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6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. But 
if I am a father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, 
where is your fear of me? says the Lord of Armies to you 
priests, who despise my name.” Yet you ask: “How have 
we despised your name?” 7 “By presenting defiled food 
on my altar.” “How have we defiled you?” you ask. When 
you say: “The Lord’s table is contemptible.” 8 “When 
you present a blind animal for sacrifice, is it not wrong? 
And when you present a lame or sick animal, is it not 
wrong? Bring it to your governor! Would he be pleased 
with you or show you favor?” asks the Lord of Armies. 
9 “And now plead for God’s favor. Will he be gracious 
to us? Since this has come from your hands, will he show 
any of you favor?” asks the Lord of Armies. 10 “I wish 
one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you 
would no longer kindle a useless fire on my altar! I am 
not pleased with you,” says the Lord of Armies, “and I 
will accept no offering from your hands. … 8 “Will a 
man rob God? Yet you are robbing me!” “How do we 
rob you?” you ask. “By not making the payments of the 

tenth and the contributions. 9 You are suffering under a 
curse, yet you—the whole nation—are still robbing me. 
10 Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this way,” says the 
Lord of Armies. “See if I will not open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure. 
11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not 
ruin the produce of your land and your vine in your field 
will not fail to produce fruit,” says the Lord of Armies. 
12 “Then all the nations will consider you fortunate, 
for you will be a delightful land,” says the Lord of 
Armies. 13 “Your words against me are harsh,” says the 
Lord. Yet you ask, “What have we spoken against you?” 
14 You have said: “It is useless to serve God. What have 
we gained by keeping his requirements and walking 
mournfully before the Lord of Armies? 15 So now we 
consider the arrogant to be fortunate. Not only do those 
who commit wickedness prosper, they even test God 
and escape.”

Scripture

Malachi 1:6-10; 
3:8-15
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Intro Options

Option 1

It is easy to let our guard down and put our relationship with God on cruise control. It happens to us, 
and it happened to the Israelites in the days of Malachi. The Israelites’ hearts were disengaged from the 
acts of worship. Like so many of us today, they were simply going through the motions. And as a result, 
their spiritual lives were wasting away. Out of love, God sent a messenger to expose their hearts and lead 
them to repentance. God wanted to communicate what true and genuine worship is all about—an inner 
satisfaction in God that overflows into everyday life. 

• What are some ways we can avoid putting our relationship with God 
on cruise control? 

Option 2

The word worship means to express one’s admiration, awe, reverence, or love for someone or something. 
In Christian circles we know worship as the way we express our love back to God. 

• What comes to mind when you hear the word worship?

Biblical worship isn’t a performance or empty praise, but showing our wholehearted devotion to God. 
We can worship in many ways—through music, prayer, reading the Bible—knowing that no matter the 
expression, worship stems from a heart that is completely satisfied in God.

 

Main Point:
God is worthy of 

our best and most 
sincere worship.
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Read Malachi 1:6-10.

Notice that God gave two indictments against His people at the beginning of these verses: they showed Him no 
honor, and they showed Him no fear. In addition, they despised His name. 

Despising means having an attitude of ongoing disrespect for someone or something; it refers to the act of conveying 
insignificance or worthlessness upon an object, idea, or individual. The text shows us that the people did this to God 
by offering crippled, lame, or blinded animals rather than the perfect, blameless sacrifice He instructed. He even asked 
them, “Do you think that if you gave even the governor what you’re giving me that he’d be okay with it?” 

As complex and tedious as the Israelite sacrificial system seems to be, every pigeon, dove, bull, goat, or lamb offered 
was intended to be an expression of their relationship with God. They were signposts to the coming sacrifice in Jesus. 
It can’t be overstated how central the sacrificial system was to the life and worship of the people of God. Therefore, 
the intention as well as the action mattered greatly.

• In what ways do people “despise” God’s name today? How can you guard 
against this in your life?

Read Malachi 3:8-12. 

Because our money is connected to our faith, it will always be connected to our worship. Therefore, it’s only logical 
that, for the people of God Malachi was addressing, the decay of their worship was revealed in how they viewed and 
managed their resources. Not only did their distorted view of God reduce Him to a consultant in relation to their 
resources rather than a generous king who provided their resources, they found themselves robbing God, withholding 
the honor, worship, and faith due to Him.

• What does our view of finances tell us about our values and beliefs?

The people were still in recovery mode from the destruction of Jerusalem. Economically, they weren’t where they 
wanted to be, and God didn’t seem to be fast-tracking their flourishing. With them experiencing some degree of 
poverty, one could attempt to show how they would be justified in witholding their best animals for sacrifice. 
However, circumstances don’t excuse disobedience; they are instead opportunities to display obedience in faith. 
In fact, God attributed their lack to their faithlessness, not His. Rather than trust in His provision and plans, they 
asserted their supposed control with their own provision and plans and withheld what God was due just in case He 
didn’t come through.

In love, God confronted and called the people back to faith through revisiting how they viewed their finances. If they 
had continued in the path they were on, they would have continued in a cycle of spiritual and economic deficiency, 
further distancing themselves from God. Despite being robbed, God’s love for them was relentless and He continued 
to press into their hearts.

• How does this passage relate to Jesus’ words about our hearts being where 
our treasure is?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 104, DDG)

God’s Glory
The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character 
through His activity. It also refers to His excellent reputation and is given as one of 
the reasons we are to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent 
beauty of God, the unbearable brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates 
His own attributes and characteristics for all to witness. The Scriptures speak of 
humanity as having “fallen short” of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23) because we have 
rejected the purpose for which God created us—to glorify Him.

Malachi 1

7. “Offering defiled sacrifices would have the effect of defiling the altar. The priests showed their contempt for 
the Lord’s name by offering him food that desecrated the very sanctuary whose holiness they were responsible to 
maintain (cf. Num. 18:1-7). The violation by Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, in offering ‘unauthorized fire before 
the LORD’ was interpreted as a failure to honor the Lord and was punished by death (Lev. 10:1-3). The priests of 
Judah had apparently forgotten this vivid lesson on God’s holiness and the serious nature of their responsibility. The 
question ‘How have we defiled you?’ may be understood as virtually identical to ‘How have we shown contempt for 
your name?’ in verse 6. ‘Your name’ is a less direct equivalent of ‘you.’ The sense of the second question is then, How 
does presenting defiled food amount to loathing/defiling you? The priests are claiming not to understand how their 
improper offerings would affect the Lord. This is a call for the Lord to explain his initial answer, as he proceeds to 
do in vv. 7b-8.”1

8. Burnt offerings were voluntary, not required like sin or trespass offerings. The elaborate affair of the burnt offering 
would rouse the heart in the symbolic act of placing hands on the animal that would be offered up in place of one 
worshiper. By bringing blind and defiled animals as their sacrifice of worship, the people were communicating how 
little weight God held in their lives in comparison to themselves or others. They were self-deceived thinking the 
response they would receive from showing honor to a governor was more vital to their soul than that which they 
would receive from God.  

COMMENTARY

Main Point:
God is worthy of 

our best and most 
sincere worship.
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Before we harshly judge the Israelites, we must remember how easy it is to wander. “Far from God?” a churchgoer 
might say, “I am not far from God! I go to church every week! How can you say that I am far from God?” Many have 
deceived themselves to the fact that they are blinded. 

Essentially, God told the Israelites that despite their belief in Him, they were far from Him. God had challenged the 
Israelites previously for their poor sacrifices, their lack of worship, their idolatry, and their faithlessness. The root of 
the problem was the heart. They had misappropriated their funds. In other words, they failed to deal responsibly with 
what God had given them. Giving is an indication of the state of our hearts, and measures how much we value God.

Read Malachi 3:13-15. 

Here God indicated the Israelite people for their faithlessness in celebrating the wicked who test His character, 
specifically His justice. The tension they found themselves in makes justice delayed look like justice denied. The 
perceived prosperity of others’ disobedience leads us to see obedience as vain. For the people of God Malachi 
was addressing, circumstances were creating a paradigm where faithlessness looked like wisdom and faithfulness 
like foolishness.

• What are some things that contribute to the appeal of disobedience?

What’s the profit of pursuit? What’s the benefit of obedience? What’s the gain of a relationship with God? The people’s 
answers to these questions that resided inside their hearts were regularly showing up in the fabric of their lives. They 
couldn’t escape their half-hearted devotion because, whether they liked it or not, they couldn’t outrun their hearts. 
They couldn’t cover-up their spiritual anemia with religious activities such as offering sacrifices or bringing mediocre 
tithes and contributions. 

Through every accusation the Israelites made against God, He addressed them in an appealing fashion with an 
obvious aim to paint an accurate picture of who He is into the center of their hearts (Mal. 3:10-12; 4:1-3). In grace, 
God was reestablishing relationship and rebuilding confidence in Him. 

Some listeners experienced a type of healing through wounding: to be cut, laid bare, and broken by the realities 
of the heart only then to be comforted, clothed, and made whole by the realities of God’s grace. Similarly, the 
healing God offers His people today would come not just through a wounding of the heart but by the wounding of 
a promised Savior. This Savior was wounded for our transgressions and by His stripes we are healed. Through the 
prophet Malachi, God would tell of a messenger preparing the way for a restored relationship with Himself. After 
Malachi, there would be four hundred years of silence (Mal. 4:5-6), until that silence would be broken by the cries 
of a newborn in the town of Bethlehem. But until then, the last word of the Old Testament is “curse,” a reminder of 
the consequence of our sin. But in the New Testament, one of the first words we hear from Jesus is “blessing.” The 
One who bears our curse is the One who brings us blessing. We have forgiveness. We are free. There’s new life. That 
freedom and life speak of His great worth and invite us to worship Him from hearts both cut and comforted so that 
all people everywhere would know and feel the same. 

• In what ways or areas have your affections for God diminished?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 106, DDG)  Christ Connection

After Malachi, the prophetic word of God went silent for four hundred years. 
But Malachi prophesied about a messenger who would prepare the way for the 
Messiah, the one who would bring God’s kingdom. Centuries later, John the 
Baptist arrived as the messenger who prepared the way for Jesus. The last word of 
the Old Testament is “curse,” a reminder of the consequence of our sin. But in the 
New Testament, one of the first words we hear from Jesus is “blessing.” The One 
who bears our curse is the One who brings us blessing.
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Malachi 3

8-12. Malachi 3:8-12 in the hands of predatory leaders has done significant damage to the lives of people. There 
are variations of the “prosperity gospel” that make God a means to an end and money a means to manipulating 
Him, distorting the message of the gospel. Of course, while there are many stories of people in bondage because of 
distortions like the prosperity gospel, there are also many stories of people paralyzed by the “poverty gospel,” which 
demonizes the possession of material blessing. Malachi 3 doesn’t put God in a box or turn Him into some kind of 
cosmic butler. What Malachi 3 does is present us with a picture of a generous God who invites us to investigate His 
character. He does so by inviting us to test Him.

What we know from the text is that the people were bringing some of their resources, but not with obedience, 
generosity, or faith. Of course, God is not in need; we are. God is extremely gracious, and we need to see that His 
generosity is beyond our wildest imagination and is tied to His goodness and grace, both of which He delights in 
pouring out on His people. 

13-18. At the end of this dialogue and this war for relationship and intimacy, some people respond in faith and fear 
of the Lord, esteeming His name. Awe and love for God filled them in such a way that they esteemed Him with their 
lives. God tacks on a loaded statement of affirmation in verses 17-18 for those who have responded in faith. In this 
statement God not only affirmed that the difference between the ones who serve God and those who don’t, but also 
by using the father-son imagery as a model, God was driving the people to the greatest and highest motivation: God 
Himself. The gain of a son serving his father is joy. It’s the growing relationship and intimacy expressed with the smile 
of the father. It’s hearing the father affirm the son by saying, “I’m pleased.” In the same way, the gain of serving God 
is God Himself. In this final Old Testament prophetic utterance before John the Baptist, who immediately preceded 
Jesus’ coming, this passage in Malachi is poignant to highlight the father-son dynamic. This statement shows us what 
God is after relationally from His people: for them to live as His treasured possession. 

COMMENTARY

(p. 106, DDG)  Christ Connection

After Malachi, the prophetic word of God went silent for four hundred years. 
But Malachi prophesied about a messenger who would prepare the way for the 
Messiah, the one who would bring God’s kingdom. Centuries later, John the 
Baptist arrived as the messenger who prepared the way for Jesus. The last word of 
the Old Testament is “curse,” a reminder of the consequence of our sin. But in the 
New Testament, one of the first words we hear from Jesus is “blessing.” The One 
who bears our curse is the One who brings us blessing.

Main Point:
God is worthy of 

our best and most 
sincere worship.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

What are some of the causes that lead to lukewarm worship? 
  

What are some of the ways you can guard against going through the motions in 
your walk with Jesus? 

Heart

What are some areas of life where you need to begin to give God your very best? 
 

What should be our motivation for giving God our very best in every area?

Hands

How should Christians understand the promise that God would bless Israel if they 
obey? How might this be misunderstood and misapplied?

What are some ways you are intentionally seeking bless others with your time, 
talents, and treasures?

Our Mission 
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Head

Malachi’s ministry was around the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. As a post-exilic prophet, Malachi is speaking to a 
people who had experienced the faithfulness of God in returning them to the land. God wrote the record of His 
faithfulness with indelible ink, yet even though they had the advantage of history on their side, they still questioned 
the love of God. Hence, the Book of Malachi opens, “I have loved you” (Mal. 1:2). They had forgotten. They had 
spiritual amnesia. And their spiritual amnesia made them spiritually weak. There was no passion in their sacrifices, 
only routine. There was no honor in their worship only lip service and detached activity. Something needed to 
happen if their lukewarm worship was to be made right once more. 

Heart

God calls us to give the very best of everything we have out of love for Him. In fact, Scripture teaches that followers 
of Christ should be in the habit of offering up these five things in particular: Our bodies (Rom. 12:1-2), our finances 
(Phil. 4:14-18), our praise (Heb. 13:15), our works (Heb. 13:16), and our witness (Rom. 15:16). In light of God’s 
greatness and everything He freely offers to us through His Son, we should be willing to joyfully submit all things 
to Him in response. 

Hands

We often want the “blessings” of obedience without gladly living in obedience. In other words, we want the blessings 
without the cost. It’s demonic because it’s what the enemy of our soul loves to offer and how he attempts to lead 
hearts astray (Matt. 16:21-23). This is visible in the temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4. Satan offered Jesus the world’s 
kingdoms if Jesus would bow to him. But, a glorious inheritance and exaltation would be due to Jesus after He 
made purification for sin, sitting down at the right hand of the Father (Heb. 1:3-4). There was a glorious blessing 
and exaltation to be experienced through obedience, even obedience to the point of dying on a cross (Phil. 2:5-9). 
Though obedience might prove difficult and might seem like it leads to curse for a season, ultimately obedience leads 
to blessing both in the case of Jesus and the in case of God’s people. 

Main Point:
God is worthy of our best 

and most sincere worship.
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