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How to Use This Study

Intro

His Story

The opening page of each session contains the focal passages of Scripture for 
that lesson. Take a moment to read through these passages before your group 
discussion begins. 

The Christ Connection specifically points out how the biblical passage for that session points to 
Jesus, thus connecting the dots and helping students to understand how the books of the Bible 
fit together. 

There are 99 Essential Doctrines we will see covered over the course of three years. Each session 
will contain an essential doctrine that directly relates to the Bible study material. Knowing these 
doctrines will help you, as a student, to be more grounded in what Christianity teaches and 
celebrates, as well as being better equipped to explain to others what it is you actually believe. 

The In Defense section discusses apologetic issues and questions related to the lesson. The term 
“apologetics” simply refers to the task of defending the faith, or being able to explain why we 
believe what we believe. Thus, this section is designed to bring greater clarity about a specific part 
of the text, answer tough questions raised by skeptics, and to simply help you be able to better 
defend your beliefs to any who may ask why you believe Christianity to be true. 

Intended for group and personal use, the 
His Story contains the main point of 
the session, questions to interact with as 
a group, and the key components found 
in the Leader Guide—Christ Connection, 
Essential Doctrines, and In Defense. 
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Daily Devotions

Our Mission

Intended for group and/or personal use, the Our Mission section is designed to 
show how the biblical passage for that day challenges the way we think, feel, and live 
from that day forward. It is intended to show that every session goes beyond merely 
learning new facts about the Bible’s big stories and characters. In fact, God’s intention 
in the pages of Scripture is to make us more like His Son, Jesus. And one of the ways 
in which that happens is by constantly looking to Jesus in the pages of the Bible.

In addition to the group portions of this study, the Daily Discipleship Guide also includes five days of 
devotions following each session. As you journey through the storyline of Scripture over the course of three 
years, you won’t have time to cover some sections of the Bible. These devotions will help with that, filling in the 
gaps in the biblical storyline and allowing more opportunities to cover biblical themes and insights not discussed 
during group time. These devotions are also aimed at equipping you to know how to read and interpret the 
Bible for yourself by providing simple techniques to studying the Bible. The Seven Arrows reading method 
has been provided at the beginning of each week’s devotions as a reminder of common questions to ask about 
Scripture as you read each day. 
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Timeline

The Mission
Begins

28.1

Transformed 
by the 
Holy Spirit

30.4

Holding Fast 
to the Gospel 
of Jesus

30.3

Experiencing 
New Identity 
in the Gospel 
of Jesus

28.4

Pursuing 
Godly Living

29.4

Living Out 
the Gospel 
of Jesus

28.3

Showing 
Christ In Times 
of Trials

29.3

Trusting in 
the Gospel 
of Jesus
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Christmas

The Word 
Became Flesh

28.2

Empowered 
by the 
Holy Spirit

Then beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted for them the things 

concerning himself in all the Scriptures.

Luke 24:27

29.2

Trusting in 
Christ in Life 
and Death

30.2

Confronted 
by the Gospel 
of Jesus

29.1

Living 
Generously

30.1

Proclaiming 
the Gospel 
of Jesus
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1 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like that of a 
violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the 
whole house where they were staying. 3 They saw tongues 
like flames of fire that separated and rested on each one of 
them. 4 Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled 
them. … 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to these words: This 
Jesus of Nazareth was a man attested to you by God with 
miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you 
through him, just as you yourselves know. 23 Though he 
was delivered up according to God’s determined plan and 
foreknowledge, you used[a] lawless people to nail him to a 
cross and kill him. 24 God raised him up, ending the pains 
of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by 
death. … 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know with 
certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter replied, 

“Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 
and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many 
as the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other words 
he testified and strongly urged them, saying, “Be saved from 
this corrupt generation!” 41 So those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
people were added to them. 42 They devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread, and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and 
many wonders and signs were being performed through the 
apostles. 44 Now all the believers were together and held 
all things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and 
property and distributed the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together 
in the temple, and broke bread from house to house. They 
ate their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the 
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Scripture

Acts 2:1-4,
22-24,36-47

Unit .28

Session .01

Transformed 
by the 
Holy Spirit
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Personality of 
the Holy Spirit

The Bible not only affirms the full 
divinity of the Holy Spirit, but also His 
personhood. Many people have mistakenly 
believed that the Spirit is a force or power, 
not a person. However, Scripture affirms 
His personhood by acknowledging that 
He is treated as a person (Acts 5:3; 7:51; 
Heb. 10:29), acts like a person (John 14:26, 
15:26; Rom. 8:14), has attributes of 
a person (1 Cor. 2:10-11; Eph. 4:30), 
and acts in personal ways (Isa. 63:10; 
Acts 13:2). In addition to these, the Bible 
also affirms that Christians relate to Him 
personally (Acts 5:3-4; 7:51).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

When has someone shown a lack of appreciation for a gift you’ve given? 
How did it make you feel?

How does the Holy Spirit minister in 
the lives of believers?
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Personality of 
the Holy Spirit

The Bible not only affirms the full 
divinity of the Holy Spirit, but also His 
personhood. Many people have mistakenly 
believed that the Spirit is a force or power, 
not a person. However, Scripture affirms 
His personhood by acknowledging that 
He is treated as a person (Acts 5:3; 7:51; 
Heb. 10:29), acts like a person (John 14:26, 
15:26; Rom. 8:14), has attributes of 
a person (1 Cor. 2:10-11; Eph. 4:30), 
and acts in personal ways (Isa. 63:10; 
Acts 13:2). In addition to these, the Bible 
also affirms that Christians relate to Him 
personally (Acts 5:3-4; 7:51).

How have you experienced the Spirit speaking to you through God’s Word?

When you think of “church growth,” do you think of numbers or maturity? 
Why are both important?

Main Point
 The Holy Spirit fills God’s people 

to teach and empower us.

Christ Connection

Jesus had instructed His disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit because 
He would empower them to be His witnesses on earth. Just as Jesus 
had promised, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples, filled them, 
and empowered them at Pentecost resulting in about 3,000 new 
believers. Still today, God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust in 
Jesus as Lord and Savior, and the Spirit works in our lives to make us 
more like Jesus.
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In Defense

Peter proclaimed, “Fellow Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of 
Nazareth was a man attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, and 
signs that God did among you through him, just as you yourselves know” 
(Acts 2:22). Many people think that Jesus performed miracles to “prove” who 
He was to the people who witnessed these supernatural events. Yet this isn’t the 
best way to think about Jesus’ miracles. Jesus didn’t need to prove anything. 
Instead, we should see Jesus’ miracles as signs intended to help those weak 
in faith to overcome their struggles to believe. Jesus said that the works He 
did in the name of the Father—including miracles, but the ways He loved 
and served every day as well—testified to Him as the Messiah (John 10:25). 
Jesus also said that the Spirit, who would come after Jesus’ departure, would 
testify to the world about Jesus (John 15:26). We need also to keep in mind 
that Jesus said His followers would testify about Him (John 15:26). There was 
a time when, according to God’s plan, Jesus used miraculous demonstrations 
to help people overcome their struggles to believe. Today, even though He can 
still do miracles, in helping people to believe, God generally uses His people’s 
declaring the gospel and the Spirit’s opening their eyes to its truth.

His Story

If growth happens only by the power of God, why is it important that we live 
as witnesses, sharing the gospel?
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Our Mission

Head

How is the Holy Spirit involved in helping us to understand the Scriptures? 

According to Peter in Acts 2:22-24 and 2:38, how is someone saved? 

Heart

Acts 2:32 says that the people who heard Peter’s message were “pierced to 
the heart.” What does this mean?

When have you felt this? How did you respond? 

Hands

How do you see the church today living out the principles of Acts 2: In 
community? In devoting ourselves to Scripture? In prayer? In sharing 
possessions? In sharing the gospel?

In what ways do you need to ask God to help you live out these 
characteristics for the sake of the church’s mission?
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Daily 
Devotions

Sometimes Christians argue over the role of the 
Holy Spirit, particularly in elements of Christian 
worship like speaking in tongues. Interestingly, this 
“debate” began immediately after the Holy Spirit 
was poured out on the first Christians. 

While we cannot examine the various views of 
spiritual gifts here, it is worth reflecting on our 
attitude toward those with whom we disagree, 
including our brothers and sisters in Christ. Because 
nobody is perfect, it is understandable that we may 
disagree about certain interpretations of Scripture. 
However, we should all agree that when the gift of 
the Holy Spirit is poured out on people, we should 
primarily rejoice at God’s work in the world.

Instead of ridiculing others like we see in this 
passage, we can rejoice anytime others rejoice in 
God’s work in their lives. We are all inclined, at 
times, toward doubt, skepticism, and criticism, but 
unlike the scoffers, we should stand ready to rejoice 
when the Holy Spirit works in us and in the world.  

How are you tempted to be 
skeptical when others praise God 
for something?

Day 1

Acts 
2:1-13

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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In this passage, Peter somewhat hilariously rebuked 
the crowd for accusing the new believers of being 
drunk. However, Peter’s larger point is clear: this 
was not some sort of foolishness—this was the 
work of God.

Quoting Joel 2, Peter told the Jewish onlookers that 
they were witnessing the answer to a promise God 
had made long before. If they had ears to hear, they 
would know that these languages being spoken 
served as a sign of God’s promises.

The Jews should have been the people most ready 
to receive this news. After all, this was a direct 
prophecy from their Scriptures. But instead, some 
of them doubted the work of God in the lives of the 
Christians. Peter reminded them that God is always 
at work—among every nation, tribe, and tongue—
and this is evident if they will only remember God’s 
promise through the prophet Joel.

In what ways do you see God at work 
around you? How can you join in 
His mission?

Day 2

Acts 
2:14-21

Peter told the crowd that Jesus was crucified 
according, in an eternal sense, to the plan of God, 
but that, from an earthly perspective, His crucifixion 
happened at the hands of those who rejected Him. 
In Scripture, there is often an apparent tension 
between the sovereignty of God—the fact that He 
is all-powerful and in full control over history—
and humanity’s responsibility for sin—the fact 
that people choose to sin. Ultimately, God is never 
blamed for sin and people are always responsible 
for the sins they commit.

Here, Peter quoted Psalm 16:8-11 as a way of wisdom: 
rejoice in Christ and put your hope in Him. Jesus’ 
resurrection is the ultimate proof that God kept His 
promises to save His people. This is directed at the 
Jewish scoffers, but is ultimately applicable to all of us. 
We should never join those who turn their backs on 
Christ by “recrucifying the Son of God and holding 
him up to contempt” (Heb. 6:6). Rather, we should 
place our hope in His promises, receiving the Holy 
Spirit and listening to His voice.

Christ can’t literally be crucified 
twice, but how do our sin and doubt 
figuratively “recrucify” Him?

Day 3

Acts 
2:22-28
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This sermon by Peter was the first clear proclamation 
of the gospel after Christ’s ascension into heaven. 
Peter broke it down for them: unlike David or 
any other biblical hero, Christ died, was buried 
and raised, and then ascended to the Father’s right 
hand. Whomever you might see as a hero in your 
life, the truth is that only Jesus is Lord. Therefore, 
allegiance to Him, submission to His authority, 
and the acts of repentance and baptism are the 
logical conclusions.

The gift of the Holy Spirit is God’s promise to 
seal us for salvation and empower us to live out 
the gospel. Indeed, even Christians with the Holy 
Spirit’s help are called to remember and live in light 
of the gospel (John 14:26).

In what ways can you introduce the 
gospel to someone in your life?

Day 4

Acts 
2:29-40

After all we’ve read in this passage, the culmination 
of the story is God’s people believing, embodying, 
and sharing the gospel. God did a miraculous work 
at Pentecost, but what we saw there was not unique. 
He still saves people every day all over the globe. 
We often pray for “revival”—and rightly so—but 
sometimes this prayer can downplay the everyday, 
seemingly routine aspects of gospel living.

These people in Acts were living, breathing 
miracles—every one of them transformed by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. They had received a gift 
and rejoiced in it daily. They worshiped together 
through believing and proclaiming the truths of 
Scripture, spending time with one another and 
eating together, serving their neighbors, and joyfully 
and humbly living out the day-to-day grind of life. 
There was nothing special about these people other 
than they had been given the Holy Spirit and were 
willing to listen to Him. As each of us receive the 
Holy Spirit, may we do the same.

What are aspects of this description 
of the early church that you can 
grow in?

Day 5

Acts 
2:41-47
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