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35 Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing 
their clothes on the colt, they helped Jesus get on it. 
36 As he was going along, they were spreading their 
clothes on the road. 37 Now he came near the path 
down the Mount of Olives, and the whole crowd of 
the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud 
voice for all the miracles they had seen: 38 Blessed is 
the King who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace 
in heaven and glory in the highest heaven! 39 Some 
of the Pharisees from the crowd told him, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, 
if they were to keep silent, the stones would cry out.” 
41 As he approached and saw the city, he wept for it, 

42 saying, “If you knew this day what would bring 
peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 For 
the days will come on you when your enemies will 
build a barricade around you, surround you, and hem 
you in on every side. 44 They will crush you and your 
children among you to the ground, and they will not 
leave one stone on another in your midst, because you 
did not recognize the time when God visited you.” 
45 He went into the temple and began to throw out 
those who were selling, 46 and he said, “It is written, 
my house will be a house of prayer, but you have 
made it a den of thieves!”

Scripture

Luke 19:35-46
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Intro Options

Option 1

Every Saturday in the fall, there are large worship gatherings that take place in football stadiums 
throughout the United States. Tens of thousands of people gather and declare the worth of their favorite 
teams. Chants and songs are yelled. People proudly wear the colors of their teams, arrive early with 
anticipation, and even throw parties before the game. Hands are raised. Tears are shed. Spontaneous 
moments of joy and celebration occur. Money is offered. Hours are invested. College football is a big deal.

• How does the worship of God compare and contrast with the 
worship that goes on during football games? 

Saturday football can, of course, be lots of fun. Godly people enjoy sports too, but the game or the 
team they cheer for is not their god. Yet worship is occurring in those stadiums every Saturday. Worship 
is simply ascribing worth to something or someone. Worship does happen in churches, but worship 
also takes place every moment of every day. At anytime all of us are finding something to declare 
worthy to worship. For some that is a football team; for everyone, it should be Jesus (Rev. 5:9-14). 

Option 2

Over the years, the term “Easter egg” has entered into our cultural vocabulary as a way of referring to 
things intentionally hidden in books or movies as an inside joke or bonus for die-hard fans. If you go to 
Disney World®, there are books devoted to finding hidden Mickeys. In several Pixar movies, there are 
even cross-references containing hidden references to one of the Toy Story movies. Television series do 
this as well. In fact, there are websites dedicated to finding the hidden “Easter eggs” in many top rated 
shows today. 

The “Easter egg” phenomenon is something not only for Disney® and television—the Bible does this 
as well. The more you study Scripture, the more you begin to realize that there are golden eggs containing 
treasures untold, intentionally hidden by a good Father for our delight as we see how Jesus fulfilled Old 
Testament hope, longing, and expectation. As we walk through Matthew 21, we will see what “Easter 
eggs” might be hidden for us to find as Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament expectations and longings for 
the Messiah.

• What immediately comes to mind when you think of the ways Jesus 
fulfilled Scripture? 

• 

Main Point:
Jesus came to restore 

true worship. 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 40, DDG)

Worship
While many reduce worship to an event or the singing of worship songs, worship is first 
and foremost something of the heart and extends to all areas of life. The aim and focus 
of worship is God, giving Him the exact due of praise and adoration that He deserves. 
Worship should be carried out not only at a personal level within a Christian’s life but 
also in joining with other Christians in the corporate act of worship and stewarding 
our gifts for the glory of God. Corporate worship serves to edify and strengthen other 
Christians, but it also serves as a witness to non-believers of the greatness of God.

Read Luke 19:35-40.  

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all present the ministry of Jesus as leading up to its high point of Jesus entering into the 
capital city. The scene surrounding Jesus’ entering into Jerusalem was pretty amazing, especially considering what 
would happen in a few days from then. We see the red carpet was rolled out. Jesus, the long-awaited anointed One 
had finally come. In recognition of the occasion, and thus fulfilling one of many prophecies about the Messiah 
(Zech. 9:9), the crowd of disciples recognized Jesus’ kingly position by praising Him in the words of Psalm 118:26. 
The Pharisees, a group of religious elites, however, objected to the proceedings and praises. Jesus told them that the 
stones would cry out if the people did not worship Him. In essence, Jesus was saying that He will be worshiped, and 
rightly so—He is the prophesied Messiah-King; He is God.

• Why is Jesus deserving of your affection and praise?

God created people as worshipers. Every single person on earth is worshiping something today. Some worship Jesus. 
Some worship themselves. Some worship a relationship. Some worship material possessions. All of us worship. We 
can’t help it. Yet we are only satisfied when we worship the One who created us. So Jesus received the worship of the 
crowd as our great and good God.

Worshiping something other than Christ is always worshiping something less than Christ and something that will 
fail to deliver satisfaction and joy. Only when we bow our hearts before the Lord are we filled. Only when we 
surrender to the everlasting King are we at peace. 

Because we are restless until we rest in the Lord, God’s commands for us to worship Him are gracious invitations for 
us to enjoy real life. His commands for us to praise Him are loving commands because without them we would never 
be satisfied. We don’t want the rocks to cry out in our place—we should want to cry out! 

• What are some things we are tempted to worship in place of Jesus?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Luke 19

35-40. For most of Jesus’ life, He had remained hidden. His living in the rural backwoods of Galilee and working 
as a carpenter certainly didn’t cause suspicions that history and time itself would bend around Him. Even in His 
ministry to the multitudes, He tended to command caution and discretion as if His mission was veiled in secrecy, 
but not this time. The time had come when Jesus would no longer quiet the crowds. 

The voices of the chief priests and scribes issued their critique. Would this man really receive praise, honor, and glory 
in the midst of this temple built for God? It is a great question. Had Jesus been anyone else, we would celebrate the 
priests for their courage and discernment. But Jesus was not an imposter or pretender. Unlike the charade of worship 
typical of the temple, Jesus is the very face of faithfulness. He is the king who came to redeem His people, restore 
true worship, and receive all praise. He alone is worthy of the worship.

COMMENTARY

In Defense (p. 42, DDG)

Our culture views Jesus as a caricature; He is often pictured kneeling beside a group of 
children, carrying a sheep, or hugging a stranger. He is always happy and smiling. The idea 
of Jesus getting mad or sad is completely foreign to the version of the happy, hippy Jesus 
our culture often portrays.

Unlike these cultural caricatures, Scripture presents a Jesus of passion and humanity. 
However, unlike our frustration with school or responsibilities, Christ’s frustration toward 
the businessmen dishonoring the temple came from a place of holy discontentment. Jesus 
was not offering a critique of fair trade or making a statement on economic policy, but was 
instead declaring that this was neither the time nor the place to be selling. He turned the 
temple upside down as a sign of cleansing, much like a person might take all the clothes out 
of a drawer in order to rearrange a dresser.

Jesus not only turned the tables on the money changers, but also on the hopes and 
expectations of the people. For as quickly as Jesus entered the temple, He departed as a sign 
that the prophecy was not yet fulfilled. Something else would have to happen before God 
and man could dwell together.

Main Point:
Jesus came to restore 

true worship. 
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Read Luke 19:41-44. 

Jesus not only received worship as God, He also claimed to be God when He said His visit to Jerusalem was God 
visiting (v. 44). God in the flesh rode up to the city on a humble donkey and He wept, not for Himself and the brutal 
treatment He would soon receive but for the consequences that would later befall the city because of their rejection 
of Him. Not only is Jesus the God who receives worship from His people but He is also the God who weeps for 
His people. 

• How should Jesus’ weeping for Jerusalem affect our perspective of sinners 
who do not know Jesus by faith?

• On the scale below, mark your level of concern for those who do not know 
Jesus by faith?

Read Luke 19:45-46.

Instead of helping people worship, businessmen were taking advantage of worshipers as they sold sacrifices to them 
for use in the temple. Vendors likely raised their prices and took advantage of travelers who had to buy animals for 
their sacrifices, hence, Jesus called them “thieves.” The sellers could have set up outside the temple, but here they had 
disgraced God and disregarded the Gentiles by moving their marketplace inside the temple itself.

• What are some ways we may hinder others in their worship of God?

According to Jesus, the Father is seeking true worship (John 4:23-24), and Jesus seeks those who seek His Father’s 
face. However, when Jesus entered the temple, He saw inauthentic worship. Rather than a place of gathering for the 
nations to pray, the temple was a demonstration of commerce with shimmering coins and cooing doves. Far from 
shining the glory of God, the temple glimmered with the glory of man.

Jesus was often angered by the hypocrisy of religious leaders who pulled people away from God with their self-centered 
traditions. He was gracious and gentle with those who were called “tax collectors and sinners” but fierce with those 
who gave the impression that they worshiped yet had hearts that were far from God. The temple scene that Jesus 
observed after entering Jerusalem angered Him because of the toxic mix of hypocrisy, people taking advantage of 
worshipers, and people preventing others from encountering God. God was being dishonored and people exploited, 
and all of this occurred in the place that was to be a house of prayer. So Jesus did something about it to restore the 
hope for true worship.

• Does Jesus’ reaction surprise you? Why or why not? How would you have 
responded if you were with Jesus or in the temple when this occurred?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 41, DDG)  Christ Connection

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, He fulfilled Old Testament prophecies 
about the coming Messiah and proclaimed He was the One who fulfilled them. 
The people praised Jesus, but they praised Him for the wrong reasons. In cleansing 
the temple, Jesus demonstrated how He would bring about true worship through 
offering His own body as a temple to be destroyed and then raised again.

Apathy       Urgency
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Luke 19

41-44. “Jesus predicts the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, which took place in AD 70. Josephus [a Jewish 
historian] describes the walls and embankments built by the Roman general Titus (son of Emperor Vespasian) 
to besiege the city and prevent the escape of its inhabitants … Josephus portrays in great detail the terrible and 
gruesome suffering of the inhabitants of Jerusalem during the three-year siege of the city. Many died by a terrible 
famine. Others were killed by desperate bandits within the city. Thousands were slaughtered by the Romans when 
they breached the walls. Josephus claims that eleven hundred thousand perished during the siege and ninety-seven 
thousand were taken captive. Though the number is almost certainly grossly exaggerated (it may have been between 
one-quarter and one-half million), these numbers reveal the horrible sufferings the city will experience.”1

COMMENTARY

(p. 41, DDG)  Christ Connection

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, He fulfilled Old Testament prophecies 
about the coming Messiah and proclaimed He was the One who fulfilled them. 
The people praised Jesus, but they praised Him for the wrong reasons. In cleansing 
the temple, Jesus demonstrated how He would bring about true worship through 
offering His own body as a temple to be destroyed and then raised again.

Main Point:
Jesus came to restore 

true worship. 
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

Why do you think it is important that Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies 
concerning the Messiah?

Why should fulfilled prophecy strengthen our faith in who Jesus is?

Heart

What does the Bible say in regard to the new temple where God’s Spirit dwells (see 
1 Cor. 3:16)?  
 

Are there any “tables” in your life that need to be “thrown over” by Jesus? Explain.

Hands

How does this account challenge us to live out our faith before others? 

How will you demonstrate that King Jesus is worthy of your worship this week?

Our Mission 
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Head

The fact that Jesus entered the city riding a donkey is significant. According to 1 Kings 1:32-35, we see that it wasn’t 
the first time a Jewish king had ridden into Jerusalem on a mule. Solomon, the last great king of the united kingdom 
of Israel, entered the city riding a donkey. The son of David rode into the city on a donkey to be anointed as king. 
But later, the greater Son of David rode into the city, the One whose reign would be eternal. 

Heart

We could compare this scene in the temple to a local church building, and that exercise might be worthwhile, but 
the Spirit of God does not live in church buildings. After Christ came and died for us, the temple and sacrificial 
system were fulfilled and finished. They had served their purpose of pointing to the perfect sacrifice of Jesus. While 
the Lord met with His people in the temple in the Old Testament, the Lord has now moved into our lives in the 
Holy Spirit. We don’t just meet with Him in a building somewhere—He lives within us. We don’t worship Him in 
a certain location—we worship Him now and everywhere. We, both individually and corporately, are the temple of 
His Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19-20).

Because we are the temple of God by faith in Jesus and He is committed to forming us into His true worshipers, He 
will discipline us when we drift into hypocrisy. If we belong to Him, He will overthrow tables in our lives when we 
are not representing Him to the world around us. By faith in Him, He has cleansed us of sin, and because of His 
faithfulness, He will continue to cleanse us of our sinfulness.

Hands

We believe that Jesus is worthy of our worship. We have learned, often the hard way of worshiping things other than 
Him, that He is the only One who can bring us ultimate joy and peace. He is not only our great God who rightfully 
receives our worship, but He is our good God who loves us. Just as He wept for His people in Jerusalem, He desires 
to care for us and provide for us. Because we have placed our faith in Christ and bowed in worship before Him, He 
has sent His Spirit to live in us. Each believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit, and as His temple, we are to represent 
God to all peoples, to care for the sinner, and to seek God. Because we know Jesus as our Savior and King, we must 
put away hypocritical and hollow worship and exalt Him for who He truly is—the Son of God who came to take 
away the sins of the world.

Main Point:
Jesus came to restore 

true worship.  
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