-7), and directly identified with the 
Triune God (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

How would you describe culture’s view of generosity?

Before today, how would you have explained why generosity is important for 
Christians? How do you see it differently now?

Main Point
Christians are to avoid living 

selfishly, instead giving 
generously and sacrificially.

Christ Connection

Ananias and Sapphira’s deceptive action was a sin against the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit distinguishes between giving that is from a heart of 
generosity and giving that is from a heart of pride and deceit. The Holy 
Spirit prompts us to share our resources and give generously to those 
in need, following the example of Jesus who gave up heavenly riches to 
share His inheritance with all who trust in Him.
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His Story

How is God calling you to cultivate generosity in your life?

In Defense

The Bible tells us over and over again that we don’t have to live in fear (Isa. 41:10; 
Ps. 23:4; 2 Tim. 1:7; 1 John 4:18). However, Scripture also teaches that the 
fear of God is the beginning of wisdom (Ps. 111:10). When people encountered 
God’s glory, they generally responded in sheer terror. For instance, when God 
descended upon Mount Sinai, all Israel was terrified (Ex. 20:18). Even Moses 
trembled in fear (Heb. 12:21). When Peter, James, and John saw Jesus’ glory and 
heard the Father’s voice at His transfiguration, they fell on their faces, terrified 
(Matt. 17:6). John, when He saw the glory of Jesus revealed in a vision, he fell 
down as if dead out of fear. 

When we are made aware of God’s holiness, we see our depravity in relation and 
the natural reaction is legitimate fear. However, because of Jesus and despite that 
we still wrestle with the flesh, we are made holy in God’s sight and are forgiven of 
our sin. With this in view, we no longer fear the judgment of God, yet we are to 
live toward Him with a reverential fear that leads to our wisdom and obedience.
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Our Mission

Head

How has God revealed to you that you may be more selfish and less 
sacrificially generous than you may have previously thought?

How can you practically reflect the generosity and sacrificial nature of 
Jesus this week?

Heart

What does the way you view and use money and possessions say about 
your heart?

How can you work to protect your heart from materialism?

Hands

Describe a time someone did something for you that was generous and 
sacrificial. How did this affect you?

What has God given to you that you will use to bless others?
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Daily 
Devotions

If we have any doubt that the Bible teaches 
Christians to be sacrificially generous, we need to 
look no further than the early church. Led by the 
Apostles, the early church made generosity a core 
part of its identity. 

Generosity is gospel 101. The Father gave His only 
Son, who subsequently gave us the Holy Spirit, 
so that we might be given eternal life. These first 
Christians were responding to the gift they’d been 
given. They quickly realized that everything they 
had should be used as resources for advancing 
God’s kingdom. After all, everything is His anyway.

Our calling to be generous is the same. We give 
in light of how God has given to us as an act of 
worship and a way to reflect His goodness to others.  

How does our generosity carry 
on the tradition and practice of 
the apostles?

Day 1

Acts 
4:32-35

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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In Scripture, the rich ruler (Luke 18:18-23) and 
the poor widow (Luke 21:1-4) are juxtaposed not 
because of their level of income, but because of their 
hearts. Jesus told the rich ruler to sell everything—
not because he was too rich, but because the ruler 
loved his riches too much. The widow, on the other 
hand, had nothing, but she gave anyway. Her small 
gift (at least by earthly standards) was especially 
sacrificial, and was great in the sight of God. 
We see the same contrast here between Barnabas 
and Ananias and Sapphira. Generosity isn’t a 
mathematical calculation. Instead, it’s a position 
of heart.

In what ways do you resemble the 
rich ruler? In what ways do you 
resemble the widow?

Day 2

Acts 
4:36-5:2

Ananias and his wife lied not only to the church, 
but to God Himself. God is good, wise, and just, so 
His punishments are always right. He cares about 
injustice. He cares about protecting His church. 
The church in Acts 5 rightly reacted in “great fear” 
about this, but we need to remember that the 
“fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” 
(Prov. 9:10). This incident is an encouragement 
to us: We can see God’s care for His people and 
the advancement of His kingdom, and it helps us 
understand how important it is to avoid selfishness, 
and instead to live sacrificially and generously.

How can you live sacrificially 
this week?

Day 3

Acts 
5:3-11
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Immediately following the deaths of Ananias and 
Sapphira, the church once again saw “increasing 
numbers” of converts. It is no surprise that God’s 
removal of the couple from the church’s midst 
helped the church to grow. With Ananias and 
Sapphira in the church, they could potentially have 
ruined the whole mission. But God wasn’t going to 
allow that to happen.

God’s mission is not dependent on us. Salvation is 
His alone to offer. However, we see in Acts time 
and again that God uses people to accomplish His 
purposes. Our participation in the mission really 
does matter. It is a mystery why God would include 
us, but the fact is, we know that He does. As we 
seek to join God in His mission, we can rejoice that 
salvation does not depend on us and that God will 
accomplish His purposes.

In what ways do you act as though 
salvation of others depends on you?

Day 4

Acts 
5:12-16

The apostles’ boldness here is remarkable, but not 
surprising. We might marvel at their faith, and in 
some sense we should. But we should pay attention 
to two details. First, they were not standing firm in 
the face of imprisonment and beatings in their own 
power. They reminded their hearers every single 
time that their ministry was rooted to God and His 
gospel. Second, their entire lives as Christians had 
been marked by suffering and opposition. 

Though our trials and sufferings may be different 
than the Apostles’, they show us that God’s people 
cannot be shaken by mere mortals. We stand in the 
powerful, death-defeating name of Jesus.

In what ways do you want the 
Holy Spirit to change how you 
respond to trials and suffering?

Day 5

Acts 
5:17-42
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