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How to Use This Study 

Preparation

Intro Options
Unit .28

Session .01

Transformed 
by the 
Holy Spirit

1 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like that of 
a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled 
the whole house where they were staying. 3 They saw 
tongues like flames of fire that separated and rested 
on each one of them. 4 Then they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different 
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them. … 22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of Nazareth 
was a man attested to you by God with miracles, 
wonders, and signs that God did among you through 
him, just as you yourselves know. 23 Though he was 
delivered up according to God’s determined plan and 
foreknowledge, you used[a] lawless people to nail him 
to a cross and kill him. 24 God raised him up, ending 
the pains of death, because it was not possible for him 
to be held by death. … 36 “Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know with certainty that God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 
what should we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be 

baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and 
for your children, and for all who are far off, as many 
as the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other 
words he testified and strongly urged them, saying, 
“Be saved from this corrupt generation!” 41 So those 
who accepted his message were baptized, and that day 
about three thousand people were added to them. 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. 
43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and signs were being performed through the apostles. 
44 Now all the believers were together and held all 
things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and 
property and distributed the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. 46 Every day they devoted themselves to 
meeting together in the temple, and broke bread from 
house to house. They ate their food with joyful and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.

Scripture

Acts 2:1-4, 
22-24,36-47

Intro Options

Option 1

Your students should pretend they work for a major motion picture studio. The big wigs have come to 
your students and asked them to come up with the idea for their next superhero movie. Specifically, they 
want this movie to be an origin story (backstory). Give your kids a few minutes to come up with their 
stories. Consider having them create brief storyboards (like a comic strip) or skits illustrating their stories.

Once students have shared their stories, ask them to identify common patterns or themes. Today’s 
lesson will be about the pouring out of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

• What parallels can be drawn between origin stories and Acts 2? 

For example, many origin stories involve an initial public display of the superhero’s power; in Acts 2, 
the apostles speak in tongues, and three thousand people were saved after Peter’s sermon. Also, in origin 
stories, even though the protagonist’s character remains basically the same, he or she experiences a new 
or tremendous increase in some power. In the same way, the apostles’ characters remained the same, but 
they received great power from the Holy Spirit.

Option 2

Come up with multiple random phrases in English, then use Google Translate to translate each phrase 
into a foreign language. For instance, “Apples are much tastier than figs” is translated in Spanish to “Las 
manzanas son mucho más sabrosas que los higos.” “I’d like a wake up call at 6 o’clock” translates in 
German to “Ich hätte gerne einen Weckruf um 6 Uhr.”

Print out each phrase on a separate sheet (including both the English and foreign translations), then 
hand out the sheets to the students. Let the students take turns reading the foreign translation of their 
phrase to the group. The students reading will know the meaning, but the rest of the group won’t. They 
are to do the best they can to pronounce it in the original language, and to seek to convey the meaning 
for the group to guess. After several attempts, have them share the phrase in English.

• Why is it so challenging to communicate when we don’t share a 
common language? How can we overcome this challenge?

At Pentecost, there were people in Jerusalem from various cultures, speaking many languages. This would 
have made sharing the gospel very challenging—next to impossible, in fact. But God had a plan, and 
the Holy Spirit supernaturally enabled the followers of Jesus to declare the gospel in languages that the 
people there understood.

• 

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit fills 

God’s people to teach 
and empower us.
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His Story
• How have you experienced the Spirit speaking to you through God’s Word?

Read Acts 2:42-47.

Acts 2:42-47 ultimately describes a bunch of normal folks, like you and me, praying, eating, and worshiping together. 
This new community of believers lived out their faith in what seems ordinary in many ways, but which was evidence 
of the Spirit’s work in their lives. They were united in their spirits, and this affected the ways they lived. They were 
a close community! And as others saw the change in them, the power of the Spirit working in the lives of these new 
believers impacted their neighbors as well. 

We see in Acts 2 that the church grew in extraordinary ways, but this wasn’t the result of the Apostle’s plans or 
efforts—it was the byproduct of the church being the church, and God’s working through them. We live in a 
different context than did the newly forming church in Jerusalem, and though we may try, we can’t totally recreate 
first-century Christianity. But the key ingredients haven’t changed and our calling is the same. Jesus said, “Everyone 
will know you are my disciples if you love one another” (John 13:35). When we listen to the Spirit’s speaking through 
Scripture, pray in the Spirit, live in close community with other believers, and boldly and clearly share the gospel, 
God will bring people into the church and His name will be glorified. 

• When you think of “church growth,” do you think of numbers or maturity? 
Why are both important?

• If growth happens only by the power of God, why is it important that we live 
as witnesses, sharing the gospel?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

Acts 2

There are several things we need to understand about the early church:
• They were devoted to the apostles’ teaching—specifically, the teachings from Scripture—and that they believed 

right theology. 
• They were devoted to fellowship and the breaking of bread, and they lived in close community. 
• They were devoted to prayer—inviting the Spirit to work among them and open their eyes to the truths of 

Scripture and praying for one another, that God would provide for their needs. 
• They held all things in common, sharing generously with one another as there were needs. 
• They were generous not only to others in the church, but to outsiders and those in need. 
• They met at the temple for more structured corporate worship, as well as in their homes
• They were joyful and humble, allowing the gospel to shape their interactions.
• They had a good reputation with outsiders, and God blessed their witness. 

COMMENTARY

(p. 09, DDG)  Christ Connection

Jesus had instructed His disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit because He would 
empower them to be His witnesses on earth. Just as Jesus had promised, the Holy 
Spirit came upon the disciples, filled them, and empowered them at Pentecost 
resulting in about 3,000 new believers. Still today, God gives the Holy Spirit to 
those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, and the Spirit works in our lives to 
make us more like Jesus. 

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit fills 

God’s people to teach 
and empower us.

In Defense (p. 10, DDG)

Peter proclaimed, “Fellow Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of Nazareth was a 
man attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you 
through him, just as you yourselves know” (Acts 2:22). Many people think that Jesus 
performed miracles to “prove” who He was to the people who witnessed these supernatural 
events. Yet this isn’t the best way to think about Jesus’ miracles. Jesus didn’t need to prove 
anything. Instead, we should see Jesus’ miracles as signs intended to help those weak in faith 
to overcome their struggles to believe. Jesus said that the works He did in the name of the 
Father—including miracles, but the ways He loved and served every day as well—testified 
to Him as the Messiah (John 10:25). Jesus also said that the Spirit, who would come after 
Jesus’ departure, would testify to the world about Jesus (John 15:26). We need also to 
keep in mind that Jesus said His followers would testify about Him (John 15:26). There 
was a time when, according to God’s plan, Jesus used miraculous demonstrations to help 
people overcome their struggles to believe. Today, even though He can still do miracles, 
in helping people to believe, God generally uses His people’s declaring the gospel and the 
Spirit’s opening their eyes to its truth. 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 08, DDG)

Personality of the Holy Spirit
The Bible not only affirms the full divinity of the Holy Spirit, but also His personhood. 
Many people have mistakenly believed that the Spirit is a force or power, not a person. 
However, Scripture affirms His personhood by acknowledging that He is treated as a 
person (Acts 5:3; 7:51; Heb. 10:29), acts like a person (John 14:26, 15:26; Rom. 8:14), 
has attributes of a person (1 Cor. 2:10-11; Eph. 4:30), and acts in personal ways 
(Isa. 63:10; Acts 13:2). In addition to these, the Bible also affirms that Christians relate 
to Him personally (Acts 5:3-4; 7:51).

Read Acts 2:1-4.   

Imagine a friend or family member who is never grateful for the gifts he receives, and he has a way of letting you know it. 
Sometimes it’s just a shrug—“Hmm, thanks.” Other times it’s a rather direct comment—“It’s okay, but I’d rather have new 
sunglasses.” No matter how hard you try, he just doesn’t appreciate the gifts.

• When has someone shown a lack of appreciation for a gift you’ve given? How 
did it make you feel? 

In many ways, Christians respond similarly to the Holy Spirit. Though Scripture refers to Him as a gift, we can at times 
respond to His presence with a total lack of appreciation to God. It may be because we simply don’t understand His purpose, 
therefore, we miss the point altogether. As God’s gift to us, our gratitude for the Holy Spirit should be evident in our lives. 
Rather than ignoring the Spirit, we should celebrate His existence and, further, that He’s been given to us. If the Father is 
the “giver of every good and perfect gift” (Jas. 1:17), then it makes sense that we should receive the Holy Spirit with joy. 

Perhaps the most obvious struggle for most Christians is their misunderstanding of the Holy Spirit’s purpose. At times, 
well-meaning Christians read Acts 2 and end up disagreeing, even arguing, about the role or legitimacy of spiritual gifts, 
like speaking in tongues. While that issue is certainly important, we must remember that the Holy Spirit comes into the 
lives of all followers of Christ to bring unity (Eph. 4:3-5) and so that we can believe and live out the gospel in our everyday 
lives. This was the main reason Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit (John 14:26).

In the Old Testament, God’s presence dwelt in the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34-35) and temple (1 Kings 8:10-11; 
2 Chron. 7:1-2). Today, God’s Spirit not only dwells among His people, but within them. 

• How does the Holy Spirit minister in the lives of believers?
It’s important that we understand that we are saved not by our background, race, family, or—we are saved by the 
grace of God shown in the work of Christ, which is sealed by the Holy Spirit. Praise God for the Holy Spirit’s work 
in our lives! 

Read Acts 2:1-4.   

At Pentecost, after the Spirit had filled the believers who were together in Jerusalem, which moved them to declare the power 
of God in the languages of everyone present, Peter stood up and began to boldly and clearly proclaim the gospel. The people 
were convicted, and asked how they should respond. Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Salvation cannot be earned. Instead, it is the work of the Triune God—the Father planned it, Jesus accomplished it, 
and the Holy Spirit applies it. This is why we must always listen to the Spirit—He seals our salvation and helps us to 
live in obedience to God (Eph. 1:13). Once we have repented and been baptized in the name of Jesus, we listen to the 
Spirit through:

• Scripture—Reading the Bible is the primary way we “listen to the Spirit.” We may not always want to read the Bible, 
or we may not feel like we always understand it. Still, we must commit to spending time in God’s Word‚—it is the 
Spirit’s ordinary means for speaking to us.

• Prayer—We may be tempted to think that prayer is saying exactly the right things and praying for no less than an hour 
(and we better have our eyes closed!). But that’s not what Paul tells us—he says that God looks at our hearts, and the 
Spirit intercedes for us. (Rom. 8:26-27). 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

Acts 2

2-4. We know that the Holy Spirit communicates with us as believers, but why should we listen? 
• First, we listen to the Holy Spirit because He is God. As Christians, we believe that God is a Trinity—one God 

in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The triune God has called us, saved us, and empowered us to 
live out the gospel (Eph. 1:3-14). We believe that the Holy Spirit is God living inside of us (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
Throughout the biblical storyline, God is said to have lived in the temple. Today, we no longer go to the temple 
to worship—God the Holy Spirit now lives inside of us. 

• Second, we listen to the Holy Spirit because He reminds us of the gospel. God wants nothing more than for us 
to know, tell, and live out the gospel. Jesus told His disciples in John 14:26 that the Holy Spirit would be sent 
to remind them of the truth (John 14:25-26). We see the work of the Trinity here again. The Father sends the 
Spirit to remind us of Jesus, of the gospel. 

• Third, we listen to the Holy Spirit because He has sealed our salvation. Not only does the Spirit of God live inside 
us and remind us of the gospel, He also seals our salvation. We are sealed for salvation because Jesus has paid it 
all—so the inheritance of eternal salvation given to God’s children is available to us.

The Spirit’s coming was accompanied by physical phenomena that confirmed that something extraordinary was 
taking place. First, there was a sound like the blowing of a violent wind that came from heaven. Wind was often 
used as a metaphor for the breath of God in the Old Testament (2 Sam. 22:16; Job 37:10; Ezek. 37:5). The wind was 
followed by tongues of fire visibly resting on the disciples. Fire, too, was associated with God, a link that John the 
Baptist had spoken about (Luke 3:16). These tongues of fire were evidence that the Holy Spirit had come and filled 
them, and the immediate effect was that all who were present began to proclaim the gospel in different languages.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

The Holy Spirit fills 
God’s people to teach 

and empower us.

• How have you experienced the Spirit speaking to you through the Bible and 
through prayer?
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• Listen to session-by-session training every week on Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or 
LifeWay’s Digital Pass: ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts.

• Read through the main passage of Scripture listed on the opening page of each session. 
• Study the His Story section, focusing on which aspects of the study you will cover during group time. 
• Decide which Intro Option to use to start the lesson. 
• Check each session for a pack item list or description.

The opening pages of each session contain the focal passages of Scripture 
covered, the main point to be emphasized throughout the session, and 
two introductory options to help get the session started.

These four pages contain the main teaching material for each session. 
This section follows the storyline of the Bible, focusing on what God 
has done in redemptive history throughout the pages of Scripture. It’s 
important to study this section and decide beforehand which parts of the 
material to emphasize to students to support the main idea of the session. 
In addition, these pages also contain discussion questions for your group 
time. Most of these questions will be observational or personal response 
type questions; for those that are not, the surrounding paragraphs in the 
Teaching Plan and Commentary can provide suggested answers. 

The His Story section is divided into two parts: the Teaching Plan  
(left side) and the Commentary (right side). 

• The Teaching Plan is designed to help you lead the session material, 
providing biblical content and instructions for when to read the 
biblical passages and ask related questions. 

• The Commentary is additional material that complements The 
Teaching Plan. The material found on this page will give you 
additional insight into the biblical text and help you better prepare 
to lead each session. However, leaders must decide how to use the 
content here during group time. 

FOR STUDENTS
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The Mission Begins
Leader Guide
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Student Devotions

Our Mission God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How is the Holy Spirit involved in helping us to understand the Scriptures? 

According to Peter in Acts 2:22-24 and 2:38, how is someone saved?

Heart

Acts 2:32 says that the people who heard Peter’s message were “pierced to the 
heart.” What does this mean?

When have you felt this? How did you respond?  

Hands

How do you see the church today living out the principles of Acts 2: In community? 
In devoting ourselves to Scripture? In prayer? In sharing possessions? In sharing 
the gospel?

In what ways do you need to ask God to help you live out these characteristics for 
the sake of the church’s mission? 

Our Mission 

Head

When the Holy Spirit came into the lives of Jesus’ disciples, they began to speak in the languages of the people who 
had come from all across the region to Jerusalem for the Passover. In order for us to be saved, we must:

• Receive the gospel with understanding
• Believe the truth about Jesus in a way that moves us to turn from sin and live for Him

The truth is that we’ve all lived with no regard for God’s commands or purposes, and instead lived selfishly however 
we want. Just like the Jews Peter addressed, we’ve rejected Jesus, and He endured the cross because of our sins. If 
you’ve never understood your own sinful condition this way, ask a trusted parent, friend, or leader in your church to 
help you work through how the gospel applies to your life.

Heart

One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of sin (John 16:8). Conviction is a legal term that 
refers to the court’s or judge’s learning the truth about a crime and holding the offender accountable for his actions. 
For us to be saved, we must agree with God about our sins, taking responsibility for choosing to rebel against 
God, and then turn away from living this way. We naturally tend to be prideful and defensive, and this kind of 
change-of-heart can only happen when the Holy Spirit “convicts” us of sin—when He helps us to see the truth about 
the offenses we’ve committed. 

We need to pray every day that the Holy Spirit would help us see the ways we fail to live in line with God’s ways and 
purposes. Then, we are to confess (agree with God) those sins and turn from living in wrong ways. This ministry of 
the Spirit— as well as our continual confessing and turning from sin—is central to our living in close relationship 
with God. 

Hands

When the Spirit filled the disciples, the ways they lived changed. Many people in our culture claim to be followers of 
Christ. However, if we were to examine their lives closely, their thoughts, words, relationships, and actions may not 
reflect Christ very clearly. Just like we see in the Christians in Acts 2, when the Spirit comes into our lives through 
faith in Christ, we will live differently than the world. The Holy Spirit will teach us the truths of Scripture, convict 
us of sin, and help us to live in ways that honor God. As we live out our faith at school, at home, while doing our 
extra-curricular activities, and on the weekends, people will take notice and God will use us to draw others to Him. 
Listen for the Spirit, pray continually that He would help you to live for God, and praise Him as He uses you to 
make a difference!

Main Point:
 The Holy Spirit fills 

God’s people to teach 
and empower us.
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The Our Mission section is designed to show how God’s Story connects 
with our own stories today. It is here we will see how the biblical storyline 
for each session challenges the ways we think, feel, and live from day to day. 
While this certainly happens on an individual level, we do want to stress 
to students that this calling and mission to live differently is something all 
Christians share and pursue in common. Potential answers to the questions 
located here can be found on the right hand side of the page.  

Students remember 30 percent of what they hear and 70 percent of what they 
say and write. In an effort to get students more involved in the biblical storyline 
of Scripture, and in their own personal discipleship, we have included five 
days of devotions following each session in the Daily Discipleship Guide. 
As a leader, emphasize weekly how important it is for students to read these 
devotions and develop the spiritual discipline of being personally in the Word 
of God. These devotions will not only help fill-in the gaps of the biblical 
storyline not covered in the material, but they will also equip students to 
rightly handle the Word of truth by providing simple techniques to studying 
the Bible as illustrated by the Seven Arrows reading method. 

• The His Story section also includes other key components unique to The Gospel Project, such as the Christ Connection, 99 
Essential Doctrines, and In Defense materials, all of which will also be included in the Daily Discipleship Guide. There are 
icons strategically located throughout the Leader Guide Teaching Plan that would naturally provide an easy transition and 
opportunity to talk through these key components: 

Each session will contain a direct look at how the content studied connects with Christ, emphasizing to students how all of 
Scripture points to Him. 

Throughout the course of the three-year study, students will be exposed to 99 essential doctrines. Each session will contain an 
essential doctrine that directly relates to the Bible study material, for the purpose of developing a student’s biblical worldview.

This section will bring up any apologetic related issues to the text studied in each session. This is designed to bring greater 
clarity about a specific part of the text, answer tough questions raised by skeptics, and to help students be able to better 
defend their beliefs. Unlike the other two sections, the In Defense section won’t be included in every session, but only when 
apologetics issues are raised. 

Christ  
Connection

99 Essential  
Doctrines

In  
Defense

Leader Pack
The Leader Pack provides additional ways to make the session interactive 
with PowerPoint templates, posters, and other additional resources to 
support both leader preparation and group time. To identify when to use 
each item, look at the Leader Pack table of contents. 
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Timeline

The 
Mission 

Begins

28.1

Transformed 
by the 
Holy Spirit

28.4

Pursuing 
Godly Living

29.4

Living Out 
the Gospel 
of Jesus

30.4

Holding Fast 
to the Gospel 
of Jesus

28.3

Showing 
Christ in Times 
of Trials

29.3

Trusting in 
the Gospel 
of Jesus

30.3

Experiencing 
New Identity 
in the Gospel 
of Jesus
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Then beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted for them the things 

concerning himself in all the Scriptures.

Luke 24:27

29.1

Living 
Generously

30.1

Proclaiming 
the Gospel 
of Jesus

28.2

Empowered 
by the 
Holy Spirit

Christmas

The Word 
Became Flesh

29.2

Trusting in 
Christ in Life 
and Death

30.2

Confronted 
by the Gospel 
of Jesus
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Jeff Belcher
Editor

The Gospel Project  
for Students

People today, even Christians, have all sorts of views about the Holy 
Spirit. Some people think of the Spirit as a mysterious force. Others 
see the Spirit as a supernatural power that enables us to live for God. 
However, the truth is that the Holy Spirit is a person—and He is God! 
Thankfully, the Bible clearly teaches certain things about the Spirit. 

When Jesus was preparing His disciples for the time He would leave, 
Jesus actually told them it was better that He went away because the 
Holy Spirit would come and fill their lives (John 14:6). Shortly after 
Jesus ascended to heaven, the Spirit did come, and, ever since, He 
ministers to God’s people in powerful and profound ways. It is the 
Holy Spirit who opens our eyes to the truths of Scripture and convicts 
us of sin (John 16:13,8). The Spirit gives encouragement when we 
struggle and comfort when we suffer (John 14:16). The Spirit provides 
the power we need to live in obedience to God and gives gifts to the 
people of God that we would serve one another, building up the church 
(Eph. 3:16; 1 Cor. 12:7). And He does so much more!

Today, if you have questions about the Spirit and the ways He is at work 
in the church and in your life, pay attention to what the Bible has to 
say. We serve the one true God who is Father, Son, and Spirit, and each 
person of the Trinity is worthy of our worship.

From the Editor
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mommy to Landon. She attends Living Faith Bible Fellowship in Tampa, Florida, where 
she serves as a small group leader. Charity is the author of Good Girls Hidden Sins: Shining 
the Light on the Darkness. 

Derwin Gray (unit 29, sessions 3-4) is the founding and lead Pastor of 
Transformation Church in Indian Land, South Carolina. Derwin is husband to Vicki and 
papa to Presley and Jeremiah. He is a graduate of Brigham Young University, Southern 
Evangelical Seminary, and Northern Seminary (DMin in New Testament in Context). He 
is the author of numerous books, most recently, The Good Life.  

Brandon D. Smith (unit 28, sessions 1-2; unit 29, sessions 1-2) is Assistant 
Professor of Theology & New Testament at Cedarville University, Editorial Director for the 
Center for Baptist Renewal, and host of the Church Grammar podcast.

Afshin Ziafat (Christmas session) is the lead pastor of Providence Church in 
Frisco, Texas. Before taking his current role in October 2010, Afshin spent over a decade 
traveling nationally and internationally proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. He and his 
wife, Meredith, currently reside in Frisco, Texas, along with their three children, Elyse, 
Ansley, and Isaac.
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Unit .28

Session .01

Transformed 
by the 
Holy Spirit

1 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like that of 
a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled 
the whole house where they were staying. 3 They saw 
tongues like flames of fire that separated and rested 
on each one of them. 4 Then they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different 
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them. … 22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of Nazareth 
was a man attested to you by God with miracles, 
wonders, and signs that God did among you through 
him, just as you yourselves know. 23 Though he was 
delivered up according to God’s determined plan and 
foreknowledge, you used[a] lawless people to nail him 
to a cross and kill him. 24 God raised him up, ending 
the pains of death, because it was not possible for him 
to be held by death. … 36 “Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know with certainty that God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 
what should we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be 

baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and 
for your children, and for all who are far off, as many 
as the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other 
words he testified and strongly urged them, saying, 
“Be saved from this corrupt generation!” 41 So those 
who accepted his message were baptized, and that day 
about three thousand people were added to them. 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. 
43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and signs were being performed through the apostles. 
44 Now all the believers were together and held all 
things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and 
property and distributed the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. 46 Every day they devoted themselves to 
meeting together in the temple, and broke bread from 
house to house. They ate their food with joyful and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.

Scripture

Acts 2:1-4, 
22-24,36-47
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Unit .28

Session .01

Transformed 
by the 
Holy Spirit

Intro Options

Option 1

Your students should pretend they work for a major motion picture studio. The big wigs have come to 
your students and asked them to come up with the idea for their next superhero movie. Specifically, they 
want this movie to be an origin story (backstory). Give your kids a few minutes to come up with their 
stories. Consider having them create brief storyboards (like a comic strip) or skits illustrating their stories.

Once students have shared their stories, ask them to identify common patterns or themes. Today’s 
lesson will be about the pouring out of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

• What parallels can be drawn between origin stories and Acts 2? 

For example, many origin stories involve an initial public display of the superhero’s power; in Acts 2, 
the apostles speak in tongues, and three thousand people were saved after Peter’s sermon. Also, in origin 
stories, even though the protagonist’s character remains basically the same, he or she experiences a new 
or tremendous increase in some power. In the same way, the apostles’ characters remained the same, but 
they received great power from the Holy Spirit.

Option 2

Come up with multiple random phrases in English, then use Google Translate to translate each phrase 
into a foreign language. For instance, “Apples are much tastier than figs” is translated in Spanish to “Las 
manzanas son mucho más sabrosas que los higos.” “I’d like a wake up call at 6 o’clock” translates in 
German to “Ich hätte gerne einen Weckruf um 6 Uhr.”

Print out each phrase on a separate sheet (including both the English and foreign translations), then 
hand out the sheets to the students. Let the students take turns reading the foreign translation of their 
phrase to the group. The students reading will know the meaning, but the rest of the group won’t. They 
are to do the best they can to pronounce it in the original language, and to seek to convey the meaning 
for the group to guess. After several attempts, have them share the phrase in English.

• Why is it so challenging to communicate when we don’t share a 
common language? How can we overcome this challenge?

At Pentecost, there were people in Jerusalem from various cultures, speaking many languages. This would 
have made sharing the gospel very challenging—next to impossible, in fact. But God had a plan, and 
the Holy Spirit supernaturally enabled the followers of Jesus to declare the gospel in languages that the 
people there understood.

• 

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit fills 

God’s people to teach 
and empower us.
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Read Acts 2:1-4.   

Imagine a friend or family member who is never grateful for the gifts he receives, and he has a way of letting you know it. 
Sometimes it’s just a shrug—“Hmm, thanks.” Other times it’s a rather direct comment—“It’s okay, but I’d rather have new 
sunglasses.” No matter how hard you try, he just doesn’t appreciate the gifts.

• When has someone shown a lack of appreciation for a gift you’ve given? How 
did it make you feel? 

In many ways, Christians respond similarly to the Holy Spirit. Though Scripture refers to Him as a gift, we can at times 
respond to His presence with a total lack of appreciation to God. It may be because we simply don’t understand His purpose, 
therefore, we miss the point altogether. As God’s gift to us, our gratitude for the Holy Spirit should be evident in our lives. 
Rather than ignoring the Spirit, we should celebrate His existence and, further, that He’s been given to us. If the Father is 
the “giver of every good and perfect gift” (Jas. 1:17), then it makes sense that we should receive the Holy Spirit with joy. 

Perhaps the most obvious struggle for most Christians is their misunderstanding of the Holy Spirit’s purpose. At times, 
well-meaning Christians read Acts 2 and end up disagreeing, even arguing, about the role or legitimacy of spiritual gifts, 
like speaking in tongues. While that issue is certainly important, we must remember that the Holy Spirit comes into the 
lives of all followers of Christ to bring unity (Eph. 4:3-5) and so that we can believe and live out the gospel in our everyday 
lives. This was the main reason Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit (John 14:26).

In the Old Testament, God’s presence dwelt in the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34-35) and temple (1 Kings 8:10-11; 
2 Chron. 7:1-2). Today, God’s Spirit not only dwells among His people, but within them. 

• How does the Holy Spirit minister in the lives of believers?
It’s important that we understand that we are saved not by our background, race, family, or—we are saved by the 
grace of God shown in the work of Christ, which is sealed by the Holy Spirit. Praise God for the Holy Spirit’s work 
in our lives! 

Read Acts 2:1-4.   

At Pentecost, after the Spirit had filled the believers who were together in Jerusalem, which moved them to declare the power 
of God in the languages of everyone present, Peter stood up and began to boldly and clearly proclaim the gospel. The people 
were convicted, and asked how they should respond. Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Salvation cannot be earned. Instead, it is the work of the Triune God—the Father planned it, Jesus accomplished it, 
and the Holy Spirit applies it. This is why we must always listen to the Spirit—He seals our salvation and helps us to 
live in obedience to God (Eph. 1:13). Once we have repented and been baptized in the name of Jesus, we listen to the 
Spirit through:

• Scripture—Reading the Bible is the primary way we “listen to the Spirit.” We may not always want to read the Bible, 
or we may not feel like we always understand it. Still, we must commit to spending time in God’s Word‚—it is the 
Spirit’s ordinary means for speaking to us.

• Prayer—We may be tempted to think that prayer is saying exactly the right things and praying for no less than an hour 
(and we better have our eyes closed!). But that’s not what Paul tells us—he says that God looks at our hearts, and the 
Spirit intercedes for us. (Rom. 8:26-27). 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

• How have you experienced the Spirit speaking to you through the Bible and 
through prayer?
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 08, DDG)

Personality of the Holy Spirit
The Bible not only affirms the full divinity of the Holy Spirit, but also His personhood. 
Many people have mistakenly believed that the Spirit is a force or power, not a person. 
However, Scripture affirms His personhood by acknowledging that He is treated as a 
person (Acts 5:3; 7:51; Heb. 10:29), acts like a person (John 14:26, 15:26; Rom. 8:14), 
has attributes of a person (1 Cor. 2:10-11; Eph. 4:30), and acts in personal ways 
(Isa. 63:10; Acts 13:2). In addition to these, the Bible also affirms that Christians relate 
to Him personally (Acts 5:3-4; 7:51).

Acts 2

2-4. We know that the Holy Spirit communicates with us as believers, but why should we listen? 
• First, we listen to the Holy Spirit because He is God. As Christians, we believe that God is a Trinity—one God 

in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The triune God has called us, saved us, and empowered us to 
live out the gospel (Eph. 1:3-14). We believe that the Holy Spirit is God living inside of us (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
Throughout the biblical storyline, God is said to have lived in the temple. Today, we no longer go to the temple 
to worship—God the Holy Spirit now lives inside of us. 

• Second, we listen to the Holy Spirit because He reminds us of the gospel. God wants nothing more than for us 
to know, tell, and live out the gospel. Jesus told His disciples in John 14:26 that the Holy Spirit would be sent 
to remind them of the truth (John 14:25-26). We see the work of the Trinity here again. The Father sends the 
Spirit to remind us of Jesus, of the gospel. 

• Third, we listen to the Holy Spirit because He has sealed our salvation. Not only does the Spirit of God live inside 
us and remind us of the gospel, He also seals our salvation. We are sealed for salvation because Jesus has paid it 
all—so the inheritance of eternal salvation given to God’s children is available to us.

The Spirit’s coming was accompanied by physical phenomena that confirmed that something extraordinary was 
taking place. First, there was a sound like the blowing of a violent wind that came from heaven. Wind was often 
used as a metaphor for the breath of God in the Old Testament (2 Sam. 22:16; Job 37:10; Ezek. 37:5). The wind was 
followed by tongues of fire visibly resting on the disciples. Fire, too, was associated with God, a link that John the 
Baptist had spoken about (Luke 3:16). These tongues of fire were evidence that the Holy Spirit had come and filled 
them, and the immediate effect was that all who were present began to proclaim the gospel in different languages.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

The Holy Spirit fills 
God’s people to teach 

and empower us.
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• How have you experienced the Spirit speaking to you through God’s Word?

Read Acts 2:42-47.

Acts 2:42-47 ultimately describes a bunch of normal folks, like you and me, praying, eating, and worshiping together. 
This new community of believers lived out their faith in what seems ordinary in many ways, but which was evidence 
of the Spirit’s work in their lives. They were united in their spirits, and this affected the ways they lived. They were 
a close community! And as others saw the change in them, the power of the Spirit working in the lives of these new 
believers impacted their neighbors as well. 

We see in Acts 2 that the church grew in extraordinary ways, but this wasn’t the result of the Apostle’s plans or 
efforts—it was the byproduct of the church being the church, and God’s working through them. We live in a 
different context than did the newly forming church in Jerusalem, and though we may try, we can’t totally recreate 
first-century Christianity. But the key ingredients haven’t changed and our calling is the same. Jesus said, “Everyone 
will know you are my disciples if you love one another” (John 13:35). When we listen to the Spirit’s speaking through 
Scripture, pray in the Spirit, live in close community with other believers, and boldly and clearly share the gospel, 
God will bring people into the church and His name will be glorified. 

• When you think of “church growth,” do you think of numbers or maturity? 
Why are both important?

• If growth happens only by the power of God, why is it important that we live 
as witnesses, sharing the gospel?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 09, DDG)  Christ Connection

Jesus had instructed His disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit because He would 
empower them to be His witnesses on earth. Just as Jesus had promised, the Holy 
Spirit came upon the disciples, filled them, and empowered them at Pentecost 
resulting in about 3,000 new believers. Still today, God gives the Holy Spirit to 
those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, and the Spirit works in our lives to 
make us more like Jesus. 

In Defense (p. 10, DDG)

Peter proclaimed, “Fellow Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of Nazareth was a 
man attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you 
through him, just as you yourselves know” (Acts 2:22). Many people think that Jesus 
performed miracles to “prove” who He was to the people who witnessed these supernatural 
events. Yet this isn’t the best way to think about Jesus’ miracles. Jesus didn’t need to prove 
anything. Instead, we should see Jesus’ miracles as signs intended to help those weak in faith 
to overcome their struggles to believe. Jesus said that the works He did in the name of the 
Father—including miracles, but the ways He loved and served every day as well—testified 
to Him as the Messiah (John 10:25). Jesus also said that the Spirit, who would come after 
Jesus’ departure, would testify to the world about Jesus (John 15:26). We need also to 
keep in mind that Jesus said His followers would testify about Him (John 15:26). There 
was a time when, according to God’s plan, Jesus used miraculous demonstrations to help 
people overcome their struggles to believe. Today, even though He can still do miracles, 
in helping people to believe, God generally uses His people’s declaring the gospel and the 
Spirit’s opening their eyes to its truth. 
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Acts 2

There are several things we need to understand about the early church:
• They were devoted to the apostles’ teaching—specifically, the teachings from Scripture—and that they believed 

right theology. 
• They were devoted to fellowship and the breaking of bread, and they lived in close community. 
• They were devoted to prayer—inviting the Spirit to work among them and open their eyes to the truths of 

Scripture and praying for one another, that God would provide for their needs. 
• They held all things in common, sharing generously with one another as there were needs. 
• They were generous not only to others in the church, but to outsiders and those in need. 
• They met at the temple for more structured corporate worship, as well as in their homes
• They were joyful and humble, allowing the gospel to shape their interactions.
• They had a good reputation with outsiders, and God blessed their witness. 

COMMENTARY

(p. 09, DDG)  Christ Connection

Jesus had instructed His disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit because He would 
empower them to be His witnesses on earth. Just as Jesus had promised, the Holy 
Spirit came upon the disciples, filled them, and empowered them at Pentecost 
resulting in about 3,000 new believers. Still today, God gives the Holy Spirit to 
those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, and the Spirit works in our lives to 
make us more like Jesus. 

Main Point:
The Holy Spirit fills 

God’s people to teach 
and empower us.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How is the Holy Spirit involved in helping us to understand the Scriptures? 

According to Peter in Acts 2:22-24 and 2:38, how is someone saved?

Heart

Acts 2:32 says that the people who heard Peter’s message were “pierced to the 
heart.” What does this mean?

When have you felt this? How did you respond?  

Hands

How do you see the church today living out the principles of Acts 2: In community? 
In devoting ourselves to Scripture? In prayer? In sharing possessions? In sharing 
the gospel?

In what ways do you need to ask God to help you live out these characteristics for 
the sake of the church’s mission? 

Our Mission 
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Head

When the Holy Spirit came into the lives of Jesus’ disciples, they began to speak in the languages of the people who 
had come from all across the region to Jerusalem for the Passover. In order for us to be saved, we must:

• Receive the gospel with understanding
• Believe the truth about Jesus in a way that moves us to turn from sin and live for Him

The truth is that we’ve all lived with no regard for God’s commands or purposes, and instead lived selfishly however 
we want. Just like the Jews Peter addressed, we’ve rejected Jesus, and He endured the cross because of our sins. If 
you’ve never understood your own sinful condition this way, ask a trusted parent, friend, or leader in your church to 
help you work through how the gospel applies to your life.

Heart

One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of sin (John 16:8). Conviction is a legal term that 
refers to the court’s or judge’s learning the truth about a crime and holding the offender accountable for his actions. 
For us to be saved, we must agree with God about our sins, taking responsibility for choosing to rebel against 
God, and then turn away from living this way. We naturally tend to be prideful and defensive, and this kind of 
change-of-heart can only happen when the Holy Spirit “convicts” us of sin—when He helps us to see the truth about 
the offenses we’ve committed. 

We need to pray every day that the Holy Spirit would help us see the ways we fail to live in line with God’s ways and 
purposes. Then, we are to confess (agree with God) those sins and turn from living in wrong ways. This ministry of 
the Spirit— as well as our continual confessing and turning from sin—is central to our living in close relationship 
with God. 

Hands

When the Spirit filled the disciples, the ways they lived changed. Many people in our culture claim to be followers of 
Christ. However, if we were to examine their lives closely, their thoughts, words, relationships, and actions may not 
reflect Christ very clearly. Just like we see in the Christians in Acts 2, when the Spirit comes into our lives through 
faith in Christ, we will live differently than the world. The Holy Spirit will teach us the truths of Scripture, convict 
us of sin, and help us to live in ways that honor God. As we live out our faith at school, at home, while doing our 
extra-curricular activities, and on the weekends, people will take notice and God will use us to draw others to Him. 
Listen for the Spirit, pray continually that He would help you to live for God, and praise Him as He uses you to 
make a difference!

Main Point:
 The Holy Spirit fills 

God’s people to teach 
and empower us.
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