
Unit .17

Session .04

The Promise of  
a Coming King

8 “Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your colleagues 
sitting before you; indeed, these men are a sign that I 
am about to bring my servant, the Branch. 9 Notice 
the stone I have set before Joshua; on that one stone 
are seven eyes. I will engrave an inscription on it”—
this is the declaration of the Lord of Armies—“and I 
will take away the iniquity of this land in a single day. 
10 On that day, each of you will invite his neighbor to 
sit under his vine and fig tree.” This is the declaration 
of the Lord of Armies. … 12 You are to tell him: This 
is what the Lord of Armies says: Here is a man whose 
name is Branch; he will branch out from his place and 
build the Lord’s temple. 13 Yes, he will build the 
Lord’s temple; he will be clothed in splendor and will 
sit on his throne and rule. There will also be a priest on 
his throne, and there will be peaceful counsel between 
the two of them. … 9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem! Look, your 

King is coming to you; he is righteous and victorious, 
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the horse from Jerusalem. The bow of war will be 
removed, and he will proclaim peace to the nations. 
His dominion will extend from sea to sea, from the 
Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. … 7 Sword, 
awake against my shepherd, against the man who is 
my associate—this is the declaration of the Lord of 
Armies. Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered; I will turn my hand against the little ones. 
8 In the whole land—this is the Lord’s declaration—
two-thirds will be cut off and die, but a third will be 
left in it. 9 I will put this third through the fire; I will 
refine them as silver is refined and test them as gold is 
tested. They will call on my name, and I will answer 
them. I will say: They are my people, and they will say: 
The Lord is our God.”

Scripture

Zechariah  
3:8-10; 6:12-13; 

9:9-10; 13:7-9
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Intro Options

Option 1

Your students are a group of screenwriters and producers for a major motion picture studio. Some studio 
execs have brought you titles for upcoming movies; its your students’ job to come up with everything 
else. Specifically, your students (individually or in groups) are to choose one of the proposed titles and 
come up with a short pitch for what they think the movie should be about. Think about genre, story, and 
plot as you choose one of the following proposed titles:

• The Sweeping of Iniquity

• Peacebringer: The King

• Stricken for Mere Sheep

After students have shared their pitches, point out that today’s lesson will be about a Branch who sweeps 
away iniquity, a King who brings peace, and a Shepherd who will be stricken for his sheep. 
 

Option 2

To anticipate means to wait with expectation. Students anticipate the coming of summer and the end 
of the school year. We anticipate the first snow, or maybe dream of a “white Christmas.” We anticipate 
graduations, weddings, one-day’s and maybe’s. We wait with expectation to attend a favorite concert or 
meet our favorite artist. We send announcements, cards, invitations, and save-the-dates. In the same 
way, Zechariah’s prophecy of the coming Messiah would cause His people to wait with expectation, to 
anticipate His return. A prophecy was a message from God, given through a prophet about a future event. 
In this case, the prophecy was about the coming Messiah—the ultimate and long awaited Priest-King.

• What are some events you anticipate attending or people you 
anticipate seeing? How does that compare to your anticipation of 
Jesus’ return?

• 

Main Point:
Jesus suffered  

to bring us peace.
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Read Zechariah 3:8-10; 6:12.

Zechariah described the coming Messiah here in two different ways, as a branch and a stone. The stone here most 
likely refers to the idea of the cornerstone, a reoccurring description of the Messiah. The cornerstone set before 
Joshua was set apart, something to build a kingdom on. The second and strongest overarching attribute of this text 
was that the Messiah will be “the Branch.” The branch is one of the most often used Old Testament messianic titles, 
giving life to the allusion of a sprout growing up out of a stump. This portrayed hope and a new beginning to a 
struggling people. Not only that, but the metaphor continued in that the Israelites would invite their neighbors to sit 
under the vine. This pointed to a new age in God’s chosen people, as both Jew and Gentile would reap the benefits 
of “the Branch.” 

The pictures here are many: a branch coming up out of a dead stump (resurrection out of death), our inclusion in the 
vine (adoption in Christ), and the vine being a covering for those to sit under its shade (missions and satisfaction in 
Jesus). Ultimately, all of these symbolic pictures revealed the Messiah for what He would be— our hope. He is the 
source of life, resurrection, adoption, and mission. These pictures frame the way we see and understand Christ, as 
well as shape the way we obey Him and walk in faithfulness. 

• What stands out to you the most about the branch and stone imagery used 
by the Old Testament prophets to describe the Messiah?

The promise to take away sin in verse 9 is the promise of the Messiah. In this prophecy, Zechariah looked forward 
to a day when the Root, the Messiah, has come and when He will take away all the iniquity, or sin, in a single day. 
This spoke to the judicial forgiveness that would come through the cross. Through the cross, Jesus accomplished 
what we could not. He accepted our penalty for sin in His death. When we place our faith in Him, we are covered 
by His righteousness. In theological terms, we call this imputed righteousness. In other words, Jesus’ righteousness 
is transmitted, or imputed, to those of us who are unrighteous and have placed our faith in Jesus. This is how we 
can have confidence before God. We are not righteous in ourselves, but we have borrowed righteousness—Jesus’ 
righteousness—covering us, which grants us access into God’s kingdom and His family. 

In this way, the penalty for our sins is removed through faith in Christ. Moreover, the process of sanctification, 
which is the active process by which God makes us more like Jesus, helping us to walk farther and farther away from 
the practice of sin, is now the new normal for the life of a Christian. Sure, the old sinful nature remains and must 
continually be denied and fought against, but the process of sanctification promises that we are being changed one 
degree to another more into the likeness of Christ. 

• How would you explain to someone the forgiveness of sins through the 
cross of Christ?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Main Point:
Jesus suffered  

to bring us peace.

99 Essential Doctrines (p. 72, DDG)

Christ as High Priest
As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes the work of reconciling us to God. 
He is the One whose perfect righteousness is presented to the Father for our 
justification. He is the One who intercedes for us before the Father (Heb. 7:25; 
9:24) and prays for us to remain faithful (Luke 22:31-32; John 17).

Zechariah 3

8. “The future blessings the priests embody fulfillment in the one the Lord calls my servant who is also “‘the Branch’.” 
Branch is one of the Old Testament’s most prominent messianic titles, an appellation also found in the ancient Near 
East… In that milieu, Zechariah chose a messianic title that had great significance biblically, which also employed 
the imagery of a sprout or shoot coming out of a stump to portray renewed vitality and hope.”1

9. “Many of those who accept the messianic view maintain that Zechariah’s prophecy predicts Christ’s first advent. 
This position draws its strength primarily from the context. One cannot deny that the fourth vision has strong 
messianic overtones … The messianic understanding held by Christian scholars from the time of the early church to 
present often identifies the engraving on the stones as wounds Christ suffered when atoning for the sins of humanity.”2

10. “The phrase ‘under his vine and fig tree’ existed in antiquity and conveyed the ultimate joy and satisfaction 
that God’s people had so longed to experience. ... The invitation to enjoy God’s blessings extended to Israel’s 
neighbors and reflected a new spirit of harmony and fellowship among the Lord’s people, not to mention with her 
neighboring nations.”3

COMMENTARY
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Read Zechariah 6:13; 9:9-10.

These verses pointed out that the Messiah was going to occupy multiple roles, roles that would not have been 
available to an individual in the time of Zechariah. Specifically the text described a ruler who would be both a king 
and a priest. This ruled out the rulers of that day since king and priest were two distinct roles of leadership to the 
Israelite people. The Messiah would not only command the rule of nations, but He would also be the one who 
intercedes spiritually on behalf of those who have faith in Him.

This description of Messiah’s versatility spoke to the ways in which God would use Him to accomplish His purposes 
but also pointed that the Messiah was greater than just being the victorious ruler whom so many Israelites were 
looking for. Further, it pointed to His role as the Son of God. Only one who had come from God could rightly 
occupy all of these various roles. This Messiah would be like no one who would ever come before or after Him. 

• Why is it important for Jesus be both king and priest?

Read Zechariah 13:7-9. 

It is no surprise here that the coming Messiah was described as the Lord’s shepherd. This is arguably one of the most 
iconic descriptive elements of Jesus in the Bible. Here, the Lord described the striking down of the shepherd, His 
one and only Son, scattering those who were following Him. This was, of course, a picture of the coming crucifixion 
of Jesus. Despite the trials to come, and the loss of their shepherd, a third would remain with God. In fact, the Lord 
affirmed the veracity of these true believers who remained “in the land” and promised to strengthen them by trial and 
to refine their faith through the fire (vv. 8-9). Ultimately, their faith would prove to be more valuable than precious 
metals. This refined faith and the promise of the presence of the Lord was what would fuel the followers of Christ to 
declare to the nations that the Lord is God.

• In what ways have you seen God refine your faith, even through trials?

It was also not of small consequence that God promised here that the sword would awake against His shepherd 
(13:7). In other words, persecution (and ultimately death) would rise up against the Messiah. This is remarkable 
because it reminds us that God’s sovereignty extends even to the most painful of moments. This matters because it 
enables God’s people to trust Him.

• How would you describe your willingness to see the pain in your life as an 
indication that God is at work in you to accomplish things that lead to His 
glory and your own good?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 74, DDG)  Christ Connection

God promised to send a priest, a king, and a shepherd to remove iniquity, bring 
peace, and be struck down for the sheep. Jesus is the one who fulfilled this 
prophecy as the perfect intercessor, ruler, and sacrifice for God’s people. Jesus laid 
down His life on the cross as the substitute to pay sin’s penalty and bring peace 
between God and sinners.

extremely against                                         generally willing                                      joy despite sorrow
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Main Point:
Jesus suffered  

to bring us peace.

Zechariah 9  

9. “The messianic prophecy begins with the Lord’s exhortation addressed to the ‘Daughter of Zion’ also called the 
‘Daughter of Jerusalem’. Both appellations focus on the personal relationship between the Lord and his people. The 
poetic parallelism between the word pairs employs a synecdoche, an additional figure of speech in which the name of 
the city, Zion/Jerusalem, stands for all of her inhabitants, thus summoning all people to ‘rejoice greatly’.”4

10. “Verse 10 furthers the theme of the Messiah’s accomplishments, focusing on the epoch of peach he will introduce. 
His dominion will result in peace for all creation.”5

Zechariah 13

7. “The New Testament and Jewish history in the first century AD provide important clues to the fulfillment of 
this prophecy. One should anticipate the close biblical connection between the shepherd in Zech[ariah] 13 and 
Jesus’ portrayal of himself as a shepherd of God’s flock. After surveying a large crowd gathered to hear him teach, 
Jesus lamented that the people were like sheep in desperate need of a shepherd… The suffering of Jesus’ family and 
followers illustrates the point of scattering of sheep in 13:7 (Luke 2:35).”6

8. “Verse 8 focuses on the population not the land under their feet. Accordingly, land functions a metonymy for the 
people who dwell in the land. Myers and Meyers paraphrase this concept as ‘the pasture of the flock.’”7

COMMENTARY

(p. 74, DDG)  Christ Connection

God promised to send a priest, a king, and a shepherd to remove iniquity, bring 
peace, and be struck down for the sheep. Jesus is the one who fulfilled this 
prophecy as the perfect intercessor, ruler, and sacrifice for God’s people. Jesus laid 
down His life on the cross as the substitute to pay sin’s penalty and bring peace 
between God and sinners.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How encouraging is it to know that God is sovereign to bring good out of 
painful circumstances?

What are some examples, either biblical or personal, of God bringing good 
from evil?

Heart

How should the truth of what God has done for us through Christ motivate us 
toward greater love for Him? 

How can we fight apathy in our own lives toward God with the truth of what Christ 
has done for us? 

Hands

How should the fact that Jesus reigns over the nations motivate us 
toward missions? 

What are you and your local church actively doing to ensure the gospel reaches the 
corners of the earth?  
 

Our Mission 
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Head

Zechariah 13:7-9 is a passage of Scripture that people often use to ask if God is the author of pain. The answer to 
that can often be, “Yes and no.” We can say without a doubt that God is not, nor has ever been, the author of sin or 
evil. The Bible is clear on that point (Jas. 1:13; 1 John 1:5). The Bible is also clear, however, that God can allow pain 
to occur for the sake of accomplishing His purposes (Rom. 8:18,28). The greatest example of which is the life and 
death of Jesus. The Bible is very clear that Jesus’ death on the cross at the hands of wicked men was God’s good work 
in Jesus’ life to redeem us all (Acts 2:22-24; 4:27-28). In other words, the pain that Jesus experienced was a result of 
God’s plan to redeem humanity. That does not mean that God authored the sin that evil men executed against Jesus, 
but it does mean that God planned and permitted it so that, in His wisdom, His purposes might be accomplished. 

Heart

When Christ died for us on the cross, it was the completion of the justice of God. He interceded on our behalf and 
experienced the full wrath of God on the cross. It was there that the justice of God was completely satisfied. Our 
sin needed to be punished, and it was. Because Jesus fully paid our penalty on the cross, those who put their trust in 
Christ are justified and freed from sin.

Hands

Zechariah 9:9-10 pointed directly to Jesus, alluding to His humble origins. This prophecy described the coming King 
as one who would ride into Jerusalem—on what we now know as Palm Sunday—on a donkey. The image of the 
Messiah riding on a donkey was a picture that the Messiah would advance a kingdom, not of war, but of peace. His 
rule would be a peaceful rule. He would not wage war with other nations, but instead He would be the ambassador 
of peace. His reign would not only exist locally over the Jewish nation, but would also extend to the ends of the earth. 
It would entail all people, those of all tribes and tongues. 

The beauty of this is that Christ invites His followers to play a role in the growth and rule of His kingdom as He 
encourages us to witness to His kingdom all the way to the ends of the earth. 

Main Point:
Jesus suffered  

to bring us peace.
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