
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple for 
the time of prayer at three in the afternoon. 2 A man 
who was lame from birth was being carried there. He 
was placed each day at the temple gate called Beautiful, 
so that he could beg from those entering the temple. 
3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter the temple, 
he asked for money. 4 Peter, along with John, looked 
straight at him and said, “Look at us.” 5 So he turned 
to them, expecting to get something from them. 6 But 
Peter said, “I don’t have silver or gold, but what I do 
have, I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
get up and walk!” 7 Then, taking him by the right hand 
he raised him up, and at once his feet and ankles became 
strong. … 11 While he was holding on to Peter and 
John, all the people, utterly astonished, ran toward them 
in what is called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter 
saw this, he addressed the people: “Fellow Israelites, why 
are you amazed at this? Why do you stare at us, as though 
we had made him walk by our own power or godliness? 

13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of 
our ancestors, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and denied before Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. 14 You denied the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer released to 
you. 15 You killed the source of life, whom God raised 
from the dead; we are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in 
his name, his name has made this man strong, whom 
you see and know. So the faith that comes through Jesus 
has given him this perfect health in front of all of you. 
17 “And now, brothers and sisters, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, just as your leaders also did. 18 In this 
way God fulfilled what he had predicted through all the 
prophets—that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Therefore 
repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, 20 that seasons of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, and that he may send Jesus, who 
has been appointed for you as the Messiah. 
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Inspiration of 
Scripture

The inspiration of Scripture refers to God’s 
direction of the human authors of the Bible 
so that they composed and recorded His 
message to humankind in their original 
writings (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). 
Occasionally this inspiration was achieved 
through dictation, where God spoke 
directly to the original authors. Most 
of the time, however, this inspiration 
was achieved through the supernatural 
influence of the Holy Spirit through the 
personalities of the authors so that their 
writings can be considered the very words 
of God.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

When have you been discouraged or frustrated because you shared the 
gospel or prayed for someone, but didn’t see immediate results?

How does the Spirit work through 
Jesus’ disciples today?
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Inspiration of 
Scripture

The inspiration of Scripture refers to God’s 
direction of the human authors of the Bible 
so that they composed and recorded His 
message to humankind in their original 
writings (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). 
Occasionally this inspiration was achieved 
through dictation, where God spoke 
directly to the original authors. Most 
of the time, however, this inspiration 
was achieved through the supernatural 
influence of the Holy Spirit through the 
personalities of the authors so that their 
writings can be considered the very words 
of God.

In what ways might you take the credit for God’s work in your life and the 
lives of others? How can you glorify Jesus instead?

How does your knowledge of the Scripture lead you to love God and others?

Main Point
We are called to meet people’s 

earthly and spiritual needs.

Christ Connection

Once the Holy Spirit was given, the disciples began boldly proclaiming 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit displayed the power of God’s 
kingdom through the miracles the disciples performed in Jesus’ name 
for His glory and praise.
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In Defense

Many Christians would claim that it is our responsibility to focus on the spiritual 
needs of our non-believing neighbors—and they are right. However, at times, we 
may become imbalanced in our views concerning meeting physical and spiritual 
needs. Some Christians devote so much of their energies to meeting physical 
needs that they never get around to sharing the gospel, and though they serve 
others in practical ways, they never address their greatest need of the gospel. 
Others focus so heavily on the spiritual needs of others, they come across as 
lacking compassion and being unconcerned with the real-life challenges people 
face every day. The truth is that God is grieved over all the effects of sin, including 
the suffering people face in the here-and-now. He desires to use the church to 
minister to peoples real needs. He is also—and ultimately—concerned with 
people’s being relationally separated from Him because of our sin, and calls 
us to preach the gospel to all. We must follow Peter’s and John’s example of, 
from a heart of love and compassion, meeting others’ practical needs while, with 
patience and grace, taking advantage of opportunities to leverage that rapport for 
sharing the gospel.

His Story

How does your love for others translate in your sharing the gospel 
with them?
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Our Mission

Head

Why is it so important that we have right theological understanding? 

How can we make sure we don’t, like the Pharisees, know the Scriptures 
but miss Jesus?

Heart

How can we make sure that our understanding of Scripture translates 
into love?

How does love for God and others impact our call to carry the gospel to 
all people?

Hands

What are specific ways we are called to meet the physical needs of others? 

How can we use acts of service to help people understand the gospel?
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Daily 
Devotions

The man who was lame was passed by over and over 
again for years. Perhaps, every so often, someone 
would stop and hand him a few coins. Maybe some 
would even pray for him as they passed him on their 
way into the temple. Still, this man must have felt 
constant helplessness and shame. Peter and John, 
living by the Spirit, had a different perspective on 
the world. They didn’t pass by the man or flip him 
a coin. Rather, they saw his need for healing, and 
they knew where the healing would come from—
the name of Jesus.

Of course, we know that we aren’t guaranteed 
physical healing in this life. God may grant it, 
but we must accept that God allows Christians to 
suffer, even die. But our suffering is never wasted 
(Rom. 5:3-5). Likewise, we aren’t guaranteed to be 
able to heal every person we encounter. But we can 
follow the lead of Peter and John, having eyes to see 
those who are hurting, and pointing them to Jesus.  

How can you help meet practical 
needs of someone in your life while 
pointing him or her to eternal hope 
in Jesus?

Day 1

Acts 
3:1-10

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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If we did something amazing like Peter and John, 
we might be tempted to take credit. If we can’t give 
God credit for the small things, how much more 
might we be tempted to take credit for the big ones, 
especially the big ones that would make us look 
righteous, powerful, or wise?

Peter and John show us that we are not the ones 
who ultimately minister to the needs of others—
we need God Himself to work through us. Our 
salvation is initiated by the Father sending the 
Son, the Son dying and resurrecting, and the Spirit 
indwelling us. Our lives are testimonies of God’s 
grace, not demonstrations of our greatness. May 
our lives point people to God, and not to the things 
we’ve done.

In what ways are you tempted to take 
credit for God’s grace in your life?

Day 2

Acts 
3:11-16

Those who knew the Bible the best—the Jewish 
religious leaders—were often those who overlooked 
its most important truths. Peter reminded the 
people that Moses, in Deuteronomy 18, promised 
that God would send another prophet like him. 
We know today that this prophet was Jesus—a 
true and better prophet whose preaching would 
determine whether or not His hearers would be 
included among the people of God. The Jews, Peter 
reasoned, should have known Deuteronomy 18 and, 
therefore, believed what Moses said about Jesus.

As Christians, because we are so familiar with the 
things of God, we are sometimes the most immune 
to the gospel’s power. We’ve heard it so many times 
that we sometimes fail to appreciate its weight. 
When God speaks to us, sometimes we simply 
aren’t ready to listen. May we, when we read and 
hear the Scriptures, be able to listen to the Holy 
Spirit and respond in love and obedience.

What are some ways you may have 
failed to appreciate the weight of 
the gospel?

Day 3

Acts 
3:17-26
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Peter and John upset many people as they preached 
Christ and did miracles by the Spirit’s power. This is 
not surprising, of course, given that Jesus promised 
His disciples would be persecuted (Matt. 5:11-12). 
When the leaders saw Peter’s and John’s faith and 
boldness, they saw something different—these 
weren’t petty criminals; they were men sent by God.

Though the authorities might have rejected Jesus as 
their Messiah, they could not accuse Peter and John 
of any wrongdoing. They instructed Peter and John 
to stop preaching the gospel, but this would not 
sway the disciples. They expected persecution (we 
should too!), but they did not allow persecution 
to derail their mission. In places all over the 
world today, people suffer cultural pressure and 
persecution in many ways. Still, they proclaim 
Jesus! We can take heart, God is with us.

Are you timid in sharing your faith? 
Why or why not?

Day 4

Acts 
4:1-21

By God’s grace, Jesus’ followers didn’t back away 
from suffering and persecution. They acknowledged 
their hardships, but weren’t crippled by it. They 
remembered not only the words of Jesus, as well 
as Psalm 2, but also that Jesus’ crucifixion was 
carried about by the kings of earth. In their minds, 
Christian suffering was a routine matter, and their 
experience was nothing unique.

The persecution we face for our faith today is rarely, 
at least in America, near the level that our brothers 
and sisters in the Book of Acts faced. Still, we need 
to be reminded that suffering for Christ is simply a 
part of biblical Christianity. We are not the rulers of 
this world—not yet (Rev. 5). Rather, we are exiles 
and sojourners rejected by the world, but we are on 
our way home (1 Pet. 2:11).

What are some ways that you avoid 
suffering or persecution for Christ 
that you may need to face?

Day 5

Acts 
4:23-31
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