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God Revives 
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Through a 
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73b When the seventh month came and the Israelites had 
settled in their towns, 1 all the people gathered together at 
the square in front of the Water Gate. They asked the scribe 
Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses that the Lord 
had given Israel. 2 On the first day of the seventh month, 
the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly of men, 
women, and all who could listen with understanding. 
3 While he was facing the square in front of the Water 
Gate, he read out of it from daybreak until noon before 
the men, the women, and those who could understand. 
All the people listened attentively to the book of the law. 
4 The scribe Ezra stood on a high wooden platform made 
for this purpose. Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, 
Hilkiah, and Maaseiah stood beside him on his right; to 
his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-
baddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened the 
book in full view of all the people, since he was elevated 
above everyone. As he opened it, all the people stood up. 
6 Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and with their 
hands uplifted all the people said, “Amen, Amen!” Then 
they knelt low and worshiped the Lord with their faces 
to the ground. … 1 On the twenty-fourth day of this 
month the Israelites assembled; they were fasting, wearing 
sackcloth, and had put dust on their heads. 2 Those of 

Israelite descent separated themselves from all foreigners, 
and they stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities 
of their fathers. 3 While they stood in their places, they 
read from the book of the law of the Lord their God for 
a fourth of the day and spent another fourth of the day in 
confession and worship of the Lord their God. 4 Jeshua, 
Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and 
Chenani stood on the raised platform built for the Levites 
and cried out loudly to the Lord their God. 5 Then the 
Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, 
Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah—said, “Stand 
up. Blessed be the Lord your God from everlasting to 
everlasting.” Blessed be your glorious name, and may it 
be exalted above all blessing and praise. … 28 The rest 
of the people—the priests, Levites, gatekeepers, singers, 
and temple servants, along with their wives, sons, and 
daughters, everyone who is able to understand and who 
has separated themselves from the surrounding peoples to 
obey the law of God— 29 join with their noble brothers 
and commit themselves with a sworn oath to follow the 
law of God given through God’s servant Moses and to 
obey carefully all the commands, ordinances, and statutes 
of the Lord our Lord. 

Scripture

Nehemiah 7:73b; 
8:1-6; 9:1-5; 10:28-29
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Intro Options

Option 1

Though the walls were now rebuilt, the work of the people was not complete. God was after complete 
restoration, socially and spiritually. Nehemiah and Ezra both knew this. It wouldn’t be enough for the walls 
of the city to be rebuilt with the hearts of the people not revived. 

After all, if spiritual awakening and revival didn’t take place, the people would turn back to the things that 
brought judgment in the first place. Remember, God isn’t after a patchwork approach in the restoration of 
His people. With eagerness, tenderness, and firmness He works to reorient and restore His people through 
the power of His word. As beautiful as the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s wall was, it was insufficient to sustain 
them and bring about a lasting change. The failure wasn’t the strength of God’s word but the fragility of the 
heart. They would eventually stray, but God would pursue with the Word of God become flesh to take away 
sin, give us His righteousness, and instill a new heart that would be inhabited by His Spirit. 

• What are the ways some of the pervasive internal and external 
challenges in finishing a work as opposed to settling for less? 

Option 2

Every year on December 31, masses of people cram together into Times Square, in the heart of Manhattan. 
As midnight approaches, all eyes turn upward and millions around the world fix their gaze upon the 
ball at the top of a pole. A countdown begins, the ball drops, and as soon as the clock strikes midnight, 
everyone collectively ushers in the new year. People describe the atmosphere as electric. 

There is something special about being gathered together with other people for one purpose. Whether 
it is a college or professional sporting event, an outdoor music festival, or a holiday celebration, people 
love to gather together for one focus. The same is true whenever believers gather to hear God’s Word.

Nehemiah 8:1-2 presents a powerful example of gathering to hear God’s Word. Here we see the nation 
of Israel gathered together, not to see a ball drop or to cheer on their favorite team, but to hear the Word 
of God being read. 

• What are some fun activities you gather together with others to 
celebrate? Why should our attitude to studying God’s Word also be 
one of celebration? 

• 
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God was faithful to His people—to sustain them during their years in exile, to bring them back to rebuild the temple, 
and to allow them to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem under Nehemiah’s leadership. With the walls and the temple 
rebuilt, God’s people were ready to experience a revival—they heard God’s Word and sought to obey it.

Read Nehemiah 7:73b–8:6.

Throughout Israel’s history, idolatry was at the root of their rebellion against God. Because of their sin, God’s people 
spent over seventy years in exile. Once they moved back to Jerusalem, they were able to gather publicly and worship 
the Lord by listening to His Word. The event was timely, because the Law required the nation to gather to hear the 
Word of God read every seven years (Deut. 31:9-13).

• How can you tell if a church is centered on the proclamation of God’s Word 
or centered on something else? Why is gathering to hear God’s Word so 
important for believers?

In this six-hour gathering of God’s people, errands were put on hold, hobbies were suspended for the moment, and 
to-do lists went undone because God’s attributes and activities were being proclaimed aloud in the gathering of His 
people. It’s a declaration of a simple reality: God’s Word is worthy of proclamation. The worthiness of God’s Word is 
seen not just in the complete and willing adjustment of His people to reorient their time around it, but in the content 
it contains that calls for the people to reorient their entire lives around it.

• What things may be filling up your heart and life and preventing you from 
having a hunger and thirst for God’s Word?

Read Nehemiah 9:1-5.

For a quarter of their day the people of Israel demonstrated a profound, powerful, personal, and corporate freedom 
that is worth admiring and applying. They found it through doing the thing most people are terrified of: confession. 

They confessed fully because they knew they would be forgiven truly. The assurance of pardon encouraged confession 
and expressed a beautiful picture of a forgiving God. Jesus would seal this dynamic through a gruesome yet glorious 
death so that people could be fully forgiven. Identifying with a community and asking for forgiveness on behalf of others 
characterizes the people of God. This thread runs throughout the Bible. In fact, the incarnation of Jesus was a form of 
identification (Heb. 2:14-17). What the people of God demonstrated in their corporate confession back then should 
cause us to examine how corporate confession should be expressed in the lives of the people of God now. 

• What is our individual responsibility to confess sin? What is our corporate 
responsibility as a church? What might each of these look like?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 96, DDG)

Preservation of Scripture
God has chosen to reveal Himself to humanity through the text of Scripture, having 
inspired it and directed it to be free from error. God has also acted providentially 
throughout the course of history to ensure the biblical text is faithfully preserved 
for future generations. Our belief in the preservation of Scripture is supported by 
investigation into how the canon of Scripture was formed and how manuscripts 
were faithfully transmitted throughout the centuries.

Nehemiah 8

1-6. After listing the returning exiles, documenting the whole assembly as 42,360 plus another roughly 8,000 
between servants and singers, our passage starts off with the people gathered “as one man” (Neh. 8:1ESV). They were 
together in the same place from morning until midday and they experienced a refreshing of their hearts. What was 
at the center of this refreshing was the word of God. Ezra the priest, with the ears and hearts of the people engaged 
attentively, began to unpack the story of who God was and how God has been working from Genesis to this point in 
their history culminating with their bowed heads and faces to the ground in worship (Neh. 9:6-37). It’s supernatural. 

The Book of the Law contains some of the most unmarked parts of most people’s Bibles, yet the meticulous telling 
of God’s holiness, intentionality, and care in establishing the temple and sacrificial system captivated their hearts and 
attention for hours on in. The collective shouts of “Amen!” would rival any concert or gathering yet what’s elevated 
isn’t the singing of men; it’s the story of God.

The people experienced the grace of God through the remembrance of His promises and the pouring out of His 
kindness—their walls were rebuilt, their shame was removed, and their dignity and hope was restored. Their past 
experience of the opposite of those things was a direct result of their failure to cherish and adhere to the Word of 
God. From Genesis to that moment, God’s Word was regularly being disbelieved, and disregarded leading to the pain 
and brokenness in their individual and corporate lives. In Deuteronomy, Moses documented the consequences of 
that experience. This passage tells of the blessings associated with obedience (28:1-14) and the curses associated with 
disobedience (28:15-68), culminating with a call to choose (30:19). The call to choose was conformity to God’s word 
in glad obedience. The generation listening to Ezra needed to hear aloud Moses’ words in Deuteronomy 28.

COMMENTARY
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Read Nehemiah 10:28-29.

Every command God gives is good. Every restriction that God gives is for good. Yet, the lies of the Enemy that 
resonate the most in our hearts are the ones that suggest God is withholding good from us, that He doesn’t care. 
Subsequently, every act of obedience is a type of war against these treacherous whispers of the heart. It is an act of 
faith to believe in the character and heart of God even when times are difficult. Obedience, in other words, is a 
statement of love that indicates the relationship is of more value than whatever we want to do at a given moment. 

Furthermore, in light of how the people recommitted to the law of Moses in Nehemiah 10, Deuteronomy 6 should 
come into view. This passage contains what is known as “the Shema.” The word Shema refers to both listening and 
obeying. Conceptually it creates a framework that full work of listening isn’t sonic affirmation; it’s action. You affirm 
what you’ve heard with action. In this case, the summarizing statements are the supremacy of God—“The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one”—and the subsequent supreme and complete love displayed for Him through heart, soul, 
and strength. The recommitment to obedience wasn’t merely blind, detached, dutiful loyalty, but rather a faithful, 
affectionate, and intentional love.

Jesus embodied this kind of faithful love in His perfect obedience bursting forth from the perfect eternal love He’s 
always shared with and for His Father (John 17:24,26). In inviting people into that relational overflow of love, 
He even told His disciples, “You are my friends if you do what I command you” (John 15:14). Faith and love are 
prerequisites for obedience, a reality that is foundational to our relationship with God. In sincerity, the people 
recommitted to the covenant even though they would need to do it again and again because of their tendency 
as sinners to drift away from obedience. What is stronger than their commitment to obey—and ours—is God’s 
commitment and love toward His people. 

• What are some common ways we make God out to be more restrictive than 
He actually is?

One of the underrated benefits of community is accountability. Verse 28 reflected a diverse grouping united in 
heart, having mutual encouragement and accountability. Committing together creates accountability for each other. 
Accountability is something people tend to gravitate away from because it sounds like policing or judging. The reality 
is, however, that the soil for accountability is relationship. It’s the relationship we’re committing to or committing 
from, not just a rule we’re adhering to. The relationship of love disarms suspicion. 

• What are the ways we can help one another shoulder the weight of 
commitment in our local church, families, or communities?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 98, DDG)  Christ Connection

When God’s people heard the reading of His Word, they responded by confessing 
their sins and committing to obey God’s law. They would later fail to obey God as 
they had promised. Jesus is the Word of God who takes away our sin, gives us His 
righteousness, and changes our hearts so we can obey God. 
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Nehemiah 9

2. From the onset we see individual ownership as well as an identifying with the sin of their forefathers: “Now on 
the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth 
on their heads. And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and the 
iniquities of their fathers.” (Neh. 9:1-2). The manner of their praying and confessing was a complete identification 
with their forefathers and their sin, along with an identifying with their forefather Abraham’s reception of God’s 
promise and seeing their consequent reception of blessing as a testament to God’s faithfulness (v. 8). 

Their identification extended to the unfaithfulness of their forefathers as well (v. 34). What’s beautiful was that in 
the midst of their identification, it didn’t eliminate their own individual sense of responsibility and guilt (vv. 36-37). 
Furthermore, this pattern of interweaving corporate identification, corporate responsibility, and individual 
responsibility isn’t a biblical anomaly. The Israelites’ history is littered with regular examples of each happening on 
their own or simultaneously. 

• In Exodus 32, after the gross sin of the people creating a golden calf in idol worship, we see Moses willing to identify 
with his people’s sin (Ex. 32:31-32). God would hold the individuals accountable, but Moses’ willingness is noteworthy. 

• After Joshua succeeded Moses and led the people to carry out the plans and promises of God, they came to the 
city of Ai where they suffered a significant defeat (Josh. 7:1,10-12). The people suffered and were held accountable 
sharing in the suffering of Achan’s personal disobedience with his immediate family feeling the full effects of his sin 
(Josh. 7:20-26). 

• Job, on behalf of his family, provisionally offered up sacrifices for their sins  as part of his regular practice (Job 1:5).

• Additionally, Jesus taught His people how to pray with corporate confession and identification (Matt. 6:9-13). In 
what is sometimes called the “Model Prayer,” there is not one first-person singular pronoun, only “us” and “our.” The 
petition for forgiveness isn’t to be interpreted as merely personal but corporate as well: “forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors” (Matt. 6:12). 

COMMENTARY

(p. 98, DDG)  Christ Connection

When God’s people heard the reading of His Word, they responded by confessing 
their sins and committing to obey God’s law. They would later fail to obey God as 
they had promised. Jesus is the Word of God who takes away our sin, gives us His 
righteousness, and changes our hearts so we can obey God. 
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

Why do we so often fail to crave God’s Word as we should?  

What are some ways we can increase our desire to read and listen to God’s Word? 

Heart

Why do you think God chose His Word to be the main source for bringing revival?  

What areas in your life need to be reprioritized this week in order to experience real 
community and accountability this week? 

Hands

When has someone helped you understand something difficult in Scripture? 
 

How can you be active in your church in helping the next generation understand the 
truths of the Bible?  
 

Our Mission 
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Head

It is interesting to note that the people of Israel stood and listened to the reading of Scripture for over six hours. No 
cell phones, no social media, and no electronic devices to fiddle with when they got bored. They had not been able to 
have a public reading of Scripture for decades, but through Ezra’s reading, God’s voice spoke again. Why were they 
so hungry to hear God’s Word? Because they knew they were hearing the actual words of God.

Scenes like these bring up questions for us today, such as, “how do I increase my desire for God’s Word?” For starters, 
you can begin by praying for God to grant you that desire. If you find yourself simply having a desire for a desire, 
then thank God and build upon that. Second, if you want to grow in your desire for God’s Word, then it is absolutely 
vital that you actually spend time in God’s Word. This means not only spending quality time in devotion each day, 
but also listening to good sermons in your car or on the go. Using your time to be exposed to solid biblical teaching 
will have a direct affect on your desire for the Word. 

Heart

We experience revival when we focus on hearing from God through His Word as it is read and explained to us. 
Revival happens in community, never in isolation. It also happens when God’s people repent and hold each other 
accountable. When we discipline ourselves to gather together to hear God’s Word, we can expect the Word to impact 
the way we think and view the world around us. We will develop a deeper burden to know God more intimately. We 
will grow in our desire to share the gospel with those who don’t know God and are not pursuing Him. 

Hands

The leaders of the nation of Israel influenced the people by leading them in the reading of Scripture, offering 
explanation to those who did not understand the language (Neh. 8:7-8). The people observed the nation’s leaders as 
God’s Word was being read. Ezra praised God, and the people followed his example. The leaders in this scene were 
shaping culture by humbly listening to God’s Word with people they were leading.  

Main Point:
God’s Word draws us toward 

unity and repentance. 
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