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Jesus Is 
Questioned

19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies, leaving a wife behind but no child, that 
man should take the wife and raise up offspring for 
his brother. 20 There were seven brothers. The first 
married a woman, and dying, left no offspring. 21 The 
second also took her, and he died, leaving no offspring. 
And the third likewise. 22 None of the seven left 
offspring. Last of all, the woman died too. 23 In the 
resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she be, 
since the seven had married her?” 24 Jesus spoke to 
them, “Isn’t this the reason why you’re mistaken: you 
don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 For 
when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage but are like angels in heaven. 
26 And as for the dead being raised—haven’t you read 
in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning 
bush, how God said to him: I am the God of Abraham 
and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob? 27 He 
is not the God of the dead but of the living. You are 
badly mistaken.” 28 One of the scribes approached. 
When he heard them debating and saw that Jesus 
answered them well, he asked him, “Which command 
is the most important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The 

most important is Listen, O Israel! The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength. 31 The second is, 
Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
command greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe said 
to him, “You are right, teacher. You have correctly said 
that he is one, and there is no one else except him. 
33 And to love him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding, and with all your strength, and to love 
your neighbor as yourself, is far more important than 
all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus 
saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” And no one 
dared to question him any longer. 35 While Jesus was 
teaching in the temple, he asked, “How can the scribes 
say that the Messiah is the son of David? 36 David 
himself says by the Holy Spirit: The Lord declared 
to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand until I put your 
enemies under your feet.’ 37 David himself calls him 
‘Lord’; how then can he be his son?” And the large 
crowd was listening to him with delight.

Scripture

Mark 12:19-37
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Intro Options

Option 1

Have you ever been stumped by a question? Maybe a teacher asked you to explain some detail over an 
assignment and you were clueless as to a response, or maybe you hear something in a podcast and realize 
you have never thought about it before. Chances are, we’ve all faced situations where we were confronted 
with our own limited knowledge. And in some of those instances, the circumstances can be embarrassing. 

• Share of a time where you felt embarrassed over not knowing the 
answer to a question. 

In the previous session, we saw that crowds welcomed Jesus as He triumphantly entered Jerusalem, but the 
religious leaders also criticized him. In this session, we will examine Jesus’ responses to questions posed to 
Him by those leaders. The religious leaders wanted to trap Jesus with His own words. When He answered 
their questions, He spoke from the authority of God’s Word and left everyone amazed. Likewise, it is by the 
authority of God’s Word that we can encounter Jesus and marvel at His supreme worth. Jesus is the Word 
of God in human flesh—the only One who can perfectly reveal all of God’s truth with divine authority.  

Option 2

Give each of your students an index card. Each person is to write down the most profound statement 
they can think of. Collect the cards and shuffle them.

Pull them out one at a time and have students rank the cards from most to least profound. You can 
spread them out in a line on the floor or on tables.

Once you have the statements all lined up, introduce one final card. On it should be written, “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” Ask them where on the spectrum of cards they would 
put this one. 

As simple as the children’s song is, it’s an amazing statement: Jesus, the God of the universe, loves 
us individually. And the way we know this is because the Bible says so. The song lyric emphasizes the 
wisdom of the Bible as our foundational authority.

Tell the students that in today’s lesson Jesus will make several profound statements. Each of those 
statements will come from the Word of God; Jesus says they are true because the Bible tells us so. Let’s 
see what they are.

Main Point:
Jesus models what 

it means to live 
under the authority 

of God’s Word. 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 48, DDG)

Authority of Scripture
Since the Bible is the inspired Word from God, God’s special revelation to humanity, 
the Bible is the ultimate standard of authority for the Christian. Because it is truthful in 
everything that it teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for wisdom, instructing us on 
how to live life well to the glory of God. Submitting to the authority of Scripture means 
that we are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.

Read Mark 12:19-27.  

Humans have always found questions about life after death fascinating. Every religion has some perspective on what 
happens after we die, even if that is ceasing from self or no existence at all. In Jesus’ day, this was a fiercely debated 
topic amongst the Jews. But not every question is asked from a genuine desire to know and understand the truth.

• Have you ever seen someone ask a deceitful or unfair question? What did 
that look like?

The Sadducees, a Jewish sect, did not believe in an afterlife and rejected the concept of resurrection (Mark 12:18), but 
Jesus taught these very things. They considered Jesus a threat to their position in Judaism and local Roman politics, so 
they attempted to trap Him with a theological riddle, a disingenuous question about marital status in the “supposed” 
resurrection. They wanted to discredit Him in the eyes of the crowds. 

The Sadducees’ hyperbolic question was intended to paint the notion of an afterlife as silly. The Sadducees were hoping 
to trap Jesus by forcing Him either to deny a supernatural resurrection altogether or to admit that a supernatural 
resurrection would lead to some awkward realities in the afterlife (like a cluster of husbands for a single widow). To 
the Sadducees, there was no way around this dilemma.

Jesus answered that the woman wouldn’t be married to any of the seven brothers in the afterlife because there is no 
marriage in the afterlife. Jesus taught that resurrection doesn’t mean a continuation of what we see here and now but 
a whole re-creation—all things made new. 

To establish the truth of the resurrection, Jesus appealed in verse 26 to the Law, the first five books of the Bible, 
which was still a part of the Sadducees’ stripped down version of the Hebrew Scriptures. In Exodus 3:6, God Himself 
spoke of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the present tense, even though these men had been dead for centuries. The 
implication from Scripture is that they still exist and are alive, in some fashion, though not yet physically resurrected.

• Why is it always a good thing to begin our answer to something by starting 
first with Scripture? 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Mark 12

18. “The Sadducees were a Jewish sect skeptical about the extent of the supernatural in the natural world. They were 
an elite group of Jewish aristocrats who were known as much for their wealth and privilege as they were for their 
devotion to the Jewish faith, although their version of the faith was stripped down. They taught that only the first five 
books of the Hebrew Bible (the Law) were divinely inspired by God and the rest (the Prophets and the Writings) were 
not. Contrary to the Pharisees, the Sadducees didn’t believe in a heavenly kingdom that a Messiah would rule over; 
they didn’t believe in a Savior who would save them from death’s grip and restore all things. Instead, they believed 
when you die, you’re just dead and cease to exist—no heaven, no afterlife, just nothing.”1

19-27. “Earlier, Jesus was challenged by the Pharisees regarding marriage (Mrk. 10:2-12). In that case, the Pharisees 
chose a text from Deuteronomy to argue for no-fault divorce. Jesus went back to Genesis to provide a more accurate 
interpretive context for Moses’ statement. Now the Sadducees challenge Jesus on the basis of the permanence of 
marriage, using a text from Deuteronomy to make the resurrection look silly. Jesus once again goes back earlier in the 
Pentateuch to answer His critics. This time He turns to Exodus to show how the resurrection is clearly established 
in Scripture.”2

COMMENTARY

In Defense (p. 50, DDG)

Jesus’ words in verse 25 do not teach that deceased loved ones become guardian angels, as 
people often say to comfort those who are grieving. Rather, Jesus referenced the angels to 
emphasize that marriage won’t apply in the afterlife, just as it doesn’t for the angels now.

Main Point:
Jesus models what 

it means to live 
under the authority 

of God’s Word. 
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Read Mark 12:28-34. 

The topic of the most important command in the law was another hot debate amongst the Jews, particularly the 
scribes. It was a popular belief that if one obeyed the law perfectly, one could earn God’s love. So the scribes tried to 
identify the most important commands so that a reasonable attempt could be made to obey them all. 

• What are some Old Testament commands you would identify as 
most important?

Jesus responded first by quoting Deuteronomy 6:4-5, which begins not with a command but with a proclamation 
about who God is—He is the one true God—followed by the command to love God with all that we are: heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. Jesus went on to add a second command from Leviticus 19:18: we are to love others as ourselves. 
Jesus upended the entire Pharisaical system with this answer: we don’t obey to earn God’s love, but we love God and 
others because He first loved us.

• Why was this a perfect response on the part of Jesus? How are the two 
commandments connected? 

Read Mark 12:35-37.

Jesus had been answering questions up to this point, and those who had hoped to trap Him had given up. Now Jesus 
asked a question of His own. The scribes knew the Messiah would be a descendant of David, a “son of David” (2 Sam. 
7:12-16). But did they know what that entailed? Was the Messiah a conquering king who would liberate them from 
the Romans and take His seat on the throne of David as ruler over the promised land? Jesus pointed out that David 
himself had something to say about that.

To challenge the crowd’s assumptions about the Messiah, Jesus referred to Psalm 110, which was written by David 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This psalm as a whole speaks about the destruction of the enemies of God 
and His people, but Jesus focused on the first line, specifically the wording of that introduction. David’s intentional 
and inspired words reveal the Messiah’s divinity. For while Jesus is the human “Son of David,” David also declared 
Him as “Lord.”

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, a crowd of people lined up on the side of the road to welcome Him 
like a king. They cried out “Son of David,” hoping He was the promised Messiah. Little did they know this Son of 
David was also the Son of God. The Scriptures as a whole make it clear that the Messiah would not only be a human 
descendant from David but also a divine figure from God Himself, superior to David and superior to the angels 
(Heb. 1).

• What does it look like for you to declare Jesus as Lord in your everyday life?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 49, DDG)  Christ Connection

The religious leaders questioned Jesus to trap Him in His words, but each time, 
Jesus answered them from the authority of God’s Word, and they could not 
respond. Jesus is the Word of God who came to reveal God perfectly to us. He has 
all authority in heaven and on earth. 
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Mark 12

28. Scribes were an elite class of Pharisee, experts in the religious laws of the Old Testament. They were a vocational 
hybrid of sorts: half theological expert and half lawyer. There were many religious laws that governed the Jews at 
the time (rabbinic tradition identified 613 laws in the Mosaic Law), and the scribe’s job was to study each law and 
determine its purpose: why it existed and how it should be observed and judged.

Though scribes are viewed negatively throughout the Book of Mark (1:22; 2:16; 3:22; 8:31; 11:18; 12:38-40; 14:1; 
15:31), this scribe appears respectful and genuine in his question to Jesus, seeking His informed input.

35-37. The question-and-answer exchange Jesus had been having took place during the week leading up to the 
Passover festival, which amplified people’s hope for redemption. The longing for fulfillment of God’s promise to 
David was swirling in the air. The Jews believed the Messiah would come with royal Davidic authority to Jerusalem 
and the temple to bring the glory of the kingdom God’s people had been anticipating for ages. 

The people in Jerusalem were hopeful for the Messiah’s arrival. Questions about Jesus’ own messiahship were growing 
among the crowds because of His triumphal entry into Jerusalem and subsequent cleansing of the temple (Mark 11). 
Jesus knew this and used this opportunity to help them open their minds to something significant about the Messiah’s 
identity—a truth that had been recorded in their Scriptures that even their best scribes had overlooked.

COMMENTARY

(p. 49, DDG)  Christ Connection

The religious leaders questioned Jesus to trap Him in His words, but each time, 
Jesus answered them from the authority of God’s Word, and they could not 
respond. Jesus is the Word of God who came to reveal God perfectly to us. He has 
all authority in heaven and on earth. 

Main Point:
Jesus models what 

it means to live 
under the authority 

of God’s Word. 
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How does this session challenge our thinking about Scripture?  

What are some ways you can give more priority to God’s Word in your life?

Heart

Why is it important to emphasize that our love for God and others first begins with 
God’s love for us?

Why should our love for others flow out of our love for God?

Hands

What are some practical ways this session challenges us to live?  

What are some ways we can love others around us? 

Our Mission 
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Head

Jesus modeled what it looks like to take God at His Word. When the religious leaders attempted to trip Him up 
in His teachings, He always settled the matter by appealing to the Scriptures. When He spoke, He did so from the 
authority of God’s Word. We might be tempted with the same doubt the religious leaders had of Jesus. We might also 
be tempted to pick and choose the parts of the Bible that reinforce our own assumptions. But as disciples of Jesus, 
we must take on His same posture toward the Word of God. Just as Jesus relied on the authority of the Scriptures, so 
should we as we field and pose questions to help people see Jesus as the Son of God, our Lord. 

Heart

Many of us may assume that we must be considered “good” before having a relationship with God, that being “good” 
is a necessary first step done on our part to establish the relationship. This is similar to the worldview of the scribes. 
Instead, Jesus said our love and obedience must begin with knowing who He is and what He has done. Jesus’ opening 
words about the one true God would have stirred up redemptive memories for God’s people: He is the God who set 
Israel apart in Abraham, the One who liberated them out of slavery through Moses, and the One who loved them 
first. 

The scribe recognized the righteousness of Jesus’ answer. The commands to love God and love others are greater than 
the whole sacrificial system, right? Think about it: if in response to God’s love and Jesus’ sacrifice His people love 
Him and love others, then there would be no need for sacrifices to atone for sins. In effect, loving God and loving 
others because of God’s love for us means we have become living sacrifices to worship and honor God with our very 
lives (Rom. 12:1). 

Hands

This session challenges us to live out our faith on at least two levels. First, it challenges us to be students of the Word. 
Just as Jesus rooted all of His answers in Scripture, we too should be able to address whatever questions are raised by 
first turning to God’s Word and knowing what it says on the topic. Second, we are challenged to love others and seek 
their good. While loving others includes feeling a certain way about people, the word love should also be understood 
as a verb. In other words, how can we love others with our actions just as God displayed His love for us when He 
acted on our behalf and rescued us from our sins? 

Main Point:
Jesus models what 

it means to live 
under the authority 

of God’s Word. 
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